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New 6th Ave. (N. Y. 


Shopping Than Theatre District 


With the demolition of the Sixth 
ave. el and the completion of the re- 
placing subway, Sixth ave. landlords 
will attempt to build the thorough- 
fare into a retail shopping center 
and not a theatrical zone, according 
to the Fifth Ave. Association, City 
zoning protectors issued a feeler be- 
cause of the concern it would cause 
association’s restriction of theatricals 
ordinance being considered by the 
City Board of Standards and Appor- 
tionment. 

Ordinance, if successful, would not 
only include Fifth, Park and Madi- 
son avenues, but would also extend 
east and west of the avenues for a 
specified distance and thereby in- 
clude Sixth ave. 

Landlords, it is said, are anxious 
to create a new retail shopping dis- 
trict, feeling that already existent 
theatres on Broadway and its en- 
virons would make any new zone of 
such unprofitable. Since Times Sq. 
district is unquestionably the easiest 
to get to, irrespective of the new 

(Continued on page 57) 


PLUGGING U.S. STAMP TO 
HONOR EDWIN BOOTH 


Cyrus E. Wilder of Chicago is 
campaigning that Edwin Booth, 
America’s greatest Shakespearean 
actor, should be honored by having 
his picture on an issue of U. S. 
stamps, and he has written Post- 
master-General Farley to this ef- 
fect. Actor, who was born in 1833, 
is generally conceded to have been 
tops in the Bard’s works. 

Booth, whose brother killed Abra- 
ham Lincoln, emerged from self-im- 
posed retirement to win the acclaim 
of the. nation on the stage, despite 
the stigma attached to the name of 
Booth. This fact, Wilder feels, is a 
reason why the actor should be hon- 
ored by a memorial stamp. 


Billed as ‘Freaks,’ Side 
Show Folks Do Walkout 


Atlanta, Ga., March 2. 

Management's billing of performers 
out front as ‘freaks’ caused strike 
last week at local Congress of Oddi- 
ties. Group walked out and stood 
around on sidewalk in front of down- 
town building, where they’ve been 
showing, and wouldn't go back in 
until their spokesman and manage- 
ment did some hurried collective 
bargaining on the curbstone. 

Talent claimed they’re not freaks 
and wouldn't stand for being so 
called, holding out until objectionable 
Signs came down, to the disappoint- 
ment of large crowd who gaped at 
them during progress of short-lived 
walkout. 

Few days previous 
‘human pincushion,’ married Kath- 
leen Berry, Atlanta girl, with Lo- 
bello, alligator-skin boy, and Pris- 
cilla, monkey girl, as witnesses, 
which was good for space in local 
news sheets, although strike was 
passed up by papers. 











Prof. White, 





) Will Be More 





Pix Pooch’s Plastic 





Hollywood, March 2. 
Face lifting has hit filmdom’s 
dogs. 
Harry Lyon, owner of a 
boxer, listed among the first 
nine in the nation, had the 
pooch’s jowls done over so he’d 
look better in films, 











Off London's West 
End for Crowning 





London, March 2, 

Biggest solar plexus blow to Eng- 
lish show business may yet be 
handed to West End entertainment 
by a measure which, it is under- 
stood, is being seriously considered 
by the governmental bigwigs. This 
regulation would close off the entire 
West End amusement center and 
shut it up for three days during the 
Coronation period, 

As outlined, it’s planned to rope 


of town for the three-day Corona- 
tion ceremonial period. That would | 
automatically shutter all theatres, 
cinemas, niteries, etc., for that time, 


in order to give the government a 
chance to concentrate on making its 
own royalty show a real splash and 
without hindrance. 

It would involve loss of more than 
$1,000,000 to London’s show biz in that 
period since, naturally, the three days 
are figured to be the hottest of all for 
shows and nite tfe of all kinds. 
the other hand, of course, it is con- 
ceivable that with the parades, etc., 
which the official function would 
call for, visitors wouldn’t be want- 
ing to sit around in cafes and the- 
atres much, anyway. 

England expects 
visitors for the ceremonies than 
any time within memory. 


at 


aided by easier travel facilities of 
modern times, is reason to believe 
(Continued on page 60) 





Stage Bicycling 





Bleycle racing on 
follows basketball, 
other experiments 
hypo, the Terminal, 


theatre stages 
badminton and 
as box 


The Terminal, starting bike races 
a®week ago, has the pedalers doing 





their work on treadmills. 


On | 


office | 
Newark, being | 
the first to revive bikes on the ros- | 
trum. House is on the Skouras chain. | 





Proposal to Rope’ 
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to have more | ; 
| and the last three minutes devoted 


The influx | to entertainment. 


of visitors from all over the world. | 


Neighborly Tolerance 
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Eight Exceed $20,000 Dur- 
ing Final Winter Weeks— 
Income Taxes Will Hurt 
Biz Starting Now 


_— 








—— 


MANY WINNERS 





Last week, which started with 
Washington's Birthday (22), was the 
final big gross period of the season. 
Usually there-is a sharp dive in at- 
tendance immediately after that holi- 
day, but this season proved the ex- 
ception. Out of a total of 27 attrac- 
tions on Broadway, 17 drew better 
than $15,000, while eight shows topped 
$20,000. Four were musicals, with an 
equal number of straight plays. 

Approaching income tax payment 
deadlines are expected to dent thea- 
tre grosses, but again Lent does not 
materially count, as indicated last 
week, when it was figured ti:at not 
a single attraction operated in the 
red, although several about broke 
even. As evidence of the week’s 
prosperous going there are no clos- 
ings scheduled for this Saturday. 

‘The Women’ topped its previous 
high gross mark by a couple of hun- 
dred dollars, getting $23,500, it being 

(Continued on page 57) 





As Giant NBC Program 


Pretentious 





program. series em- 
phasizing the theme of Americanism 
and serving as an antidote to the 
spread of European racial and other 
hatreds, will be launched on NBC 
within the next few weeks. Behind 
the broadcasts will be a group of 
outstanding publicists, industrial fig- 
ures and educators, headed by New- 
ton D. Baker. 

Noted playwrights have agreed to 
contribute scripts to the broadcasts 
which will originate from New York 
and Hollywood. Top names in legit 
and pictures have been lined up for 
the casts. Each program will run 
an hour, with all but the first two 





John Doe—New Style 


"WAY LEGITS’ BIG GROSSES 








Uplift Flops 





Winnipeg, March 2. 

Convicts in local bastile bored 
with the classical music fed ’em 
through p.a. horns at noon re- 
past and evening recreation pe- 
riods. 

Stripers threatened to riot un- 
less they got it sweet ’n’ hot. 
Officials have finally assented, 
so the cons now slop their soup 
in swing time, 











Poor Vaudeville; 
Here's All Left 





Total vaudeville time in metro- 
politan New York in combined 
Broadway, nabe and one night thea- 
tres, has reached the all time low of 


nine weeks. Computation includes 
one night ‘amateur’ theatres, split 
week vaude, weekend flesh bolsterers 
and Loew’s State, Radio City Music 
Hall, the Roxy and Apollo, colored 
vaudfilmer in Harlem. Actually 
there are only four full weeks, 
three split weeks in the lesser stands 
and the remaining two on the sup- 
posed neophyte time in the nabes. 
State. Music Hall, Roxy and the 
125th Street Apollo are the four 
full weeks. The Folly, Brooklyn, has 
(Continued on page 57) 


“JESSE JAMES’ A WOW ON 
PERSONAL APPEARANCES 


Pine Bluff, Ark., March 2 
It took a detail of city firemen to 








theatre here when Jesse James ap- 
peared in person. James, 89 years 
old, claims that it was not he who 
was shot to death by Bob Ford on 
April 3, 1882, but that it was Charles 
Bigelow who died, James changing 


tending his own 
‘himself’ buried. 


funeral and 





Philadelphia, March 2. 
WIP is now plugging ‘Barry | 
Sloan and His Scintillating 
Music’ in newspaper space and 
publicity. Sloan is heard on 
Hill Clothing Co. program, 
which just jumped from spot 
commercials to 15-mimute ses- 
sions. 
‘Barry Sioan’ is any set of 
discs Program Director Jim 
Allen decides to choose from 
transcription service, it leaked 
out this week. 














James tells a convincing tale and 


!is drawing good crowds to hear it. 
| For 50 years he has lived under the 


name of Jim Williams. 


PHILATORIUM, NEW B.0. 


National Stamp Exhibition, first of 
its kind held in Manhattan, has been 
set for May 1-9 in the N. Y. Museum 
of Science and Industry. 

A Philatorium, special display of 
valuable stamps will be a feature of 
the exhib which is to be in charge of 
W. E. Southard, publicist and pro- 
motion chief for the museum, 


Of It Round N.Y. 


handle the crowd at Community | 


[Here's What Happens to Riviera Nite 
Life When Wally Makes Whoopee 


+ 


By CHARLES LANIUS 


Cannes, Feb, 19. 

Mrs. Simpson had her first taste of 
night life since she has been in 
Cannes when Henry Clews, Ameri- 
can Rivieraite, threw a party in her 
honor at Bobby Guedey’s ‘Le Relais.’ 

Al Roman’s orchestra was _ bor- 
rowed from the Dolphin Club and 
the ballroom was carefully curtained 
from the bar. Precautions were 
taken to prevent news of the blow- 
out from reaching the ears of the 
newshawks, but the management, ap- 
preciating its publicity, couldn’t re- 





sist and by the time the party was in 
full swing the bar was doing a 
flourishing half-price business with 
the press boys. 

Although the party was originally 
intended for 35 people only about 
twenty-five managed to arrive when 
several British and American women 
who are eligible for the Cannes social 
register—providing Cannes had a 
social register—decided to snob up 
on the ex-king’s intended ‘little 
woman.’ 

French Surete coppers looking full 
of business hung about the entrance 

(Continued on page 63) 


BOWES’ AMS GETTIN’ 
THE CARRIAGE TRADE 


Major Edward Bowes’ Chrysler 
program at CBS’ Manhattan play- 
house, N. Y., Thursday nights sees 
the first 10 rows of the 1,400-seater 
filled with plenty of soup-and-fish 














| 


clothes with the slain man and at- | 
saw | 


| plus ermine. 


lup. 


Class attendance is ac- 
counted for in the new Chrysler tie- 
Socialite cronies of the motor 
mogul and his associates are making 
lots of requests for the cuffo ogle of 
the ams, many of them being 
weekly repeats. Bowes’ large circle 
of cultured pais also swell the list. 

Tyro show is a natural for the 
socials in that it gives them plenty 
of time to arrive at the 9 p.m. frolic, 
Weekly chenge of the am program 
makes it a completely different show 
each week, and the added zest of a 
pseudo-slumming party is another 
attraction. 





N.Y. Public School Teacher 


Becomes Pupil’s Manager 

Sarah Wittstein, teacher at P. S. 
20, in N. Y. C., has turned theatrical 
manage to handle business of Sammy 
Goldberg 3-year-old singer who 
clicked on Major Bowes’ amateur 
program. 

Since kid copped a first prize, girl 
has handled all his affairs, at ine 
sistance of the kid’s parents, residing 
on N. Y.’s lower East Side. Singer 
who has been on call for weddings 
and socials has too received several 


| contributions since heard on the air. 


Engagements also accounted for in 


air appearance, 
William Morris’ office was intere- 
ested in the kid and there is talk 


that Gertrude Berg is considering 


him for her new radio program, 
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Jeff McCarthy, Pioneer Creator of 
the $2 Roadshow Film, Dies at 58 





Joseph Jefferson (Jeff) McCarthy, 
who died of diabetes at the age of 58 
in Beverly Hills last Thursday (25), 
was the outstanding figure in special | 
exploitation of the topflight pictures. | 
For the past several years he was | 
with the Hays organization in New | 
York, but previously his name was | 
connected with the Broadway runs | 
and roadshows of $2 films. Holly- | 
wood executives often consulted Jeff 
McCarthy whether a 
strong enough for a special try, and 
his judgment was 
lowed. 


McCarthy entered the picture field 
from the legitimate theatre. Starting 
in his native New Orlean: as a bill- 
poster he became an advance man on 
the road and gravitated to Broadway. 
He agented Cohan & Harris attrac- 
tions and then became general man- 
ager for George Brennan when the 
latter produced “The Ciansman.’ It 
was that connection that led to his | 
entry into the picture field. 


When D. W. Griffith made “The 
Clansman’ into ‘The Birth of a Na- 
tion, McCarthy took keen interest. 
He had joined with Theodore Mitch- 
ell, also a legit publicity man, in 
exploiting what was eventually re- 
garded as one of the greatest, if not 
the No. 1 silent film. So well did 
they rate ‘Nation’ that it was decided 
to charge $2 top. 


Top Money-Maker 


It was the first picture with that 
scale atid show business was skeptical 
until the ‘Nation’ went on to set all 
sorts of records, as to run and re- 
ceipts. The film was presented at 
the Liberty, N. Y., in 1915, two show- 
ings daily, with a full orchestra in 
the pit, and sound effects back stage. 
‘Nation’ ran for 18 months on Broad- 
way. 

It was the greatest/ money maker 
of its kind for the amount spent in 
making it. ‘Nation’ cost a little over 
$100,000 to turn out. From three 
years of roadshowing it netted a 
profit of $4,000,000. 

The Liberty engagement and ex- 
ploitation of the Griffith picture 
proved that films could be presented 
along legit lines, with reserved seats 
and at the same prices then secured 
by stage shows. The firm of 
McCarthy and Mitchell proceeded to 
expand the possibilities and initiated 
the multiple film roadshow idea with 
‘Nation.’ McCarthy’s personality and 
business judgment made him well 
known and to his office were drawn 
any number of legit agents and 
company managers who were sent 
out with roadsiow pictures. 

McCarthy’s success was such that 
to theatre men across the country the 
matter of playing a roadshow film 
depended upon whether McCarthy 
was handling it. In other words, 
McCarthy’s name was more impor- 
tant than the title of the picture, 
who was in it, or who made it. 
They had found that McCarthy 
would not touch a bad one. 


There were 12 units of ‘Nation’ sent 
on tour and those outfits, too, set a 
new style in picture exhibition. With 
each print there were 21 men, com- 
plement being made up of a leader 
and 12 men in the orchestra, com- 
pany manager, agent and second man, 
three stage hands and two operators. 

McCarthy and his partner at one 
time took over the Chestnut St. opera 
house, Philadelphia, and tivene i that 
city with ‘The Spoilers’ (film). Next 
they gave Griffith’s ‘Intolerance’ a 
big start, but did not handle another 
Griffith film until ‘Way Down East,’ 
which proved the success anticipated. 
‘The Covered Wagon’ was another 
major assignment, with 14 units 
toured. Next came ‘The Big Parade.’ 


Erlanger’s Assignment 


picture was 


invariably fol- 














over Metro’s ‘Ben Hur’ in which 


While in Hollywood he saw a pre- 


gramer. 


strengthened the feature. His keen 
judgment in film values was clearly 
demonstrated, for ‘Parade’ ran a full 
year at the Astor, N. Y. 

McCarthy handled 


companies and 26 units of ‘Big 
Parade’ over a two year period—a 
total of 44 companies. 








McCarthy was sent to the Coast | 
by the late A. L. Erlanger to look | 


Erlanger had a percentage interest. | 
view of ‘Parade’ and begged Marcus | 
Loew not to release it as a pro-| 


He promised to send the | 
film into the big brackets if retakes | 


‘Ben Hur’ at | 
the same time, directing 18 ‘Hur’ | 


‘The Ten! 





McCarthy and D. C. 





The late Jeff McCarthy single- 
handedly defeated a_ possible 
national censorship of the 
screen. It was in 1916 when a 
censorship bill was readied in 
Washington and it had the 
okay of picture leaders who 
went on the theory that a 
Governmental measure would 
forestall individual censorship 
in the various states. McCarthy 
took the opposite view, figuring 
the states would follow Con- 
gress. 

Jack Connolly, then secretary 
for a Massachusetts representa- 
tive, asked McCarthy if he was 
interested in combatting the 
proposed Congressional mea- 
sure. McCarthy engaged the 
late Martin W. Littleton as at- 
torney, and their efforts, at the 
capital, killed the bill. The 
anti - censorship fight was 
financed by D. W. Griffth who 
put up the coin over a period 
of two years to combat other 
censorship moves. 

At the outbreak of the World 
War, Jeff McCarthy was close to 
the War Dept. He was asked 
to recommend names of men 
who were used in: the prop- 
aganda division and some were 
sent to Europe for that purpose. 
McCarthy never mentioned his 
official connection with Wash- 
ington, 











Commandments’ and Rainey’s ‘Hunt- 
ing Wild Game in Africa.’ were 
among other films guided to big 
money by the McCarthy idea. 


In 1927, Jeff McCarthy went to 
Hollywood as general assistant to 
Winfield R. Sheehan at the Fox stu- 
dios. He returned to New York 
about two years later and opened a 
talent and script office for that stu- 
dio. In 1933 he joined the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors of 
America as chairman of the adver- 
tising advisory council, passing on all 
film ad copy, stills and other pub- 
licity, which required his okay be- 
fore release. 

Among other ventures that at- 
tracted McCarthy’s attention, when 
he was exploiting pictures, was the 
first visit here of the Vatican Choir 
consisting of 84 voices. J. P. Muller, 
the ad agency mn, was one of the 
backers. McCarthy booked the choir 
and presented it along legit show 
lines too, and pulled the venture out 
of the red. 


Cohan & Harris paved the way for 
the roadshowing of pictures with 
‘Quo Vadis,’ which they handled for 
George Kleine. It was first shown 
at the Astor, N. Y., in 1914, after- 
noon prices being 50c., and $1 at 
night. When the late Jeff McCarthy 
was preparing the debut of ‘Birth of 
a Nation,’ he called upon George M. 
Cohan and revealed his idea of 
charging $2, asking the manager- 
star’s advice. Cohan okayed the 
price immediately and stated he was 
sorry they hadn’t established the 
same scale, because, ‘If they'll pay 
$1 they will pay two.’ 


Hays, Harrisen Statements 


Will H. Hays, president of the 
MPPDA, issued this statement on the 
passing of the showman: 


‘The death of J. J. McCarthy 
is an irreparable loss. The mo- 
tion picture industry loses one 
of its finest leaders and I lose 
an invaluable associate and a 
loyal friend. 


‘Jeff McCarthy was part of the 
history of motion pictures. No 
man knew more of their devel- 
opment. No man ever stood 
more firmly or courageously for 
what was right and good. 

‘His work in connection with 
our advertising code won uni- 
versal approval. His character, 
| his integrity, his experience, his 
vision and his counsel are quali- 
| 
| 





ties which we can ill afford to 
spare. 
fade.’ 


His memory will never 


| 

‘Jeff McCarthy was one of the 
} finest men that ever lived. He 
had strong convictions and stood 
steadfastly by them. He was a 
real, loyal friend. His splendid 
character was appreciated by 
everyone who knew him. He 
has done much for the screen 








Completing the last of a series 
of shorts at Warner Bros. Vita- 
phone Studios. 

Many thanks to Dick Willis, Lloyd 
French, Ray Foster, Jack Henley, 
Ed Foreman and to all the rest 
who have made our stay so pleas- 
ant. Especially to our very dear 
friend, Sam Sax. 

Direction: 

WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


Hollywood Virtually | 
Deserted on the Day of 
Santa Anita Handicap 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Santa Anita 53-day race meet end- 
ing March 6, is up many new turf 
records for the West. Total handle 
up to March was $25,346,035, which 
is nearly a half million over last 
year’s entire meet, and there are 
six days yet to go. 

Handicap day (27) drew new at- 
tendance high of 55,000 with wager- 
ing that day totaling $1,539,879. 
Wagering on Santa Anita handicap 
race was $386,553. 


Hollywood was practically deserted 
the day of the race and ‘studios at a 
virtual standstill. Al Sisto, Damy 
Variety handicapper, was the only 
local oracle to pick winners in both 
the derby and handicap. 











Vogueing Baxter, Bennett 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Warner Baxter and Joan Bennett 
will play the leads in Walter Wan- 
ger’s “Vogues of 1938,’ which Irving 
Cummings directs. 
Baxter is on loan from 20th-Fox. 








Frank Buck’s Jungler 


Hollywood, March 2. 
George Melford will direct ‘Jungle 





Senator Pat Harrison’s statement: | 


Menace, first of four serials Louis 

Weiss will make for Columbia. 
Arthur Hoe?! is seripting the thril- 

ler, which will feature Frank Buck. 





and his untimely death is a loss 
to the country.’ 





Interment East 


The casket will arrive at Grand 
Central station, N. Y., Thursday (4) 
at 9 a. m., for transfer by train to 
Mount Pleasant (White Plains) 
where interment will be made at the 
Gate of Heaven cemetery. Accom- 
panying the remains are the widow, 
Mrs. Sadie McCarthy, the deceased’s 
brother-in-law and his sister, Mr. 
and Mrs. Earle Hammons (Educa- 
tional Films). 

Party will be met at the station by 
Walter Moore and Clayton Sheehan, 
who arranged for the funeral; also 
Mrs. Mary Gilman of New Orleans, 
a sister of the widow. There will 
be no services other than final rites 
at the cemetery, two p.m. 





Hollywood, March 2. 

Funeral services for J. J. McCar- 
thy were held Saturday (27) at 
Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Beverly Hills, with mass conducted 
by Father John J. Devlin, pastor of 
St. Victor’s Roman Catholic Church 
in West Hollywood. Rosary was 
said at a service at the residence 
|Friday night (26). 

Body was shipped yesterday (Mon- 
day) to New York for internment. 





Mary Summers’ Roach Pic 
Chicago, March 2, 
Mary Summers, daughter of Allan 
Summers of vaude, going to Coast 
for Hal Roach. 
Spotted for next Laurel and Hardy 
flicker. 





KEN MURRAY AND OSWALD, 











Wednesday; March 3, 1937 











~~ Hollywood Odds and Ends 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Hollywood, March 2, 


You can make more money writing for Hollywood than about Hollywood, 
The art of acting here has developed tremendously. They even re- 


hearse in the restaurants. 


Paul Muni is in a great spot out here. All the girls say they are out 


here to make Muni. 


Haven’t met Garbo, Dietrich, Simone Simon, Marion Davies or Joan 


Crawford as yet. 
even. 


For that matter they haven’t met me either, so we're 


You can’t walk the streets of Hollywood without staggering into an 


old vaudevillian. 


Julius Tannen claims it’s hard to get the picture boys to play favorites 


at Santa Anita. 


They are so used to ‘long shots.’ 


Caught some guys out here exchanging autographs for fingerprints. 
They get all tired out ‘knocking wood.’ 


They ring bells for traffic here. 
of putting in Swiss Bell Ringers. 


Some of the boys out here have no faith in mirrors. 


The nicer neighborhoods are thinking 


But as Johnny 


Stanley once said, ‘When you get home at night you gotta be on the level 
with your pillow. You can’t cut that down to four minutes.’ 
When the old boys out here talk about vaudeville they say it with a 


caress in their voice. 


Wonder how they find it out when a radio writer goes insane? 

The weather out here is beautiful between rains. 

Funny how some guys let success go to their stomachs. 

Sidney Fields has the most photographed ear in the picture business. 
Been in pictures for years and they haven’t caught his eye yet. 

It’s funny to watch the evolution of a guy from the east... first week 


he is panning everything. . 


. second week he decides to get one of those 


funny shirts ... just a plain polo shirt... then as the weeks go on and 
he gets more confident his option will be taken up, he starts ‘going 


to town’ 


... he ends up with a very quiet pair of red pants, blue shoes, 


yellow handkerchief, plaid socks, pink underwear and an old devil-take-it 


hat. The next step is to boost the weather, 


gone. They can sell you anything. 


By that time, brother, you’re 


Tom Mix carries two hats. If one blows away he has the other one. 
Some locals figure the same way about wives. 
Gene Fowler says, ‘If you do favors for friends they will never forgive 


you for it’ 


Joe Bigelow says that the boys get so lonesome in their big offices, just 
to pass the time away several have been known to give a hot foot to their 


desks. 


One gets many nods of non-recognition here. 
Was in a picture house and remarked to the manager about the small 


crowd. 
show.’ 


‘That’s all right,’ said he, ‘there will be less complaints about the 


When Eli Perkins, the great humorist, was asked by a lecture bureau, 
‘What will you take for 40 nights in California?’, Perkins wired back, 


‘Brandy and soda.’ 


I guess he knew the rainy season was on. 


Eddie Cantor, after reading a pan from a radio critic, said, ‘I am very 
unfortunate; the only ones I can please is my public.’ 
Saw a picture star who is touted as a polo player (by his press agent) 


learning how to ride a horse. 


Some day someone is going to write about the Heart of Hollywood. It 


has one. 


But they figure it isn’t big enough for a feature. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Harry Baldwin. 
Monty Banks. 
Eddie Beloin. 

Jack Benny. 

Al Boasberg. 
Kate Brown. 
Howard Dietz. 
Janet Gaynor. 
Mack Gordon. 
Earle W. Hammons. 
Tom Harrington. 
William Keighley. 
Edgar Kennedy. 
Jere Knight. 
Margaret Lindsay. 
Mrs. J. J. McCarthy. 
Dick Mooney. 
Polly Moran. 

Bill Morrow. 
Mary Pickford. 
William A. Pierce. 
Harry Revel. 
Charles R. Rogers. 
Don Wilson. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Myrt Blum. 

Rufe Davis. 
Monroe Greenthal. 
Arthur Kent. 
James A. Mulvey. 
ZaSu Pitts. 

George J. Schaefer. 
Oscar Strauss. 


SAILINGS 


March 3 (London to New York), 
Gracie Fields, Ruth Aarons, Ben 
Goetz, Benny Thau, Bob Ritchie, Ce- 
cil Bernstein, Cecilia Colledge, 
George Sherwood (Queen Mary). 

March 3 (London to New York), 
Simon Van Lier (lle de France). 

March 3 (New York to London), 
Reg Connelly, Frank Harle, Mme. 
Gina Cigna, Mary Pickford, Ruth 
Chatterton, Sergei Rachmaninoff, 
Gilbert Miller, Hassard Short, Wini- 
fred Shotter, Maj. W. L. Greenlees, 
Ignace Friedman, Mr. and Mrs. Max 
Baer, Mr. and Mrs. Harlan E. Read 
(Berengaria). 

Feb. 28 (New York to Hamburg), 
Elizabeth Schumann (Hamburg). 

Feb. 27 (New York to London), 
Afrique, Ernest Hemingway, Sidney 
Franklin, Gregor Piatigorsky, Uday 
Shan-Kar and Ballet, Mme. Lea L. 
Hutz, Jeanne Gautier, Arnold 
Meckel (Paris). 

Feb. 26 (West Indies Cruise), Mr. 
and Mrs. J. R. Poppele (Staatendam). 

Feb. 26 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Doubleday, 
Camillo Aldao (Europa). 

Feb. 25 (New York to British 
Guinea), Josef Israels, 2d (Nerissa). 











|GRETA STARTS EARLY 


TOUR OF THE LOTS 


Hollywood, March 2. 

~Sirgi Gurie, Norwegian actress, 
recently imported by Samuel Gold- 
wyn for the lead opposite Gary 
Cooper in ‘The Adventures of Marco 
Polo,’ has been borrowed by Uni- 
versal for a spot in “The Road Back." 

She has changed her screen name 
to Greta Gynte. 


U Signs Radio Spieler 
And Princeton Senior 


Universal has signatured William 
Lundigan, announcer at WFBL, 
Syracuse, for a six-month trial start- 
ing March 15. Youth, who has been 
announcing and playing in skits at 
this radio station for about two 
years, gets a leave of absence from 
WFBL. He attended Syracuse U. 

James Foran, son of Senator Foran 
of New Jersey, and brother of Dick 








} Foran, already in films, has also been 


sigged. He is a senior at Princeton 
and won’t go to work for Universal 
until after his graduation in June. 


2 Twain Pic Kids Set 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Jackie Moran, child actor who 
made a splash in ‘Valiant Is The 
Word For Carrie’ and has since 
played a role in ‘Outcast,’ has been 
signed to a term contract by David 
Selznick. 

He joins A. W. Sweatt in Selz- 
nick-International’s child-star group. 
Sweatt was discovered in nation- 
wide quest for Tom Sawyer, and 
Jackie Moran looks set for the Twain 
classic with him. 








Metro’s Stripper Testee 
June St. Clair, youthful blonde 
stripper last seen in N. Y. at the 
Apollo (42nd Street, N. Y., burley 
house), is being screen tested by 
Metro, 





ARRIVALS 


Oscar Strauss, Federico Longas, 
Margharita Salvi, Clifford Gray, 
Jeanne Bousquet, C. Wynn, Lou 
Brouillard, Milton Shu’ 2rt, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Anthony, Lillian 
Fischer, Max Schmeling, Mrs. Belloc 
Lowndes, Fritz Reiner, Raymond 
Massey, Otto Kruger, Victor Jory. 
Joseph Schmidt, F. Mannheimer, 


Diamond Bros., Mr. and Mrs. Con 


Colleano, Kurt Stoof. 
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SHEARER, MUNI-ACAD TOPS? 





N. Y. World's Fair (1939) Counting 
On Real Support From the Pix Biz 
For a Creditable H'wood Exhibit 


+ 


Officials of the New York World’s 
Fair already are laying tentative 
plans to enlist the leading picture 
companies in a vast industry ex- 
hibit that will be a real credit to the 
cinema. Reason that they are start- 
ing early on this project is because 
they do net want a repetition of the 
experience suffered by Chicago Fair 
officials when a private corporation 
eventually staged and conducted the 
big studio-film show or _ exhibit. 
This Chicago replica of a film studio 


was designated as ‘Hollywood in 
Chicago’ and viewed by many in- 
dustry leaders subsequently as a 


detriment rather than an educaticnal 
boost for pictures. 

One factor entirely changed for 
the New York fair will be that the 
picture companies will be consider- 
ably richer and better able to provide 
the money for such an exposition ex- 
hibit than in Chicago. Originally 
the film companies were not par- 
ticularly interested in a Chi expo 
exhibit, because of leck of ready 
funds, for one thing, at that time. 
This prompted all major companies 
to steer clear of backing a picture 
industry exhibit of the type proposed 
—a replica of a modern Hollywood 
studio plant. In its place was the 
privately financed and _ operated 
‘Hollywood’ show, with old cameras, 
mawkish sets, etc. For the 25c. ad- 
mission fee, the average World’s 
Fair visitor felt that the strip of 
film he received was the biggest 
break he obtained at the exhibit. 

Idea of bringing name stars to the 
1939 model exhibit, while they are 
east on vacation, also is to be in- 
corporated in plans outlined to in- 
dustry executives. While an effort 
was made to do this with the Chicago 
Hollywood show, only a couple of 
near-celebs actually put in an ap- 
pearance, say Chicago officials. This 
was due primarily to the fact that 
the industry gave the Chicago ex- 
hibit little backing or official recog- 
nition. 

With so much interest already be- 
ing displayed in advance in the New 
York exposition by numerous private 
enterprises, the film industry un- 
doubtedly will be approached from 
the angle that the business should 
have an official exhibit or display, 
staged and conducted under guid- 
ance of top flight producer super- 
vision. 





Sol Wurtzel Japaning 
For Reaction on ‘Moto’ 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Sol Wurtzel, 20th-Fox producer, 
will sail for Japan in May on a 
combined business and_ pleasure 
trip. 

Wurtzel. who is making a series of 
‘Mr. Moto’ detective pictures with 
Peter Lorre in the role of the J. P. 
Marquand Japanese sleuth, will feel 
out the Japanese government on the 
characterization by a foreigner. 





Grover Jones in a Spot 





Hollywood, March 2 

Grover Jones, Satevepost’s true 
confessor on the Hollywood sector, 
has missed his best story again. 
When the wife to whom he had been 
married 16 years, went to ##& hos- 
pital suffering from a nervous break- 
down, Jones, loathe to break the 
family circle, went along, too. No 
other room being available, hos ital 
booked Jones into the maternity 
wing. 

Being non-Catholic in a Catholic 
hospital, Par’s veteran scripter, now 





signed to Walter Wanger, can’t get | 


used to a nun quietly turning down 
his bed and putting out his pajamas 


next to his newspapers and scripts. 


Can't get used either to nuns’ con- 
fiding all the blessed event 
from day to day. 


news | $3,000 rather 


+ 








Liberty Mag Briefies 


Hollywood, March 2. 

‘Reflection’ will be the first of a 
series of 12 shorts to be made by 
Featurettes, Inc., from Liberty mag 
short yarns. Esther Ralstoi, Pierre 
Watkin and Brooks Benedict top 
cast. Group will be made in Veri- 
color and Cinecolor. 

Tommy Atkins will direct from 
Dale Armstrong’s screen play. 





High Court OK's 
Anew Pix Actors 


10%, Obligations 


Los Angeles, March. 2. 

Far-reaching decision in regard to 
actors’ agency suits in California was 
reached last week when the state 
supreme court refused to review a 
case in which Small & Landau, 
agents, received a verdict of $10,000 
from Lloyd Nolan over his breaking 
of a contract which had three years 
to run. 

Swarts & Tannenbaum, attorneys | 
for the agency, sued on the ground 
that their client should receive com- 
mission on Nolan’s probable earnings 
for the remainder of the contract. 
Court ruled that inasmuch as Nolan 
had a contract at Columbia studio 
for three years, the agency should 
receive $10,000. 

Laurence Beilenson, 
the Screen Actors’ Guild, and Simon 
& Garbus, appeared in behalf of 
Nolan. Lloyd Wright and Charles 
E. Millikan, attorneys for actors’ 
agencies, filed briefs for the plaintiff. 





attorney for 








STAN LAUREL MAY MAK 
OWN FILM PRODUCTIONS 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Stan Laurel is snubbing Hal Roach 
on overtures for a new contract, and 
insists that he will produce on his 
own. He's reported here en route 
from N. Y. with sufficient capital 
promoted for a series of feature- 
length comedies. It’s still indefinite, 
however, whether this means a split 
with his running mate, Oliver | 
Hardy, although that’s been pre- 
viously reported. 





Laurel intimates he will bracket 
himself alternately with various 
ranking funnymen. Attorneys on 
Monday filed in Sacramento incor- 





poration papers under name of Stan 


Laurel Productions, Ltd., capitalized | 
at $100,000, for generai theatre | 
amusement enterprises. Directors | 


named are Marjorie Glen, Lockwood | 
Miller, Richmond Wharton. 

Roach declares he knows nothing 
of Laurel's plans. Hardy’s contract 
with Roach has two more years to 


run. 


Ed Wynn’s $3,000 From 
WB Typewriter Effect 


Ed Wynn has accepted a settlement 
out of court from Warner Bros., who 
used an effect owned by him, first | 
seen in ‘The Perfect Fool,’ produced 
on Broadway in 1924. The effect, | 
used in the film, ‘Ready, Willing and | 
Able,’ is that of a huge typewriter, 
with girls used 
and type bars. 

Sidney R. Fleisher, attorney for 
| Wynn, advised the acceptance of 
than have the claim 
drag through the courts. 





in place of keys | 


JOPIN" WINNAHS 
WYLER, “FRMOCD 


—— ee 


Thursday Is Der Tag for the 





+ 





Annual Academy Awards | 
—Inside Stuff on How the | 


Studios May Be Trading 


Votes for Prestige—Miss | 
Shearer’s ‘Juliet’ and Paul | 


Muni’s ‘Pasteur’ 


Strong 


IMPOSING ROSTER 


Hollywood, March 2. 


Look| 


Selection for winners of the ninth | 


annual Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences award will go 
pretty much the way of Metro. With 
the so-called inner circle antipathy 
of the extinct Screen Writers’ Guild 
and the Screen Actors’ Guild mem- 
bers toward the Academy, there has 
not been any exuberance or enthu- 
siasm with respect to the voting of 
the awards, which will be announced 
at the banquet Thursday night (4) in 
the Biltmore Bowl. 

Though the disinterest is shown 
outside of studios, many of them are 
not so keen about the awards, due 
to the selections that were made for 
balloting. Heaviest interest is being 
shown by Metro, Warners and Sam 
Goldwyn; with Columbia, of course, 
interested, as it has been since the 


company garnered a flock of awards | 


two years ago. 
With Metro having heaviest em- 
ployee membership in the Academy 
(Continued on page 22) 


FRANKLIN GIVEN 1ST 





7-YEAR TERMER AT MG’ 





Hollywood, March 2. 

First straight seven-year contract 
ever given a director was inked last 
Wednesday (24) by Sidney Franklin 
at Metro. His last picture was ‘The 
Good Earth.’ He has been at the 
studio 10 years. 

Franklin will spend two months in 


|New York looking over plays and 


upon his return direct Norma Shearer 
in her next picture, the first since 
her husband’s death. 


Dorothy Hall’s Pix Bids 


Warner and 20th-Fox are dicker- 
ing with Dorothy Hall, legit, for 





pictures. She’s starring currently in 
Jack Curtis’ play, ‘Behind Red 
Lights.’ 


Miss Hall previously was tested by 
Fox and made pictures for Par- 
amount, east and west. 





By JOE McDONALD 


Reno, March 2. 





Reno's Crop of Show Biz Divorces 
Ups: Cowboys Raid Beery s Lodge. 


H'wood P.A.’s May Have Become 


Suppress Agents But Here's How 
They Regard Certain Chiselers 








Slight Switch 
London, Feb. 19. 

London Films’ casting di- 
rector hurriedly called’ an 
agency the other morning for 
three ‘vestal virgins.’ ‘And 
make it snappy,’ he urged, ‘we 
want them quick for an ‘J, 
Claudius’ sequence.’ 

Agency rapidly thumbed its 
file of lovelies, picked three, 
dated ’em, and called back the 
studio to report. 

‘Oh, we'll have to call the 
deal off,’ came the answer, ‘we 
shan’t want ’em now—we got j 
three of the Dorchester Girls!’ 














WB SIGNS ‘ICE 
FOLLIES CO. OF 
0 FOR PIC 


—_—_ ——_ 





Detroit, 

‘Ice Follies of 1937,’ 
professional skaters, were signatured 
to a Warner Bros. contract here last 
week while revue was making a 
four-day stand at Olympia arena. 
Long distance wires burned all week 
between Jack Warner and Edward A 


March 2, 


comprising 50 


Mahlke, manager of the revue, and 
Jacob Wilk came here Wednesday 
(24) to give the carnival the final 


0.0. and close deal. 


which has been brewing 
for some time, calls for a!] members 
of revue, including Bess Ehrhardt, 
young Duluth star, and Eddie Ship- 
stad and Oscar Johnson, ice 
comedians who are co-producers of 
the revue with Mahlke, to be on the 
Coast in April after completion of a 
transcontinental tour. Story will 
feature Miss Ehrhardt and Shipstad 
and will be built around pro skating. 

Title hasn't been selected, but sub- 
tag will read ‘Featuring Ice Follies 
of 1937.’ Flicker is scheduled for re- 
lease next October. 


Contract, 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Milt Gross is back on the 20th-Fox 
lot collabing with Wallace Sullivan 








on the script of ‘Thin Ice,’ the next 
Sonja Henie flicker. 

Gross’ last chore was on a saniaitel 
to Metro. 


| 
| 
I! 


| 
Mitchell is almost a Reno native as 
she has been out here a couple of 


Headed by Arline Judge. who just} times and once before secured a 
landed. Reno’s coloy of.film celebrity | Reno decree from Leon Leonidoff, 
divorce seekers is reaching old time | W2om she remarried and is again 
proportions and like spring, after a | SU!MS. 
hard winter, the change is welcome.| Julia Laird, looking snappy and 
Miss Judge and her lawyer from Los! happy in a black costume, arrived 
Angeles, Milton Black, climbed. off | here early in February to make Reno 
one car of the train, posed for a lot | her home until she qualifies to file 
of pictures and gave Reno the glad | suit against John M Kirkland, play- 
hand. From another car, but keep- | wright. Two months of married life 
ing well in the background for| with Kirkland was sufficient. she 
the moment, her millionaire fiance | said. She will charge incompatibil- 
dropped off unnoticed and his pres-| ity. Nevada has a new divorce 
ence in Reno was not known until | ground which obviates the use of the 
the next day. He is Daniel Reed | word cruelty and she may be the | 
Topping and he owns the Brooklyn | first to use it. 

Dodgers professional football team Merle Crowell, publisher and edi- 
'and is going to marry Miss Judge | tor, dropped into Reno last week to 
about April 5. when she secures her | Visit his two young sons, who with 
divorce from Wesley Ruggles, film | their mother, Mary Crowell, has 
director. been living in Reno for the past | 
Mrs. Fannie Todd Mitchell, ptay-| Seven years. Mrs. Crowell! has some 
wright, has only a few more days to | literary ambitions and while waiting 

wait for her decree. In fact Miss (Continued on page 29) 


e re 


March 2. 
Hollywood press agents may have 
become suppress agents, concede the 
p.a.’s for the sake of argument, but 
what have the newshounds become? 
A flock of sleepy-eyed Horace 
Greeleys, if p.a.’s can read their own 
notes right, which nobody concedes 


Hollywood, 


for a moment. 

Recent survey by p.a.’s_ shows 
scribblers behind the eight-ball on 
almost any news Item and snoring 
their heads off 'til cracked by a bil- 
liard cue and told, ‘Here, here’s an 
item for your paper.’ 

Feuds between studios and cily 
desks are rarely caused, argue flacks, 
by fact that scribes are too good. 
They’re caused because they're not 


good enough. For one scribbler who 
will go out and hustle for news, the 
town has a dozen who can’t even 
see a story that’s told them, o1 
handed them, until somebody else 
prints it and an editor banners it. 


Then the rival scribblers scream that 
they’ve been denied the right to vio- 
late a confidence. 

Thing that burns exclusive-addicts, 
according to survey held by flacks, is 
that girl-reporters top boy-friends 

(Continued on page 11) 


‘LA CAVA WILL DIRECT 


STAGE DOOR’ AT RKO 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Gregory La Cava goes to RKO to 
direct the Pandro S. Berman produc- 
lion of the Broadway play, ‘Stage 
Door,’ which will star Ginger Rogers, 
Katharine Hepburn and Burgess 
Meredith. Marjorie Lord, recently 
contracted at the studio, also goes 
into the cast. 

Play by George S. Kaufman and 
Edna Ferber is being adopted by An- 
thony Veiller. Production is slated 
for early May. 
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PIC STUDIOS REGULATING PLAYERS’ AIR 
TIME; COWAN NEW CHECKER AT PAR 








Hollyweod Cooperating More With Radio—Expe- 
dites Schedules Not to Jazz Up Film Work—WB 
Already Has Similar System | 


Sa 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Regulation of the radio activities | 
of its contract players has been in- 


voked by Paramount, the second 
studio to take such a step. Rubey 
Cowan is moving over on the lot 


from National Broadcasting Co.’s | 
artists’ bureau to take charge. 

With a half dozen of its leading | 
comics and crooners on frequent call 
for rehearsals and broadcasting, it 
will be Cowan’s duty to see that time 
is cleared so that absences from the 
lot won’t conflict with shooting 
schedules. 

All radio contacts for players will 
be handled by Cowan, who will 
okay all commitments for air time, 
sustaining or otherwise. He takes 
over April 1. 

Warners has a similar setup in| 
operation through its financing of 
Transamerican. All radio deals and 
matters are referred to Martin 
Gosch of Transamerican for okay. 

With heavy drain on players for 
guest shots on transcontinentals, it 
is likely that other major lots will 
follow suit and institute some kind 
of an arrangement to keep the stu- 
dio records _ straight. Heaviest 
squawk against players taking air 
dates is that it interferes with their 
picture work. It is felt that the kinks 
can’ be ironed out by apprising the 
radio contractors of just what pe- 
riods are available for outside work 
and schedules arranged accordingly. 
This would also create a friendlier 
feeling between picture studios and 
agencies buying the taient. 





A 30-piece band will be assembled 
on the Paramount lot in Hollywood 
as background for the Par broad- 





casts which begin Sunday (14). No 
mames as leaders are being consid- 
ered. 


| Ziegfeld’ (MG), 





Lewin to Concentrate 


On Lombard Flickers: 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Albert Lewin, back from a Euro- 
pean vacash, has checked in as as- | 
sociate producer at Paramount to} 
assume charge of the Carole Lom- 
bard pictures. He and Miss Lom- 
bard are huddling on stories. 

Lewin left Metro after the death 
of Irving Thalberg, with whom he 
had been associated in production 
for years. 


PIX TO THE 
KING'S TASTE 


London, Feb. 21. 

With the King and Queen among 
the keenest film fans in Britain, 
British distribs are paying a lot of 
attention to royalty. 

Royal residence at Sandringham 
has its own projection theatre, and 
a list of motion pictures ‘com- 
manded’ for presentation during the 
King’s recent holiday stay there 
contains 27 features, together with 
a considerable number of cartoons 
and shorts. 

Pictures endorsed by royal ap- 
proval were: 

‘Modern Times’ (UA), ‘Gay Des- 














perado’ (UA), ‘Ghost Goes West’ 
(UA), “Fire Over England’ (UA), 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG), ‘Great 


‘Born to Dance’ 


Boris Morros is getting the or- | (MG), ‘Tale of Two Cities’ (MG), 


Studios Ship 22 
Pix Gut of State 
To Beat Tax Rap 


Hollywood, March 2. 

In order to escape the property 
tax, major studios shipped out 22 
negatives last week, leaving 48 on 
hand to take the rap. It’s a yearly 
biz to get ’em out of the state. Bite 
wet on yesterday (Mon.). 

legatives on hand, subject to the 
4% tax are: Columbia, three; Metro, 
six; Paramount, four; RKO, six; Re- 
public, three; 20th-Fox, six; Univer- 
sal, six; Warners, 10, and Grand Na- 
tional, four. 


N. 0. Has Pix Prod. Yen 


New Orleans, March 2. 
Mel Washburn, pix editor and 
dromatic critic of the New Orleans 
Item and Morning Tribune, to Hol- 
lywood for a month doing special 
st-ries and interviews for these 
ncwspapers. He is also on a special 
m'-cion to the film capital to inter- 
e-* producers in establishing a pix 
s’) 9 on recently developed lake 
fi ~t here. 
'» Meyers, former radio editor, 
is :*>bing for Washburn while he is 
away. 


Bill Grady Goes RKO 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Bill Grady checks in at RKO this 
w~': to head the new talent depart- 
mont. 
dy recently pulled out as cast- 
in cirector at Metro. 


Polly Moran P.A.’ing 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Polly Moran has gone to New York 
on a personal appearance and radio 
tour. 
She'll be away six weeks. 




















‘Love on the Run’ (MG), ‘San 
Francisco’ (MG), ‘Mr. Cinderella’ 
(MG), ‘Gorgeous Hussy’ (MG), ‘Rose 
Marie’ (MG), ‘Windbag the Sailor’ 
(G-B), ‘Sabotage’ (G-B), ‘O.H.M.S.’ 
(G-B), ‘Good Morning, Boys’ (G-B), 
‘Petrified Forest’ (WB), ‘Green 
Pastures (WB), ‘Light Brigade’ 
(WB), ‘White Angel’ (WB), ‘Mr. 
Deeds’ (Col), ‘Invisible Man’ (U) 
‘Lloyds of London’ (20th-Fox), and 
‘Hortobagy,’ ‘Mayerling’ and ‘Bonne 
Chance.’ Last three are European 
productions. 


WANGER, METRO, U RUSH 
SPANISH WAR THEMERS 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Metro, Universal and Walter Wan- 
ger (UA) are rushing pictures con- 
cerning Spanish revolution with 
Wanger having the production edge 
at this time. His ‘The River Is Blue,’ 
formerly ‘Castles in Spain’ is in pro- 
duction; Lewis Milestone directing 
from Clifford Odets’ script. 

Universal has taken ‘Delay In the 
Sun’ off the shelf for a Robert Pres- 
nell production. Metro recently pur- 
chased ‘Spanish Omelette,’ by Ed- 
ward Hope Coffey, Jr. U’s story con- 
cerns a busload of tourists stranded 
in Spain during the revolution, while 
‘Omelette’ is built around happen- 
‘ings in an American consulate dur- 
ing the war. 


Par Pacts 2, Drops 1 


Hollywood, March 2, 
Paramount has given a new two- 
year producer contract to George 
Arthur, head cutter. Harlan Thomp- 
son had his producer pact extended 
two years also. 

Studio dropped Ketti Gallian from 
contract list. 














3 FROM CHI FOR M-G 

Marianne Bertrand, Linda Yale 
and Jack Hubbard, all of Chicago, 
have been placed under option by 
Metro and will be brought to N. Y. 
for’ grooming before being screen 
tested. 

Miss Bertrand and Hubbard came 
from the Goodman theatre organiza- 
tion, 





PIX CO-OPERATIVE 


So Says Hays, Be It Television or 
For Radio Usages 





There will be no ban on the use 
of motion picture films in television 
broadcasts. This statement from Will 
Hays last week clears up general be- 
lief in the industry that major pic- 
ture companies would not rent or 
lease product for sight-sound pro- 
grams when television actually ar- 
rives. While films have been used 
on test televistic broadcasts and 
large picture companies were agreed 
that they would willingly supply 
them for this purpose, the attitude 
on their usage on big television pro- 
grams was not so clear. 

There is no intention to confine 
screen product, as an art, to one me- 


Relative to the use of picture stars 
on radio network programs, Hays 
confirmed trade association reports 
that exhibitor antagonism was sub- 
siding. He expressed the belief that 
a better understanding was being 
effected on the Coast through. the 
more intelligent use of individuals 
and values (material). 

Full recognition has been given to 
the fact that the film player-radio 
situation is a problem requiring 
painstaking judgment, according to 
Hays, but he claimed that the in- 
dustry had no differences with the 
radio biz. 


Repatriated Balaban 


Chicago, March 2. 

A. J. Balaban is sailing from Ge- 
neva, Switzerland, March 10, to re- 
establish a permanent residence for 
himself and family in this country. 
Two theatre deals, here and in St. 
Louis, are nearing completion, and 
necessitate a return from Europe, 
where he has lived for the past seven 
years, 








dium, according to Hays. He stated 
that pictures would be furnished 
for any new entertainment field, 
with usual limitations as to usage, | 
fees, etc. 


| 





Clearing All Wires 


Hollywood, March 2, 

Republic studios switchboard 
is so busy that all personal calls 
between employes have been 
ordered. plugged out. 

Front office pointed to the in- 
creased production in dictating 
the edict, 

















VALIANT GOES 
AS METRO EPIC 


Hollywood, March 2. 

With a budget comparable to that 
of ‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ Metro 
has skeded ‘All the Brothers Were 
Valiant,’ Ben Ames Williams story, 
for an all-star cast. Yarn was made 
as a silent. 

‘Blue Blood,’ story of life in a 
fashionable girls’ school by Myles 
Connolly, producer at Columbia, has 
been put on the MG production 
schedule. Andy Garland will have 
her most important spot in the pic- 
ture. 


MG’s Buildmg Splurge 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Metro is erecting an executive 
building on the Culver City lot. 
Bids also will be received next 
week for six nev sound stages. 














New S-I Story Head 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Mrs. Jere Knight, for the past year 
assistant to Val Lawton, head of 
Selznick-International’s story staff 
has been appointed eastern story 
editor by Katharine Brown, David 
QO. Selznick’s eastern representative. 

Miss Brown, who has been on the 
Coast for confabs, has returned to 
New York with Mrs, Knight. 





KENNY BAKER CROONING WB 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Kenny Baker, tenor on Jack 
Benny program, has a lead in Warn- 
er’s ‘The Great Crooner.’ 
Mervyn Le Roy produces when 
ready. 





Par’s Strong $18,000,000 Cash 
Position; Net Earnings $3,700,000 





Wall Street sees Paramount’s new 
issue of $15,000,000 3% 10-year con- 
vertible debentures (March 1, 1947) 
over the top. Next important finan- 
cial move in Paramount, from the 
downtown angle, appears to be the 
declaration of a dividend on the 
company’s common stock. 

Fact that the firm is clearing up 
its arrears’ dividend on the second 
preferred shares leads to this, and 
by April 1 the company shall have 
been fully paid up on its dividends 
on both the first and second pre- 
ferred shares. 

Also, the firm is expected now to 
make a study of means for refund- 
ing the remainder of its 6 per cent 
sinking fund debentures. 

Paramount’s cash position is con- 
sidered in the trade as unusually 
strong, and amounting to around 
$18,000,000 to $20,000,000, according 
to estimate. ~ 

Rights to exchange the 20-year 6 
per cent sinking fund debentures 
for the new convertible 3% per cent 
convertible debentures expires on 
March 9, next. 

The new debentures are converi- 
ible until five days prior to redemp- 
tion date or maturity into common 
shares at $331-3 per share until 
March 1, 1942, and thereafter until 
Feb. 23, 1947, at $40 per share. 

The exchange of debentures is 
made without adjustment of interest. 
Write-off on Spain 
Paramount has written down its 
entire investment in Spain, amount- 
ting to approximately $240,000, its 
report on fourth quarter, 1936, earn- 
ings show. Estimated net earnings 
of the company for this period end- 
ing Jan, 2, 1937, are $3,700,000, after 

all charges. 

This represents around $1.72 per 
share on the 1,907,179 shares of com- 
mon outstanding at the end of the 
quarter, 

There were outstanding at the end 





of the quarter 210,129 shares of cu- 





mulative convertible $100 par value 
(convertible into common at one for 
seven) 6% first preferred, and 643,- 
751 shares of cumulative convertible 
$10 par value (convertible into com- 
mon at 10 for nine) 6% second pre- 
ferred. Dividend accruals for the 
period on these classes of stock 
amounted to $412,000. 


As of Wednesday (24) there were 
outstanding 165,465 shares of first 
preferred; 643,661 shares of second 


preferred, and 2,219,908 shares of 
common, indicating a _ substantial 
conversion movement in the first 


preferred shares. 


Earnings for the quarter do not 
include earnings of Olympia Thea- 


tres, Ine., and subsidiaries, which 
were in receivership during the 
period, 


Company is making a payoff of 
the 60c., arrears dividend on the 
second preferred and additionally is 
declaring a regular current quarterly 
dividend of $1.50 per share on the 
first preferred and 15c. per share 
on the second preferred. These divi- 
dends are payable as of April 1, to 
stockholders of record as of March 
15. This means that as of April 1, 
next, the firm will have been fully 
paid up on its dividends on first 
and second preferred stock. 


Earnings for the fourth quarter are, 
after applying the final $200,000 of 
the special inventory reserve set up 
as of December 28, 1935, and include 
$600,000 of non-recurring income. 

During the quarter, the company 
received approximately $1,600,000 of 
dividends from _ non - consolidated 
subsidiaries. This is approximately 
$800,000 above Paramount’s net in- 
terest as a stockholder in the non- 
consolidated subsidiaries during the 
quarter. Total dividends received 
throughout 1936 from such sub- 
Sidiaries were $300,000 less than 
Paramount's net interest in the sub- 
sidiaries for the full year 1936. 





CONCILIATION 
PLANK BEST IN 
MPTOA PLAN 


Even if the conciliation plank 
alone in the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners association’s 10-point pro- 
gram were the sole constructive ac- 
complishment, it would be a marvel- 
ous forward stride for industry, 
That was indicated by Will Hays 
last week when questioned regarding 
complaints that the MPTOA program 
to remedy certain trade practices 
had not accomplished as much as had 
been anticipated. 

Hays further held that what has 
been accomplished to date was a 
step in the right direction, and he 
felt confident that serious considera- 
tion has been and is being given to 
the MPTOA program by the com- 
panies involved. He pointed out that 
the immeasurable complexities of 
any oampaign to correct so-called 
trade practice evils made progress 
naturally slow. He cited the 27,000 
miles of films and 12,000,000 people 
who daily see them as indicative of 
the vastness of the picture business, 
and the consequent seemingly ‘slow 
progress that results on any project. 


The conciliation plan, incidentally, 
is one of the few on which all major 
companies, responding to the MPTOA 
program, have agreed at least in 
part. It is generally understood in 
trade circles that the plan will be 
placed in operation as s00n as the 
necessary machinery is set up. 


YATES ON COAST TO 
OKAY REP EXPANSION 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Expansion plans at Republic, en- 
tailing an expenditure of $250,000, 
are expected to be okayed this week 
with the arrival of Herbert Yates 
from New York. Four stages, a 
New York street and additional 
dressing rooms will be erected. 


Yates also will go over production 
plans. It is not likely that a new 
production head will be chosen at 
this time to succeed Nat Levine, re- 
signed, to handle the current crop 
of pix. Yates, however, will confer 
with potential candidates for the 
job. 











Joe Brown’s 2d for Loew 





Hollywood, March 2. 
Joe E. Brown’s second picture for 
RKO release, titled ‘All Is Con- 
fusion,’ gets under way March 8. 
Edgar Sedgwick is producing for 
David Loew. 





Mono Samoan Pic 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Monogram is sending a production 
crew of 12, under the guidance of 
Dorothy Reid, associate producer of 
‘Paradise Island,’ to Samoa this week 
to obtain atmosphere and_ back- 
ground shots for the picture. 

Company had to obtain permission 
from the U. S. government to use the 
island naval base. 





Biano, Herdon Scouting 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Solly Biano has joined Warners’ 
talent scouting department. He’s cov- 
ering local spots for the Maxwell 
Arnow department. Prior to joining 
Warners, Biano was connected with 
the Zeppo Marx agency. 

Jerry Herdon has been made an 
assistant to Ted Lesser, talent chief 
at Paramount. He is ogling neo- 
phytes in the little theatres. 





1ST SIT-DOWN PIC 


Hollywood, March 2. 
General Pictures has bought the 
first of what will probably be a flood 
of sit-down strikers stories called 
‘We Can Wait.’ 
aaa McGrail authored idlers 
e. 





LEDERER’S COL. ‘HOPE’ 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Columbia’s ‘Cape of Good Hope’ 
gets Francis Lederer for male lead. 
Myles Connolly produces. 


. 














— 








_Wednesday, March 8, Se eee 








PicT@Res 


VARIETY e 











LAWMAKERS PICKING ON PIX 





_ + 


J. J. McCarthy 


J. J. McCarthy, who passed on last week in Beverly Hills, made notable 
contributions to the motion picture industry. It was he who literally 


lifted moving pictures overnight from the 10c. class into $2 film produc- INDE RST ANT 
tions. 


McCarthy was the film industry’s leading impresario for 12 years before 
the introduction of sound, and to his unusual showmanship and managerial 
ability may be attributed substantially the great success of ‘The Birth of 
a Nation,’ ‘’Way Down East,’ ‘The Covered Wagon,’ ‘The Ten Command- 
ments,’ ‘Ben Hur’ and ‘The Big Parade.’ He had nothing to do with the | 
writing, directing or producing of these pictures, but he had everything 
to do with launching their public presentation. He believed pictures were 
important and made them so. 














Film Biz, More Lily-White 
Than Ever, Starting to 
Greatly Resent 





pal Ogling of the B. O.— 
Every Legislative Front 
Seems to Want a Cut-In 
on Films m2 
| 
| 


McCarthy found audiences for films which the old time nickolodeon both 
neglected and repelled. For more than a decade, from 1915 to 1927, Mc-,| 
Carthy’s film road shows furnished playing time to thousands of legitimate | 
theatres, at legitimate admission prices, on a twice daily basis and of a 
presentation standard which never since has been approached. He put 
films into the same entertainment bracket with Maude Adams, John Drew, ; 
Ethel Barrymore and George Cohan. He played his engagements in the | 
same theatres, at the same boxoffice scale, to the same audiences. The 
method of handling the current so-called road show film is far from the 
same. 


—_. 


A SPECIAL TARGET? 


Like every pioneer he had his early struggle to improve the exhibition 
standards of the industry. Aligned against him were theatre men, and 
producers, who thought hfs road showing would lessen subsequent picture 
theatre grosses. The facts are, that every picture he handled subsequently 
returned greater receipts at popular prices than films which were denied 
McCarthy’s exploitation. 





By MIKE WEAR 

With motion pictures now more 
alabaster pure than ever before, high | 
industry chieftains are taking in- | 
| ventory and beginning to ponder | 
} why they are being forced to take! 
all of the legislative abuse that is| 
The record shows also that each succeeding season during his opera- et eee ao pom pe plies 
tions, which began with ‘The Nation’ and continued through ‘Ben Hur, | elal credit oe this nresent siteveshite 
road show theatre receipts increased materially; clear indication of theatre | status, nor the fact that they “igen 
mamagement cooperation with the McCarthy method and the rapidly | taken this vast American peter itr 
spreading enthusiasm for fine film entertainment. Others who adopted | to all parts of the world get al 
his road show plan also had success, but McCarthy stood in a class by | sr pall he foal that it is eee aal 
himself as a presentation artist and manager. At one time there were | singled out as a target for the legia- | 
three $2 pictures on Broadway and McCarthy was handling the entire trio | lating barbs of solons in me 42 

—one himself, and the other two by proxy via their managers constantly | states ‘<a as in Washington 
seeking his advice. He had 18 Hur companies and 26 units of ‘Parade’ out The film industry current is being | 
over a period of two years—44 in all. attacked on four separate and dis- | 
| 


tinct fronts, but all emanate in state 
legislative bodies or in the nation’s 











His last years of business activity, while not so publicly conspicuous, 
were devoted to bettering the standard of film advertising and publicity. 


: hee wige te capital. 
As secre: Bag the — paigyoanee s pir tether wo = he v webormen oF ors | The four fronts on which the at-_| 
sor, althoug us rules were strictly aahere o and never temporized, | tack is being waged are: | 


than a veritable encyclopedia of helpful knowledge for anyone who sought 
his advice and help. Few men of this business found so much time to | 

give of his own experience for the benefit of others. He never weighed 

any problem from a.personal viewpoint, 


(1). Via trade practice legislation, | 
perhaps as best exemplified by the | 
| Pettengill block-booking measure | 





now in Congress; 
(2. By means of tax proposals, | 


Long after McCarthy’s meticulous files of road show receipts are yel- 
lowed and indistinct with the passing years, there will be retained in the | 
hearts of hundreds of his associates, former employes and theatre man- 
agers, who accepted his word as a written agreement, a deep affection for | 
him as a man, 


a majority of which would levy on} 
admissions to all film theatres, in| 
some 30 or more states of the 42 in | 
the union in session this year; 

(3). Through censorship propos1!s 


; : in some 17 states. (Indiana n 
He was unique in everything he did. The high standard of excellence seems doomed to defeat 1% pilecating 


and square dealing which characterized his business operations were ex- panera bf 


: : ; : , A (4), Discriminatory or freak legis- | 
celled, if that is possible, by his personal dealings and his relationships tating Wintel would nde -ivention | 
with his friends. 


from certain types of pictures, with 
a special board not unlike present 
censorial bodies, set up to decide 
which films the younger generation 
must not gaze upon. 

Always, before, it has been the 
moral aspect in films that provided 








He knew only one way—the right way. He was least compromising 
among men, a stickler for principle in his own affairs, sympathetic and 
understanding of others. Great among showmen; greater in his personal 


unselfishness. 
the alibi for legislative attacks. But 


¢ METRO GETTING SET |Site ating taste. 
DISTRIBS NEED Fon aamisi stuns fore ty fen are prleied befor 
NOT SELL PIX IF 

DISINCLINED 


behaviorism in the business, high 
Minneapolis, March 2. 


(Continued on page 58) 
Distributors are within their rights 

















London, Feb. 21. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer British 
Studios, Ltd., has taken offices in 
Waterloo Place, which will be its HAYS MEET MARCH 29 
permanent address in London. This Annual meeting of the Hays or- 
is the organization to make pictures | ganization will be held this year on 
for Metro in England. Ben Goetz is | March 29. 
the managing director, and Michael | Will Hays will address session as 


Balcon production chief, Angus | usual and will submit yearly rep. rts. 
| 

















Govern- | 
mental, State and Munici- | 








GB and C. M. Woolf Financial 


Maneuvers Has Picture Biz 
On Both Hemispheres Dizzy 





U and G-B in U. S. 


There is a report in New 
York that when-and if the 
Gaumont-British deal with C. 
M. Woolf is completed abroad, 
the product of that company 
will be distributed in the U. S. 


by Universal. This is denied 
by J. Chever Cowdin, chairman 
of the Universal board, but 
nevertheless likely. 

Under terms of the deal, as 
outlined in London and set to 
go if okayed by the various 


boards, stockholders, debenture 
holders, etc., C. M. Woolf would 
get all world distribution of all 
G-B pictures. 

G-B’s present American dis- 
tribution outlet is nowhere 
mentioned but, it is inferred, 
would be allowed to. stand. 
That company has tried several 
times during the past year to 
increase its. distribution list 
through taking on films of other 


British companies, with 20th- 
Fox objecting. Company has 
its own sales organization in 
the U. S., but uses the physical 
distribution facilities of 20th- 
Fox. Organization feels it can't 
continue with only the G-B 


pictures, especially if these are 
curtailed, 

If 20th-Fox persists in refus- 
ing to let G-B tare on the 
Woolf (GFB) p -tures, or the 
British International pictures, 
or both, G-B will be faced with 
the necessity of opening its own 
American exchanges for phys- 
ical distribution, or seeking an- 
other tie. And it is there that 
the Woolf-Universal tie will 
probably figure. 

British financiers represent- 
ed by Woolf are heavy invest- 
ors in Universal, with Woolf 
and J. Arthur Rank on the U 
board. In denying that U would 
take over G-B pictures in the 
U. S., Cowdin_said that there 
may be a chance of his com- 
pany distributing the films of 
General Films (Woolf's produc- 
tion unit). Since General Films 
will also distrib G-B pictures, 
when and if the Woolf-GB deal 
is completed, that may be the 








answer to the Universal report. 





Giannini’s New Home 
Hollywood, March 2. 

Dr. A. H. Giannini, president and 
chairman of the board of United Ar- 
tists, 
Beverly Hills March 15. 

Giannini has been occupying one 
of the star dressing rooms on the UA 
lot, 





McPhail is scenario editor, and he is | ~~ 
at present co-operating with Leon 
Gordon. 

No artists yet engaged and no 
studio contracted for. Three pictures 
already prepared are ‘Rage _ in 
Heaven,’ ‘The Wind and the Rain’ 
and ‘A Yank at Oxford. 4 


in refusing for any reason deemed 
inimical to the trade’s best interests 
to sell their film to any individual, 
according to a decision of Judge 
Patrick Stone in federal district 
court. 

Dismissing the $50,000 damage suit 
brought by Minnie Pulverman 
against Metro, GB, Paramount, Fox 
and WB exchanges of Minneapolis, 
Judge Stone heid no cause of action 
existed. 

Mrs. 





Matthews Pix Stay ks 


» London, Feb. 21. Wall Street sees Nicholas M. 
Gaumont-British declares that Schenck stepping out of the presi- 
_ whatever decision is taken by the 





Pulverman charged the ex- 


changes with conspiracy because | hoard on the general question of dency of Loew’s, Inc., in the near 
they refused to sell her film to ex-| eontinuing in production, it will | future to become chairman of the 
hibit at CCC camps and otherwise. 


definitely produce the three pictures 
with Jessie Matthews for 
contract provides. 

Miss Matthews just got in from a 


company’s board. Al Lichtman, vice- 


Legitimate shibitors “Oug : 
gitimate exhibitors had brought president of the firm, is understood 


pressure to bear on the distributors 
not to service traveling shows and 
the like. 


which her 








in downtown circles to be Schenck’s | 
personal choice as his successor in | 


South American trip and starts the presidency. The change is en-| 
work on ‘Gang Way’ March 30, with | tirely within Schenck’s control and 

EDDIE SOBEL GOES RKO her husband, Sonnie Hale, megging. | may occur in a few months. 
Eddie Sobel, formerly with the | iti ; There are no official indications 


UN ites West 
George J. Schaefer, United 


Max Gordon 
to fill an 


situation 
time when Schenck may de- 


on the possibilities of the 
Artists or the 


office, left last week 
RKO contract in Holly- | 


wood. Understood his immediate | vy. p. and 3. m., left Monday (1) for , termine to elevate Lichtman. 
duties haven't been determined, but |New Orleans, where he will stop Schenck’s authority in the firm 
it's believed he'll eventually go into | off to see E. V. Richards, on his way | will not undergo any change, accord- 
some directional capacity. | to the Coast. Leaving from New | ing to accepted opinion, by such a 
Sobel staged the Spewacks’ play, | York with Schaefer but planning no move. However, it is held to be 
‘Spring Song,’ for Gordon in 1934. »wwoff was James A. Mulvey, Sam = Schenck’s personal wish to ease him- 


Gordon is 


already at RKO on the | 
Coast. 


Goldwyn’s general 
New York end. 


manager on the self of some of the operating bur- 


dens of the company, which: he 


| under Schenck. 


See Nick Schenck as Loew Chairman, 
With Al Lichtman an Upped Into Prez 


shares now with 
besides Al Lichtman. 


Intimate friends of Schenck offer 


+> 


London, March 2 
Despite controversial dis- 
cussions, Gaumont-British 
ordinary shares rose appre- 
ciably in the past two days. 


London, March 2. 
a good chance that Gau- 
mont-British is in trouble again, al- 
though over the week-end it had 
looked as though the company was, 


There is 


for the first time in months, facing 
clear wate 

If the company’s deal with C. M, 
Woolf, as worked out last Thursday 


(25), is allowed to stand, it would 





is moving his exec offices to | 


seem to solve 
it may be 


all its difficulties. But 
challenged, it is indicated 
today, perhaps once more forcing 
G-B back into a position of being 
surrounded by headaches. 

Newest storm comes from an un- 
uspected source, the Law Deben- 
ture Corp., representing debenture 
holders of Gaumont who, allied with 
the Maxwell debenture holders, it 
now seems, must give consent before 
any deal with Woolf or anyone else 
is consummated. It is still possible 
hat these debenture holders will say 
okay, thus clearing the decks, but 
there is a strong rumor in the ‘City’ 
‘hat they are not satisfied with the 
GB-Woolf deal as outlined, feeling 
that the GB assets might be jeop- 
ardized. 


Pros and Cons 
GB's deal with Woolf, on the face 


of it, would seem to clear the decks 
| (Continued on page 28) 


PERUBERG MADE PROD. 
EXEC. OF COLUMBIA 


Hollywood, March 2, 
William Perlberg has been made 
production executive at Columbia 
with five producers under his com- 


mand. Group will turn out 30 pic- 
tures annually. Those under Perl- 
berg’s wing are Sidney Buchman, 
Irving Briskin, Edward Chodorov, 


Monta Bell and Sam Mintz. 

Perlberg has been executive aide 
to Harry Cohn. 

Columbia studio has tagged Frances 
Marion under term contract as a pro- 
ducer. She is looking for an initial 
yarn, 

Miss Marion last was under con- 
tract to Metro as a writer. 

She becomes Hollywood's 
femme producer, 


Leo Spitz Not Due East 
For Another Week or So 


first 


Indications are that Leo Spitz, 
president of RKO, may not return 
to New York for more than a week, 
Studio business is still detaining him 





David Bernstein, | 
Louis B. Mayer and J. Robert Rubin, | 


| on one Coast. Various hearin’s on 
{matters in connection with RKO’s 
propo reel reorganization are sched- 
uled for this month in the Federal 

Courts. 

On March 9, Federal Judge Will- 
iam Bondy is to hold a hearing on 
the Orpheum Circuit matter; on 
March 11, regarding the Chemical 
|Bank notes, and on March 18 on 
; the RKO reorganization p'an. 


opinions indicating that such an in-! 
|clination has been lingering for a 


long time in Schenck’s mind. 
Schenck holds a_ contract 
Loew’s, Inc., the first he has ever 
had with the company which he has 
piloted into tremendous and con- 
sistent success, which assures the firm 
of his continuance in service. 
Lichtman is serving the firm as a 
general over-all operating executive. 
He has had one of 
the most notable careers in the trade 
Lichtman is regarded as one of the 
outstanding léaders in the business 
He was successively general sales 
manager and president of United 
Artists, before joining Schenck at 
Loew’ 


$s, around a year or so ago. 


_ Lukor Heads for Miami 


with | 


Hollywood, March 2. 
| Adolph Zukor and Christopher J, 
Dunphy, Paramount studio publicity 


| 


head, will depart for Chicaso, en 
;} route to Miami, March 12. They will 
attend the convention of Motion Pice 
Owners of America, 
and huddle with Paras 
theatre partners. 


ture Theatre 
March 16-18, 


mount 


Pair will go to New York for a 
banquet March 29 to be tendered by 
Manhatten exhibs. at the Waldorfe 

| As.ior.a. The theatre owners of New 
| York are the hosts; Williom Prandt 
| and George P. Skouras in ¢ re, 


a 


a 
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Strong Stock Market Pace of Loew's 
So Far Points to a $9 Annual Yield 


+ the Metropolitan Opera house in 


Persistent strength in Loew com- 
mon stock in the last 10 days is 
attributed to the vastly improved 
earnings outlook, according to best 


Wall Street opinion. These shares 
have moved up exactly 16 points 
since the low of 64144 was recorded 


with bulges of two 
three points not uncommon in 


early in the year, 


and 


recent daily trading sessions. 
One recent estimate in the street 


was that Loew’s, Inc. common was 
sailing along at a $9 annual earn- 
ings pace. The earnings per common 
share in the first quarter of the 
company’s fiscal year were $2.14 with 
those on the preferred placed at 
$25.29. This three-month 
covered September, October and No- 


vember. The second quarter, cover- | 
Feb- | 


ing December, January and 
ruary, will be around $3 on the com- 


mon or possibly slightly higher, say | 


Wall Street seers. This would make 
Loew common earnings more than 
$5 a share for the first half of the 
1926-37 fiscal year. 


With these earnings in, company 


officials expect to have a fair line on | 


what the return will 


period | 


be for the} 
full fiscal year that ends next Aug. | 


MIXING ’EM UP 


Goldwyn to Use Ritz Bros, in ‘Belly- 
Laff Ballett’ 





Hollywood, March 2. 


American Ballet and its creator, 
Georges Ballanchine, currently at 





New York, has been signed by 
Samuel Goldwyn for his ‘Goldwyn 
Follies.’ Producer also has borrowed 


Incorporations 





NEW YORK the Ritz Bros. from 20th-Fox for the 
Albany, | musical, which is budgeted at 
Krayhar, Ine., Manhattan; theatrical $1,500,000. 
business; capital stock,  $31,000—300/ Ballet and the Ritzes will cavort 
aoe = pene a oie o30. tes ‘in a series of comedy routines 
corporators: Gertrude Cone, 1501 Broad-| tagged ‘Belly Laughs In Ballet.’ 
Court y-aed Rage A AF titre ety ig | George and Ira Gershwin will write 
1501 Broadway, New York City. the music for the ballet, titled ‘The 
Guide Escort Service, Inc., Manhattan; Swing Symphony.’ 
operate theatre, clubs, restaurants, etc.; 





capital stock 100 shares rie par value, 
Incorporators: 


Ted Peckham and Frances 
I ham 


eckham, both of The New Weston 
ta th” avenue, xen ; ya | H M CRAND 
545 Fifth avenue, Nev York City. } 
Harkray, Inc., Manhattan; theatrical t e AL 











business: capital, $16,000 150 shares 

preferred, $100 par value; 100 shares 
|} common, par value $10. Incorporators: 

Gertrude Cone and Essie Burdman, both 

of 1501 Broadway, New York City; 

Freda Jaret, 16 Court street, Brooklyn. 
Richmond County Amusement Ce., In- 

| corporated, Richmond: theatrical busi- 

ness; capital stock, 200 shares, no par 

| value, Incorporators: Samuel J, Ern- . 
stoff, Jacob Bobrow and Hattie Newman, Washington, March 2. 
| all of 225 Broadway, New York City. uae : 

Jesse L. Kaufman, Ine., Manhattan; | Harry M. Crandall, once the most 

| theatrical business: capital stock, 1,000 | powerful film theatre magnate in the 
=, ae: = vi ay , ar espe Capital area, committed suicide here 
Jesse 4 Kaufman, 1 zanden avenue, he — ac - er 
Larchmont, N. Y.; Chester A. Pearlman, | Friday (26), leaving note addressed 
365 New York avenue, Brooklyn; Harry to ‘The Newspaper Boys’ in which he 
Weinberger, 70 West 40th street, New 


York City | said, ‘I miss my theatre, oh, so much.’ 
orn it) | 





| 


t 
| 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


An optimistic picture of television possibilities and the constant research 
being done by Radio Corp. of America is painted in the annual report 
to stockholders, While pointing out that field tests, started on June 29, 





1936, have not been completed, admission is made that the company js, 


now moving toward ultimate realization of satisfactory, high-definition 
television for public service. Claims that the major problem is the net. 
work program distribution needed to serve 128,000,000 people. 

The RCA report stresses the possibilities of multiple transmission and 
says that the ultra-short wave is still far from exhausted. Claims that 
this part of the spectrum is radio’s frontier and that it probably is the 
only place in the ether in which television, high speed facsimile and other 
new services can be accommodated, Adds that the corporation is sti}] 
exploring these possibilities. 

The company statement recites how field tests were carried out by 
transmitting motion pictures and living talent, the televistic programs 
going to about 100 RCA technicians having receiving sets in greater N, Y, 
Top distance covered in the television broadcasts was 45 miles but this 
exceeded expectations. 

Series of whodunits, featuring Lynne Overman and Roscoe Karns, as 
result of their reception in ‘Murder Goes to College,’ is being wrought at 
Paramount studio. Overman plays a dumb detective with Karns a news- 
paper reporter. ‘Murder’ is reported to have cost $180,000 and came 
through as a sleeper. Brian Marlow, Robert Wyler and Eddie Welch left 
the ending open for a continuation. Garnet Weston has been added to 
Par’s scenarist staff to work on the next yarn. Harold Hurley will pro- 


| duce the series in line with agreement reached sometime ago between 


Par execs and theatre owners on low cost pix. 





Another actor gouge was turned up recently on the Coast when sales- 
men invaded the major studios to sell advertising in a program for a ‘Grid- 
iron Dinner’ to be held at the Biltmore hotel April 1 under the auspices 
of the ‘Los Angeles Press Club.’ Newspapermen disclaimed any connec- 
tion with the management of the club, consequently the studios clamped 
down on possible advertising. 





~ 








| Investigation showed that the solicitovs, 
31. Although few in the street are eerueneee Soot ee toyed o— Although Crandall, who at one, posing as newsmen, are really former classified ad salesmen. 
} atric yusiness;: capital stock, 0 SN: 8, 


optimistic enough to believe that tl#| no par value. Incorporators: — Lena | time had a fortune estimated at 

current rate of earnings will be] Frank, Morton Frank and Jacob Frank, | $6,000,000, still maintained a $385,000 

maintained through the final quarter | 2!1,0f 151 West 47th street, New York | residence here, the body was found 

(this includes the summer dog days in a small hotel room, rented six 

of June, July and August), the hand- manene a ee rene pp ag Re 
some grosses being rolled up by purpose of Killing nimsel. re die 

Metro feature productions and the from fumes of a gas stove. 

upped returns in Loew circuit houses While it is known that 58-year old 





Paramount is going to transport snow to the Mount Van Hoevenber 
bobsled run near Lake Placid, N. Y., in order to get a shot needed in ‘She 
Met Him in Paris,’ the N. Y. State Conservation Department has announced. 
The department is without funds to continue the maintenance of the slide 
by packing the turns, after winter of unprecedentedly light snowfall? Only 
one championship event has been run this winter. The cost to the picture 


~ 


sity. 

East 16th Street Theatre Corp., Kings: 
theatrical business: capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Isidor M. Racer, 2235 Ocean parkway, 
Brooklyn; Julian Celler, 340 Seventh 
street, Brooklyn; Aubrey G. Haven, 132 





Montague street, Brooklyn. : company will be about $1,000, state officials estimate. 
is the basis for the $9 or greater Arms Production Co., Inc., Manhattan: | former theatre operator lost heavily | 
earnings prediction. en pee A gee Ri en PB | in the 1929 stock crash, it is believed | Scenarist pals of Earl Felton ganged on the writer last week when he 
Loew already has declared $1 on! Marvy Hone, 680 Madison avenue, New he still had a sizable income. Former | left Warners to join Columbia’s scrivener staff. Pals planted three new 


re Ne I far eh ony ee Rag Fa $8-a-week telephone company clerk | unproduced scripts in his car. When he left the lot, the gate copper 

is “East 38th etrect, New York City. | WaS Pioneer film house operator in| pounced on the jallopy and turned the scripts over to the lot's chief-of- 
Babes in Arma, Inc., Manhatian; the- | Capital, building chain of a dozen| police. Latter searched the pockets of his car and when the rib cooled 

atrical business; capital stock, 100 shares, | paying houses, in which he sold| they let Felton go 

no par value. Incorporators: David | 75% interest to Stanley Co. in 1928 : ; 

Klinger, Russell H. Wilde, Howard A. | : ‘ y . 


Seitz, all of 61 Broadway, New. York | for $2,500,000. He remained active as | 


the common thus far this year, this 
being equally divided between the 
regular quarterly payment and an 
extra divvy. Annual rate is $2 but 
present earnings indicate either a 
hike in the regular dividend pay- 








Radio chatterer recently asked a Paramount actor to appear on her 





“ 4 City. y ; » P ‘ 4 ‘a 
ments or several substantial and ad-| “"@ineolidated Theatre Supply carp, | — zone manager until 1929) radio program. His agents rejected the request. However, gossiper put 
ditional extras, or both. Manhattan; ,theateions supplies; capital when Warner Bros. took over chain. | pressure on the publicity department and player was induced to okay the 
: iia t s, ) par value. ncor- cantina - . “iy 
oe fie oro ig ae Seaaman FS omecy~ cert ene Sieenam. Shaete. Several local sheets bannered fact | deal. When script was delivered the actor had only a couple of lines to 
maintain a conservative dividen 


Rudolphine Schreiber, all of 1501 Broad- that Crandall’s death was second| read so he bowed out, with both muttering under their bicuspids. 





policy, the present federal tax on we a RL By . a ig suicide of those involved in Knick- 
ic ; ; = tr usse atterso erso ea, Pes | . - | 
undistributed profits makes extra| . nhattan: marionettes, puppets, etc.:|@rbocker Theatre disaster of 1922, | 


Revival of the tome, ‘Freedom of the Seas,’ English composition, sent 
scouts for a couple of Coast studios on the negotiation route. However, 
it was learned that Jesse L. Lasky had bought the world rights five years 
ago. Lasky may produce it himself, using Charles Laughton in the topper. 


divvy disbursements practically 
mandatory. In this regard, Loew di- 
rectors probably will follow the 


capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. | in which roof collapsed under heavy 
Incorporators: Ruth Cleary. Doris Levine, | snow, killing 98 persons. Architect 


Lily Barrett, all of 1450 Broadway, New | . - 
York City. | Reginald W. Geare, designer of thea- 





method of other large industrial Dalesear , Baaetee Cove... New _ Weeks | tre. took his life in 1927. Crandall. 

oe : : . | theatrical pusiness; capita stock, 00 P : . | is . , nats 
companies in cutting extra melons aS | wares, no par value. Incorporators: Geare and others indicted for the; Three stars jockeying in every scene for ace camera position went to 
earnings swell. Augusta Kessler, Bessie Goldenberg, | disaster were completely exonerated, | 


ste! look at their rushes and got the surprise of their lives on seeing a new- 
oon re | but it is known that Crandall brood-| comer playing juve-love interest was stealing the picture without half 


, , | ed over the tragedy during the pend- | trying. The three stars are now jockeyi s 
SHOW BIZ ‘WIDOWS’ T0 Statement and Designation | ing of more than 70 suits against| ~ . oP Oe See oe CPS paaition. 


Garrett Klement Pictures, Lid., Eng- | ? ; ; ; 
land; motion picture business. New York | eepannd management. Sigmund Romberg, composer at Metro studio, received his 100th royalty 

HAVE OWN ALIBI CLUB office, 1. Broadway, Otto Klement, Crandall is survived by his widow | check from radio and other renditions of the song, ‘When I Grow Too Old 
managing director. | 


and three daughters, one of whom, | to Dream,’ which he and Oscar Hammerstein II wrote for Metro's ‘The 
Milwaukee, March 2. 
RCA NET FOR 1936 UP 


Mrs. John J. Payette, is wife of! Night Is Young.’ Tune has netted $26,000 in royalties so far. 
ee, 2 Warner Bros. zone manager, operat- | - 
oicctee catenin er aseaeed none ae of the theatres Crandall Metro's quandary over whether Clark Gable should have worn a beard 
yee gow meg ng soy cing ns ot ; | uilt. Wed in Parnell,” is as nothing next to Warners’ trouble in deciding whether 
ond managers’ wives. As the men in 20%, OVER PRECEDING As implied in notes, Crandall was or not Paul Muni, as novelist Emile Zola, should lisp. Speech impediment 
Sas auntie tadtane Paton hole ie: 0 anxious to get back in harness again, | was most famous characteristic of crusading French romancer. 
regular hours and because their le ge ll pp tin eee = | ick’s ‘ , i 
wives have had too many empty| . Net. profit of Radio Corp. of World War panorama painting in| Selznick’s ‘Star Is Born’ gets special montage treatment from John 
hours in consequence, the club was America for 1936, as set forth in the ee = here, failed. Hoffman, signed for dramatic transition sequences. Hoffman created 
formed for the purpose of relieving annual report to stockholders last - ote, a ressed To the Newspaper | earthquake scenes for San Francisco, and has done other special effects 
their headaches and loneliness. The | W&eK, Was $6,155,937, an increase of i, om ee: jets & Metre, inckaling ‘Great Ziegfeld. 
name of the club which will engage | 29% over that in 1935 and higher | ew yo sang an See Baek 28 ie, 
in social and charity work is the | than the official estimate made about | ?°¥*: ps for my sake, but for those | 
Alibi Club. three weeks ago. This net is equal | + non Stee behind me. You don’t 
Mrs, Jack Keegan, wife of the as- | t® nearly two times the annual divi- | rat = = = the cause of me 
sistant manager of the Warner-Saxe | 4nd requirements for the preferred | @*!nS vad ife. I'll tell you I haven't ; ; 
theatres in Wisconsin, is chairman of stocks outstanding at the end of the en Rp crime. Have no love | C. B. DeMille, who is producing “The Buccaneer’ at Paramount, wanted 
the organization. year. After allowance for all pre- | })o)FS. Sot insane. Have very good his daughter, Katherine, for a part. So he had to borrow her from 20th- 
fered divvys in 1936, a total of| ealth. No. None of these are the’! Fox where she’s under contract. 
$2,845,285 was earned on the com- | Sn. Only it is I’m despondent 
mon or 20.5e. per share. This rep- and miss my theatre, oh, so much. 
resents the best showing for the| _/ have tried to get back in the | 
common stock in many years. game, but no luck. Boys, I never did | 
Gross income of the company . 2 — oe Snrens = ws ane 
totalled $101,106,309 or 13.4% aineion : wage de crave headlines, So just a| 
than in 1935. Cost of operations rose one wet eae baie 
13.7% over the previous year. An- Several other notes, written later, | 
nual preferred dividend require-| discussed the effects of the gas, the 
ments were trimmed from $5,569,100, | ‘nerve’ it required and requests to 
before the recapitalization plan was| the police when his body was found. 


Anne Nadelman, all of 1561 





Broadway, 






































Metro studio has the largest technical sound crew on the Coast. There 
are 170 men on the payroll to handle the 21 sound channels. Payroll of 
the outfit runs around $500,000 yearly. 











Sablon’s H’wood Repeat 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Jean Sablon, top French music- 
' hall singer. whe crooned on Rudy 
Vallee hour last Thursday (25), and 
is Hollywood-bound, is no newcomer 
to the Coast. He was out here (in- 
cognito), three years ago, as guest 
of Ramon Novarro. 

Didn’t get a single film nibble 


Hays office rejected the original Viennese lyrics of a song Kay Francis 
is to sing in Warners’ ‘One Hour of Romance,’ Jack Scholl is concocting 
an English version to get by the blue pencil. 





Clarence Russell, youthful protege of Mary Garden, has signed a eon- 


tract at Metro but won't report until 1938. Russell is studying in Paris. 
He's 23 and a native of Chicago. 





Musical score from ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par), cleffed by Ralph Rainger, 


is being orchestrated for symphony to be conducted by Artur Rodzinski 
at Hollywood Bowl. 














then. made effective on April 7. 1936, to 
$3,235,100 at the close of the past Bill Harris 7 , : ; 
year. This represents a reduction Pathe’s Regular Divvy co : gry 0s missed out on role of sergeant in M-G’s ‘They Gave Him 
RCA’S REGULAR DIVVY =| of 42%. Details of how the recapi-| Pathe Film Corp. directors at their | Hollywood Gcteny nec eey ed uP to Captain of the Lost Battalion, but 





Radio Corp. of America declared | talization plan worked out for the 
its usual quarterly dividend on the) benefit of the company and stock- 
fiirst preferred stock last week. The| holders was detailed. A _ highlight 
declaration of 87%c. per share covers | Was the statement showing that ac- 
the quarter ended March 31. It is crued dividends on ‘B’ Preferred | 
payable April 1 to stock on record, stock, which stood at $17,255,182 
ii at the close of business March 10. _ when the recapitalization plan was 
4 Dividend also goes to holders to | approved, had been reduced to $463,- 
whom first preferred stock is is- | 391 by the close of 1936. 
sued after March 10 and prior to| 


monthly meeting last week declared 
the usual quarterly dividend of $1.75 
per share on the $7 convertible pre- 
ferred stock. It is payable April 1 
to stock on record March 24. 

Action on common dividend was | 
deferred until a later meeting when | 
directors will have a better line on 
company earnings for the first quar- 
It also was indicated that a further | ter this year. 


Hollywood casters decided he wasn’t the type. 





REPUBLIC’S TALENT 
BUILDUP, MAIN IDEA 


Thorough purging of the player 
list to eliminate so-called weak tim- 





Board of strategy probably will have 
control for time being under the 
guidance of M. J. Siegel, vice-presi- 
dent and director, and R. I. Poucher, 
v. p., with headquarters in N. Y. 
Burden of arranging next season's 
schedule more or less rests on their 
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April 1 to conversion of ‘B’ 





Lamour Opp Benny 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Jack Benny’s vis-a-vis in ‘Artists 
and Models, 
Dorothy Lamour, 
andolph Scott has been assigned 
to the picture, also. 


pre- | saving on outlay for dividends would | 
ferred stock for the first preferred.| be possible in 1937 because no pay- | 


| ments would have to be made on the |for normal additions and improve- 
|‘A’ Preferred stock. 


made on this class of stock in 1936 | $89,200 
before the stock was retired on Julv 
at Paramount will be, 1, 
8742c. each were made on the new 
first preferred in the year. 





Two payments | ments, including television facilities 
amounting to $1.75 per share were | and equipment. The company paic 
surtax on undistributed 
profits during the year to the fed- 
and three quarterly dividends of | eral government. The earned sur-| 

plus at the end of the year was! 
$15,334,648 or approximately $3.099,- 


Radio Corp. 000 more than at the close of 1935. 


expended $3,589,402 


ber is now being undertaken by Re- 
Nublic in order to clear the decks 
for production activity on 1237-38 
program. Company has virtually 
completed its line-up of features and 
hopes to be set on talent within the 
next three or four weeks. 


in. no hurry about picking a new 
president to fill the spot left vacant 
through Nat Levine's resignation. 





shoulders currently because Walter 
Vincent, chairman, is on a vacation 
cruise in South America. 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Republic’s talent school has been 


; abandoned. 
In the meantime, the company is | 


Group of youths, numbering around 


| 12, are being given frequent casting 


assignments with the majority work- 
ing in current productions. 
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New A. H. Blank-Par Theatre Deal 
Combines 70-75 Houses; 10 Years 








+ 


A. H. Blank, it is understood, has 
consented to merge his indie-op- 
erated Central States Theatre Corp., 
comprising around 40 theatres in 
Nebraska and Iowa, with Par’s Tri- 
State Theatres Corp., comprising 
around 30 houses in Illinois, Iowa 
and Nebraska, under a new deal 
whereby Blank continues as Par’s 
owner-partner in these territories. 
Understanding is that this Blank- 
Par deal runs for 10 years. 

The merged chain, which will be 
operated by Blank as one group, 
rather than two separate and un- 
affiliated units, as now, will com- 
prise approxima‘ely 65-70 theatres. 

This new Blank-Par deal is similar 
to that which Par concluded with the 
former Interstate (Hoblitzelle- 
Moroney-O’Donnell) circuit in Texas. 

In clinching the Blank arrange- 
ment Par just about clears up its 
partnership situation on its theatres 
all the way around. 

Blank did most of his talking with 
Y. Frank Freeman, v.p. in charge of 
theatre for Par, and Austin Keough, 
Par attorney. 

In acquiring an interest in Central 
States Theatre Corp., Par looks to 
enhance its take from the territories 
of Illinois, Nebraska and Iowa very 
substantially: Estimates of Par’s take 
from the Blank partnership during 
1936 may be figured at around $350,- 
000. Official figures are not known. 


Par Renews Grant Rice 





Paramount has exercised its op- 
tion of Grantland Rice Sportlights 
shorts, taking another five-year 
hitch in series that has been re- 
leased by Par since company went 
into shorts distribution 10 years ago. 

Two-reelers will continue to be 
turned out at the 13-a-year rate, 


FOX-W.C.S 5-10¢. 
SCALE UPPIN 


Los Angeles, March 2. 


With admission prices already 
upped 5-10c. in several Southern 
California houses, Fox-West Coast is 
working on a plan to make the in- 
crease general throughout the entire 
circuit. 


Higher exhibition costs, due to in- 








on the part of the public, 
return of prosperity,’ 


the upward revision. 3 
F-WC first runs _ locally continue 
at 55c. top, with a general 40c. top 





Hays Resumes Trade 
Press Confabs After 
A Lapse of 7 Years 


first runs. Correspondingly, 


are being boosted. 


LINCOLN’S RENEWED 
ADMISH PRICE MOVE 








Will Hays, president of the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors, re- 
sumed press confabs with trade 





paper representatives last Friday 

(26) after a lapse of about seven 

years. Attempt to hold these con- Lincoln, March 2. 
ferences with trade publication Cut price fight here giving that 


scribes was abandoned as _ unsatis- 
factory a number of years ago. Will 
be continued this time if wanted by 
the trade press. 

Aside from answering timely topics 
of interest to the industry, Hays 
halted the interviewing long enough 
to pay tribute to J. J. McCarthy, 
head of advertising division, who 
died last week in Hollywood. De- 
scribed him as a great showman and 
a fine character, who always dis- 
played a fine balance of judgment. 
Nobody has been named in his place, 


according to Hays. 
quintet, and George O. Monroe with 


? 
COURT ORD ERS FRELS this indie Colonial which is depen- 
TEXAS SUIT T0 TRIAL dent on 3rd run action and western 
product are the two holdbacks. 

Livingston was:stirred into action 
by the-recent selling of A. B. Mar- 
cus’ 76-people show with a film at 
the Orpheum. by LTC for 35-40c., 
where 55c. had been the big flesh 
unit’s lowest night price in months. 


‘Cheap entertainment never did 
any good, says Livingston. ‘Show go- 


tired feeling to everyone involved, 
Move being made by Bob Living- 
ston, owner-manager of the Capitol 
and Milton Overman, city manager 


Varsity and Kiva. Attempt has been 
made by Livingston at various times 
to interest the J. H. Cooper Lincoln 
Theatres Corp. (five houses) in a 
price jack, but it has so far been un- 
availing. 

Capitol recently abandoned dual 
features and upped the prices 5c. all 
around. In December, Overman led 
the way by jacking the Varsity to 
35c., a dime boost. Cooper and his 








Dallas, March 2. 

Echoes of the long-standing dis- 
pute between Ruben Frels and the 
Jefferson Amus. Co. over film thea- 
tres in small Texas towns were heard 
in the district court here when the 
court ruled that the Frels vs. Jeffer- 
son action should go to trial. This | ing has to be an*event to be success- 
-step was taken after preliminary | ful. It never prospers in penny-ante 
skirmishes in which the usual motion | operation.’ 


to —_ general pg ct ea spe- ; 
cial exceptions were heard. ‘ 
Educational-20th May 
Not Renew Distribution 


U. S. district judge ordered that 
There is trade doubt on whether 


pleadings of the plaintiff should be 

revamped to eliminate part of some- 
20th Century-Fox company’s distrib- 
uting services will be available to 


what inflammatory allegations and 
improper basis for damages. How- 
ever, he held that the character of 
the allesations and persistence of 
Educational after the 1937-38 season. 
The present agreement bétween the 
two firms whereby 20th Century-Fox 
distributes Education’s product, it is 











TRACY BARHAMS’ AUTO SPILL 
Hamilton, O., March 2 
Tracy Barham, general manager 


the plaintiff in claiming a combina- 

tion and agreement between the de- 

fendants made it best for the case to 

go to trial. 

‘ While the NRA code was in opera- 

; atic e , a : : , 

plaints against Jefferson Amusment, | Understaod, expires in the spring of 

operated by Sol Gordon, charginy 1938, leaving the 1938- oy Soneeen open. 

Overbuying and violations on other Grand National has taken over 

sections of the code. Blue Eagle Educational’s Coast studios but | 

officials provided relief on certain whether that deal is one which is 

disputes but others were still hang- contemplative of having Educational’s 

ing fire when the NRA was ruled | Product going under the GN banner, 

unconstitutional. The battle has con- if and when, is one of those things. 

tinued since then with the pending In contractual situations of this 

action a direct outcome. kind, it is frequently a matter of 
Plaintiff Frels’ houses at Victoria, | Toutine to give such notice before | 

El Campo, Yorktown and Belleville effecting possible new arrangements. 

are most heavily involved in the 

current suit. Frels has charged that 

the Jefferson people offered to buy 

him out. but he refused because 

of the small price mentioned by 

the defendants. When he rejected | Southio Theatres, Inc., with head-| 

the bid, Freis co-tends that the 

Jefferson crowd put on the pres- 

sure and actively entered what pre- 

viously had been regarded at terri- 

tory dominated by Frels. 


jured, although not seriously, when 
their automobile was forced off the 
road by another car a few miles 
from the city. 





creased rentals and percentages on | 
current film output, plus a tendency | 
with the} 
to pay higher | 
prices for everything else, prompted | 


established for nabes and suburban | 
nabe | 
and suburban subsequent situations | 


quarters here, and his wife, were in- | 


Metro’s Bldg. Program 





Hollywood, March 2. 
Metro starts work soon on a new 
administration building and five new 
sound stages. 
Structure for execs will cover 


150,000 square feet of floor space. 





PAS NOVELTY; 
DROPPING AN 
AMUS. TAX 


Harrisburg, March 2. 

After May 31 Pennsylvania’s 
amusement tax, at the rate of 4c. on 
|a dollar, will be dropped. That date 
is the end of the biennium and the 
tax law, one of a series of emer- 
gency measures passed to raise 
money for unemployment relief, was 
provided only for a two-year term. 

Governor George H. Earle, in his 
proposed budget for 1937-39, just 
sent to the legislature, recommends 
the discontinuance of this tax with 
others that would bring in $31,- 
450.000. 

The amusement tax during the 
past two years has brought into the 
treasury $6,700,000, 
| The Governor’s budget contem- 
plates revenues aggregating $510,- 
000,000 for the next two years, the 
largest in the state’s history, and the 
dropping of the amusement tax, an 
unpopular one, is made _ possible 
through collections of much greater 
taxes from other sources, including 
the returns from state liquor sales, 
amounting to $25,800,000 a year, and 
the 2c.-per-pack tax on _ cigarets, 
bringing in $9,750,000 a year. 

The new budget provides $110,000 
for the State Board of Censors for 
the next two vears, the same amount 
appropriated in 1935. In 1929 the 
legislature provided $175,500: in 1931, 
‘sbie 000, and in 1933, $130, 000. 


 itleay. Dailies Point 
To Upped Scales As 








| Alibi for Ad Rate Tilt 


of Westland’s two theatres here, the | 


Albany, March 2. 

Albany theatres, with the excep- 
| tion of three nabes, have withdrawn 
| their advertising from the Knicker- 
|bocker Press and Albany Evening 
News (Gannett) in protest against 
increased adveftising rates. No ads 
of the Fabian or Warner Bros, the- 
atres appeared in either paper yes- 
terday (1), nor today. Neither were 
there reviews nor publicity matter, 
The theatres aifected are the Palace, 
Harmanus Bleecher Hall, Leland 
and Grand of the Fabian string and 
the Strand, Ritz and Albany, WB 
houses. 

Newspaper management retaliates 
by pointing out that the theatres, or 
at least some of them, have hiked 
admissions within the last few 
weeks, matinees now costing 35c. in- 
stead of 25, and nights 50 and 55c. 





Yiort Singer's Vaudfilm Yen May 
Cause Mpls. Pooling Split With Par 





Mrs. Butterfield Marries 


Detroit, March 2, 

Mrs. Irene D. Butterfield, widow of 
Col. Walter S..Butterfield, theatre 
magnate, was married to Maxwell A. 
Goodwin, of Battle Creek, Mich., in 
Atlanta Feb. 22, it became known 
here this week 

Mr. and Mr$.* Goodwin will reside 
at Gull View Farms, Gull Lake, near 
Battle Creek, Mich. Goodwin is con- 
nected with the Clark Equipment Co. 
in Battle Creek. 











RKO-LOEWS QT. 
ADMISH UPPING 


Both RKO and Loew houses in 
Greater New York are carrying on a 
systematic but quiet campaign of ad- 
mission scale tilt in all spots where 
the traffic will bear the increase or 
there are seating arrangements that 
enable an easy price boost. Maxi- 
mum hike generally has been 10c., 
with higher scale generally invoked 
on Saturdays and Sundays or days 
when attendance is heaviest. In this 
way, executives hope to distribute 
gross biz more evenly through the 
week and at the same time take ad- 
vantage of upped fees. 

Drive for stronger price structure 
has been slowly growing over a pe- 
riod of months. Independent circuits 
and indie exhibitors have been ig- 
nored usually, circuit executives fig- 
uring that it was up to them to de- 
cide for themselves whether they 
should follow the lead set by the 
majors. 

Most of the admission tilts have 
been adjusted so that the new scale 
maximums are not above 40c., where 
the federal admittance tax starts in. 
Many of the raises in admission have 
been in theatres having a balcony or 
two or three levels, which makes 
possible two sets of prices. Managers 
have discovered that in such type 
of house, no bar is put up on all 
patrons since the balcony ducats re- 
main usually at the old fee. Increase 
then applies only to downstairs seats. 

Circuit operators believe that only 
in exceptional cases is there justifica- 
tion for putting the scale up to 50c. 
They give two reasons, first being 
that the theatres have to give 5c. of 
the hike to the federal government. 
The other is the natural resistance 
of patrons to the bigger prices when 
they go into higher brackets. 


COOPER’S 1ST GOLDWYNNER 
Hollywood, March 2. 

Screen yarn which Fredric Lons- 
dale is writing for Sam Goldwyn as 
Gary Cooper’s starrer has been given 
the title of ‘Woman Chases Man,’ 

Leo McCarey credited with the 
original. 








Kresel Committee to Argue Today 
(Wed.) Why Its Orph Bid Is O.K. 








Federal Judge Caffey’s order of last 
| week restraining Marcus Heiman, 
|trustee of Orpheum Circuit, from 
| carrying out the proposed sale of 


Orpheum assets to Stadium Corp. for 
$700,000 means the prospect of an- 
other long delay through court 
| squabbles before Orpheum’s financial 
,status is finally settled. Hearing on 
the matter is set for today (Wednes- 
| day) before Judge Hulbert. The pre- 
| ferred stockholders of the cefunct 
| circuit, through their counsel, Isadore 
| J. Kresel, obtained the restraining 
|order after they had claimed fraud 
}in the proposed sale to Stadium. 
The stockholders claim they will 
| offer as high as $2,000,000 for Orphe- 
um’s assets, chattels and its head- 








aches in the form of debts and de- | 


spite this attractive bid it was turned 


|down in order that Stadium come | 


into possession for only $700,690 
Judge Caffey’s order is atempv.ary 
one and argument for a permant nt 
injunction is set for Wednesday; also 
a review of Kresel’s offer. 
Referee Oscar W. Erhhorn in op- 
posing the restraining order decl>: ed 


| 


that Stadium’s offer was accepted on 
a vote taken by the creditors of 
Orpheum and contends the stock- 
holders have little if any say in the 
matter. He claims that the petition- 
ing stockholders’ only stand would be 
to have claims against the v>luntary 
bankrupt concern adiudicated. They 
have failed to do this and therefore 
have no standing in court, he con- 
tends. 

Judge Bondy 


has already desig- | 


nated March 9 as the day on which | 


Irving Trust, as trustee for RKO, 
will ask that the Stadium proposed 
agreement between Orpheum, RKO 
and Stadium, to have the court ap- 


oe its petition for the sale of its | 
that | 
te day’ s hearing on the stay order will | 


ssets. It is expected, however, 


further delay the negotiations. 
Should the proposed plan eventu- 
ally take place it will cancel an old 


agreement of April 1, 1933, between | 


Stadium and KAO, involving $2,880,- 
625 of Orpheum notes. 
Erhhorn on Friday 





be valued at $2,772,714 as of Jan. 28. 


(26) filed with | 
ihe court an appraiser’s valuation of 
RKO assets which showed them to | fer 


+ 


Minneapolis, March 2, 

Possibility looms of a split-up bee 
tween Mort Singer and the Friedl- 
Ludwig (Paramount Northwest) cir- 
cuit in the operation setup in the 
downtown theatre’ sector here, 
Singer is understood to have become 
increasingly dissatisfied over the 
deal, and would like to call the 
whole thing off and return to the 
sole independent operation of his 
Hennepin Orpheum. 

Singer’s particular squawk is the 
manner in which the deal has forced 
the dropping of vaude out of the 
Orpheum, despite the fact that the 
house had its greatest money suc- 
cess with flesh attractions over a 
number of years. Singer believes 
that Friedl-Ludwig’s long-standing 
disinterest in vaudeville of any kind 
is hurting his theatre, and for that 
reason would like to call the deal off 
and take over the operation of the 
theatre independently. 

Under Singer’s independent oper- 
| ation the Orpheum was always some- 
| what a thorn in the Paramount side 
|}around this town, offering the big 
circuit plenty of competition head- 
ache with its pop-priced vaudfilm 
policy. When Ludwig-Friedl began 
sitting in on the operation of the 
house, especially on bookings, vaude 
was forced out, but quick. And 
Singer is not happy about it. 


Dec., 1936, Grosses 
Dropped Sharply, 
U.S. Taxes Disclose 











Washington, March 2. 


Theatre business at the end of 1936 
iplunged dizzily, Treasury Depart- 
ment tax reports indicated last year, 
but wicket receipts still hit a level 
materially higher than during the 
corresponding period of 1935. 

Announcing January tax collece 
tions from the 10% levy on admise 
sions, Internal Revenue Bureau re- 
vealed a drop of nearly $700,000 be- 
low the previous month. The total 
January haul, based on December 
box-office patronage, was $1,505,676, 
the lowest since August. Although 
there was a $688,908 drop in a single 
month, the government started out 
1937 ahead of the previous year, Jan- 
uary yield was $45,982 better than 
the same month of 1936 and more 
than $175,000 ahead of January, 
1935, 

The dip from December to January 
was the stiffest recorded in more 
than two years. Last time govern- 
ment revenues from amusements fell 
as much as $500,000 in a single month 
was in August, 1934, when receipts 
were $822,000 under the July, 1934, 
level, 


METRO’S FIELD FORCE 
OF P. A.’S NOW UP TO 30 


Metro has gradually expanded its 
4 staff of field p.a.’s to 30, all-time high 
for company. In past firm usually 
maintained only about 12 to service 
the country. 

Additions have not been put on 
payroll for any specific campaign 
drive, but will form regular force. 
Zones formerly handled by one man 
have been sliced up into territories 
for either two or three p.a’s, all 
laboring under Bill Ferguson, Metro 
campaign chief in New York office. 











' Britain May Go for 
2,000 Foot Reels Also 


F,. W. Allport, of the Hays office, 
is presenting facts and data on 2,000- 
foct reels as they are in use in this 
|country while he is in England. Great 
| Britain exhibitors or the film indus- 
try of England have not adopted the 
larger spools thus far, although the 
British Standard Institute now has 
the matter up for consideration. 

This organization is comparable with 
the American Standards Institute, 
but will have the final say on wheth- 
|er 2,000-foot reels are suitable for 
| use in the English film trade. 








Mr. Laughton Declines 


Hollywood, March 2, 
Charles Laughton has rejected ofe 
to head cast of Jesse Lasky’sg 
‘Freedom of the Seas.’ 
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LA. Trade Peps Up with Clearing 
” Shing: ‘Love News’ 2 Spots, 256: 


‘Holiday’ $16,7 


Los Angeles, March 2. 
First run situations got away to a 
slow start, trade being retarded by 


heavy rains which kept away pros- | 30-40 )- 
Brisk trade on | ‘Night W aitress 
plenty, | from the 


customers. 
clearing weekend helped 
however. Town was overrun with 
mob here for the two big horse races. 

‘The Good Earth’ continues to 


pective 


00, Brown Tame 136 


4 





a 





draw top solo coin at the Carthay | 


Circle, with ‘Love Is News’ faring 


okay at the day-date State and Chi- | 


nese. 
ing the two Warner houses for com- 
bined $15,500, while Paramount, on 
six-day holdover, is doing okay with 
Par’s ‘Maid of Salem.’ 

Estimates fer This Week 


WB’s ‘Stolen Holiday’ is head- | 


| exploited and going bang-up, 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- | 


1.10-1.65)—‘Good Earth’ (MG). Last 
week (4th), dropped on last two 
Gays. due to rains, but wound up 
with satisfactory $14,800. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55)—‘Love Is News’ (20th) and “The 
Holy Terror’ (20th), dual. 
well. with okay $10,500 in sight. Last 
weok. 
and ‘Man of the People’ (MG), 
good $10,400. 

Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN) and ‘A 
Man Betrayed’ (Republic), dual. Kay 
Francis name responsible for what 
draw there is and at $8,200 oke. Last 
week, ‘Black Legion’ (WB) and 
‘Women of Glamour’ (Col), very 
good $8,900. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-40-55)-- 
‘Man Who Could Work Miracles.’ 
(U.A.) Weak $3,0C0 on eight days, 
with house going dark Thursday (4) 
for week to prepare for road show 
run of Col’s ‘Lost Horizon.’ Last 
week. ‘Wings of the Morning’ (20th), 
grebbed $1,600 on five days of sec- 
ond week. 

Hollyweod (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN) and ‘A 
Men Betrayed’ (Republic), dual. 
Trade holds brisk and at $8/500 
profitable. Last week, ‘Black Legion’ 
(WB) and ‘Woman of Glamour’ 
(Col), sweet $8.900. 

Orvheum (Bdwy) (2.280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Daniel Boone’ (RKO) and ‘Cap- 
tain Calamity’ (GN) dual and vaude- 
ville. Biz off here with rest of 
downtown area and will have to rest 
at $6/000. Last week ‘Mind Your 
Own Business’ (Par) and ‘Larceny 
on the Air’ (Republic) hit about 
normal take of $7,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
*When's Your Birthday’ (RKO) and 
*‘Breezing Home’ (U), dual. Joe E. 
Brown pic rather disappomting at 
only fair $6.400. Last week, ‘Michael 
Strogoff’ (RKO) and ‘Don't Tell 
Wife’ (RKO), pretty bad at $4,600. 
Effective next week, house day-dat- 
in« with RKO gets first Paramount 
dual bill, made possible by conges- 
tien of product at local Paramount. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) (2d 
week) and stage show. MHoldover is 
for six days with satisfactory $10,000 
in .ight. First week, excellent $17,- 
500. plenty profitable. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—“When’s 
Your Birthday’ (RKO) and ‘Breez- 
ing Home’ (U), dual. Running neck- 
and-neck with its day-dater, Pan- 
tages, and will probably beat latter 
house by $100 for fair $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Michael Strogoff’ (RKO) and 
‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ (RKO), n. g. 
$4.700. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Love Is News’ (20th) and ‘The 
Holy Terror’ (20th). dual. Combo 
socko here at $14,600 pace. Last 
week, ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and 
‘Man of the People’ (MG), very prof- 
itable $14,200. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55 )—‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and 
‘Man of the Peaple’ (MG), dual. On 
moveover this brace displaying ex- 
treme weakness and probably will 
garner $3.000. Last week, ‘On Ave- 
nue’ (20th) and ‘Under Cover of 
Nicht’ (MG). hit fair $4,000. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2.296; 30-40-55-65) 
—Mrs. Cheynev’ (MG) and ‘Man of 
the People’ (MG), dual. Moveover 
farin® a little better here: $5,500 will 
be fair. Last week, ‘On Avenue’ 
(20th) and ‘Man of People’ (MG), 
oke $6,800. 


GLADYS SWARTHOUT’'S 
TUNEFUL $6,500, PORT. 


Portland, Ore.. March 2. 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ big stuff in its sec- 


very 


Doing | 


| 








registered heavy, and big stuff at 
$9,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen ) (1,400; 
~One in Million’ (Fox) and 
(RKO). 
Paramount after three big 
weeks at that house. Looks like nice 
$3,200 in fourth week here. Last 
week ‘We Who Are About to Die’ 
(RKO) and ‘Let’s Make a Million’ 
(Par) $2,300. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen ) 
(2.000: 30-40)—‘Champagne Waltz’ 
(Par) and *“¢7oman Wise’ (Fox). Well 


Last week ‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) 
and ‘Crack Up’ (Fox) registered nice 
biz at $5,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-40)—‘Lioyds’ (20th) and 
‘We're on Jury’ (RKO), answering 
to bally for great results, in line for 
big $8,500. Last week ‘One in Mil- 


Moved in | 


$6,500. | 





ist Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 
Week of March 5 
Aster — “Good Earth’ (MG) 
(5th wk). 


. 





Capitel —“Romeo and Juliet’ 
(MG). 

Criterion—Women of Glam- 
our’ (Col) (4). 

Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ 
(3). 

Music Hall—‘Fire Over Eng- 
land’ (UA) (4). 


will come to ng. $8,600, Last week, 
on strength of marquee names, pic 
did swell $16,100. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—“When You're in 
Love’ (2d wk), with mew and inex- 
nsive vaude show. Ringing up 


(Col) 








| 
| 
| 
| 





| 


lion’ (20th) and ‘Woman in Distress’ | 


(Col) third week nicely, $5,000. First 
two weeks piled up $20,000, a record 
buster for this house. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 30- 
Good enough $4:000. First week good 
$5,900. 





“AVE. AND BELLE: 


BAKER SOCKO 
~ $30,000, DET. 


—_—_— 


Z 


Detroit, March 2. 
March roaring in like a man-sized 
lion, and things look generally good 
here for first time since Lent started 


and sit-downitis became a fad. De- 
spite raft of musicals, dough seems 
to be plentiful for all houses. 

Race for top coin honors is a 
scramble between ‘On the Avenue,’ 
plus Belle Baker, at the Fox, and 
‘Ready, Willing and Able,’ with 
Bowes revue, at the Michigan. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘When You're in Love’ (Col) (2d 
week) plus ‘She’s Dangerous’ (U), 
dual. Grace Moore opus moved here 
from Fox; oke $5,500. Last week nice 
$6.000 on ‘Woman Alone’ (GB) and 
‘Holy Terror’ (20th). 

Downtown (Indie) (2.500; 25-35)— 
‘Men Are Not Gods’ (GB) and ‘Red 
Light Ahead,’ dual. Good $3,500, 
following oke $3,000 last stanza on 
‘Carnival in Flanders’ (Tobis) plus 
‘Wanted Women’ (Ind.). 

Fox (Indie) (5.000; 30-40-65)—‘On 
Avenue’ (20th) with Belle Baker top- 
ping vaude. Rave notices on flicker 
helping house to fine $30,000. Not 
exciting but oke $21,000 last week on 
‘When You're in Love’ (Col) plus 


vaude. 

Madiseén ‘(United Detroit) (2,000: 
30-40-65 )—“Meade’s Woman’ (Par). 
House can't break spell so-so $7,500 
coming up. Oke $5,700 last stanza on 
third session of ‘Camille’ (MG), 
moved to this spot after two good 
weeks at UA. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000: 


| 


‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) | 49)—‘Green Light’ (FN) (2d week). | 


“Nai ee? profit with $11,000, Last week same 

Puramess — of Solem picture, with Bob Crosby’s band on 
(Par) (2d wk). : stage, led town with big $19,800. 

Rialto—‘Outcast’ (Par) (2). 15- 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; It 
| 25-30-35-40-55 )—‘Head Over Heels in 


Rivoli—‘Nancy Steele Is Miss- 


ing’ (20th) (6). Love’ (GB). Opened supper show 
Rexy—‘Love Is News’ (20th). |tonight (Tuesday). Four additional 
Strand — ‘Great O'Malley’ | days of “Maid of Salem’ (Par) rang 
(WB) (5) |up $3,500 to swell previous week's 


Week of March 12 | okay $10,000. 


: ; New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 

Aster — “Good Earth’ (MG) || 35"40.55)—*Only Live Once’ (20th). 
(6th wk). . 

Capitel — ‘Romeo and Juliet good $8,600. Last week second of 


(MG) (2d wk). 
Criterion—‘Women of Glam- 
our’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Glebe — “Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(2d wk). 
Music Hall—‘Fire Over Eng- 
land’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Paramount — ‘Waikiki Wed- | 


‘Avenue’ (20th), came through with 
$6,100, okay. 

Stanley (WB) (8,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Green Light’ (FN) (2d wk). 
Coming through in nice style; gross 
indicates pleasing $9,100. Last week, 
i'same pic got rosy $14,200. 


& new picture in town and doing 
| 
| 





ding’ (Par) (10). 
Rialto—‘Espionage’ (MG) (9). 
Rivoli—‘Nancy Steele Is Miss- 

ing’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Rexy— ‘Love Is News’ 

(2d wk). 

Strand — ‘Great O'Malley’ 

(WB) (2d wk). 


(20th) 





LOVE IS NEWS 
1246, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, March 2. 

‘Love Is News,’ coupled with N. T. 
G. and his stage revue, are topping 
the town with a smashing business 
at the vaudfilm Lyric. Grace Moore’s 
new picture, ‘When You're in Love,’ 
also is doing a nifty business, while 
the other first run spots are manag- 
ing to get by nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘On Avenue’ (20th) (2d week). 
Good at $4,200. Last week same pic- 
ture garnered fine $6,300 initial 
stanza. 

Circle (Monarch) (2.800: 25-40)— 
‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) dualled with 
‘Men Are Not Gods’ (Par). Former 
picture stressed with Edward Ar- 
nold and Francine Larrimore given 
extra attention. Results mild $4.200. 
Last week, ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) on 
twin bill with ‘Clarence’ (Par) all 
right at $5,500. 

Loew’s (2,600: 25-40) — ‘When 
You’re in Love’ (Col) dualled with 
‘Sinner Take All’ (Col). Grace 
Moore plugged strong in former film 
and take is dandy at $7.500. Last 
week, ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) socko at 
$10,800. 

Lyric (Olson) (2.000: 25-30-40)— 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) and N. T. G. 
stage revue. Latter featured, but 
film also helped. Gross is very big 
at $12.500. Last week, ‘Stolen Holi- 
day’ (WB) and vaude very good at 
$9,400. 


Lederer’s P.A. Hypeing 
Montreal Dual, $12,000 


Montreal, March 2. 
‘Wings of Morning’ in its fifth week 
at His Majesty’s, which is a record 











units, but neat $28,000 nevertheless. 
Huge $33,700 last stanza on ‘Stolen 
Holiday’ (FN) and Waring’s band, 
latter continuing his pop here. 
Combo smashed house record Sun- 
day (21). 

State (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
40)—‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par) and ‘Ac- 
cused’ (Crit), dual. Normal at $7,000. 
Better last week at $7,500 on ‘Jane 
Turner’ (RKO) plus ‘Captain’s Kid’ 
(FN). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000: 30-40-65)—‘Green Light’ (FN) 
(2a week). Continuing at good clip, 
with h. 0. $10,000, after nice $15,000 
first session. Doubtful if itll hold 
for third week. 


Live Once, Sole 
New Balto Pic, 
Lively $8,600 


Baltimore, March 2,- 


Unusual situation here this week, 
with every first-run house in town 
except the New holding over. Natu- 
ral let-down after heavy grosses last 
week, but business on the whole is 
very satisfactory. 


The New, opening Saturday (27) 
with ‘You Only Live Once,’ is get- 
ting a nice play, and will ring up a 
pleasing $8,600. Keith's is opening 
supper show tonight (Tuesday) with 
‘Head Over Heels in Love.’ 

Hippodrome, now town’s only 
combo house, held ‘When You're in 
Love’ on screen and changed vaude 
show. 

Estimates for This Week 




















30-40-65)—"Ready, Willing, Able’| Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- for that house. Gross is holding up. 
(WB) and Bowes revue on stage. | 35-40-55)— ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG). | ‘Camille’ in second week, also looks 
Not up to former grosses of Bowes ' Second week falling down and figure good. 
Pic biz is feeling favorable ski 
; » weather and conditions. 
‘6 3 Estimates for This Week 
Cade § oman, A , fa , i] His Majesty (CT) (1,600; 50)— 


Mrs. Cheyney, 236, Strong in Wash. 


‘Wings of the Morning’ (Brit) (5th 
wk). May gross nice $4,000, after 
good $5,000 in fourth week. 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 50)—‘Camille’ 
(MG) (2nd wk). Looks like very 
good $8,000, after corking $13,000 





Washington, March 2. 


‘Mrs. Cheyney’ is away out in 
front this week, with Crawford- 
Powell-Montgomery proving _ that 
where the stars are there is 
dough. Only competitor is ‘Ready. | 


Willing and Able,’ which has Eddie 
Duchin’s band to give bill pop swing 
flavor. 





| 


' 


Keith's, which hasn't had good 
week this year, down in the dumps 
again with ‘We're on the Jury.’ 
Critics liked it, but Victor Moore 
and Helen’ Broderick not sock 
enough vet to overcome total lack of 





the | and vaude. 


first week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Maid of 
$6,500 Salem’ (Par) and ‘Clarence’ (Par) 
n,OvU. x | dual. Expectations are for $8,500, 
Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-60-70) | good. Last week, ‘Plough and Stars’ 
‘Ready, Willing and Able’ (WB) | (RKO) and ‘We're on Jury’ (RKO) 
Duchin’s band making | fair $5,500. : 
perfect swing bill that should pull | 


000. Last week, same pic, sock 











| PS a Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200: 50)— 
a , $20,000. Last Ba | ‘Breezing Home’ (WB) and ‘Holy 
Light’ (WB) built to swell $20,500. | Terror’ (20th). Francis Lederer in 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 25-35-60)— 
‘On the Jury’ (RKO). Pitiful $5,000. 
Last week ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) 
helped ‘by holiday, climbed to satis- 
| factory $7,500. 

Met (WB) (1,853: 25-40)—‘Crack- 
Weak $3,000. 


| person helping to $12,000, good. Last 
| week, Ray Noble band, ‘Bulldog 
Drummond’ (Par) 
Races’ (U), fine $12,500. 
Princess (CT) (2.300: 50)—‘'Women 
of Glamour’ (Col) and “Devil’s Play- 
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Mpls, Apathetic; ‘Only Live Once’ 
And ‘Waid of Salem’ $5,000 and $0 


7. 





Minneapolis, March 8. 

Business here continues to plumb 
the lower levels. Slump is hard to 
explain, but it has hit other lines of 
endeavor as well, 

Picture lineup still is nothing te 
get excited about, and that, of course, 
has something to do with the public’s 
apathy. ‘Maid of Salem’ and ‘You 
Only Live Once’ are the best of the 
current lot, but neither is proving 
itself hot box office. ‘Three Smart 
Girls,’ stifl turning in a profit, re- 
mains for a ninth loop week at the 
World. 

For a change, town has a stage 
show, ‘Greenwich Village Scandals’ 
in conjunction with ‘O’Malley’ at the 
Orpheum, and it will land that house 
far out in front in the box office 
race. 

Plenty of money was spent on ex- 
tra mewspaper advertising for ‘Maid 
of Salem’ and ‘You Only Live Once.’ 
but results to date leave much to 
be desired. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900: 15-25) 
—‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Rain-« 
bow on the River’ (RKO) (2d runs ), 
split, and ‘Flying Hostess’ (U) and 
‘Under Your Spell’ (20th), first run 
dual last three days. Fair $800 indi- 
cated. Last week ‘White Hunter’ 
(20th) (24 run) and ‘Trail Dust’ 
(Par) and ‘Night Waitress’ (RKO), 
first run dual last three days, $700 
mild. ; ‘ 

Century (Publix-Singer) 
25-35-55 )—‘Only Live Once’ 
Well sold and meeting with favor, 
but turnstiles clicking only fair $5. 
000. Last week, second for ‘On Avee 
nue’ (20th), $6,000, good. 


(1,500; 
(UA), 


Lyric (Publix-Singer) (1,300: 20- 
25 )—‘Plainsman’ (Par) and ‘Stow- 
away (20th) (2d runs), split. Good 


$3,000 indicated. Last week ‘College 
Holiday’ (Par) and ‘Gold Diggers of 
1937’ (FN) (2d runs), split, $3,500 
good. 7 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4.200: 
25-35-55)—"Maid of Salem’ (Par). 
Cast names and big advertising cam- 
paign helping some, but they’re not 
coming in paying numbers, and gross 
will do well to touch light $6,000, 
Last week ‘Green Light’ (WB), $9,- 
000, pretty good. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2.890: 
35-40-55 )—‘Great O’Malley’ (WB) 
and ‘Greenwich Village Scandals’ on 
stage. Siage show—only one in town 
and first in a number of weeks—re- 
sponsible for nearly all that house is 
pulling. Fair $12,000 will just about 
keep ’em out of red. Last week ‘Sea 
Devils’ (RKO), $4,000. bad. 

State (Publix-Singer ) (2.300: 25-40) 
—‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col) and 
‘Let’s Make a Million’ (Par). This 
type of dual features still is cause of 
red ink on box office statements: 
looks like poor $2.000. Last week 
‘About to Die’ (RKO) and ‘Longest 
Night’ (MG), dual, $2.400. bad. 

Time (Berger) (290: 15-25)—‘Mr 
Deeds’ (Col). Revival may go about 
four days to fair $400. Last week 


ae Gentlemen’ (Rep), $600, 
ignt. 
Uptown (Publix) (290: 15-25)— 


‘Thin Man’ (MG). First nabe show- 
ing for this one bringing in big $3.- 
500. Last week ‘One in Million’ 
(20th). $3,000, okeh. 

World (Steffes) (250: 25-35-40-559 
—Smart Girls’ (U) (9th week). 
Heading for another profitable $2,000. 
Last week, $2,500, big. 


OK PIX DO OK B’KLYN BIZ 


Durbin, $16,500, Good; ‘Ave.,’ Second 
Week, Big $18,000 


Brooklyn, March 2. 

Attractive flickers predominate on 

downtown screens, with RKO Albee, 

Fabian’s Fox and Loew’s Met cop- 

ping honors this semester. Albee is 

holding ‘On the Avenue’ second 

week, and Par moved in_ today 
(Tuesday) with ‘Green Light.’ 
Estimates for This Week 











Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—‘On the 
Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Criminal 
Lawyer’ (RKO) (2d week). Will 


draw nifty $18,000. Last week house 
grabbed magnificent $23,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55 )— Devil's Play- 
ground’ (Col) and ‘Doctor’s Diary 
(Par). Will boost till to tune of 
$17,000, good. Last week ‘Great Guy 
(GN) and ‘Join Marines’ (Rep) (2d 
week) got dandy $17,000. 


Metropolitan (2,400: 25-35-55 )— 
‘Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Mysterious 


Crossing’ (U). 
duce good 


Nice dualers will pro- 
$16,500. Last week, 


er alk amelie ; mo? . Aa 
ond week at the Broadway. ‘Green | romantic appeal on marquee. Up —<e Sar” (WB) Re Am ground’ (Col). Should get $6,000, | oa oe) ae ee, Se 
Light’ also worth a second week at Estimates for This Week Patnc e (L . ) 2 363: 25-35-60 ong good. Last week, ‘Avenue’ (20th) }° ays ( ; 555 ‘Green 
A. thanks to good bally in the quiet! ., . os we a= a 0a, eo vo“ | and ‘Trapped By Television’ (20th), | Paramount (4,000; 25-35-' Pe 
UA cm | Capitel (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— | ‘Mrs. Cheyney (MG). Leading town | $6,000 Light’ (WB) and ‘Clarence’ (Par). 
— -s of the week is ‘I lovds’ | John Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and/with swell $23,000. Last week/*" 7. ° : Open today (Tuesday). Last week; 
Top gross 3 ~~ es ‘ust closed | Vaude. Fats Waller and unit on | ‘Lloyd's’ (20th) (2d week) good | Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | ‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Drum- 
at sangha hater reeonget e f ‘One | Stage, but town is showing signs of ; $14,000. (600; 50)—‘Helene. Expected to | mond Escapes’ (Par) (2d week) 
three record-brea — wo © isurfeit of colored footlight fare. | Rialte (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55).| STOSs $2,500, o.k. Last week, repeat | $14,000, okay. 
in a Million. F Won't better n.g. $19,000. Last week |—Amateur Gentleman’ (UA) and of “Rigolboche,’ $1,500. | Strand (2,000; 25-35-56)—‘Beloved 
Estimates for This Week ‘Love Is News’ (20th) and Bowes’ |‘Duck Soup’ (Par) (revivals) (2d St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) | Vagabond’ (Col) and ‘Larceny on 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40)— | gal unit. good $22,000. - | week). First holdover in months | —'27 Rue de La Paix’ and ‘Coeur de! Air (Rep). Nice combo will bring 3” 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and ‘Dangerous| Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— | should get by with oke $1,800. Last |Gueux.’ About $4,000, after good | attractive $7,500. Last week ‘Fin 
Nurober’ (MG) (2d week). Going | ‘Plainsman’ (Par) (2d run). Fourth | week same bill mounted to big | $4.500 last week on ‘Veille d’Armes’ | the Witness (Col) and ‘Paradise Ex- 
strong for good $5,500; first week’ week on mainstem getting nice $4,- ' $3,300. and ‘Quand Minuit Sonnera.’ | press’ (Rep), $8,700, good. 
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Beit Pix Densimate Loudon West 


~ End, But ‘Plainsman’ $20,000, 


Theodora 


25G, Town's Socks 





> an London, Feb. 21. 

West End picture theatres as a 
whole are in the money this week, 
with a goodly portion of the intake 
attributed to the BIF (British Indus- 
tries Fair), but the fact that the 
product in most cases is interesting is 
also of considerable help, 


For the first time in a decade 
British-made pictures are getting an 
inning this week. Gaumont-British 
have two of their own product, re- 
spectively, at the Tivoli and Gaumont 
Haymarket (the rebuilt Capitol). 
Both houses are GB owned. Max 
Schach has two, one at the London 
Pavilion, a UA house, and the other 
at the Marble Arch Pavilion, a GB 
house, while British & Dominion 
have a solo offering at the New Gal- 
lery, also a GB house. 


Really there are six British pic- 
tures in the West End, if one in- 
cludes ‘Southern Roses,’ the support- 
ing picture at Metro’s Empire to 
‘Love on the Run’ (Metro), made by 
Capitol-Grafton. 

Appreximate Gresses 
(At $5 to the £) 


Carlton—‘Charge of Light Brigade’ 
(FN). Opened on Boxing Day to 
smashing business, doing steady $12,- 
500 for five weeks. For the next 
three weeks never got below the 
$10,000 mark. Finished its ninth and 
last week just below the $9,000 mark. 
and now replaced by ‘Maid of Salem’ 
(Par), with Claudette Colbert, who 
has not been seen in the West End 
for six months. and should draw for 
at least four weeks. ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) follows, to be succeeded by 
Schach’s ‘Pagliacci,’ starring Tauber. 

Empire—‘Love on the Run’ (MG). 
Crawford-Gable-Tone still very 
strong combo, and attracted ’em for 
two weeks, with first stanza close to 
$30,000, and second week just touch- 
ing $22,000. Now replaced by ‘This 
Will Make You Whistle’ (Wilcox), a 
filmization of Jack Buchanan’s mu- 
sical, with same cast in both cases. 
Novelty of this offering is that both 
musical and film are currently play- 
ing at practically adjacent houses, 
musical being at Daly’s theatre. Pic- 
ture will not stay for more than one 
week, as house is wanted by Metro 
for own product, with ‘Camille’ set 
to follow soon. 

Gaumont Haymarket—‘Great Bar- 
rier’ (GB). House is former Capitol, 
and now reconstructed into luxuri- 
ous and far more comfortable house. 
necessitating reducing seating capac- 
ity from 1,800 to 1,300, all to the 
good. Reopening with new British 
picture, attended by the Queen, 
helped to stimulate business. First 
week touched $16,000; second just 
below $15,000. while third stanza 
should better $18,000, as it will be 
more than a full week (10 days). 
‘Head Over Heels’ (GB), starring 
Jessie Matthews, with songs by Gor- 
don and Revel, replaces for fortnight. 
Cannot stay longer, as house is want- 
ed for “Three Smart Girls’ (Univer- 
sal-Woolf), with gala opening set for 
March 15. 

Leicester Square—‘Beloved Enemy’ 
(UA ). This is no ‘Dodsworth’ or 
These Three,’ but good entertain- 
ment. Yet as a whole has proved 
disappointing. Show people main- 
tain Mere Oberon is not yet strong 
enough to carry full picture henors, 
and that’s the reason picture is not 
the smash expected. In third week, 
with first week at $12,500, second 
$10,000 and third not expected to 
better $8,000. Not likely to stay a 
fourth, with ‘Fire Over England’ 
(Korda) replacing. This is expected 
to stay at least six weeks, 

London Pavilion—‘Dreaming Lips’ 
(Shach). Picture is remake rnd 
Bergner's earlicr German work, now 
done in English. Picture had special 
premiere, attended by the Queen, 
which gave it good fillip. Opened to 
$15,000, but dropped second week to 
nearer $12,000. Now in third week 
and will most likely touch the $10.- 
000 mark. Doing very fine afternoon 
trade, mostly old and middle aged 
clientele, and is still good for a few 
more weeks. ‘Dark Journey’ (Lon- 
don Films) set to follow. 


Marble Areh—‘Love from Stranger’ | 


‘Ged’s Country’ No Lure 


(Shach). Was surprise hit at its re- 
cent month’s run at London Pavilion. 
and taken off when still in the money 
to make room for ‘Dreaming Lips.’ 


Here, in second West-End run. 
opened slowly, but built up when 
Shach made special newspaper 
spread. First week, $5,000. with 


second week around $7,000. due to 
extra publicitv. Must make room 
for second release of GB’s own epic 
O.H.M.S.’ 

New Gallerv—‘Talk of the Devil’ 
(B & D) (UA release). Came in 
very quietly. but made big stir in 
the press. with most of the scribes 
giving it heavy sugar. but customers 
did not resnond. Chalked up $8,000. 
with ‘Aren't Men Beasts’ (BIP) re- 


placing. 
Plaza—‘Plainsman’ (Par). This is 








one of the socks of the West-End. 
The Cooper-Arthur eombo means a 
lot with the sophisticated mob. Aris- 
toeracy have been coming to give 
this the once over, including the 
Duke and Dutchess of Kent. Now in 
third week and still little sign of 
falling off, Fortnight’s average 
topped $20,000 per week, Has proved 
best thing housed here since ‘Rug- 
gles.” May stay fourth week, with 
‘Outcast’ (Par) scheduled to follow. 

Regal—‘Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col-). 
Came in without much blast, but 
has set the town agog and getting a 
terrific amount of word-of-mouth. 
While it is not a ‘Deeds,’ lacking the 
Cooper-Arthur monnikers, it is the 
next best since ‘Deeds’ hit this the- 
atre. First week topped $25,000, 
which is head of the class, and looks 
like continuing, if not bettering, in 
the seeond stanza. Definitely good 
for four weeks, and even more. 

Rialto—Mighty Tundra.” Known 
in America as ‘Tundra.’ Another one 
of the ‘Tarzan’ series, which has 
good following in England, -and 
which is always sure money-maker 
for Arthur Dent and his Wardour 
Films, Limited. Wil! do $4,000 this 
opening week, and in for several 
more, as this small capacity house 
has little overhead. 

Tiveli—‘Good Morning, Boys’ 
(GB). Will Hay, the scholastic 
comedian of vaudeville fame, starred. 
Makes his third picture at this house, 
where he has gained quite a follow- 
ing, and this one is best of his series. 
Will touch around $10,000 for first 
stanza, and is in for another week, 
and may be longer. ‘Crack Up’ (Fox) 
due to replace. This house remains 
. difficult problem for GB. as it has 
lost its once premiere standing. with 
Americans not anxious to trade for 
their big products’ pre-releases. 


ond West-End pre-release policy, 
placing it in same category as the 
Marble Arch Pavilion, Dominion and 
New Victoria Cinema, all GB houses. 


Grace Moore’s $13,500 





K.C.’s Highest Pitch, 





Kansas City, March 2%. 
Grace Moore pic, ‘You're in Love,’ 
accounting fer brisk biz at Midland. 
‘Love Is News’ at Tower getting a 
fine play. Former has gross edge. 
‘On the Avenue’ moved from the 


Tower to Uptown for second stanza 
and looks okay in new “setting. 
Tower-to-Uptown will be routing for 
20th-Fox product that shows reason- 
able strength, 


Estimates for This Week - 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Green Light’ (WB) and ‘Penrod and 
Sam’ (WB), dual. Former sold from 
‘Magnificent Obsession’ angle and not 
getting what it should. $7,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘Great O'Malley’ (WB) 
and Ethel Waters’ ‘Swing, Harlem, 
Swing’ unit, $13,000, not so forte. 
House joined in balcony bargain 
seale this week to make it unani- 
mous. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000: 25-40)— 
‘When You're in Love’ (Col). Hold- 
ing even pace for okay $13,500. Last 
week, ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG), was 
good with $13,000. 

Newman (Par) (1,900: 25-40)— 
‘John Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and 
‘King of Hockey’ (WB). Dual bill 
lacks punch and marquee strength; 
so-so $5,800. Last week, ‘Sea Devils 
(RKO) and ‘Criminal Lawyer’ 
(RKO), came along surprisingly well, 
$7.300. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Love 
Is News’ (20th) and vaude. Pic 
vleasing and may go to good $11,900. 
Last week, ‘On the Avenue’ (20th), 
and vaude, sockeroo $14,000. House 


three times in its history. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,030; 25-40)—‘Ave- 
nue’ (20th) (2d run). Warbling 
good $5,000. Last week. ‘One in a 
Million’ (20th) (2d week). Com- 
pleted four-week showing 
downtown) with nifty $3,400. 





In Lincoln, So-So $3,200 


Lincoln, March 2. 

Grace Moore’s ‘When You're in 
Love’ holding over for a _ second 
seven days at the Varsity. 

‘Black Legion’ 
Ladies,’ dualling, breaks down 
Orpheum’s vaudfilm policy 
week. Combo is doing okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200: 10-15)— 


the 
this 








(two | 


| ‘God's 


ia bit, 





and ‘Beware of 


{ 
‘Trouble for Two’ (MG), likewise 


average $900. 

LimeoIn (LTC) (1,600; 16-20-25)-— 
‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB), Kay Francis 
always does pretty well in this 
house; $2,600 likely. Last week, 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par), hit $2,800, 


nice, 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 
25)—Black Legion’ (WB) and ‘Be- 
ware of Ladies’ (Rep). House has 
given up vaude for this week and 
will earry this dual bill the full 
stretch. Normal policy is split weeks, 
dual one half and vaudfilm the 
other. Combo doing well for straight 
films and seems likely to rate $2,000. 
Last week. ‘Captain’s Kid’ (WB) and 
vaude, split with ‘Mind Your Own 
Business’ (Par) plus ‘Accused’ (UA), 
slim for the policy at $2,200. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
Country’ (WB). Although 





ballied with national ads and given | 


good noticeg, 
Won't bett@r average $3,200. Last 
week ‘On the Avenue’ (20th), step- 
ped out and gathered $3,700, which 
is nice for this house. 


pie isn’t any too forte. | 


—— 





‘Woman Alone’ Lone New B'way 


Entry $36,000, So Biz Eases Of: 
Grace Moore 2d, 756; Lent Denting 





It’s the middle of Lent but that 
probably isn’t as much the cause for 
slow motion at the ticket windows as 
the fact that the town is full of 


holdovers which got the majority of | 


their play over Washington’s birth- 
day last week. The weekend brought 
only one new picture. ‘Woman Alone,’ 
which is considerably behind 


| fast gait the Roxy has been showing 
| of late. 


Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-25- | 
35)—When You’re In Love’ (Col) | 
(2d wk). Grace Moore film got 


going late after an early lull and hit 
$2,300 in fiyst seven days. Patrons 
thought it another potion of grand 


| opera and were staying away until 


the word got around. Second canto 
seems assured of $1,600, nice, 


Sales Day Vs. 
Lent m St. L., 
But Lent Wins 


St. Louis, March 2. 
Downtown Day sales, one of town’s 
biggest yearly events in which all 
retail stores participate, only slightly 
offset toll Lent is taking here. 
Borrah Minevitch and gang big 








| fair at Ambassador, but biz is only 
fair. 
Definite talk of theatre adopting sec- | 


‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney,’ at 
Loew’s, is first pic to h.o, here this 
year, 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador 
55 )—“You're in Love’ (Col) and stage 
show. Borrah Minevitch and 
harmonica band will help house to 
$15,000, nice. Last week ‘Women of 
Glamour’ (Col) and stage show, end- 
ed with $17,000, okay. 





Fox (F&M) (5,038: 25-35-55)— 
‘Green Light’ (WB) and ‘Off to 
Races’ (20th). Doing fair $14,000. 


Last week ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and 
‘Mind Your Business’ (Par), sagged 
but finished with $13,500, 
above average. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (2d 
wk). Will collect okay $12,000 after 
swell $18,000 in first week. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,514; 25-35-55 )— 


‘Breezing Home’ (U) and ‘Great 
O'Malley’ (WB). Only $8,000, weak, 
in sight for this dual. Last week 


‘Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Criminal Law- 
yer’ (RKO). collected $11,000, which 
was good after run at Fox down the 
street. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO) (2d run) 
and stage show. Lent denting house 
and only $7,500 is in sight. Last 
week ‘One in Million’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) and 
stage show gathered $8,200, fair. 


(F&M) (3,018; 25-40- | 


his | 








‘Alone’ is ambling along for what 


| looks like a $36,000 week, picture be- 


ing one of the few that the Roxy 
won't hold a second. While this fig- 
ure is far from big, it is, however, 
okay. ‘Love Is News’ comes in Fri- 
day (5). 

Early last week, on Tuesday 


morning (23), the Rialto brought in | 


‘Man of the People,’ it be- 


having 


come the habit to open pictures here | 


instead of Thursdays. 
satisfactory for the 


on Tuesdays 
‘People’ fared 


small-seater, getting $7,700, but was | 


‘Outcast’ 
morning 


not held beyond a week. 
was ushered in yesterday 
(Tues. ). 

Of the holdovers, strongest is 
‘When You're in Love,’ at the Music 
Hall. It churned to a frothy $102,000 
last week over Washington's birth- 
day and on the holdover is standing 
up pretty good, indications pointing 
to no less than $75,000. House brings 
in ‘Fire Over England’ tomorrow 
(Thurs.), booked from United Artisis. 

‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney,’ which 
sluffed off a little last week (its 


first) to $37,000, looks no more than | 


$22,000, but okay on its second (cur- 
rent) and will be replaced tomorrow 
(Thurs.) by ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ first 
time at pop run. At the Paramount, 
*‘Meade’s Woman’ and the Guy Lom- 
bardo band are striving for $28,000, 
also okay, on the seeond week after 
a surprise play over the Washing- 


ton birthday weekend which got the | 


house $43,000 
‘Maid of Salem’ and the 
Goodman orchestra comprises 
new show today (Wed.). 


initial seven 


Benny 
the 


The Strand, Rivoli and Criterion, 
all with holdovers, aren't getting 
many customers this week. ‘Man 


Who Could Work Miracles’ has 
slipped considerably since its good 
opening and this week, its second, 
looks under $15,000, while ‘Green 
Light,’ on its third stanza at the 
Strand, appears shy of $12,000. 
‘Light,’ however, with two pretty 


good weeks behind it, turns out to 
be a rather profitable 2l-day picture 
for the Warner house. ‘Man of Af- 
fairs, which got only $10,000 on its 
first week at the Criterion should 
never have been held a_ second, 
answer being about $5,500. 

Crit brings in ‘Women of Glamour’ 
tomorrow night (Thurs.) on a pre- 
view and on March I1eé will be turned 
over to Gaumont-British for a two- 
a-day run of ‘The Great Barrier.’ 
Columbia which had sought the 
house for ‘Lost Horizon,’ went into 
the Globe instead, where this picture 
opens tonight (Wed.) on a twice- 
daily basis at a $2 top. On leasing 
the house to Col, Harry Brandt has 
moved his first-run grind policy into 
the Central in the same block. 

With the opening of ‘Horizon,’ 





Yacht Clab Boys With ‘Dangerous 
Number’ Only Mild $14500, Philly 





Philadelphia, March 2. 
No complaints from most of the 
downtown film houses last week, but 
indications are for considerable of a 


has only reached that figure two ot bao in the current week, Group 
as y . 5 


of holdovers and a couple of weak 
b.o. sisters are held responsible. 


| 
| 


‘Good Earth’ is hitting a terrific | 
pace at the Locust and looks as if it | 
would continue at that pace for at | 
least four months unless the opening | 


of the roadshowing ‘Lost Horizon,’ 
at the Chestnut next Sunday, puts a 


dent in it. One thing’s certain, these 
two roadshowers hurt some of the 
regular run pix, as it has been 


proved Philly can stand only a cer- | 


tain number of outstanding screen 
offerings in the downtown sector, 
Estimates fer This Week 
Aldine (1.200; 40-55-65)—‘Maid of 
Salem’ (Par). Finishing first week 
tonight with $13,000; under expecta- 


| 


week after big start: $9,000 seen. Last 
week, a strong $19,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Danger- 
ous Number’ (MG) and vaude. Yacht 
Club Boys should be good magnets, 
but no more than $14,500. Last week, 
‘Holy Terror’ (20th) and vaude, 
weak $12,500. 

Fox (3,000; 
Woman’ (Par) and stage show. Mary 
Lewis headliner. All the crix panned 
pic, very chilly $12,500. Last week, 
‘Women of Glamour’ (Col) and stage 


show, Eddy Duchin saved the day 
with o.k. $16,500. 
Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Lloyds'’ | 
(20th) (2d week). Second run and 
still hot, $3,300 likely. Last week 
$4,200. 
Keith’s (2.000: 30-40-50)—‘You 


Only Live Once’ (UA). Second run, | 


fair $2,500. Last week. ‘On Avenue’ 


| (20th) seeond run, nice $3,200. 


tions. Adverse notices may have 
ij hurt. ‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) only | 
$5,000. 

Areadia (600: 25-40-55)—‘Mind | 


‘Big Show’ (Rep) plus ‘Wild Brian | 


Kent’ (20th), 
Jane Turner’ 


split with ‘Wanted: 


Your Business’ (Par), second run, 


(RKO) and ‘Join the | mediocre $2,200. Last week, ‘Camille’ 


Marines’ (Rep). Gross is average at | (MG), second week for this second 
run gave it a hot $2,800. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Green Light’ 
Getting only five-day second About to Die’ (RKO), $6,200 okay. 


$900 pace. Last week ‘Traitor’ (Par) 
plus ‘Milky Way’ (Par), split with 
‘Dangerous Number’ (MG) plus 


(FN). 


Locust (1.400: 55-83-$].14-$1.73)— 


‘Good Earth’ (MG) (2d wk). Looks | 
in for prosperous run after first 
week’s glowing $19,000 for this ' 


roadshow. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘Mrs. Chey- 
ney’ (MG). Getting five-day second 
week for likely $11,000. First week 
a very neat $19,000. 


Stanton (1,700: 30-40-50)—'Devil’s | 
Playground’ (Col). 
seen. Last week, ‘We Who Are | 


the | 


days. | 


40-55-65 )—‘Meade’s | 


Fairish $5,000 | —‘Avenue’ 


, Broadway will have two roadshow 
' attractions, ‘Good Earth’ being at 
|the Astor. Latter is a very strong 
| draw and continues at capacity, hav- 
ing grossed $22,000 last week, 
third for it. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )—~ 
Good Earth’ (MG) (4th week). Con- 
tinues a sellout, gross last week (3d) 


| being $22,000. The second week's 
take was $23,300. 

Capitel (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (2d week). Ta- 
pering off to a top of $22,000 this 
week (2d) and out tonight (Wed.), 
making way for ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

|(MG). First week for ‘Cheyney,’ 


$37,000, good. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Man of 
Affairs’ (GB) (2d week). Looks no 
more than a weak $5,500 this week, 
| after a first sevem days of only $10,- 
|000. ‘Women of Glamour’ (Col) 
comes in tomorrow night (¢Thurs.), 
| followed on March 18 by “The Great 

Barrier’ (GB) on a twice daily basis, 


| GB taking over the house for the 
run. 
Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) ‘Great 


Guy’ (GN) (2d run) and ‘Carnival in 
| Flanders’ (Tobis) (2d run), doubled. 
No dice at all and out last night 
(Tues.) after five brutal days, under 
$5,000. ‘On the Avenue’ (20th) (2d 
| run) and ‘Midnight Court’ (WB) (ist 
run), coupled, replaces today (Wed. ). 
| Last week ‘Lloyds’ (20th) (3d run) 
| and ‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ (RKO) (Ist 
run) $11,000, very good. 

Parameunt (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
| —‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and Guy 
| Lombardo orchestra (2d week). 
| Wert to a fine $43,000 last week (Ist) 
| and on second held pretty well, to 
| $28,000, showing good profit over 14- 
day run. ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and 
Benny Goodman orchestra is the new 
| show today (Wed.). 
| Radie City Musie Hall (5,980; 40- 

60-85-99-$ 1.65 )—‘When You're in 
(Col) and stage show (2d 
| week). Doing pretty well on the 
holdover, looking am easy $75,000. 
First seven days totaled $102,000, big. 
‘Fire Over England’ (UA) shows up 


Love’ 


tomorrow (Thurs. }. 
Rialte (750; 25-40-55)—‘Outcast’ 


(Par) opened here yesterday (Tues.), 
| succeeding ‘Man of the People’ (MG), 
which on seven days wound up with 


$7.700, okay. In ahead, ‘Doctor's 
Diary’ (Par) got $7,500. 
Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 }— 


‘Man Who Could Work Miracles” 
(UA) (2d week). Probably this side 
of $15,000, weakish. First weck’s 
gross was also not up to expecta- 
tions, weakening after the holiday to 
less than $25,000, but okay. ‘Naney 
Steele Is Missing’ (20th) opens Satur- 
day morning (6). 

Rexy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—“Women 
Alone’ (GB) and stage show. Dips 
considerably below this house’s re- 
cent average, but at $36,000 is satis- 
factory. Last week, second for ‘Mead 
Over Heels’ (GB), $39,200, excellent. 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) opems Friday 


(5). 
Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Green 
Light’ (WB) (3d week). Probably 


not as much as $12,000, but on the 
21-day run a quite profitable attrac- 
tion. Second week slipped a littl> to 
around $20,000. ‘Great O'Malley’ 
(WB) opens Saturday morning (6). 
State (3,450; 35-55-75) —'Plainsman”® 
(Par) (2d run) and vaude headed by 


Stepin Fetchit. Business wretty 
brisk here, maybe up to $27,000, 
good, Last week ‘Camille’ (MG) (2d 


run) and vaude topped by Wini 
Shaw and team of Buck and Bubbles, 
$33,000, fine. 





‘No Floppes in Denver: 
‘Avenue,’ $11,000, Nice 


Denver, March 2 

All the first rums are average or 
better, with ‘On the Avenue’ doing 
town’s best biz. It goes to the Alad- 
din for a second week. 

‘One in Million’ is still above aver- 
age in fourth week at first run 
houses, two of them at the B’way. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—‘God’s Country.’ Following a wee'r 
at the Denver. Biz holding up here 
at okay $3,500. Last week, ‘Lloyds’ 
(20th) did nicely at $3,000. 

Breadway (Huffiman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—One in Million’ (20th) (4th week). 
Holding up swell: $3,000 will be ex- 
| cellent, all things considered. Last 








week, third, sailed to $4,500, plenty” 


good, considering Henie film hed 
just played a week each at Aladdin 
and Denver. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.500: 25-35-40) 


—Salem’ (Par). Fair grosser at 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Outcast’ (Par) 
backed by Marcus unit, with 55e, 


top, did big $11,500. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500: 25-35-50) 
(20th) and stage band, 
Doing best biz in town at good $ll,~ 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Lent Sloughs Chi: Salem, Frenchy 


Unit Fair $31,000; 


‘O'Malley’ N.S.G. 


$16,000; “Ave.” 136, Among OK H.0.s 





vv 


Chicago, March 2. 


Lent is slowing down trade in the 
loop. This week is tempered by a 
number of holdover items, which 
will mean considerably lower total 
film gross in the downtown theatres. 


MeVickers, which had been closed | 


for months, becomes an important 
factor in the downtown situation, 
even though it is now a subsequent 
run house. It’s playing double fea- 


tures at 50c. top, but is combining | 
pictures of such strength that it fig- | 


ures to get some money that might 
have been originally intended for the 
first run spots. Currently the house 
is doubling ‘Lloyds’ and ‘One in Mil- 


Vaudfilm spots are doing only fair 
business, with the Chicago tops with 
fair $31.000 for ‘Maid of Salem’ and 
‘Casino Parisien’ unit. 

Best exploitation of the week goes 
to Jimmy Luntzel for his stunting on 
*Kine’s Scandals’ unit at the Oriental. 
Landed front pages with battle be- 
tween Harry Gourfain, unit chief, 
and Mrs. Mary Belle Spencer, femme 
lawyer. Biz, however, is not so forte. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Good Earth’ (MG) (2d 
week). Expect nine-week stay from 


this flicker. Will have to compete 
shortly with another roadshower, 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), which opens at 
the Erlanger. ‘Earth’ got fine $12,400 
last week, its first. , 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and ‘Casino 
Parisien’ unit on stage. Will be only 
fairish sort of week at $31,000; pic- 
ture getting little admiration from 
femmes and unit is drawing Bronx 
cheers from the guys who expected 
something French. Last week ‘Green 
Light’ (WB) held to an excellent 
$36.800, and switched to Garrick for 
additional looping. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-45-65-75) 
—‘Green Light’ (WB). In here from 
the Chicago and okay at $6,500. Last 
week ‘Camille’ (MG) finished loop 
gallop to $6,600, okay. 





Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-55)— 
*Great O’Malley’ (WB) and ‘King’s 
Scandals’ unit. Off considerably from 
last week at maybe $16,000, flabby. 
Last week ‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col) 
and Belle Baker on stage, nifty 
$19,900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Head Over Heels’ (GB) and vaude. 
Fair week in prospect with takings 
of $17,000. Last weak sad $14,400 
with ‘Strogoff’? (RKO). 

Roosevelt (B&K*) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—On Avenue’ (20th) (2d week). 
Will hold to nice $13,000 currently 
following fine $19,700 last week. ‘Men 
Are Such Fools’ (UA) next. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45)—‘Woman Alone’ (GB) and vaude. 
Good week at $14,000 on general 
house strength. Last week ‘About to 





Die’ (RKO) meaty $15,600. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1.700: 
35-55-75) —‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) 
(2d and final week). Around $12,000 
currently, following take of $18,700 
last session. Goes out Saturday (6) 
for ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG). 


STAGE SHOWS, HELPING 
PLENTY IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, March 2. 


Stage shows drawing this week, 
although the straight picture houses 
have nothing to complain about. Al- 
bee, once again, back in the stage 
attractions class, Clark Robinson’s 
*‘World’s Fairest’ holding the spot. 
While length of show precludes any 
possibility of a real honest-to-good- 
ness gross, the biz proves that the 
natives are stage conscious, especial- 
ly when the girls are plentiful. 

The going also okay at Fay’s, 
town’s only regular vaude _ spot, 
where Bowes’ girl revue heads the 
ticket. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Penrod 
and Sam’ (FN) and Bowes’ girl ama- 
teurs. Attracting fairly good busi- 
ness, considering all the angles. 
Seems headed for a nice $7,000. Last 
week ‘Breezing Home’ (U) was oke, 
too, at $7,300. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
*When You’re in Love’ (Col) and 
‘Sinner Takes All’ (MG). Three-and- 
a-half-hour show hurting any chance 
of big business, but at that house 
anticipates around $10,000, swell. 
Last week ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) off 
nice, but slid to $10,800. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘On Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Off to 
Races’ (20th) (2d wk). . With oppo- 
sish coming only from stage shows, 
this stanza should be well around 
$6,500, nice; last week same bill took 
lecd with a gieat $11;300.---~= 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-25-49)— 
*‘We’re On Jury’ (RKO) and ‘World's 








Fairest’ on stage. Plenty of doings 
here, but length of show against 
house grossing more than $8,500 at 
the most; nice activity, but not much 
sugar. Last week ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) 
and ‘Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO) not bad 
at $6,700. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Outcast’ (Par) and ‘Clarence’ (Par). 
If the breaks continue there’s no 
doubt of $7.800 gross, good. Last 
week ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and 
‘Mind Your Qwn Business’ (Par) 
nifty at $9,300. 


Ritz Bros. Sock 
Hub with ‘Wife, 
$36,000 Terrific 


quanaite Boston, March 2. 

Leading all b.o.’s by wide margins 
is the Keith Boston, with the Ritz 
Bros., Buck and Bubbles, Ina Ray 
Hutton and George Holland, local 
columnist, on stage, with ‘Don’t Tell 
the Wife’ for screen fare. It'll be 
biggest take since Eddie Cantor’s 





p.a. 

‘Camille’ last week opened slowly 
at the Orpheum and State, then built 
gradually to earn a holdover. ‘On 
the Avenue’ easily won a _ second 
stanza at the Memorial and still 
looks strong. Met is sagging with 
‘Ready, Willing and Able,’ with 
Louis Armstrong on stage, though 
extra heavy shopping helped all 
downtown houses Saturday. 

‘Good Earth’ (Metro) opens four- 
week roadshow at Colonial March 8. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO) and stage 
show topped by Ritz Bros.’ Spinning 
turnstiles towards beautiful $36,000. 
Local angle is p. a. by George Hol- 
land, who authored original story of 
pic. George White’s ‘Scandals’ unit, 
with ‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO), 
socked last week with $33,700. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘O’Malley’ (WB) and ‘Career 
Woman’ (20th), dual. Just so-so, 
around $6,000. Last week, ‘Lloyds’ 
(20th) (2nd run) and ‘Clarence’ 
(Par) (1st run), dual, okay $8,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 
25-40-55)—Avenue’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Carrying through nicely for about 
$17,500. Initial frame dandy $26,800. 
Starting Friday (5), this de luxer 
goes into dual pic policy for indef 
period. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—Ready, Willing and Able’ (WB) 
and Louis Armstrong band. No great 
shakes; fair $24,000 indicated. ‘Green 
Light’ (WB) and stage show very 
good last week, $32,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Camille’ (MG) (2d wk), Hold- 


over frame looks like nice $13,500. 
First week swell $21,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘Great O’Malley’ (WB) and 
‘Career Woman’ (20th), dual. Just 
marking time at $8,000 tempo. 
‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2nd run) and ‘Clar- 
ence’ (Par) (ist run), dual, okay 
$10,000 last week. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—Lloyds’ (20th) (3rd run) and 
‘Laughing at Trouble’ (20th), dual. 
Medium $7,000. ‘Champagne Waltz’ 
(Par) and ‘Black Legion’ (WB), 
dual, dove last week to $6,300. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Camille’ (MG) (2d wk). Aiming at 
satisfactory $11,000. First frame good 
$14,000. 


HENIE, $2,500, SCRAMS 
AFTER 9TH SEATTLE W’K 


Seattle, March 2. 


Three weeks for ‘Avenue’ at big- 
seater Music Hall is news. ‘When 
You’re in Love,’ at the Liberty, got 
$11,000 in first week and held over. 
‘One in Million’ goes out after this 
week, its ninth. 

Spring weather and no_ labor 
troubles are helping the local take. 
Town still strong for duals, although 
two singletons step out in front at 
Liberty and Music Box for most 
sensational runs. 


Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900: 27-37-42) — ‘God’s Country’ 
(WB) and ‘Dangerous Number’ 
(GN), dual. Expected big $4,500. 








Grace Moore Nice $11,500, but Slipp 





okay. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27- 
37)—‘Beware of Ladies’ (Rep) and 
vaude. Combo drawing good $4,400. 
Last week, ‘Fugitive in Sky’ (WB) 
and vaude, $4,000, fair. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106: 27-37-42)—‘Salem’ (Par) and 
‘Off to Races’ (20th), dual. Paced 
at $5,600, good. Last week, ‘Wings 
of Morning’ (20th) and ‘Great 
O'Malley’ (WB), dual, poor $3,600. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Goldiggers’ (WB) and ‘Jungle Prin- 
| cess’ (Par), dual. Anticipate $2,500, 
okay. Last week, ‘Theodora’ (Col) 
and ‘Man I Married’ (U), dual, $2,500, 
good, 


Salem, $17,500, 
Blonde -Waring, 
206, Cleve. Tops 


Cleveland, March 3. 











Last week, ‘Lloyds’ (20th) and ‘We're | 
on Jury’ (RKO), dual, 3rd_ week, | 
$3,200, good. | 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Banjo’ (20th) and 
‘Love on Run’ (MG), dual. Headed 
for swell $4,700. Last week, ‘Born to 
Dance’ (MG) and ‘Our Relations’ 
(MG), dual, good $3,400. 


Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—‘Hop Along Cassidy’ (Par) and ‘Rio 
Grande Romance’ (Ind), dual, split 
with ‘Condemned’ (UA) and ‘Love 
and Kisses’ (GN), dual. Anticipate 
good $2,400. Last week, ‘Border Pa- 
trolman’ (20th) and ‘Reckless Roads’ 
(Rep), dual, split with ‘Blackmailer’ 
(Col) and ‘Falling in Love’ (Prin), 
dual, $2,300, good. 





Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green ) (2,400; 27-37-42)—‘Green | 
Light’ (FN) and ‘Clarence’ (Par), | 
dual. Looks to land only 50-00 | 
$7.800. Last week, ‘God’s Country 
(WB) and ‘Dangerous Number’ 


(MG), dual, $9,200, big. 


Liberty (JvH). (1,900; 27-37-42)— 
*You’re in Love’ (Col) (2nd week). 
Second week for Grace Moore pic 
holding up; $6,000 will be big. Last 
week same film, $11,000. mag- 
nificent. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 27-37-42)—‘One in Million’ 
(20th) (9th week). Sonja Henie a 
sustained b.o. wallop; $2,500 will be | 
okay, but not enough to hold for | 
10th week. Last week, same film, 
$3,600, great. 

Music Hall (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,300; 27-37-42 )—‘Avenue’ (20th) (3d 
wk). Indicated $3,000, fair. Last 
week, same film, $4,600, moderate. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,700; 27-37)—‘When’s Your Birth- 
day’ (RKO) and ‘Mysterious Cruise’ 
(U), dual, and vaude. Running 10 
days on account new Thursday 
change date; $6,800 will be fair. Last 
week, ‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO) and 





‘Wild Brian Kent’ (20th), dual, $5,700, 








Pitt.'s H.0.'s Have B.O., But ‘Salem 
Only Fair $13,500; “Ave.” 3d, $7,400 iii2irse siesta 





Pittsburgh, March 2. 

It would take a microscope to dis- 
cover any Lenten effects around 
here. Biz generally is way over 
same period last vear. 

Holdovers are showing the way, 
with ‘On the Avenue’ holding up in 
great fashion in third week at Ful- 
ton, and ‘Green Light,’ moved to 
Warner after sock week at Stanley, 
pulmotoring the Fifth avenue site 
with socko trade. 

Penn is just getting by with ‘Maid 
of Salem,’ Lloyd-Par flicker hardly 
being a smash. ‘Great O’Malley,’ 
with some luck, may approximate an 
even break at Stanley, but weak dual 
of ‘Man of Affairs’ and ‘Holy Ter- 
ror’ is shrouding the Alvin in dol- 
drums. 


E.timates for This Week 
Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) and ‘Holy Ter- 


ror’ (20th). House simply marking 
time until ‘When You're in Love’ 
(Col) comes in Thursday (4) for 


what management hopes will be a 
run. Current dual isn’t going any- 
where and being pulled after six 
days and brutal $5,500. Last week. 
second of ‘Lloyds’ (20th), around 
$6,500, or about half what the first 
stanza produced. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-46) 
—Avenue’ (20th). Third week verv 
strong and may even better second 
slightly with $7.400 in sight. That's 





fourth-week insurance and there are 


hopes here that this one will stick 
through remainder of Lent. Last 
week, second, right smart at $7,300. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Maid of Salem’ (Par). Mixed 
notices for this one, but marquee 
combo of Colbert and McMurray 
isn’t without: its points and helping 
pull house into the black. Not by a 
very wide margin, but $13,500 isn’t 
so bad. Last week ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 
(MG) frittered away excellent start 
and wound up with $15,500, profit- 
able but not up to what a collection 
of such names should mean. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Great O’Malley’ (WB). Sort of a 
flicker that with a stage show might 
do all right for itself. On its own, 
however, it’s something else again. 
Out and out tear-jerker limited in 
draw and will be lucky to touch 
$10,000, n. g. Last week, ‘Green 
Light’ (WB), a_ socko, bettering 
$18,000 for theatre’s best straight- 
pic gross since ‘Swing Time.’ 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Green Light’ (WB). Boys didn’t 


ute to move this one here from Stan- 
ley and now are they happy; $8.500 
week will be great and pic is almost 
a cinch to hang around another ses- 
sion, first time that’s happened here 
since ‘Mutiny on Bounty.’ Last week. 





serous Number’ 


(MG), eight 
t bad at $6,000. 


days. 


|(U) and ‘Great Guy’ 
| were honies, $3,300 for six days. 


make up their minds until last min- | 


‘Plouth and Stars’ (RKO) and ‘Dan- | 


Now it’s the income tax deadline 
that’s menacing local grosses. Com- 
ing on top of unexpected blizzard, 
which kept motorists home, the rush 
for the income bureau instead of the 
b. o.’s is being felt in all quarters. 
Second week of Grotto indoor circus 
at Civic Auditorium also is a rec- 
ord-breaker, which is another reason 
for low-figured matinee trade. 

Week’s best bet is Waring’s Penn- 
sylvenians, running up  Palace’s 
‘Smet Blonde,’ seconded by ‘Maid of 
Salem’ at State. 


Estimates for This Week 
Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200: 


20-30-35) —‘Dangerous Number’ 
(MG), and ‘Woman Alone’ (GB), 
dual. Split-week policy revived for 


this current combo, but just a fair 
$1,400 for four days. For three days 
‘Theodora’ (Col) and ‘Pennies from 
Heaven’ (Par) had stronger pick-up. 
$1.600. Last week, ‘Mighty Treve’ 
(GN) (dual) 


| Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40)—‘Green 
| Light’ (WB) (2d week). House had 
| first-runner ‘Plough and Stars’ pen- 
| ciled in until last minute, and shift- 
ing of ‘Light’ from. Hipp for a h. o. 
| was a baffler. Not so hot initial 
stanza, probably $5,500 here, a shade 
above average. Last week ‘On the 
Avenue’ (20th) copped $6,500, fine. 


Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) (2d run). 
Dated for seven days, contrary to 
usual dualers in this spot, going to a 
very worthwhile $4,000. Last week, 
‘Tundra’ (Sel) and ‘Mind Own Busi- 
ness’ (Par), $2,000, ordinary. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-40)— 
‘When’You’re in Love’ (Col). Grace 
Moore musical drew afternoon biz 
better than evenings; looks like 
$16,500, several notches below what 
it would get in more favorable 
weeks. Last week, ‘Green Lights’ 
(WB) also skidded unexplainably af- 
ter quick start: $15,500. 


Palace (RKO) (3.200: 30-60)— 
‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) with Fred 
Waring and Pennsylvanians. on 


stage. Pics no asset’ in this” case. 


does. Swell notices, best crowds of 
all, resulting in about $20.000. 
in Love’ (GB) 








sidering cost of star and ‘Park Ave- 
nue Revue’ unit. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450; 35-40-55)— 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par). Historical 
films hard to sell in these pastures, 
no matter how well done or bally- 
hooed. Marquee: value of MacMur- 
‘Yay and Colbert names will pull it 
through for $17,500, not exciting but 
satisfactory. ‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ 
(MG) was overestimated weather 
and competish conspiring to keep it 
down to $19.500, still sweet. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872: 25-35)— 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (2d week). 
Transferred from State for holdover 
with no regrets. Three-star team go- 
ing to town, yanking in a plenty 
good $7,500. Last week, ‘Doctor’s 
Diary’ (Par) got adequate $5,500 
through plugs on newcomer, John 
Trent, well known, here. 


GRACE MOORE NICE 
$5,900 IN OMAHA 


Omaha, March 2. 

Situation somewhat reversed from 
that of previous weeks as Brandeis 
/comes to fore with the new Grace 
| Moore opus. Won't edge the figures 
| at other houses as limited by capac- 
| ity, but considerable improvement on 
its own over past few stanzas, Omaha 
and Orph in for better than average 
weeks, but not the amounts touched 
on last few bills. 

Weather giving theatres bit of a 

















Ork. has to do all the work, and it, 


San Francisco, March 2, 
‘Good Earth’ opened at St. Francis 
last Thursday for an indefinite run 


on road-show basis. From the heavy 
advance sale of reserve seats, the 
take should be very healthy and 
augurs well for a nice run. 

Grace Moore’s new pic at the Or- 
pheum, ‘When You're in Love,’ will 
bring in less than the first week of 
previous vehicles with the Met opera 
star. Fox will have a better than 
average week with ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 
and ‘Man of People.’ Miriam Hop- 
kins’ English picture, ‘Men Are Not 
Gods,’ will be pulled from United 
Artists after one poor week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1.812. 30- 
35-40 )—‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and ‘Cap- 
tain Calamity’ (GN). Another quiet 
week at $3,500. The McLaglen salter 
is a moveover from the Golden Gate, 
where it did nice biz. Last week 
‘Night Waitress’ (RKO) and ‘Ac- 
cused’ (UA) $2,000, less the $200 
nabbed by a stick-up guy. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and ‘Man of 
People’ (MG), dual. Expect good 
$18,000 on this combo, which offers 
some pretty good marquee names. 
Last week ‘Green Light’ (WB) and 
‘Woman Wise’ (20th) proved a great 
so ending with $21,000 in the 
ill. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO) and stage 


revue. Pretty slim film fare for 55c 
tax at night, but there’s a certain 
crowd here that must have their 


vaudeville and they are paying for it. 
Lack of names will keep figure down 
to about $16,000, fair. Last week 
‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and vaudeville. 
George Washington’s birthday and 
the fleet helped to sizable $20.500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440: 30-35-40) 
—You’re in Love’ (Col) and ‘Breez- 
ing Home’ (U). Not as good as 
Grace Moore’s prior pix at b.o. Ex- 
pect around $11,500, nice. Grace 
Moore’s personal appearance here 
with the San Francisco Symphony 
last week was cancelled the last min- 
ute because of illness of the star. 
As a result, Orpheum caught plenty 
of carriage trade who nixed the sub- 
stitute soloists offered by the sym- 
phony. Last week ‘Devil’s Play- 
ground’ (Col) and ‘She’s Dangerous’ 
(U), did average $8,200. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 30-35- 
40)—‘Green Light’ (WB) and ‘Wo- 
man Wise’ (20th). For the first time 
in its history, Paramount is playing a 
move-over from the Fox. House had 
already announced intention of hold- 
ing ‘Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Paradise Ex- 
press’ (Rep) for a third week when 
Fox had a sudden spurt of biz with 
‘Green Light.’ Figuring that the Para- 
mount could do better with a second 
week of the Warner Bros. picture than 
a third of the Irving Berlin musical, 
and no other house being available, 
Fox-West Coast did some last-minute 
juggling and moved ‘Green Light’ 
down to the Paramount. Expect nice 
$12,000. Last week ‘Avenue’ (20th) 
and ‘Paradise Express’ (Rep), swell, 
$10,000. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1.470; 50-75- 
$1.00-$1.50) — ‘Good Earth’ (MG). 
First few days sell-outs. Last week, 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and ‘Holy 
Terror’ (20th) (2d wk), disappoint- 
ing at $5,500. 

United Artists (UA-Cohen) (1,200; 
25-40 )—‘Men Not Gods’ (UA). Locals 
no-like these English pictures; will 
have to be satisfied with poor $6.Q00. 
Last week, ‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) 
(2d wk), very weak at $5.500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680: 35-40)— 
‘John Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and 
‘Clarence’ (Par). No draw: expect 
an off week at around $11.000. Last 
week, ‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) and 
‘Cover of Night’ (GB), decidedly 
poor $10,000. 





break by way of contrast. Attention 
of the industry for the time being 
drawn by focus of state’s attorney on 
the bank night biz. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1.250: 25- 
35-40)—‘When You're in Love’ (Col) 
and ‘Woman in Distress’ (Col), 
double. Setting the Moore film here 
is a considerable uppage in class of 
films of recent run, and gross re- 
sponding accordingly, very satisfac- 
tory at $5,500. Last week ‘Sea Dev- 
ils’ (RKO) and ‘Woman of Glamour’ 
(Col) dualed so-so at $4,000. 


Omaha (Blank) (2,100: 25-40)— 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and ‘Woman 
Wise’ (20th), double. Titular draw 
to the fems, okay but not exception- 
al, with emphasis focused on the 
Colbert-MacMurray film. $7.100. Last 
week ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and ‘Jail 
Break’ (WB) dualed, good at $8,200. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2.976: 25-40)— 
‘Great O’Malley’ (WB) and ‘Mama 
Steps Out’ (MG), twin bill. Okay 
at $8,900. Last week was tops for 
program of straight films. ‘On the 
Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Man of People 





(MG), dual, dragged them in to 
near $11,000. Best picture bill her: 
in months, and most credit, of cours 
to the musical. 


= 
In Frisco; ‘Cheyney’ Dual Good $20,000 
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TWO NEW HITS 
OPEN IN 
LONDON 


London, March 2. 

‘Retreat from Folly’ opened at the 
Queen’s theatre, Feb, 24, starring 
Marle Tempest. Written by Amy 
Kennedy Gould and Eileen Russell, 
shows Miss Tempest in the conven- 
tional role she has been identified 
with of recent years, and was nicely 
received by the first-nighters. Miss 
Tempest is supported by Antoinette 
Cellier, Paul Leyssaec and W. Gra- 
ham Browne, who also staged the 
play. 

‘George and Margaret’ was seen at 
Wyndham’s Feb. 25. Originally pro- 
duced on a Sunday evening by the 
Repertory Players, show has been 
brought in here with practically the 
same cast and was splendidly re- 
ceived at its operiing. Gerald Savery 
wrote the comedy and the cast is 
headed by Noel Howett and Joyce 
Barbour. 


MANY COLORED ACTS 
IN RIVIERA NITERIES 


Cannes, Feb, 19. 
Gotored importations, mostly from 
Paris’s Little Harlem, are the vogue 
im Cannes niteries this season, 


Valaida of ‘Blackbirds’ and the 
Cotton Club, opened at George Ca- 
valii’'s Dolphin Club to a houseful of 
titled folks, with the help of Bert 
Marshall, singer, and Al Roman’s or- 
chestra. 


Cavalli, to do things up right, 
threw a cocktail party before the 
opening for the press boys. 

Next night the rival Club O’Rio 
brought out .Adelaide Hall, also a 
‘Blackbirds’ singer, and an all-black 
orchestra, to replace Bobby Martin 
and Thelma, who went over to the 
Knickerbocker Club in Monte Cario 
for two weeks. 


O’Rio also got Harvey White, mel- 
ody specialists, who left Cavalli for 
a turn at Christy's Club in Nice but 
quit there in a hurry after two 
nights because of money troubles. 

Kit Kat club tried a sketch labeled 
‘Naked Woman's Land,’ a troupe of 
Paris nudies, which didn’t succeed 
in arousing much interest. La Bastide 
slides its doors open next week, 











Wm. Fountain, Theatre 
Architect, Air Victim 


Sydney, March 2. 

Burned wreckage of the Brisbane- 
Sydney airliner which disappeared 
Feb, 19 with William Fountain, New 
York theatre architect, four other 
passengers and two pilots, was 
located in the mountains 60 miles 
south of Brisbane Saturday (27) 
after an intensive eight-day search, 
hampered by weather conditions of 
cyclonic proportions. 

Fountain had been killed instantly 
along with one other passenger and 
the two pilots. Of the three who 
Survived, one was killed later by 
falling over a cliff in the darkness, 
while trying to get help, and the 
other two were found sitting beside 
the wreckage. 

In Australia to design a new thea- 
tre for Metro in Brisbane, Mr. 
Fountain had formerly been con- 
nected with the firm of Thomas W. 
Lamb, New York architects. He is 





survived by his wife and two chil-| 


dren, who 
New York. 


accompanied him from 


Shochiku Merging 


Tokyo, Feb. 9. 

Theatrical and film interests of 
Shochiku, which have in the past 
been operated from separate com- 
Panies, will shortly be merged into 
One outfit. Decision was reached 
yesterday (8) to submit the propo- 
Sition to the stockholders’ 
Skedded for late this month. 


Probable lineup of officers will be: | 


Takejiro Otani, pres.; Shintaro 
Shirai, vice-pres.: Shiro Kido, Isa- 
buro Inoue, Tadasuke Machida, 
Shigemasa Inoue. Ryozo Mishima 


and Hiroshi Otani, directors. 


| preparation for the conversion 


SO. AFRICAN PIX OKAY 


Mestly Yank Product—Garden’ H.O. 
In Johannesburg 








Capetown, Feb. 5. 

Holdover of ‘Garden of Allah’ 
(UA) at the Metro theatre, Johan- 
nesburg, forced late showing at the 
Plaza theatre, Capetown. Date was 
advanced to Feb. 15, Other current 
films are also doing well, with Yank 
product still way 


out front in 
number. 
Locally, four of the six -urrent 
pix are American, ‘Message to 


Garcia’ (20th), Alhambra (ACT) to 
be followed by ‘Accent on Youth’ 
(Par); ‘Love on the Run’ (MGM) at 
Plaza (U) to be followed by ‘Remb- 
randt’ (UA); ‘Ourselves Alone’ 
(BIP) at Grand (ACT); ‘Devil Doll’ 
(MG) at Royal (U); ‘Anne of Green 
Gables’ (RKO) at Elstree (ACT) 
and ‘Blossom Time’ (BIP) at Ritz 
Lido-Cafe (Inde). 


Allah’ (UA), Metro (MGM); ‘Under 
Two Flags’ (20th), Colosseum (ACT); 
‘Crime and Punishment’ (Col), Pal- 
ladium (ACT); ‘All In’ (GB), Plaza 
(ACT); ‘Littlest Rebel’ (20th), 
Standard (ACT) and ‘Gorgeous 
Hussy’ (MG), Bijou (U). ‘Give Us 
This Night’ (Par) follows the Brit- 
isher at the Plaza. 

Durban’s lineup is entirely Ameri- 
can, with ‘Last Outpost’ (Par), Play- 
house (ACT); ‘Singing Kid’ (WB), 
Criterion (ACT); ‘Merry Widow’ 
(MG), Kirg’s (U); ‘Libeled Lady’ 
(MG), Prince’s (U), and ‘Farmer 
Takes A Wife’ (20th) at Cameo 
(Inde). 


4 MORE ENG. 
VAUDE HOUSES 








In Johannesburg are ‘Garden of | 


So. African Cinema 


Capetown, Feb. 5. 
African Consolidated Theatres 
(Schlesinger) is converting the Al- 
,hambra cinema into a_ playhouse 
| with the construction of stages and 
revolving platforms. It will replace 
the Opera House, now being de- 
molished. 
Operators were refused permission 
| to open with a panto ‘Cinderella’ be- 
cause of lack of a fire curtain. 
; Wanted to operate minus the pro- 
| tection from Feb. 24 to March 1, 
| when the curtain would be installed. 
Fire chief opposed this strongly. 
Workmen are laboring night and 
day to get the curtain up within the 
time specified for the opening. 
‘Cinderella’ put in a short stay at 
the Theatre Royal, Durban, from 
| Feb. 11 till opening at the Capetown 
| house. 








BRIT. MUSEUM 
GETS U.S. PIX 


London, Feb. 21, 
Ten outstanding pictures of 1936-7 
| have been presented to the National 
| Film Library for preservation as 
representing current production 
standards. It is a 60-40 split between 
American and British films. 

American pictures donated are: 
‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town’ (Col), ‘It 
Happened One Night’ (Col), ‘One 
Night of Love’ (Col), ‘Green Pas- 
tures’ (WB), ‘Story of Louis Pas- 
teur’ (WB), and ‘My Man Godfrey’ 
(U). 

British contributions: ‘Man Who 
Could Work Miracles’ (Korda), 
‘Rembrandt’ (Korda), ‘Song of Free- 
dom’ (Lion), and ‘Queen of Hearts’ 











London, Feb. 21. 

Union Cinemas is swinging four | 
of its major houses in the sticks over 
to straight vaude, Theatres are all 
in the Manchester district, and have 
been operating on mixed programs | 
of films and flesh, but the company | 
declares localities dislike half-and- | 
half. 


Difficulty of getting product 
worthy of the theatres’ standing 
partly forced the existing system, 


though Fred Bernhard adopts stage 
shows wherever possible. 


NEW TOKYO THEATRE 
OF 5,000 CAPACITY 


Tokyo, Feb. 9. 
Kokusai Gekijo (International 
theatre), now under construction in 
the Asakusa amusement quarter, 
will be completed by the end of 
March and will be opened April 1. 
Building will stand Shochiku, when 





stage of 120 feet will accommodate 
Shochiku’s revues, which have suf- 
fered because of lack of accommo- 
dations at the Shinjuku Kabukiza. 

To meet competish of Takara- 
zuka’s Nippon Gekijo, the new house 
is scaled throughout at lic. Seating 
capacity is 5,000. 


Making Sure 


London, Feb. 21. 
While practically all details 





of 
of 
the Winter Garden theatre into an 
eatery are completed, definite de- 
cision to carry the scheme through | 


will not be made until all local 
licenses are granted. 
Directors of the Winter Garden 


say they won't proceed until they 
are certain there wili be no objec- 
tions from the County Council and 
other licensing authorities. 


‘Greeks’ Follows ‘Hour’ 
Melbourne, Feb. 9. 





meeting | 





Brett Randall, in conjunction with 
Fullers, will bring in ‘The Greeks 
| Had a Word For It’ after the run of 
|‘The Children’s Hour’ concludes at 
the Prinezss. Makes Randall’s the 
third lezit show, after starting off 
with ‘Full House.’ 

Grant Mitchell will begin a season 
shortly in Fuller’s Apollo’ with 
| vaude-revue in opposition to Frank 
| Neil. Mitchell made out oke in Bris- 
| bane, and is now switching to new 
territory. 


CHEFALO AT THE HAGUE 


The Hague, Feb. 12. 
Big attraction at the Seala theatre, 


! 


here this week, now that vaudeville 
is again established there is Chefalo, 
| illusionist. 

Gives a full hour's performance. | 


Company consists of 14. 


| | Suppress Agents 


completed, about $54,000. Revolving | 


(ATP). 











(Continued from page 3) 


when it comes to the old nose for 
news. 

Gals are well up in the first 10, 
and among the tops, boys and girls, 
local chatterers and _ syndicated 
|prima donnas alike, is Elizabeth 
Yeaman, a looker on the obscure 
Hollywood Citizen-News. Topping 
Miss Yeaman in. looks, but a lap be- 
hind her on leg work, is that former 
Charles B. Cochran tap - dancer, 


Joining Legit Field 





‘Aussie Decision Not to Prosecute 


Quota Offenders Seen as Death 
Of Indie Producers Down Under 





U. S. INDIES VICTORS 


Get Court Order to Sidetrack Dis- 
tribution on Hagen Collapse 


London, Feb. 21. 





Action by Chesterfield and In- 
{vineible to sidetracn a deal for! 
| Pathe to handle its pitures con- 


further in the Courts this week, 
when Judge Crossman authorized 
the receiver for the latter company 
to appoint Gaumont-British to dis- 
tribute its product in the U. K. 

G-B will draw 15% on current con- 
tracts and 30% on future contracts. 

For Twickenham it was claimed 
the deal with Pathe will be of bet- 
ter advantage to the creditors, but 
the two American concerns argued 
that G-B distribution would be of 
greater benefit to them, 


JAPS TO SEE 
MODERN TIMES 


Tokyo, Feb. 6, 

Chaplin’s ‘Modern Times’ (UA) is 
to be released in Japan in the 
spring. In the past Chaplin’s pix 
| have taken from two to three years 
to reach the screens of Japan be- 
cause of high percentages and large 
guarantees demanded. This time the 
Japanese figured out a way to out- 
smart the distribs., 





two chains bidding against each 
other for such subjects, they went 
| into a huddle and decided to pool 
their interests. Result is that ‘Mod- 
;}ern Times’ will play day and date 
in both the Shochiku and the Toho 
chains at greatly reduced percent- 
| ages and a much smaller guarantee 
| than heretofore. U. A’s asking 
guarantee was reported to have been 
$3,000 against 60%, which was 
shaved down to a reported 50%. 
Evidently it was a case of take it or 
leave it. 


j 
| 


Sheilah Graham, whose NANA string | 


goes to 40 papers here and four 
| abroad, whereas Miss Yeaman’s col- 
umn is confined to Hollywood. 
Louella Parsons, whose column 
| everybody wants to make, is amply 
| supported by scribbling stooges. 
According to city hall politicians, 
the Citizen-News, Miss Yeaman’s 
sheet, isn’t even rated as a metro- 
politan daily, but, according to stu- 
dio appraisers, it makes some rivals 
looks like throwaways in the Three- 
I league when it comes to film news. 
Tests used by post-graduate re- 
porters now bossing studio press bu- 
reaus to distinguish a good reporter 
from the run-of-the-mill chatterers 
is in knowing what he wants, the 
initiative to get it, and, finally, suc- 





cess of reporter in planting his own | 


leads. 

On the demerit side is the tend- 
ency of all too many secribbers to 
coast along on their luck, indulge in 
small-time moochings and borrow- 
ings with never any intention of pay- 
ing back, and a yen for parties far 
above their b.r. and station in life. 

Also on the demerit side is the 
number of worthless seripts scribes 
have sold studios during the year, 
and for how much. Any by-liner 
who has nicked a studio for $7,500 
for a story that never was and never 
will be produced naturally loses a 
lot of credits gained by honest re- 
porting. If he throws 10% to some- 
body inside the studio as a kickback 
for selling the story, that may wipe 
out a whole year’s credits for good 
newspaper work. 

Using a star’s home, lawn and 
swimming pool as a weekend coun- 
try club gives the scribe plenty of 
demerits in the subtle system em- 
nloyed by the p.a.’s. So, too, does 
the practice of making catty cracks 
in print at a star or producer merely 
because he or she didn’t invite the 
| scribber in question to his or 
exclusive party for 200 diners. 

But in the main copy-manufac- 


her 





‘HAIK MADE 1ST AIDE 
TO 20TH'S HUTCHINSON 


C. V. Haik, formerly in charge of 
Japan for 20th-Fox, has been named 
assistant foreign manager of the 
company, next in line to Walter 
Hutchinson, chief. Irving Maas, as- 
sistant to Clayton Sheehan when the 
latter was in charge of the com- 
pany’s foreign biz, remains an exec 
lof the foreign department in the 
| h.o. 

Frank Harle, company’s rep in 
England, sails back today (Wednes- 
day) after a month's visit with h.o. 
| execs, 





June Knight’s New Show 


| 


| London, Feb. 17. 
June Knight will make her second 


| stage appearance here in a musical | 
staged by Paul Murray and Robert | Spell’ 


| Nesbitt, new producing partnership. 


Show will be tried out in Man- 
|chester before coming to the West 
| End. Also in the cast will be Marie 
| Lohr, who makes her first musical 


Heslop. 


| 

‘Mary’ in Dutch 

The Hague, Feb. 19. 

Big event of the week here was 

the simultaneous premiere at the 

{Tuschinsky, Amsterdam, and the 
Metropole Palace, The Hague, of 

|‘Mary of Scotland’ (Radio). 

| Premiere got special splash 

| both cities. 


| Capetown Dancer to London 
Capetown, Feb. 5. 

| Elaine Murray, local dancer, signed 
by Jimmy Hunter for ‘London Fol- 


vr 


tracted to Twickenham went a stage | 


Discarding the old method of the | 


| appearance in the show, and Charles | 


in | 





Sydney, Feb. 9. 

Decision of the New South Wales’ 
State Cabinet not to force foreign 
distributors to enter the production 
field on quota pix will give a great 
setback to the local producing in- 
dustry. Decision came as a big sur- 
| prise, more so to the distribs, who 
believed that the government would 
take some drastic action to overcome 
the apparent failure of the quota in 
this State. 

For months past inside chatter in- 
timated that the foreign distribs who 
failed to meet their quota obliga- 
tions would be severely dealt with, 
and that the government intended 
revising the Act to make the foreign 
| interests fall in with local producers 
in backing home-made pix. When 
the Cabinet went into session it was 
agreed all around that strong meas- 
|ures were mooted covering the 
quota tangle. Result of the Cabinct 
meeting created a great upset, espe- 
cially in the ranks of those units 
which were contemplating breaking 
into the production game this year. 

Cabinet's decision will probab!y 
mean the death of several minor 
j}units. Financial interests will not 
be prepared to slip in coin for pic- 
making, without the assurance that 
the government intended carrying 
out the Act. 

Quota for 1937 requires about 32 
pix. Right now Cinesound is the 
only unit producing pix and the 
total required for this year cannot 
possibly be reached, even were other 
units to come into the field at once. 
As additional finance is not being 
offered to other units, it looks as 
though 1937 will see another low ebb 





in the local industry. 
Foreign distribs have been willing 
all along to handle whatever quota 


pix were around, but state that there 
is nothing in the Act to force them 
into production. And for over a 
year they've stuck to this policy. 
After a long discussion, Cabinet de- 
cided that this,is so. Word ‘Acquire’ 
has been the trouble all along, 
Chief Secretary Chaffey admitted 


that the question of legislation to 
settle once and for all the real 
meaning of the word might be 


brought up again when it was dis- 
covered how the quota works out 
this year. 

From inside sources, it is learned 
that the government knows its quota 
is a failure, and that moves are al- 
ready underway for the scrapping of 
the Act and introduction of an Im- 
perial Quota through Federal chan- 
nels. British interests have been 
moving for an Imperial measure 
throughout Australia and it is 
strongly believed that the various 
States will combine to cover the 
protection of British pix here in the 
near future. 


Australian Biz Good 


Sydney, Feb. 9. 
Week here should be highly protit- 
able. 
Nice line-up of pix playing here 
including ‘Cain and Mabel’ 
‘Libelled Lady’ (MG), 





(WB), 
‘Champogne 


| Waltz’ (Par), ‘Ladies in Love’ (Fox), 


‘Three Men on Horse’ (WB), ‘Craig's 
Wife’ (Col), ‘Woman Rebels’ (RKO), 
‘Show Boat’ (U), ‘Under Your 
(Fox), ‘My American Wife’ 











| (Par), ‘Dodsworth’ (UA), ‘East Meets 


| West’ ‘GB) and ‘Chan at the Opera’ 
| (Fox). 

eunnbias 

| Melbourne, Feb. 9. 
Nothing wrong with biz here, and 
| Yankee pix are well to the fore. List 
| shows ‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par), ‘His 


Brother’s Wife’ (MG), ‘Old Hutch’ 
(MG), ‘Poor Little Rich Girl’ (Fox), 
| ‘Girls’ Dormitory’ (Fox) and ‘Gay 


Desperado’ (UA). 





Asprey Passing Through 
| N.Y. En Route to Aussie 


Ken Asprey, director of Greater 
Union Theatres, Sydney, Australia, 
is due in New York Monday (8) en 
route back to his home from London, 

Asprey has been in London for 
about a month tying up financial 
| support for his chain when it breaks 


turers have rated their co-workers lies,’ opening at Brighton, England, | away from Hoyt’s and General The- 


on the dailies and wire services on 
| their ability to see a story and print 
lit, reserving top honors 
who dig for the news, rain or shine, 
parties or no parties. 


July 16 for the summer season, 

| Engagement is a tryout for the 
bid from Sir 
clicks, 


Oswald Stoll if she 


atres in Australia at the end of 1937. 
He will stop in New York only a 


for those | local dancer, who will get a London | day of two, going right on to Van- 
couver, from which port he sails a 
week later for Sydney. 
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Fifty million Frenchwomen 
can’t be wrong! 





oo 


He turned his throne into a love seat 
—so he ain’t gonna reign no more! 











Every girl has her day — 
she had her knight! 








“OF 


HE WROTE IT! 


Story by Groucho Marx 
and Norman Krasna 


| especially his etchi gsi 
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The King can do no wrong! But look : 
out for Ex-King Alfred! ' 





The King’s in love! ‘§ 
Long love the King! 
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© zrring for the First Time In America _ Home was never like this—unless 
The. 16 Of the: Continent | you lived with His Royal Highness! —_ 

And Their Royal Hi-De-Highnesses 


JOAN BLONDELL*EDW. EVERETT HORTON | 

and Alan Mowbray e Mary Nash e Jane Wyman i re i sa 
Kenny Bakere Luis Alberni e Shaw and Lee eg [ 

Songs by Werner R. Heymann and Ted Koehler 


“CERTAIN FOR BOX-OFFICE CHAMPIONSHIP’’*--EASTER WEEK FROM 


W A K \ ) R b R N. And wasn’t that a dainty dish 


— Fo to set before the King? 
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THE WOMAN ALONE 


Gaumont-British production and release. 
Stars Sylvia Sidney, Oscar Homolka;: fea- 
tures John Loder, Desmond Tester. Adapted 
from novel, ‘The Secret Agent,’ by Joseph 
Conrad; -sereen play, Charles’ Bennett; 
dialog, Ian Hay. Helen Simpson, E. V. H. 


Emmett; camera, Bernard Knowles. At 
Roxy, N. Y., week Feb, 26, '37. Running 
time, 75 mins. 
Sylvia Verloc....¢........+.-Sylvia Sidney 
WWNEOG oc caehesinndssetecetees Oscar Homolka 
WG. iss en ellngs 449604040 600006405 John Loder 
WOUUIO. s k:65iatacensc$ee nurs Desmond Tester 
TEOOD <5 shade Cheecacese ews axe Joyee Barbour 
Supt. Talbot..............Matthew Boulton 
Hollingshead.............S. J. Warmington 
The Proteseer: ss iaccis.s William Dewhurst 





Joseph Conrad’s novel on _ the 
activities of a secret agent has been 
made into a fairly gripping story by 
Director Alfred Hitchcock. Actually 
it is an intimate character study of 
a thick-skulled, brutal criminal. This 
is a weakness, because average 
American audiences expect Scotland 


Yard sleuthing to develop. When it 
doesn’t, the film disappoints. 

Picture does not spell more than 
average box-office returns, and most 
of this will have to come from the 
doubles. Sylvia Sidney is the only 
name that mieans anything in the 
U.S., while Oscar Homolka, who 
gives the top performance, is un- 
known to American’ customers. 
Other detriments are slow pace, lack 
of humor and infinite attention to 
detail. 

Picture will not add to Miss Sid- 
ney’s laurels. She has only one 
really gripping scene, and merely 
walks through the majority of the 
episodes. Photographer never fiat- 
ters her, and the costume department 
apparently dished her whatever was 
handy. In addition, the sole oppor- 
tunity, via the romance with the 
youthful detective, is so haphazardly 
developed that it proves incidental 
to the central theme. 

Sabotage by foreign agents oper- 
ating in England provides the back- 
ground for the visual study of the 
dim-witted criminal. Author has 
taken a cowardly American gangster 
type for his research, portraying his 
reactions under different existing 
circumstances. First, when he is 
forced to participate in a bomb plot, 
then when he shoves responsibility 
off on his wife’s small brother, and 
his feelings when he realizes the 
youth has lost his life carrying out 
this mission. There is a climaxial 
close-up of his brutal nature as he, 
too late, realizes his wife’s intention 
of killing him. 

When interest focuses on him, the 
vehicle is gripping, largely due to 
Hitchcock’s directorial skill along 
these lines. But when the picture 
attempts to be flip, or diverges too 
far from this main character, it be- 
comes slovenly, with unwitty dialog, 
stodgey backgrounds and divergent 
themes. 

Director Hitchcoi. and camera- 
man Bernard Knowies have teamed 
well for the series of episodes lead- 
ing to the timed bomb blast. Both 
have done well in developing sus- 
pease, with the time element always 

ept to the fore. Yet the actual ex- 
plosion is only a flash on the screen, 
and a bad let-down. 

Oscar Homolka’s characterization 
of the slow-thinking, cowardly gang- 
ster is stand-out, as usual. John 
Loder makes a likeable Scotland 
Yard operative. Desmond Tester, as 
the typical youngster, is entirely too 
precise with his boyish dialog to fit 
this role. There are several good 
minor parts, particularly those taken 
by William Dewhurst and Matthew 
Boulton. Wear. 


MAN OF THE PEOPLE 


Metro release of Lucien Hubbard produc- 
tion. Features Joseph Calleia, Florence 
Rice, Thomas Mitchell, Ted Healy, Cath- 
arine Doucet. Directed by Edwin L. Marin. 
Original story and screen play by Frank 
Dolan; camera, Charles Clarke; editor, 
William §S. Gray; musical score, Edward 
Ward. At Rialto, N. Y., week Feb. 23, '37. 
Running time, 80 mins. 


SOM: TING 5 ois 6s 000ds seus of Joseph Calleia 
re PPP eT eer eee Florence Rice 
BREE o o.ad bal cebetebabeves Thomas Mitchell 
we ae GUO. 5 is ides ee sects cccsk Ted Healy 
, | ee rere Catharine Doucet 
Stringer..... se6seecb bet ensne ¥ Paul Stanton 
me | rere rete Jonathon Hale 
ern Robert Emmett Keane 
ae a ere Jane Barnes 
WOR MOM... ccccsesees William Rieciardi 
SE INNS Foi cbcteccciees Noel Madison 
PP ree Soledad Jiminez 
Edward Spetner............ Edward Nugent 
ANWR e's a.06 sce Si cedssricees Donald Briggs 





Patently primed for duals, and for 
such spotting can hold its own due 
to its mass appeal—especially in 
metropolitan centers. One hindrance 
is lack of marquee-meaty names. 

Of interest is fact that this pic 
ushers Joseph Calleia into ranks of 
film heroes. The Metro contractee 
has for last year-and-half been one 
of the most consistently working 
menaces of the droopy eve-lidded, 
olive-complexioned sort. That back- 
ground has hurt him in this instance 
of stepping on the side of law-and- 
order. Further impeded by fact he 
hasn’t the gleaming good looks to get 
across as the masculine love interest. 

Calleia is able actor enough to 
squeeze last drop of sympathy out 
of his role of poor lad of immigrant 
Italian parentage who, after getting 
a law degree. found himself stymied 
in making a living without playing 
with crooked political organization. 
Forced into joining side of the cor- 
rupt administrative setup, Moreno 
(Calleia) wormed up to post of as- 
sistant d. a. Then, when he tried to 
shake off bonds of crooked political 
allies, found himself so harnessed he 


had to turn on ’em and run inde- 
pendently for office. 

Florence Rice is becomingly at- 
tractive as the azure-veined heroine. 
Ted Healy is the proverbial tower- 
of-strength in. the comedy role; his 
entrances and lines in the standard, 
stock role he invariably plays do 
much to relieve tedium, especially 
when the film could have been at 
least 10 minutes less than its 80. 
Thomas Mitchell is good as crooked 
political power; ditto Catharine 
Doucet in a role that might have 
been brought more to fore for extra 
rounding out of yarn. Rest of sup- 
port o. k. in sprint-in, sprint-out 
parts. 

Production the usual careful Metro 
standard. Direction and camera in- 


vite no criticism. Bert. 
Universal production and release. Fea- 

tures Gloria Stuart, Sidney Blackmer and 
Walter Pidgeon. Directed by Sidney Sal- 


kow. Screen play by Tristram Tupper; 


camera, Ira Morgan. At Central, N. Y.. 
week Feb. 27, ’'37. Running time, 58 mins. 
Mary Chesbrooke.........«... Gloria Stuart 
Pats BUACOF. ccccccscceseces Walter Pidgeon 
nr Serr re Billy Burrud 
SOO GIO sac crcecococeces Hobart Cavanaugh 
EERSVOS « ca oc 00s cvcccess Gerald Oliver Smith 
BiG TOMGITS: -cviccccdiecs Sidney Blackmer 
Charlie JenKing. .ccsicccscceces Jack Smart 
TROT o.ddaeseet cdg eeseeusguses David Oliver 
MOOG SRAMSs 2 ois vic weeees Charlotte Winters 
Baw. Le Mmire. . ois vice deer dove Russell Hicks 
Sergeant Hatton..Robert Emmett O'Connor 
Captain Murphy........ Edward McNamara 





Only possible fate for this one is 
the nether position on a dual bill, 
and doesn’t look to hold up in even 
that assignment. It’s the time-worn 
yarn about the girl fugitive from in- 
justice, camping out from a chain 
of circumstantial evidence that 
would pin the murder of a lecher- 
ous, leering heavy on her. 

Gloria Stuart in the lead may 
mean a mite on the marquee in some 
quarters, but the general poor rating 
of film'‘will drag it down. Story 
gets pretty tedious and is obvious 
from the start. Dialog for the most 
part is downright juvenile, and some 
of it often gets derisive laughs. 
Briefly, Miss Stuart takes a powder 
from her mannequin job when the 
boss (Blackmer) gets amorous and 
annoys her. He pursues, and is 
stasbed to death by another woman 
whom, years before, he had ‘ruined. 
Murder happens on shipboard, in 
Miss Stuart’s cabin. Boat sails, 
there’s a fire few hours later and 
the murderess drowns. Miss Stuart 
is saved. i 

Walter Pidgeon as the d.a. is o.k. 
Hobart Cavanaugh, as the news- 
paperman, is swamped with very 
bad lines meant to be funny. Inci- 
dentally, this is his first pic for Uni- 
versal on new contract he has with 
company. Jack Smart, 245-lb. comic 
making screen debut, can’t be judged 
on so small a role; if one bent for- 
ward to sneeze, Small’s bit would 
be missed. Hefty lad hails from 
radio. 

The liner burning at sea is very 
well done. Unfortunately, rest of 
production doesn’t par that 86 

ert. 


PLEASE TEACHER 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 





London, Feb. 17. 
Wardour release of Associated British 
Picture production. Stars Bobby Howes. 
Directed by Stafford Dickens. Screen play, 
name by K. R. G. Brown, R. P. Weston, 
Stafford Dickens; from musical of same 


Bert Lee. Camera, Otto Kanturek. At 
Piccadilly, London, Feb. 16, ‘37. Running 
time, 75 mins. 

Tommy Deacon.....ccceseees Bobby Howes 
AnA TONE. cciccccccceseccecseces Rene Ray 
Clutterbuck.....+seceess eee. Wylie Watson 
Miss Pink......ccccce ecccee Bertha Belmore 
Miae Trundle. sscccccccccccoces Vera Pearce 
WE WOO ec cc cer cescessoseces Lyn Harding 





Practically the same cast is em- 
ployed in this screen version of 
‘Please Teacher’ as appeared at the 
London Hippodrome a couple of 
years ago. Difficult to see where 
any of them could have been re- 
placed to better advantage. Still it 
is mainly a local attraction, although 
it might make good as a second fea- 
ture in the U. S. 

There are plenty of laughs, and 
the story goes along easily. Few 
songs do not hold up the plot de- 
velopment, but one. feeis they are 
just in because they happened to be 
in the stage version. 

An impecunious man-about-town, 
while endeavoring to throw off the 
effects of an all-night binge at a 
Turkish bath, gets a letter from his 
deceased aunt delivered by her so- 
licitor on his 30th birthday. She 
reveals he will find something to his 
advantage hidden in the bust of 
Napoleon in the house she had be- 
queathed him. He frantically rushes 
to the country house, which he had 
sold to ease his finances, but finds 
it is now a girl’s school and he can- 
not gain admittance. From there on, 
trouble and complications. 

Lyn Harding plays an unctuous 
Oxford-educated Chinaman who is 
in the vicinity to recover a jewelled 
cup stolen from a Chinese temple by 
the real brother in India. More 
trouble. 

Buxom Vera Pearce is excellent as 
the athletic headmistress, and an at- 
tractive bevy of beauties do a pleas- 
ing gymnastic number. Rene Ray 
is charming as the heroine and 
Bobby ‘Howes amusing in the star 
role, which exactly suits his ingenu- 
ous personality. 








THE NEW EARTH 


(JAPANESE MADE) 
Tokyo, Feb. 5. 


Towa Shoji release of J. O. production. 
Directed by Dr. Arnold Fanck and Man- 
saku Itani Co-stars Isamu Kosugi, Setsuko 
Hara; features. Sesue Hayakawa, Ruth 
Eveler, Story by Dr. Fanck; camera, Rich- 
ard Angst; music, Kosaku Yamada. At Im- 
perial theatre, Tokyo, Feb. 4, ‘37. Running 
time, 120 mins. 





(In Japanese and English) 
If, as has been announced, ‘New 
Earth’ cost $215,000 to make most 
of it must have been squan- 
dered in raw film stock. At least 
that’s the impression gained after 
sitting through two hours of unwind- 
ing a not too bad story which could 
easily have been told in six reels. 
As Japan’s foremost bid for world 
film recognition, this opus is headed 
for anonymity unless sent back to 


the factory. Sessue Hayakawa, sub- 
featured here, alone means anything 
foz the U. S. marquees. Two native 
names are the technical co-stars. The 
titular similarity to ‘Good Earth’ is, 
of course, obvious. 

Even if it were possible to over- 
look the obvious lapses in direction, 
poor control of sound and stilted act- 
ing, it still wouldn’t jell as b.o. any- 
where outside of Japan. It may have 
a mild draught in Germany because 
of the Fanck, Eveler and Angst 
names, but it’s doubtful. It’s a sort 
of German-Japanese combo on pro- 
duction, with the coin dug up locally. 

Story, written by Dr. Fanck, isn’t a 

bad one, and when it emerges from 
its meanderings in search of scenic 
shots, depicts many of the old cus- 
toms of Japan to which the country 
still clings, in spite of having adopted 
quite a number of Western habits, 
both good and bad. Placing a for- 
eign woman in the yarn makes possi- 
ble many of the situations which un- 
fold the Japanese philosophy of life. 
Hayakawa delivers a very sympa- 
thetic performance as the foster 
father with the spirit of the old 
Samurai dominant in his characteri- 
zation. Miss Eveler obviously feels 
out of place in her surroundings, and 
Kosugi isn’t at all convincing. This 
may be partially due to the fact that 
he spends so much time puffing ciga- 
rettes that he hasn’t time to devote to 
his acting. 
First reel is devoted largely to 
shots which cover every inch of 
Japan which could be of possible in- 
terest to the tourist. For good meas- 
ure, closeups of plum blossoms and 
whatnot are included, none of which 
have any place in the story, which 
finally starts to unwind with the 
camera picking up the ship which is 
bringing Kosugi home and to his 
troubles. 

Kosugi, during his European trav- 
els, has forgotten the good old Japa- 
nese custom based on the family sys- 
tem, which calls for filial piety in all 
matters. He has fallen in love with 
Miss Eveler, a journalist and fellow 
passenger. Upon arriving in Japan, 
Kosugi is reminded by his foster 
father, Hayakawa, that he is expect- 
ed to marry Miss Hara and thus ful- 
fill his father’s desires in the matter. 
Faced with the problem of conform- 
ing to the old customs of Japan or 
renouncing them in favor of western 
ideas, Kosugi eventually decides to 
tread the beaten bath of his fore- 
fathers. Miss Eveler helps this by 
graciously withdrawing from the 
situation and the pic. 

In unraveling the yarn Dr. Fanck 
has introduced some superb scenic 
shots, particularly those of Mt. Fuji 
and of the sacred Torii at Miyajima. 
Most of the scenery he has included 
has no relation whatever to the story, 
and therefore would have better 
been made into a travelog. These 
shots, after the first three reels, be- 
come extremely tiring, and towards 
the end positively boring. Earthquake 
scene in the early stages of the pic 
could have been made very exciting, 
but was completely muffed through 
inadequate direction. 

Scenes depicting Japan’s modern 
development could have been cut 
two-thirds without impairing the 
story any. Most glaring lapse of di- 
rection is a scene at the volcano 
when Miss Hara decides to jump in. 
Camera is trained on her and, as she 
topples, seems to follow her in her 
plunge. Only’ nothing but blank 
crater wall registers. Although the 
victim had fallen quite a long dis- 
tance, there wasn’t the semblance of 
a scratch on her person, and her 
clething was in perfect order when 
picked up again. Volcano ledges in 
this country are well padded to in- 
sure a nice easy landing. Maybe. 

In addition to emphasizing the 
spirit which underlies Japan’s cul- 
tural life. particularly the family 
system, film gives the impres- 
sion that certain government depart- 
ments may have had a hand in the 
production, with the idea of slipning 
over a hunk of propaganda for both 
home and foreign consumption. Sev- 
eral spots in the story dwell upon 
the fact that Japan is very much 
overpopulated and develops the idea 
that Manchuokuo is a good place to 
go in for large-scale farming along 
western lines. 

In certain svots the characters 
speak in English and the diction is 
none too good. Sound, in the main. 
is passable, but tends to blast in 
close-ups. In other spots the mixer 
wasn’t on the job and gave too much 
volume to distantly approaching 
characters. 





With all its faults, ‘New Earth’ will 


do sock biz locally as Japan's biggest 
and greatest effort to break into the 
foreign pix mart. In America, Sessue 
Hayakawa’s name may help a bit, 
but he can’t overcome the bad fea- 


tures of the film. As a novelty it, 


may show some strength in the arty 
spots. : . Will, 


GENERAL SPANKY 


MetrorGoldwyn-Mayer release of Hal 
Roach production. Directed by Fred New- 
meyer and Gordon Douglas. ,Story and 
screen play’ by Richard Flournoy, Hal 
Yates, John Guedel. Musical score by Mar- 
vin Hatley; camera by Art~- Lloyd and 
Walter Lundin; camera effects by Roy 





Seawright. At Loew’s 42nd St., N. Y., 
Feb. 23, ’'37. Running time, 73 mins. 

SOGMKG sc vecccccesecees Spanky: McFarland 
Marshall Valient........+..+. Phillips Holmes 
Yankee General.....ecessees Ralph Morgan 
SIMMONS. 1c cccccevcssesssccess Irving Pichel 
COMCTIR < dc ctscccceuceceses Rosina Lawrence 
Buckwheat... cccccccscccccsss Billie Thomas 
RICOIER ci Povcscccsccccceetcews Carl Switzer 
‘olonel Blanchard........ Hobart Bosworth 
IUOROGOE 6c cc wcevinccces Robert. Middlemass 
3oat Captain............-+.. ames Burtis 
SOPTIOMAs cciccccacveccesoase Louise Beavers 
BORE vac cd nceccccsavsseccbect William Best 





Hal Roach’s ‘success with the Our 
Gang twin-reelers is a matter of 
history, but when he blows one of 
these kid carnivals up to feature 
length it is something else again. At 
least as far as "General Spanky’ is 
concerned. Not that the youngsters 
are hard to take when they have a 
short script all to themselves, but 
here they are embedded in a de- 


sultory, overlong yarn with a Civil 
War background in which Spanky 
McFarland, as a homeless stray, 
plays in characteristic fashion sur- 
rounded by the ‘Gang’ members and 
some rather self-conscious grown- 
ups. Built for the lesser family 
trade. ‘ 

It took three authors and a pair of 
directors, Fred Newmeyer and Gor- 
don Douglas, to prepare this picture 
in which Spanky is an orphan boot- 
black adopted by a young plantation 
boss (Phillips Holmes), at the out- 
break of the war. When Holmes 
goes off to fight, Spanky, and his 
little piccaninny pal, Buckwheat, 
assemble the Our Gang bunch from 
the neighborhood to help the south- 
ern cause. With Spanky as com- 
mander-in-chief and Alfalfa as sec- 
ond-string general, the bunch outwits 
some especially dumb Yankee troops. 
And when Holmes crawls through 
the bushes wounded, is captured as 
a spy and sentenced to be shot, it is 
Spanky who amusingly wheedles the 
softy northern general (Ralph Mor- 
gan) to cancel the sentence. The 
picture ends with Morgan being 
initiated as a member of the Our 
Gang ‘Save the Women and Children 
and Win the War Club.’ It is all 
just as simple as that. 

‘General Spanky’ is nicely pro- 
duced and photographed and the 
kids, especially Spanky and Carl 
Switzer, as Alfalfa are adolescent 
standouts. The latter’s painful 
singing ,of ‘Just Before the Battle, 
Mother’ is a high spot in the film. Be- 
sides Holmes and Morgan, adult 
members of the cast are Irving 
Pichel, as a mild Yankee heavy, 
Rosina Lawrence, Louise Beavers 
and the veteran, Hobart Bosworth, 
who contribs a bit. None is out- 
standing for it is the kids’ picture 
and they make the most of the 
routine materials at hand. Rowl. 


The Wedding of Palt 


(DANISH MADE) 


J. H. Hoffberg release of Dr. Knud Ras- 
mussen. Scenario by Knud Rasmussen; 
direction, Friedrich Dalsheim and Rasmus- 
sen; photography, Hans Scheib and Walter 
Traut; original music by Emil Reesen, 
played by the Symphony Orchestra of the 
Royal Opera House of Copenhagen: with 
native cast. At the 55th St. Playhouse, 
N. a2 week March 1, ’37. Running time, 
82 mins, 








(In Eskimo, With English Titles) 


Last production of the late Dr. 
Knud Rasmussen, this narrative- 
travelog of the lives of the Eskimos 
of Angmagssalik, in eastern Green- 
land, is simple, dignified, instructive 
and intensely absorbing. It’s a cer- 
tain bell-ringer for the small class 
houses or select nabes. Salted on 
same bill with a Mickey Mouse or 
Silly Symphony, it will hold up 
neatly. . 

It’s mostly in mood and in the 
breath-taking beauty of the Arctic 
photography that ‘Wedding of Palo’ 
scores. There is little real suspense 
to the story, particularly after the 
tip-off title. But the unaffected hon- 
esty of the educational angle, plus 
the simplicity of the playing makes 
the film impressive at-all times. 

There is little obvious staging in 
the shots of native rites and customs, 
although the sketchy plot itself is 
manifestly framed. But the story of 
the good and bad Eskimos’ rivalry 
for the gal is shrewdly worked to il- 
lustrate and explain simple mode of 
life among those Greenlanders. 

Film has been shot silently, with 
the Eskimo dialog and symphy musi- 
cal score dubbed in. English titles 
easily clarify the action. Among the 
notable points of the pic are nu- 
merous shots of scenic grandeur, the 
killing of a Polar bear by @ native, 
illustrations of how their kayaks 
(small boats made of skin) are built 
and paddled and similar matters nor- 
mally puzzling. Principal players are 
remarkably handsome and _ there’s 
one urchin whose constant clowning 
should make some maturer come- 





dians envious, Hobe, 


ee 
——» 


Talking Shorts 


DICK TRACY 
Serial (12 Chapters) 
With Ralph Byrd and Kay Hughes 





29 Mins. - 
Central, N. Y. 
Republic 
Trend in features, comedies and 
cartoons always changing, ~ and 


but the serial remains on same plane 
it rogsted 15 or more years ago, save 
that now it has sound. 

The suspense thrillers continue to 
click in the nabes around the coun- 
try, however, with the juves who 
find ’em very good Saturday matinee 
diet. This new entry looks destined 
for swell biz. Idea of using Chester 
Gould’s comic strip character is a 
good one inasmuch as it has wide 
newspaper circulation which will 
serve as automatic buildup. And this 
serial well catches and pictorially 
enlarges the comic strip stuff. Being 
a G-man yarn it is, further, topical 
and timely. 

First chapter, is a bit long, but o.k. 
in that it wisely seeded the ground 
for succeeding slices. The villains 
and the virtuous are patterned on 
same old mould, but still highly 
serviceable. Pseudo-science is also 
introduced, another nice note. 

Ralph Byrd is a personable chap 
who amazingly resembles the Tracy 
of the comic strips, with his chiseled 
facial features. Kay Hughes as the 
femme is o.k. Ditto an army of 
heavies. Francis X. Bushman has 
minor role as chief of the G-men. 

Republic has gone to some ends to 
give serial benefit of better than 
average production. Bert. 


ON THE AIR 

With Dave Rubineff and His Or- 
chestra 

16 Mins. 

Belmont, N. Y. 


Principal 


The 15th in the series, this is a 
giveaway by Chevrolet to plug itself 
via the Rubinoff radio show. It’s 
click entertainment all the way. 
with little objections because of 
the commercial angle. Only adver- 
tising via two brief displays of Chev- 
rolet trademark and neither of those 
is too ostentatious: Jam Handy of 
Detroit produced. Principal releases. 

Film is straight ballyhoo of Rubin- 
off’s air programs, but is so neatly 
presented that it slips under the wire 
as entertainment. After opening with 
shots of the radio program hitting 
the air from the studio, it soon 
branches into explanation of what 
makes the kilocycles behave that 
way. 

Not only demonstrates how show 
is handled in the studio, but extends 
to illustrated pointers on how radio 
waves go through various steps from 
the microphone to the loud speaker. 
All is kept clear, swift and juicy. It’s 
a smart addition to almost any pic 
bill. Hobe. 


THE THREE STOOGES 
‘Whoops, I’m an Indian’ 
Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 

Columbia 

Stooges are a nice click nationally 
now in comedy shorts. This one, 
while not a too-distinctive number 
in the series the trio is making for 
Columbia, nevertheless holds up its 
head. ‘ : 

Boys are trappers this time, or 
maybe gold-panners up in_ north 
woods. Just which isn’t definitely 
established. There are some crude 
gambling dives and honky tonks 
used as locales, which would suggest 
Alaska gold-rush background. Yet 
the boys are togged out in buckskin 
suits and coonskin toppers in the 
Dan Boone fashion. 

Gags, chiefly into knockabout and 
slapstick categories, are mostly a bit 
time-smudged, but enough novel stuff 
is threaded in to carry the comedy. 

Strong nominee for spots where 
shorts of this type still find a 
demand. Bert. 





WANTED 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Feb. 18. 


Sound City release of George King pro- 
duction, Stare ZaSu Pitts, Claude Dampier. 
Directed by George King. Adaptation, H. 
F. Maltby; from play by Brock Williams; 
camera, Jack Parker. At Phoenix theatre, 
London, Feb. 17, °37. Running time, 69 


mins. ; 

Lo ee rei ZaSu Pitts 
BOONE 6660 crcesstssececesss Claude Dampier 
Re evry ..Mark Daly 
Mrs. Smithers............... Norma Varden 
ie |. Dee Finlay Currie 
Lo! BPPPerrrrrrrrrri rye Kathleen Harrison 
a BR are Billy Holland 
ee. PRP Stella Bonheur 
Sparrow Hawkins.............+. Billy Bray 
DAsceb 40b6anst os0eesens Arthur Goulet 
A. SUDO ccc cvcccsesdl Arthur Wellesley 
Lady Hotbury.............Mable Twemlow 
eee D. J. Williams 
wy, ee, GES. e so oe bcps0sece ...Brian Herbert 





ZaSu Pitts is here starred in a pic- 
ture and does her dithering along- 
side Claude Dampier, a_ native 
masculine flutterer. As a _ conse- 
quence, neither of them stands out. 
Perhaps, however, it is of no conse- 
quence, because the whole thing 
seems palpably designed as a quota 
production. 

Farcical horseplay anent a band of 
crooks out to get diamonds, mistak- 
ing Dampier and Miss Pitts as inter- 
national thieves and sending them 
out to get the swag. Not badly done, 
and will probably serve its in 

olo. 





handling of ‘em always improving, - 
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THE BIG SHOW. 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Nat Levine produc- 
tion. Stars Gene Autry, Features Smiley 
Burnette, Kay Hughes. Directed by Mark 
V. Wright, from screen. play and original 
by Dorrell and Stuart McGowan; camera, 
William Nobles and Edgar Lyons; editor, 
Robert Jafins; songs, Sam H. Stept, Ned 
Washington and Ted Koehler. At Liberty, 
Lincoln, Neb., week Feb, 24, ‘87, dual 
Running time, 70 mins, ; 
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This is Republic’s western musical 
which is rated as their season’s hum- 
dinger. A Gene Autry starrer, it’s 
by far his best in many starts, and 
it packs a lot of entertainment for 
the action and western fans. Scenic 
background is the Texas Centennial 
at Dallas. 

Congress of cowboy tunesters is 
one of the features—the Beverly Hili 
Billies, the Lightcrust Doughboys, 
the Jones boys, and the Sons of 
Pioneers, all taking a crack at guitar 


strings and song at various times. 
Presence of thes2 outfits in the film 
allows most of the inland towns an 
exploitation medium, since they’ve 
all toured the hinterlands or played 
on radio stations all over the coun- 


try. 
Billy tunes are okay, with a 
sprinkling of humor. The best two 


songs, both sung by Autry, are ‘Mad 
About You’ and ‘Lady Known as 
Lulu.” First tune not bad at all for 
this type of flick. 

Marked help in making the film 
more or less authentic is that it’s 
built along the Hollywood scheme. 
It’s about a western star and his 
double, incidentally a dual role for 
Autry. Star is a heavy-headed boy 
with a continual crab and who 
ducks a slated p.a. at the Dallas Cen- 
tennial. Press agent convinces the 
double it'll be oke if he takes his 
place. Autry’s appearance at the 
Centennial results in a rough with 
gangsters, engagements to two girls, 
robbery, and finally exposure. Wind- 
up has the st:r doubling for the 
double. 

Comedy portion is upheld by 
Smiley Burnette, the hoss handler; 
William Newell, p.a, and Sally 
Payne, who is making her debut in 
films. Miss Payne was in Ziegfeld’s 
‘Hotcha’ in 1931 in N. Y. Kay Hughes 
is the lead, and is only in for short 
breaks. Charles Judels, who owns 
the picture company, does a nice job 
of pulling his own hair and hitting 
the high squeaks. 

As bronce operas go, this is a dif- 
ferent story and a better class pro- 
duction. It also gives the audience 
a look at the stunt biz, how the run- 
ning shots are filmed—a backstage 
western, it might be called. It’s one 
of the few times the company was 
able to ride to location in the props. 

Will have no trouble anywhere in 
action houses and can stand —. 

arn. 


I PROMISE TO PAY 


Celumbia release of Myles Connolly pro- 
d@action. Features Chester Morris, Leo 
Carrillo, Helen Mack, Thomas Mitchell. 
Directed by Db. Ross Lederman, Screen 
play and original, Mary McCall, Jr., and 
Lionel Houser: camera, Lucien Ballard; 
editor, James Sweeney. At Variety, Lin- 


coln, Neb. Running time; 68 mins. 
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An exploitation picture, made espe- 
cially timely on its release by the 
gobs of legislation facing state solons 
in session now to place curbs of vari- 
ous kinds on finance companies and 
the loan shark rackets in general. 
This deals with a more or less new 
angle for gangdom. outlet since pro- 
hibition repeal did things to the 
business. It asks those who get the 
loan to pay 1,000% on it in a year’s 
time, and if the client is unable to 
make the weekly jolt from the 
pocketbook he gets his face changed. 

Opposing sides of the story are 
taken by Chester Morris and Leo 
Carrillo. Morris is a $27.50 weekly 
office hand who has a desire to take 
a $50 vacation with his wife, Helen 
Mack, and the kids. When he can’t 
get the dough around the office, he 
is approached by one of Carrillo’s 
steerers, gets himself on the dotted 
line—and then comes trouble. 

Helen Mack, away from pictures 
for some time. along with the kids, 
oldest of whom is Patsy O’Connor, a 
Sweet chunk of adolescent blonde, 
— a good tenement family better 

alf. 


Lucien Ballard’s camera work is 
clear and there’s one impressive 
trick shot involving Morris and the 
baby’s crib. Morris had just lifted 
a 10-spot from the netty cash drawer 
ai the office in order to pay off the 
weekly lien and is worried about 
imprisonment. Bars of the body crib 
are photoed before his face. Leder- 
man's direction keeps the story mov- 
ing swiftly, and it has few dull mo- 











ments. It builds all the way to an 

eventual jury hearing, shoot- 
ing, a few beatings along the way 

a the steps to its audience 
old. 

Film,' unless handled with plenty 
of ballyhoo, will be just average. 
Front pages of legislative doings re- 
garding the finance companies are 
available in every state where the 
lawmakers are in session, and they 
can be worked in nicely. It shouldn’t 
be hard to get protest from those on 
which the shoe pinches, either. If 
placed on a dual bill, it'll be found 
more than enough to float its end. 

Barn, 


Die Sporke’schen Jaeger 


(‘The Sperck Battalien’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Bavaria production and release. 
by Rolf Randolf. Features Theodor Loos. 
At Garden, N. Y., week Feb. 19, ’87. Cast: 
Fritz Alberti, Werner Schott, Erich Fied- 
ler, Fritz Genschow, Theodor Loos, Paul 
Rehkopf, Reva Holsey, Margaret Kupfer, 
Rotraut Richter, Pauli Westermeier. 


Directed 





(In German, No English Titles) 

Another unimportant German in- 
die having to do with the problem 
of poaching. That seems to be a 
major difficulty in Germany; there’ve 
been at least four films on the sub- 
ject in the’past couple of years. This. 
one’s strictly for the pro patrie mob 
—and even they won’t like it any too 
well. 


It seems that Lieut. von Naugaard 
of the Sporck Battalion is an honor- 
able and a good soldier, but he has 
a mental ailment; he can’t help 
poaching on forest preserves. It’s a 
sin to shoot the deer in the forest, 
and the lieut. knows it, but he does 
it just the same. He's eventually 
caught by his commanding officer 
and the Battalion’s honor cleared. 
Just why it is all so terribly serious 
and important is never made clear. 

Theodor Loos, one of Germany's 
ace character actors, tries hard with 
the role of the head forester, but 
can’t save the film. Fritz Genschow 
as the lieut. with the strange malady 
is a new face, handsome and with 

ibly some acting talent; it isn’t 
reught out very well in this picture 
due, not only to the unimportant 
story, but to an even more than 
usually pachydermic pace. 

Reva Holsey, also a new face, han- 
dies the femme lead in a difficultly- 
inseried romance. She has looks in 
her favor. Rotraut Richter in a bit 
seems to indicate really worthwhile 
talent; if her acting stands up in 
more important assignments she 
should go places. Kauf. 


Liebesgeschichten von 


Boccaccio 


(‘Leve Tales ef Boccaccie’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Ufa release of Max Pfeiffer production. 
Features Willy Fritsch, Heli Finkenzeller 
Directed by Herbert Maisch. Story, W. 
Burri and W. Forster; music and lyrics, 
Franz Doelle. At 86th St. Garden, N. Y., 
Feb. 26. '37. Running time, 85 mins. 
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(In German, with English Titles) 

Ufa here has a film operetta which 
matches in quality, performance and 
production the best musical importa- 
tions of the, year. Film provides 
light entertainment of a _ superior 
sort. Supplied with excellent Eng- 
lish titles film might appeal some- 
what out of the general groove for 
German pictures. 

Story is that of Petruccio, impov- 
erished poet, who suddenly finds 
fame and fortune when, as Giovanni 
Boccaccio, he turns his pen to the 
writing of intimate love stories, cre- 
ating a furor in the town of Ferrara. 
It is when he inscribes a _ certain 
amorous escapade of the Duke 
Cesare in one of his tales that amus- 
ing complications ensue. Several 
women of the town, including Pe- 
truccio’s wife, Fiametta, are involved 
in the love-making ventures of the 
Duke and Boccaccio and none knows 
the true identity of the mysterious 
author. 

Bright twist is given the plot by 
having the Duke appoint Petruccio 
as his chief aide in tracking down 
the elusive Boccaccio, while the lat- 
ter’s publisher, Calandino, languishes 
in jail, his lips sealed. Winds up in 
a grand masque ball, at which are 
several assorted Boccaccios and an 
equal number of ladies, garbed alike, 
yearning to be made love to by the 
white-cloaked author. At-the finish 
the various couples are reunited and 
all’s well in Ferrara. 

Story is told with bright bits of 
sophistication and expertly played 
by a good German cast, with Willy 
Fritsch outstanding as Petruccio. 
Heli Finkenzeller, as Fiametta, is a 
looker, as are also Gina Falckenberg 
and Fita Benkhoff. Albracht Schon- 
hals, as the Duke; Paul Kemp, as the 
comic publisher; and rotund Albert 
Florath, as the captain of the palace 
suards, provide performances that 
score. 

Camera work and sound are good. 
Costumes and elaborate sets are of 
the Florentine period and add ma- 
terially to the film’s worth. Rowl. 


I Want to Be a Mother 


(YIDDISH) 

Jewish Talking Picture Co., Inc., produc- 
tion and release. Stars Leo Fuchs; fea- 
tures Cantor Waldman, Hannah Hollander, 
Directed by George’ Roland. Camera, 
Joseph Freeman; sound, Murray Dichter. 
At Belmont, N. Y., week Feb. 26, ’37. 
Running time, 84 mins. 


eer eeoess Hannah Hollander 
SCE TRSORGMSER, 460000020000 08 Moishe Feder 
Bas SHAVA......c0s (200.0904 Rose Greenfield 
er Power cccessscees Esta Saltzman 
Seem Bak. sccceee: es case —...Lee Fuchs 
re ene «. Yetta Zwerling 
Aaron Waldman............. Muni Serebroff 
Sah Gna hae sas ed-os cat ad calc Dave Lubritzky 
Eugene Guggenheim........... Sam Gertler 
oe eS rin ‘Leibele’ Waldman 





(In Yiddish, with English Titles) 

Heavy melodrama made in New 
York with a cast from New York 
Yiddish legit. Action drags, produc- 
tion and direction are extremely 
crude and the acting varies from one 
extreme to the other. 

Leo Fuchs is starred, but his part 
is unimportant to the story and this 
picture will hardly boost him. He’s 
obviously been added to the film 
solely for comedy relief and he finds 
the going tough. There’s no real 
need for him in the story. 

Story concerns an orthodox Jewish 
family in the Bronx. Girl of the 
household is actually the illegitimate 
daughter of the aunt, but has been 
raised to think she is the daughter 
of the married couple. 

Daughter marries and subsequently 
the ‘aunt’ reveals the 20-year-old 
secret. Bridegroom’s father visits 
the newlyweds and turns out to be 
the long-lost, actual father ef the 
girl. Just as it seems the young 
married couple are half-brother and 
sister, the father discloses that the 
bridegroom is in reality his adopted 
son. That.-makes the marriage okay 
again. Fadeout has the missing papa 
finally making an honest woman of 
the unwed ma. 

Okay performances are given by 
Hannah Hollander as the tragic, un- 
wed mother; Moishe Feder as the 
head of the household and Muni 
Serebroff, who makes the small role 
of the missing father a standout. 
Cantor “Leibele’ Waldman is effective 
in a singing bit. Others appear 
nervous before the camera. 

Much of the technical production 
is almost primitive and the direction 
resembles that of ancient vaudeville. 

Hobe. 


SZENZACIO 


(‘Sensation’) 
{HUNGARIAN MADE) 

Keliti release of Erne Gaal production. 
Directed by Stefen Szekely and Ladislau 
Vajda. Screen play. Eugene Szatmary and 
Martin Keleti; music, Theodore Polcar; 
photegraphy, Robert Ichey and Karl Koriz- 
mayer; sound, Paul Pulvary. At Modern 


theatre, N. YV.. week Feb. 34, "37. Run- 
ning time, 78 mins. 
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(In Hungarian; No English Titles) 

Any film that tells three distinct 
and different stories woven together 
by a thin running plot is apt to 
cause confusion to any audience. In 
the form of a Hungarian picture 
minus English titles, a program 
synopsis, or any other lead, it is little 
short of a goulash for any but 
natives who might. get the idea via 
the lingo. Film evidently possesses 
three elements—drama, comedy and 
romance—which get a rise out of 
Magyars. Response to humor is par- 
ticularly heavy. 

From amount of verbiage in some 
of the scenes, film palpably follows 
the style of too many European- 
made pictures in permitting gab to 
retard speed and action. 

Scarcity of sensational news. in 
city reom of a newspaper motivates 
the plot. Reporters are harangued 
by editor into digging up human in- 
terest yarns. A mine disaster fur- 
nishes the drama in the first story. 
Reactions and emotions of two 
enemies buried in the earth, preced- 
ing their eventual rescue, makes for 
suspense. Efforts of another man to 
escape from his wife by permitiing 
himself to be the target of a circus 
knife-thrower provides the comedy 
(evidently plenty) and the celebra- 
tion of Franz Liszt's anniversary 
whicl rushes a reporter to a little 
village where a friend unfolds a ro- 
mantic incident in the life of the 
composer are two other tales. 

Unfolding of the yarns on the 
screen as flashbacks is an old trick 
and the Hungarian method does not 
lend anything unusual. Acting of 
Julius Kabos, as comic; Irene Agai, 
as Liszt’s heart interest, and Zoltan 
Szakacs as Liszt all moderately good. 
Others in cast, particularly two in 
the mine scene, also do well. Music 
by Theodore Polgar in Liszt se- 
quences helps. Hurl, 





S-I STORY AIDE 
Hollywood, March 2. 





Franclien Macconnell affiliated 
with story departments of pictures 
for 20 years, has been named assist- 
ant te Val Lewton, editorial aide to 
David O. Selznick at Selznick-Inter- 
national. 

She succeeds Mrs. Jere Knight, 





eastern story editor for S-I. 





DENVER 
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(Continued from page 9) 


000 pace. Last week ‘God's Country’ 
did big $12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and ‘Man of 
the People’ (MG), dual. Okay combo 
and plenty okay $9,000 in sight. Last 
week ‘Michael Strogoff’ (RKO) and 


‘Dangerous Corner’ (MG) did fair 
$6,000. 
Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 


40)—‘Black Legion’ (WB) and ‘Wom- 
an in Distress’ (Col), dual.. Sliding 
off, but profitable at $3,000. Last 


Could Work Miracles’ 
$1,500. 


Grace Moore OK $3,000, 
‘Lloyds’ $6,000, in B’ham 


Birmingham, March 2. 

Business appears to be a little 
wobbly this week, with ‘Lloyds of 
London’ and ‘When You're in Love’ 
only two pictures doing anything 
much, 
Neighboring towns of Leeds and 
Bessemer trying to steal some gravy 
from local houses hy paying heavy 
big town advertising rates to bally 
‘Go West, Young Man.’ Picture was 
banned in Birmingham; which inci- 
dentally was just prior to abolish- 
ment of city censor’s office. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2.800: 
30-35-40 }—‘Lloyds of London’ (20th). 
Fair at $6,000. Last week, ‘Garden 
of Allah,’ terrible at $5,000; 
Empire (Acme) (1,100: 25)—‘When 
You're in Love’ (Col). With a gond 
break in the weather .should do 
around $3,000 and a possible hold- 
over. Last week, ‘Man of Affairs’ 
(GB) $2.600, moderate. 

Ritz (Wilby-Kincey) (1.600: 25-30) 


(UA), ng. 








ing a big wallov, $2,000, poor. Tast 
week, “Wedding Present’ (Par) 
$2.500, also poor. 

Strand (Wilby-Kincey) (800: 25)— 
‘Chan at Opera’ (20th). Moderatelv 
good $1,600. Last week, ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ (MG) on roadshow scale for 
three days got around $1,700, pretty 
good. Top scale $1.10. 

Pantages (Wilby-Kincey) (2,300: 
35-40)\—“Woman Wise’ (20th) and 
vaude, House open three days only 
and will get around $2.300. mod- 
erate. Last week, ‘They Wanted to 
Marry’ (RKO) and vaude, $2,000. 


L’ville Dry, ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 
Torrid $6,500, ‘Lloyds’ 714G 


Louisville, March 2. 

Trio of single bills in town cur- 
rently, with only one _first-run, 
Strand, making a bid for biz with a 
couple of fair dualers. Film houses 
are back to normal after recent dis- 
aster. 

Rialto, with “Lloyds,” is doing best 
biz in town. 


Estimates for This Week 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) and 
‘Polo Joe’ (WB), dual, splitting with 
‘Winterset’ (RKO) and ‘In His Steps’ 
(GN), dual. Two fine combinations 
bringing healthy $2,000. Last week. 
‘Theodora’ (Col) and ‘Banjo on My 
Knee’ (20th), dual, fair $1,700. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-46)— 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG). Single biller 
doing well here. Headed for swell 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Secretary’ (Col) 
and ‘Under Cover of Night’ (MG), 
dual, handicapped by lack of house 
equipment, mild $4,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000: 
15-25-40 )\—‘Green Night’ (WB). Lent 
denting this one; not over fair $2,600 
in sight. Last week, ‘Black Legion’ 
(WB), couldn’t get going, weak 
$2,500. { 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Private 
Number’ (20th) and ‘Maid’s Secret’ 
(WB), dual, spiitting with ‘King 
Solomon of Broadway’ (U) and ‘Top 
Hat’ (RKO), dual. Will limp along 
to so-so $900. Fourth Street still full 
of gaping holes, with repair work 
dragging along. Last week, ‘G-Men’ 
(FN) and ‘Broadway Hostess’ (FN) 
dual, splittine with ‘We Live Again’ 
(UA) and ‘Strike Me Pink’ (UA), 
dual, poor $700. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-25- 
10)—‘Lloyds’ (20th). Copping lion’s 
share of attention currently and 
headed for $7.500, good. Last week, 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Out- 
cast’ (Par), dual, grabbed $6,000, 


good. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500: 15-25- 
40}—‘Holy Terror’ (20th) and ‘Fair 
Warning’ (20th), dual. Feeling the 
competish, this pair of so-so pics will 
»~roduce but fair $3,800. Last week. 
Wings of Morning’ (20th), and 
‘Woman-Wise’ (20th). dual, not up 











to expectations at $3,500, weak. 





—You Only Live Once’ (UA). Tak- | 


‘Mrs. Cheyney’ No Nudist, but Neck 
‘N’ Neck with Rand in Cincy, $18,000 





Cincinnati, March 2. 

Downtown cinemas, by and larga, 
chalking up town’s best week in 
some time. ™“f the straight screen 
stands, Albee is fronting with $18,000 
on ‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney.’ 

Sally Rand, on first visit, is fan 
ning the Shubert to its season’s top 
mark. She’s heading her own re- 
vue, with ‘Criminal Lawyer’ linking 
on the screén. 

An added starter eurrently is the 
indie ‘Cloistered,’ at the Taft audi- 
torium in the Masonic Temple build- 
ing. Milford Unger, acting for the 
Taft, in cooperation with Sam Han- 


| delsman, fronting for the Best Film 
week ‘Accused’ (UA) and ‘Man Who | 


Co., contacted Catholic churches and 
schools and put on special screen- 


ings for Archbishop John T. Mc- 
Nicholas, priests and nuns. In re- 
turn came special announcements 


from pulpits Sunday (28) blurbing 
the film and explaining that its edu- 
cational nature removed the Lenten 
entertainment restrictions in this 
diocese. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—'‘Mrs. 
Cheyney’ (MG). Great $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Avenue’ (20th), 10 days, 
$20.000, swell. 

Canitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Avenue’ (20th) (2d run). Fair $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2d run), 
$5,000, okay. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Join Marines’ (Rep) and ‘Conflict’ 
(U), split. Big $2,700. Last week, 
‘Crack-Up’ (20th) and ‘Secret Val- 
ley’ (20th), separate, $2,500, very 
good. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Lloyds’ (20th) (3d run). Moderate 
$2.700. Last week, ‘Champagne Waltz’ 
(Par), nine days on second run, 
$3.500. no complaints. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1.500; 30-40)— 
‘Greet O'Malley’ (WB). Dandy 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Black Legion’ 
(WB), $5,000. fair. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— 
‘Smart Girls’ (U) (2d run), eight 
days. Rieht smart at $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Sinner Take All’ (MG), six 
davs. $2.800. poor. 

Pa’ace (RKO) (2.600: 

“When You're in Love’ (Col). Mild 
$9.000.. Last week, “Smart Girls’ 
(U). 512.000, above expectations. . 

Shubert (RKO) (2.200; 40-60)— 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) and Solly 
Ran‘ revue. Bubbling to $18,000 for 
thertre’s high this season. I.-st 
werk. “Dangerous Number’ (MM) 
and Leon Errol in ‘Hollywood Fol- 
lies’ unit. $13,000. nice. 

Taft (Ird) (2.500: 35-42)—‘Clois- 
tered’ (Ind). Opened Sunday (°8) 
on grind for week's engavement. 
Indicates not less than $9000. Wil] 
probably hold over until March 10, 
filling out time until next concert 
booking for house. 

Strand (Ind) (1.300; 15-25 )—‘AI!sh’ 
(UA) and ‘One-Way Passage’ (WP), 
revivals, split. Average at $%1.790., 
Nitto last week on ‘Smartest Girl in 
Town’ (RKO) and “Three Men on 
Horse’ (WB), split. 


BUFF SPOTTY 


Up 'n’ Down—'‘Salem’ Strong $16,000 
—Grace Moore $12,000, OK 


Buffalo, March 2. 

Business is decidedly up and down 
at the local gates during the current 
week. With exception of two peak 
figures for the Buffalo and Lafayette, 
the remaining outlook seems some- 
what flat. ‘Salem’ got a jumpy open- 
ing, and should do nicely with ‘Love’ 
at the Lafayette soaring up in good 
style. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55 )— 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par). Drew fine 
reviews and takings are holding to 
top levels for probable $16,000. Last 
week ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (8 days), 
very nice $18,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)-— 
‘We Who Are About to Die’ (RKO) 
and ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB). Back to 
about average or slightly better, $7,- 

. Last week ‘Under Cover of 
Night’ (MG) and ‘Let’s Make Mil- 
lion’ (Par}, under = expectations, 
$6,700. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3.400; 30-50) 
—On Avenue’ (20th) (2d week). 
Undergoing sinking spell for seccnd 
stanza for probably around $6.000. 
First week, very neat showing at 
fine $13.500. : 

Hinp (Shea) (2,400: 25-40)—‘Sea 
Devils’ (RKO) and ‘Career Woman’ 
(20th). Fair at probably over $5.000. 
Last week ‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) 
and ‘Dangerous Number’ (MG), did 
okay at $6.600. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘When You're in Love’ (Col). Strong 
with indications for excellent 
312.000. Last week ‘More Thon Sec- 
retary’ (Col) and ‘Alibi for Murder’ 
(Col) plenty nice business with ‘Sec’ 
vetting fine draw, over $10 000, 


35-42 )— 











HOTCHA UP THAR 
Hollywood, March 2. 
John Auer has been set by Renube 
lic to direct ‘Rhythm In the Clouds.’ 
Harry Ruskin is screenplaving with 





production start slated for March 20, 
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ROMANCE! The most powerful love * 


story either Carole or Fred has ever 

‘starred in. An up and down romance 
* 

‘as real as young love itself. 


GLAMOUR! When you add to the 


glamour of Carole herself the exotic 
appeal of Dorothy Lamour, star of 
“The Jungle Princess”, you’ve got. 
something to talk about. 





with 
CHARLES BUTTERWORTH 
JEAN DIXON, DOROTHY 
LAMOUR, HARVEY STEPHENS 
Directed by Mitchell Leisen 


COMEDY! Charlie Butterworth’s funniest 
picture. You haven’t learned to laugh till 
you've seen Hollywood’s ace dead pan 
comic asthe hottest piano player in Panama. 








Wednesday, March 3, 1937 VARIETY 








EXCITEMENT! Fred in another of 


those brawls that had you cheering 
in “The Trail of the Lonesome Pine.” 











2 ee CE eT te LT TO ee eee rere rere ide 


MUSIC! Fred plays the trumpet 
and sings. Carole carols. Dorothy 
Lamour swings. Butterworth plays 
hot piano. There are five song hits. 











BUT eee oe Swing Low” 
is not a musical comedy. It is a 


romantic love story set to excit- 
ing music with the glamorous 
background of Panama honky 
tonks and New York night clubs. 


MERRY 





(Sheet Music and Records of 
the "Swing High, Swing Low” 
score available. See press book). 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, March 2. 

With the state personal tax removed from ail negatives on hand as of 
March 1, studios on the Coast piled up somewhat of a record last week 
by placing 14 new features before the cameras and took 9 from cutting 
rooms to preview during the same period. 

While there were 70 pictures in the cutting rooms, as of March 1, wait- 
ing to be edited, it is doubtful if a third of the negatives involved in these 
pictures remained in the state when assessments for the annual property 


tax was made. 

Placing of the 14 pictures in work last week brings studio production 
back to a healthy level with a total of 43 now in work. An equal number 
of new pictures started last week is expected to get the starting gun next 
week and for several weeks thereafter, as the aggregate number of pic- 
tures yet to be completed on the current season’s program has barely 
reached the half-way mark. 





Columbia 


Five in work, 4 editing, 5 preparing. In work: 

‘THE DEVIL IS DRIVING,’ reported Variety, Feb. 10; ‘HONEYMOON 
PILOT” and ‘VENUS MAKES TROUBLE,’ reported Feb. 17. 
week: 


‘LEAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN,’ produced by Edward Chodoroy, | 


directed by Alfred E. Green, original story by Rex Stout, screen play by 
Eugene Solow and Guy Endore. Cast: Walter Connolly, Irene Hervey, 


Lionel Stander. Allen Brook, Eduardo Ciannelli, Walter Kingsford, Victor | 
| but is prevented by Tracy. 


Kilian, Nana Bryant. 

Story is second of Rex Stout Satevepost murder mystery yarns to be pro- 
duced by Columbia. This one continues the exploits of that master detec- 
tive, Nero Wolfe, who is called upon by a group of men, from various pro- 
fessional walks in life, and all classmates in college. Three are mysteri- 
ously slain. Nero Wolfe suspects former classmate who was injured in a 
college hazing. It’s discovered that this preyed on man’s mind until he 
took murder route for vengeance. 

‘RIGHT GUY,’ produced by Ralph Cohn, directed by D. Ros Lederman, 
original by Richard Wormser, screen play by Harold Shumate. Cast: Paul 
Kelly, Jacqueline Wells, George McKay, Robert Emmett O’Connor, C. Mon- 
tague Shaw, Nick Copeland, Wade Boteler, John Tyrell, Ted Oliver. 

Story depicts Paul Kelly as detective employed by racing commission. 
Gangsters move into town a week before the big sweepstakes and begin 
laying heavy bets on an outsider. Kelly finds the ring is prepared to 
switch horses on the day of the race. Investigating further, Kelly finds 
owner of the entry is honest sportsman, but is being forced to submit to 
ruse by gang. Kelly lets plot go to the very end, and swoops down on the 
gangsters before the race goes on. 

Readied to start: ‘ALL STEAMED UP’ and ‘SHOOTING SHOWDOWN.’ 


Grand National 


One in work, 4 editing, 10 preparing. Started last week: 

‘HITTIN’ THE TRAIL,’ produced by Edward Finney, directed by R. N. 
Bradbury, original story by Lindsley Parsons, screen play by Robert Em- 
mett. Cast: Tex Ritter, Tommy Bupp, Earl Dwire, Snub Pollard, Jack 
Smith, Archie Ricks, Henry Warden. 

Story tells of young horse trader who becomes involved with nag thieves 
and loses two herds, cae of which belongs to his — father. He recovers 
the herds after plenty of dangerous gunplay and hard riding, thereby win- 
ning the confidence of the girl. 

Readied to start: ‘THE GIRL SAID NO,’ ‘SWEETHEART OF THE NAVY,’ 
‘LOVE TAKES FLIGHT,’ ‘$1,000 BILL,’ ‘THE SHADOW,’ ‘SOMETHING 
TO SING ABOUT,’ ‘DYNAMITE,’ ‘FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS AND HOW 
THEY GREW,’ ‘THE THIEF OF TAOS,’ and ‘THE SHADOW IN PARIS.’ 


Metrs 


Seven in work, 8 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ reported Variety, Sept. 16; ‘CAPTAINS 
COURAGEOUS,’ reported Oct. 7; ‘I STAND ACCUSED,’ reported as ‘SKID- 
DING,’ Feb. 10; ‘NIGHT MUST FALL,’ reported Feb. 17. Started last 


week: 

‘THE OLD SOAK,’ produced by Harry Rapf, directed by J. Walter 
Ruben, original by Don Marquis, adapted by A. E. Thomas. ast: Wallace 
Beery, Lynne Carver, Janet Beecher, Ted Healy, Eric Linden, Una Merkel, 
Judith Barrett, James Bush, Robert McWade, George Sidney. 

Story taken from play of same name. It depicts Wallace Beery as owner 
of garage in small “ong Island town. When prohibition came in Beery, 
who likes his liquor, sells the garage so he will have more time to look 
for bootleg. He soon becomes known as the village drunk. His respected 
wife and family get by because of income from stock. Their son becomes 
involved with night club entertainer and is charged with embezzlement. 
Banker clears this charge after son has stolen the mother’s stock. When 
the mother finds the stock is missing she accuses the Old Soak. He rebels 
and finds what has happened. 

‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 1937,’ produced by Jack Cummings, directed 
by Roy Del Ruth, original by Sid Silvers and Jack McGowan, screen play 
by McGowan. Cast: Eleanor Powell, Robert Taylor, Binnie Barnes, George 
Murphy, Sophie Tucker. Buddy Ebsen, Robert Wildhack, Charles Gorin, 
Judy Garland, George Clayton. 

Story is third of “Broadway Melody’ by Metro since 1929. This one is 

remised on a couple of Broadway racetrack boys who, in order to get to 

altimore for the big race. take $20 bet from a barber on a long shot. 
Instead of placing the bet, they use it as train fare ani the long shot wins. 
The boys can’t go back to Broadway, but instead get a job as trainers for 


PRODUCTION TABLE 


(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 


pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 











Balance 
Pix tobe Stories 


Number Pix now placed in 
Producers and Number now new inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies. promised. pleted. werk. rooms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ..... Wkinns  ] 21 5 3 21 5 
Larry Darmour........ s 2 1 5 re 
GRAND NATIONAL.... #4 14 1 4 25 10 
PEED. a vatiwes sig cues 48 15 7 x 18 9 
i. § eee 4 2 ot ‘“ 2 1 
PARAMOUNT .......... 48 23 3 x 14 5 
B. P. Schulberg....... & 2 1 oe 5 1 
Emanuel Cohen....... 8 3 1 on 4 1 
Harry Sherman....... 6 2 1 es 3 1 
EE Bs cccavene 1 1 es. i ea <i 
SY) Ss 656 wus 066.60 39 & 4q 11 16 7 
David Loew........... 2 1 2 os 1 1 
George Hirliman..,... b 2 ~- at 4 1 
Bel TOSS. ccs css cccces 3 1 5% es 2 1 
Cg 2 re er 56 11 2 7 36 7 
A. W. Hackel.......... 16 3 Py 1 12 1 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 43 7 7 6 - 
OR SP 6 2 i ee 4 wh 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Geldwyn...... 7 2 1 es 4 2 
Walt.r Wanger........ 7 2 ue - 5 2 
EPS 5 2 ° ae 3 2 
BE. BeTHOT ....ccccccese. 1 ° ° 1 a 
er rere 2 - . 2 i 
Korda Lendon........- 6 + 6 oy 
UNIVERSAL ..........- 44 13 5 6 20 . 
Buck Jones............ 3% 1 .. 1 1 
WARNERS ...........-. 60 46 5 13 4 over 8 
eee 556 222 43 70 225 82 
4 over 





Started last | 





wealthy heivess’ stable. This leads them into society and after many com- 
plications they find themselves mixed up with promotion of putting on big 
musical extravaganza. From there on piece is played for lavish musical 
settings. 

‘THEY GAVE HIM A GUN,’ produced by Harry Rapf, directed by W. S. 
Van Dyke, novel by William Joyce Cowen, adapted by Cyril Hume, Rich- 
ard Maibaum and Maurice Rapf. Cast: Franchot Tone, Spencer Tracy, 
Gladys George, Mary Treen, Harold Huberv, Cliff Edwards, Charles Trow- 
bridge, Gavin Gordon, Herbert Rawlinson. 

Story is drama revolving around Tone, Spencer Tracy and Gladys 
George. Tracy is a circus barker who tries to make a man out of Tone, 
a small town bookkeeper. Both are drafted for war. Tone tries to evade, 
They get across the sea and Tone is rewarded 
for bravery. While rousting a machine gun nest, Tone is injured along 
with Tracy. Both meet Gladys George, nurse, who falls in love with 
Tracy, who is soon discharged, and later reported killed on the German 
front. Tone marries Miss George. Tracy returns and finds what happened 
and claims he also has been married. All three return to the states. Tone 
turns racketeer while Tracy sticks to circus. Latter comes to town and 
finds what Tone is doing and blames it on Miss George, who knows noth- 
ing about it and prevails upon her husband to give up the racket. He 
does and is sentenced to jail. She promises to wait, but while waiting, 
Tracy takes care of her. While in jail Tone broods, and suspecting she 
might return to Tracy, breaks jail and finds them together. He threatens 
to kill both when Tracy wrests the gun away from him. Officers who have 
been trailing show up on the scene, and knowing he will be killed, Tone 
makes his getaway only to be shot down. Officer who shot him was the 
sergeant in the army who had taught Tone how to use a rifle. 

Readied to start: ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ ‘SARATOGA,’ 
FOUNDRY,’ and ‘FIREFLY.’ 


‘THE 


Paramount 





Six in work, 8 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘WAIKIKI WEDDING,’ reported Variety, Dec. 30; ‘HIGH, WIDE AND 
HANDSOME,’ reported Jan. 13; ‘THE YEARS ARE SO LONG,’ reported 
Jan. 20; ‘I MET HIM IN PARIS,’ reported Feb. 3; ‘THE HILLS OF OLD 
WYOMING,’ ‘KING OF GAMBLERS,’ and ‘TURN OFF THE MOON,’ re- 
ported Feb. 24. None started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘MOUNTAIN MUSIC,’ ‘THAT TRAIN FROM MADRID,’ 
‘FORLORN RIVER,’ ‘EXCLUSIVE, ‘ARTISTS AND MODELS,’ ‘ANGEL,’ 


RKO-Radio 


Four in work, 11 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 
‘THE TOAST OF NEW YORK’ and ‘THE WOMAN I LOVE,’ reported 
Variety, Dec. 23; ‘STEPPING TOES,’ reported Jan. 6. Started last week: 

‘BORROWED TIME,’ produced by Maury Cohen, directed by Lew Land- 
ers, original story, Martin Mooney; screen play, Mooney and Arthur T. 
Forman. Cast: Helen Mack, Onslow Stevens, Hedda Honper, Paul Guil- 
foyle, Frank M. Thomas, Richard Lane, Murray Alper, Barbara Pepper, 
George Irving, William Corson, Patsy Lee Parsons, Dudley Clemens, Edgar 
Norton, Maxine Jennings, Edward Gargan, Willie Best. 

Story centers around track gambler who spreads his money among the 
needy as payment for good luck insurance. In addition to this he has a 
girl of the gold-digging type who, he believes, also brings him luck. Every- 
thing goes okay until he throws big party for orphanage on day of big 
handicap in which one of his horses is entered. The horse loses, and for 
the first time with most of his fortune staked on that horse, he finds his 
philosophy of good luck shattered. He goes to see his girl and finds her 
dead. P eeeeencgae point to him as the murderer, but eventually he is 
acquitted. 

Readied to start: ‘MISSUS AMERICA,’ ‘THERE GOES MY GIRL,’ ‘ALL 
IS CONFUSION,’ ‘SHE SANG FOR HER SUPPER,’ ‘YOU CAN’T BEAT 
LOVE,’ ‘GOING, GOING, GONE,’ ‘TOMORROW’S HEADLINES,’ ‘NEW 
FACES OF 1937,’ ‘SUPER SLEUTH.’ 


Republic 

Two in work, 8 editing, 8 preparing. In work: © 

‘THE HIT PARADE,’ reported Feb. 17. Started last week: 

‘NAVY BLUES,’ produced by Kert Kelly, directed by Ralph Staub; orig- 
inal and screenplay, Gordon Kahn and Eric Taylor. Cast: Mary Brian, 
Dick Purcell, Warren Hymer, Horace MacMahon, Joseph Sawyer. 

Stery concerns four pals who bet one can’t date up any girl they choose, 
Mary Brian, bespectacled librarian, is picked out, with Dick Purcell the 
go-getter. He dates the girl and wins the bet, but she learns of the scheme. 
In the meantime, Purcell is falsely accused of being a spy. Washup has 
Purcell capturing the spies. 

Readied to start: ‘RHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS,’ ‘EVER SINCE ADAM,’ 
and ‘LEGION OF THE LOST.’ 


United Artists 


One in work, none editing, 6 preparing. In work: 

‘THE WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ repcrted Variety, Feb. 24. 

Readied to start: ‘STELLA DALLAS,’ ‘HURRICANE,’ ‘VOGUES OF 1938,’ 
*THE RIVER IS BLUE,’ ‘PRISONER OF ZENDA,’ and ‘LET ME LIVE.’ 


20th-F ox 


Seven in work, 7 editing, 8 preparing. In werk: 

‘WAKE UP AND LIVE,’ ‘CAFE METROPOLE,’ and ‘WEE WILLIE 
WINKIE,’ reported Variety, Jan. 27; ‘THINK FAST, MR. MOTO,’ reported 
Feb. 17; ‘THIS IS MY AFFAIR,’ reported Feb. 24. Started last week: 

‘ANGEL’S HOLIDAY,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel, directed by Norman 
Foster, no writing credits. Cast: Jane Withers, Sally Blaine, Robert Kent, 
Joan Davis, Frank Jenks, John Qualen, Leon Janney, Jr., Al Lydell, John 
Kelly, Harold Huber, Russell Hopton, George Taylor, Cy Kendall, Troy 
Brown. 

Story depicts Jane Withers in her usual character of being responsible 
for getting people into hot water. She accompanies her father on a trip. 
While sitting in her berth she reads detective stories out loud and tries to 
act the parts with the story. A mysterious woman boards the train. She 
happens to be an actress accompanied by her p. a. Withers overhears plot 
for a mysterious disappearance of the actress. Hometowners turn out to 
meet the actress but find she has disappeared mysteriously. Withers tips 
off a newspaper man, who spoils the hoax. Actress goes to a farm. Gang- 
sters learn of the hideout and move in. They hold her for ransom until 
Withers, with aid of the newspaperman, comes to rescue. 

‘THE JONES FAMILY IN BIG BUSINESS,’ produced by Max Golden, 
directed by Frank Strayer, original by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan. 
Cast: Russell Gleason, Frank Conroy, Marjorie Weaver, Jed Prouty, Spring 
Byington, Shirley Deane, Florence Roberts, June Carlson, Kenneth Howell, 
Billy Mahin. 

Stery is another of Jones Family series. Daughter, in love with a small 
town boy, thinks he is too slow when a sharpshooter promoter blows into 
town with a big oil deal tucked under his wings. Jones endorses stock 
issue and promoter milks the town. In meantime, two of the boys in the 























Jones family have invented a super-charger, in which a capitalist is inter- 
(Continued on page 29) 





Studio Placements 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Grace Goodall, Frank Melton, 


Dora Early, Charles Hamilton, Ruth 
Hilliard, Marian Collins, Russell 
Collier, Carlyle Blackwell, Jr., Frank 
Wilson, Ed Brandenberg,. Walter A, 
Merrill, Robert Evans, Robert Dale, 
Clifford McDougall, Edna Altemus, 
Alma Chester, Mary Marsh, Almaden 
Fowler, Rhea Mayberry, Melissa 
Teneyck, Gertrude Weber, Byron 
Foulger, Fern Emmett, Georgia 
Cooper, Hugh McArthur, Ruth 
Cherrington, Helen Dixon, Charles 


Meakin, Bessie Wade, Fay Holder- 
ness, Edward Baker, Monte Vander- 
grift, Gladden James, Mary Black- 
wood, Ed Peil, Sr., Betty Farrington, 
William Marshali, C. A. Bachman, 
Walter Shumway, Jack Cheatham, 
Ted Vincent, Lloyd Ford, ‘The Devil 
Is Driving,’ Col. 

Leonard Mudie, 
Wolfe,’ Col. 

Earl Felton, writing original, “The 
Campus Mystery,’ Col. 

Mike Simmons, screen play, ‘Park 
Avenue Dame,’ Col. 





‘Return of Nero 


John Gallaudet, Ralph Byrd, 
Charles Hamilton, ‘Honeymoon Pi- 
lot,’ Col. 


Ray Bennett, Carleton Griffin, 
Stanley Mack, Edward Cobb, Nick 
Copeland, Richard Curtis, Dan Wol- 
heim, Bud Wiser, Earl Bunn, George 
Hoey, Richard Scott, Lee Shumway, 
William Bud Jamison, Beatrice Cur- 
tis, Joy Kendell, Ernie Adams, 
Harry Bernard, Bob Ellsworth, 
Ethan Laidlaw, Charles Sherlock, 
Jockey Haefli, Charles Callahan, 
‘Right Guy,’ Col. 

Jack Daley, Tom London, Arthur 
S. Hull, Jack Eagen, Mildred Gay, 
Boyd King, Margaret Mann, John 
Impolito, Ell McKenzie, Wilfred 
Hari, William Irving, Sidney Bracy, 
Arthur Wanzer. Tom Chatterton, 
Charles Sherlock, Charles Conrad, 
Howard Hickman, Frances Morris, 
od Thomas, ‘Venus Makes Trouble,’ 

ol. 

Lorraine Hayes, Nat Burns, ‘Scav- 
engers of Broadway,’ Conn. 

Raymond Walburn, ‘Broadway 
Melody of 1937,’ Col. 

yd Bevan, ‘Night Must Fall,” 

Esther Howard, Sherwood Bailey, 
‘Alias Jimmy Valentine,’ MG. 

Frank Shannon, Ralph Dunn, ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous,’ MG. 

Dave Snell. musical score, ‘I Stand 
Accused,’ MG. 

Louis Jean Heydt, Howard Mitch- 
ell, Don Brodie, Jesse A. Graves, 
Dell Henderson, William Newell, 
Ben Franklin Gibson, Granville 
Bates, ‘The Years Are So Long,’ Par. 

Pat West, Charles Williams, Mar- 
jorie Gateson, Jean Dixon, Grady 
Sutton, ‘Turn Off the Moon.” Par. 

Ethel Clayton, Gloria Williams, 
Sojin, Jr.. Richard Terry, Alfonse 
Pedrosa, Harry Tyler, Harold Ent- 
whistle, ‘Waikiki Wedding,’ Par. 

Egon Brecher, Hans Joby, ‘I Met 
Him in Paris,’ Par. 

Helen Burgess, Henry Rocque- 
more, Harvey Stephens, Porter Hall, 
Cecil Cunningham, Larry Crabbe, 
Colin Tapley. Priscilla Lawson, 
‘King of Gamblers,’ Par. 

Frank Mills, Tiny Jones, Richard 
Tucker, Torben Meyer. Armand Ka- 
liz, Jean Perry, Pete Theadore, Flor- 
ence Roberts, ‘Stepping Toes,’ RKO. 

Dick Paxton, Douglas Gordon, 
Caroline Grainger, Mary Ann Ed- 
wards, Bobby Dean, Joe Levine, Sid- 
ney Tilbrick, Moyer Bupp, Jerry 
Henry, Tony and Harry Pina, Duke 
Johnson, Frank LaRue, B. F. Blinn, 
Eddie Gribbon. Margaret Fielding, 
Ed Gargan. Buddy Frye. Billie Lech- 
ner, Ann Gillis, Harry Harvey, Ger- 
trude Fisher. ‘Borrowed Time.’ RKO. 

Charles Doherty, Mike Jeffries. 
Jack Egan, Margaret Morris, Isobel 
La Mol, Don Broche, Homer Dickin- 
son, Lynton Brent. Francis Tilton, 
Jack Kenny. Chris Franke, Stan 
Blystone, Robert Dudley, “Toast of 
New York,’ RKO. 

Billie Lechner, Cy Jenkins, Charles 
Painter, ‘Too Many Wives,’ RKO 

Roger Imhof, Marjorie Cameron, 
John T. Murphy. Sherry Hall, Ed- 
ward Keane, Pat West, ‘High, Wide 
and Handsome,’ Par. 

Jerry Tucker, Mary Ellen Percell, 
‘Outcast of Poker Flats,’ RKO. 

Loew, Hite and Stanlev. Sammy 
Lee. ‘New Faces of 1937,’ RKO. 

Edward Kelly. directs, ‘There 
Goes My Girl,’ RKO. 

Nat Perrin. screen play, ‘She Sang 
for Supper,’ RKO. 

S. K. Lauren, screen vlay, ‘Don’t 
Forget to Remember,’ RKO. 

Herman Mankiewicz, script, ‘Song 
of India,’ Lasky-RKO. 

Lon Chaney, Jr.. Harold Huber, 
Russell Hopton. Cv Kendall, John 
Kelly, Al Lydell. Troy Brown, Vir- 
ginia Sale, Frank Moran, Harrison 
Green. George Offerman, Jr., ‘An- 
gel’s Holiday,’ 20-F. 

Douglas Wood. W. S. McDonough, 
Ed Peil, Jack McHugh. George Reed, 
‘This Is My Affair,’ 20-F. P 

Fredrik Vogeding. Albert Conti, 
Paul Porcasi. ‘Cafe Metropole.’ 20-F. 

Theresa Harris. ‘Charlie Chan at 
the Olympics,’ 20-F. 

Maxine Francis, Emmett Vogan. 
Anthony Pawlev. Allen Fox, Louis 
Vincenct, Ray Cooper, Lester Door, 
‘Navy Blues.’ Rep. . 

Ranny W<eks, ‘The Hit Parade, 
Rep. 

Frank Layva, ‘The Painted Stal- 
lion,’ Rep. 
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Short Got Coin 


Greenville, S. C. 

Hoyle Wynne, Paris, aided and 
abetted a passably weak sister fea- 
ture film, ‘Palm Springs,’ with the 
exclusive Amity released pic version 
of Tennessee’s child bride marriage 
and by blowing up this short played 
to s.r.o. with customers consisting 
mainly of those attracted by morbid 
curiosity. 

Ed Petite, Rivoli, went to town 
last week with special art and nu- 
merous tricky gags to puff ‘Chan at 
the Opera’ into the blue chips. Petite 
played publicity from a ‘Karloff ver- 
sus Olandi’ angle since these two 
sinister actors are pitted against each 
other in film. A neatly printed card 
which at first sight appeared to be 
a reporter’s police card was given 
out at the door, creating much atten- 
tion to coming Chan pic. 

Fred Curdts, Ritz, playing return 
engagement Powell-Lombard ‘God- 
frey’ pic stepped in against last week 
for his slice of publicity pie by getting 
out the city Jirectory and sending 
out notes to all Godfreys listed en- 
closing ducats which were good 
when accompanied by one femme 
cash customer. Note read: ‘My Man 
Godfrey: The enclosed pass with one 
paid admission will admit you to the 
Ritz to see another Godfrey as My 
Man Godfrey. (Signed:) Fred Curdts, 
Mer. Ritz.’ Stunt worked word-of- 
mouth wonders. 


Scouts Flocked In 


Washington. 

Tie-up with Boy Scouts is natural 
with ‘Mind Your Own Business.’ 
Warner bally boys screened flicker 
for Scout officers and won letter 
from local Scout Executive to all 
scoutmasters. 

Letter was read at meetings all 
over town in which film was called 
‘great tribute to scouting and fine en- 
tertainment.’ House issued no invita- 
tions and kids didn’t come in official 
groups, but Saturday found down- 


town spot alive with  scout-age 
youngsters. 

Local Warner pub staff dug up 
natural in campaign on ‘Green 
Light.’ Pic concerns fight against 
spotted fever and Frank LaFalce, 
cap WB exploiteer, copped some 


space by screening it at nabe house 
for Public Health Service. Pay-off, 
however, came during preliminary 
arrangements when turned out that 
doctor in health agency actually 
went through thrills in pic. Chap is 
Dr. R. R. Spencer, mentioned by 
name in the film, is now senior 
surgeon with government agency. 

Theatre wrote yarn, dragging in 
Spencer’s experiments in Hamilton, 
Mont., in 1922, and landed nearly full 
column in news pages of Times, local 
Hearst sheet. 





‘Lights’ and ‘Cam’ 
Spartanburg, S. C. 

Playing all the angles, Broadway 
pulled exploitation on ‘Green Light,’ 
mystery film, by tying title in with 
Carolina-wide automobile _ traffic 
safety movement. 

Newspapers’ caution line, ‘Drive 
Carefully and Save a Life,’ was 
plugged in with a new one, coined 
for the stunt, ‘Wait for ‘The Green 
Light.’’ 

Carolina Motor Club, unit of Amer- 
ican Automobile Association, news- 
papers, automobile and accessories 
dealers and others, came in for spe- 
cial spreads the day before the show 
opened. Art used with build-up fea- 
tured Errol Flynn and Anita Louise, 
stars, the novel and the exhibitor. 
Some of spreads were stepped up to 
as much as a page in newspapers. 

Carolina, plugging ‘Camille,’ tied 
in with Wright-Scruggs for shoes and 
star photo displays. Robert Taylor 
and Greta Garbo art used to tie-in 
with spring showing of shoe styles 
for one of most attractive window 
displays of the whole week along the 
main stem. 





Garbo in Boston 


Joe Longo, of the Loew Boston 
theatres, got two full pages, one in 
the Post and the other in the Ameri- 
can on Garbo in ‘Camille.’ He also 
landed a six day serialization in the 
Globe, which used a two column cut 
each day. There were also roto 
shots in the Herald and Sunday 
Globe and the daily Globe. 

Plenty of windows, with one store 
Siving pictures of Taylor, book 
markers and four e.t. broadcasts over 
as many air lanes. 





Just Shooting 


Jack Fuld. up from the southland, 
reports an eight-foot by 22-inch sign 
over a Richmond restaurant which 
ran, ‘When You're in Love’ (or any 
other time). vou have to eat.’ 

No theatre credit; just the title. 
But it seemed to help. 


World Pictu 
of matches 3’ 
rade in Vienna,’ 
ture is big, too. 
letter, 


es is mailing out cards 


Copy tells the pic- 
Better than a form 


by 4% on ‘Masque- | 


Two for Pennies 


Ed Rosenbaum, who is now an- 
chored in Boston territory as pro- 
motion ‘man for Columbia pix, 
writes he has had plenty of success 
in that section on ‘Pennies from 
Heaven’ with the stunt of offering 
a $1 bank account to every “bundle 
from heaven’ born during the run 
of the picture. Savings bank will 
generally kick in with the buck 
with the understanding it is not to 
be withdrawn for a certain period. 
Idea is that it helps get the parents 
into the thrift habit. 

Another good one in that section 
is a bowl of new pennies in a mer- 
chant’s window with prizes to those 
who most accurately estimate the 
number of coins. Better to say ‘es- 
timate’ than ‘guess,’ since the post 
office objects to guessing contests. 

Third gag is a down and outer 
parading with an umbrella upside 
down. Front and back signs inform 
crowd he is waiting for Pennies 


stating the dates. 


Off the Usual 
Pittsburgh. 

Unusual newspaper ads _ being 
turned out by John Goring, manager 
of Fulton, continuing to get plenty of 
attention around here. Goring’s re- 
cent backhanded slap at opposition 
recently created quite a stir, but not 
half the stir that occurred when a 
couple of weeks later he turned the 
other cheek and mentioned opposish 
houses and their attractions in his 
own ad. 

This week, in heralding holdover 
of ‘On the Avenue,’ Goring hit on 
something that town hasn't seen. His 
ad was in script form and addressed 
individually and personally to film 
crick on each sheet, asking reviewer 
to inform his readers that flicker 
was staying, and thanking him for 
helving put it over. For a follow-up 
he spotted cartoon ads in dailies, sim- 
ilar to ones Theatre Guild has occa- 
sionally used in ‘New Yorker. 

First of these showed two fellows 
at a station information booth. Be- 
side them stood a painted sign an- 
nouncing ‘Avenue’ at Fulton, and had 
ere of birds saying to the other: ‘Why 
not? It’s the second week, and I’m 
getting tired telling ’em.’ 








Twins for Arliss 


Milton Marien, manager of the 
N. Y. Criterion, put over a smart 
stunt for Arliss in ‘Man of Affairs’ 
when that. picture’ started off. 
Foundation of the idea was that 
WINS broadcasts an Inquiring Re- 
porter stunt from the Crit lobby each 
noon. For a week in advance Bill 
Harding, who does the announcing 
told listeners that there presently 
«would- be an important message for 
twins, 

Message, when it came, was to the 
effect that the Crit was looking for 
twins and asking all twins to write 
in to the theatre. About 700 did so 
and received a letter telling them to 
go to a certain department store 
with their twin and get photographed 
without cost. At the store the 
letter was stamped and then served 
to admit the twins to a specified 
showing of the picture, in which 
Arliss plays twin brothers. At the 
conclusion of the show a committee, 
having made a selection from the 
photographs, invited the originals to 
the stage for a close-up judging and 
then awarded twin prizes. Pictures 
had been previously used for lobby 
display, and got plenty of attention. 
Prizes were donated by a jeweler in 
return for the air advertising. 
Seemed to help the pix to hold up. 





Encouraging Songsmiths 
Baltimore. 


Ted Routson of the Hippodrome, 
local combo house, sailed into show- 
ing of Grace Moore ‘When You're in 
Love’ with a three-way ‘Write a 
Song’ tie-up. Wire from Miss Moore 
offering three prizes for total of $50 
started a daily splash in the News- 
Post, local Hearst sheet, with suit- 
able art from film. 

Contest to run for two weeks (run 
of the film), with final judging by 


broadcast over WBAL and song se- 
lected to be played by Eddie Duchin 
during week of his appearance on 
Hipp stage March 5. An avalanche 


A Frame-Up 


strong for direct-by-mail solicitation 
and gets out some novel pieces. His 
latest is a leatherette frame of nice 


I Love.’ Frame contains an auto- 
graphed picture of Miriam Hopkins, 
who is the lead in the picture of the 
same title. A card attached suggests 
that the recipient keep it as is until 
he has played the pix. Then he can 
use it for his wife or best girl. 
Probably runs up the postage bill, 
but its the second year Bam has 
been working by mail, so it must pay. 





from Heaven to come to the theatre, | 





Blackstone Was There 


There could be no question as to 
whether Blackstone was in Norfolk 
lately. The magician was playing a 
date at Loew’s State, and they 
smeared him all over the newspaper. 
Philco radios were all tied in to his 
trick of producing a Philco set, a 
mail order company hooked in to 
him on a tire trick, he made an air 
appearance on two ‘casts, one of 
which was a bridge game in a furni- 
ture store window against local ex- 
perts, and such smaller commodities 





|as bread and ginger ale hooked in. | 


| There 


were about three pages of | 
blackstone ads and another page and 
a half of text. 

It was a swell layout and reflects 


| credit on whoever it was who played | 


| the 


local end. Blackstone can pull | 


| plenty, but he has to have a local | 


| end. 


| 





prominent local musical figures to be | 


of scripts flowed in right off the bat. | 


Leon J. Bamberger. sales promo- 
tion manager for RKO-Radio. is | 


appearance, gilt lettered “The Woman | 


| let contract for 


| bus,, 


Weil’s Directors 


Joe Weil, of Universal, gets right 
up to the moment with a novelty 
in the shape of a pipe cleaner man- 
nikin to advertise ‘Top of the Town.’ 
Body is formed from the fuzzy pipe 
cleaners and only lately hit 
Broadway stores. Now it’s working 
for Universal, 

Sent to the usual mailing list. 


Bobby Breen in Braille 


Hollywood. 


Sol Lesser, producer of ‘Rainbow 
on the River,’ sent out 1,000 special 
recordings of the music for the pic- 
ture to a list of blind people. 

Lesser is following up, to this hith- 
erto untouched fan audience, by 
sending to same list Braille photos 
of his young star, Bobby Breen. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 





St. Louis. 


Fox-Midwest Theatres of Kansas 


City, Mo., plan early erection of 1,200 
seater in Mt. Vernon, Il, to cost 
$150,000. 


Fire damaged theatre in Hoopes- 
ton. Ill., owned by McFadden estate 
$23,500 recently. 

O. W. Stiegemeyer, St. Louis the- 
atre architect drawing plans for new 


theatre in Alton, Ill, for E. K. 
Elfgen. 

Majestic, Jacksonville, M1.  re- 
opened after alterations. 

Steve Farrar’s Grand and Or- 


pheum, Harrisburg, IIll., shuttered be- 
cause of Ohio river flood, reopened. 

W. A. Collins, owner of theatre at 
Metropolis, Ill., which was closed be- 
cause flood prevented receipt of 
films, reopened with benefit night for 
flood sufferers. 

Nash-Holloway Theatre Corp. has 
erection of 1,000- 
seater at Olive street and North and | 
South roads. . 

Clintonia, Clinton, Ill., reopened. 

Pythian, Marshall, Ill., newly fur- 
nished, reopened by Ralph Endicott. 

L. J. Bennett, Perkin, Ill., head of 
Bennett Theatres, Inc., will erect 
1,250-seater in Perkin. 





Pittsburgh. 

Princess theatre, in Squirrel Hill 
district, opened just a few months 
ago, has been taken over from origi- 
nal owners by Beacon Amuse. Co. 
of Pittsburgh, under direction of 
M. W. Korach. Name of house will 
be changed to Beacon. 

Warner’ Brothers opened new 
Squirrel Hill theatre Sunday night 
(21), giving circuit two houses in 
that section within three blocks of 
each other. Allan Davis, formerly at 
Strand, named manager. 





Lincoln. 


Charley Williams, MPTOA prexy 
of Omaha, here busy with legislative 
lobbying, is also directing enlarge- 
ments for his booth in the Park, 
Omaha. 

Wymore, Neb., will have another 
house sometime this spring when 
R. W. (Bob) Small opens his new 
cne. Small had the lyric which was 
destroyed by fire Nov. 1, 1936. 

Making it 56 theatres now, Harry 
Weinberg recently added two to his 
string in Iowa and Nebraska. 





Atlanta. 
Resignation of J. J. Harber as as- 
sistant manager of Lucas & Jenkins’ 
Capitol theatre brings W. W. Wilkin 


from chain’s Georgia to Cap and 
moves B. T. Gaddis, of Fox staff, 
to Wilkin’s post. Harber is now 


booker for Tom Bailey’s chain of 
colored houses. 

Martin Theatres, Inc., of Colum- 
Ga., have re-leased Rylander 
theatre, in Americus, Ga., for three 
years. J. N. Morgan is manager. 

Martin & Thompson, operators of 
Haven theatre in Canton, Ga., are 
planning new and larger house to 
replace old one. 





Spartanburg, S. C. 
Motion picture examiners board 
named here by city council, follow- 
ing adoption of ordinance requiring 
exnminations as to experience, etc., 
for stagehands. electricians, projec- 
tionists and others. Frank Amos of 


Wilby-Kincey’s State named. on 
board with two city officials. 
State, Concord. damaged by fire 


night of Feb. 20 but all patrons out 
safely. 
Springfield, O. 

Reopening of Majestic, closed since 
1928. for showing of first run films | 
scheduled«er- three months hence. 
Regent-State Cornoration (Chakeres) 
will operate the house. 





Memphis. 
M. A. Lightman has purchased the 
Canitol and six stores, a suburban | 
house for $59.000 from the Union & | 
II- 4 °c antl | 
Planters Bank. 


Springfield. O. | 
Majestic. closed since 1928, is be- 
ing reopened, 


Greenville, S. C. 


Bob Bruns, for years connected 
with the Carolina, resigned to go 


into other biz here. 

George H. Behlen, said to have 
been pioneer in first record chang- 
ing electric phonographs, now head 
electrician and trouble-shooter with 
Carolina-Rivoli here. 

Paris theatre broke out last week 
with first foreign dialogue film seen 
here. Pic, ‘La Maternelle,’ booked 


the | 





Twins and ‘Girls’ 


Spartanburg, S. C, 
State three-sheeted stunt to admit 
free all twins to ‘Their Relations,’ 
Laurel and Hardy feature-length 
comedy wherein the principals play 
the roles of twins. Newspapers came 


| in nicely on idea as many pairs of 


} tWINns 


thronged house for 
of show. 


‘Three 


opening 


Smart Girls’ idea copied 


| by many stores in Sunday merchan- 


dising advts., following co-operation 
of Carolina management. Star art, 
2-cols. by 10 inches deep, was loaned 
lo centerpiece special pages effects. 
Typical advertising caption: ‘This 
Page Will Appeal to ‘Smart Girls.’ 

Beauty shops, women’s furnishing 


stores and similar layouts proved 
to be best approaches for selling 
| stunt. Consistent advance plugging 
and advertising and merchandising 


| window 


| ideas, 


tie-ups, using newspapers, radio and 
displays with shifting of 
merchandise* in some instances to 
house lobbies, have greatly increased 
grosses, managers’ reported _ this 
week-end. 

Wilby-Kincey comes in for cream 
of exploitation but majority of 
houses, even second runs, have 
pepped up their advertising and 
made departures from stock stuff 
sent out from producers. Majority 
of exhibitors now do not supply 
newspapermen with press’ books, 
mats or clippings except on request, 
leaving the newshawks to their own 
thus producing many new 


| angles in writing and reviews treat- 


here by Greenville Woman’s College | 


was screened at 11 P. M. 
sked over for day. 
cated fell over 
buying tix. 


Pseudo-sophisti- 
each other at b. o. 





Winnipeg. 

Winnipeg is to have a new film 
exchange building, according to Col. 
John Cooper, Toronto, of the Cana- 
dian Film Distributors. Building 
will be erected on Colony street 
across from the Hudson’s Bay store, 
approxirnately $100,000. Ready for 
occupancy Oct. 15. 

Companies to move from the old 


after Paris | 


ment, 


Plugged Songs 


Columbus, 

Cooperation of all radio stations 
and dance spots in Columbus was en- 
listed by John Barcroft of the RKO 
Palace in campaign for Grace 
Moore's ‘When You're in Love.’ 

Barcioft conducted a ‘Grace Moore 
Sons Contest,’ advertising in classi- 


| fied pages of newspapers for girl to 


exchange on Hargrave street to the | 


new location are Paramount, Empire 
Films, Canadian Universal Film, Co- 
lumbia, RKO, 20th Century-Fox, 
United Artists and Vitagraph. 





Charlotte, N. C. 

The 
that North Carolina Theatres, Inc., 
operate in the Carolinas gathered 
here last week for a conference. 
Plans for the spring season were dis- 
cussed. H. F. Kincey, president of 
the company, addressed the group, 
as did Roy Smart, North Carolina 
district manager; Warren Irvin, 
South Carolina district manager; 
Harry Hardy, booker, and Henry 
Anderson, head of the legal depart- 
ment. 

Stanley theatre, Albemarle, which 
was badly damaged by fire, to be 
repaired as soon as an insurance ad- 
justment is completed, 





- Denver. 

Denver offices of Fox, Gaumont- 
British, Grand National and Repub- 
lic are moving into their new ‘head- 
quarters now that the buildings 
erected by J. T. Sheffield, Republic 
franchise Owner in Denver and the 
Pacific northwest, have been com- 
pleted. Sheffield leased one build- 
ing to Fox and G-B, and Republic 
and Grand National will occupy the 
other. 

Fire in the booth of the Royal the- 


managers of the 40 theatres | 


| 


| 


, band had a radio broadcast, girl also 


atre at Laurel, Mont., destroyed some | 


of the sound equipment. 





Milwaukee. 
Jack Le Vois, former assistant 
supervisor of the Fox theatres in 
Wisconsin outside of Milwaukee, has 
been appointed manager of the Wis- 
consin, ace film house of Milwaukee. 
Le Vois succeeds Roland Douglas, 
who resigned to engage in the pro- 
motion of outdoor opera in Milwau- 
kee for a group of financial folk 

whose identity was not disclosed. 





New Haven. 
Gene Brassil, assistant manager 
Roger Sherman here, gets a boost 


to manager’s post of Empress, Dan- 
bury. Charles Harvey, manager of 
Empress, shifts to similar job at Al- 
hambra, Torrington. 





Boston. 
Vaughn O'Neill, assistant manager 
at the Orpheum for the past year, 
has been transferred 
tion at the State. 
assistant from the State, steps into 
O'Neill's snowshoes, 





Philadelphia 
A new pix house will be erected in 


Kensington by Louis Rovner, pro- 
prietor of Parkside, Camden. Will 
seat 800. 
Chicago. 
Mort Goodman, formerly’ with 
Warner Bros. theatres in Cleveland, 


has joined the Filmack Trailer com- 
pany here in charge of advertising. 


to same posi- | 


Frank Murphy, | 





sing Grace Moore’s song from the 
picture. Newspapers also cooperated 
with news space plugging contest. 
Result was nearly 200 applications 
from girl singers. 

Final auditions were held at State 
restaurant night before film opened 
at Palace. Each girl sang a number 
wit. Ernie McKay’s orchestra as her 
tryout. 

Winner of contest was taken on 
round-the-town tour on first and sec- 
ond nights of run of picture, visiting 
every dance spot and dine-and-dance 
Dlace in the city and singing songs 
frum the film with the orchestra, If 


went on air with the sons. Of 
course, plugs for the picture accom- 
panied every appearance. 





Aftermath 


Recently Ben M. Cohen, of the Cole 
lege, New Haven, went on the road 
to help ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ contract- 
ing schools and colleges. In one col- 
lese he found an English professor 
who was a regular patron of the 10c, 
neighborhood house and an enthu- 
siast on pictures. But there was one 
fly in the savant’s ointment. He saw 
the picture but could not remember 
who played which part. He guve 
Cohen an argument in favor of not 
only repeating the program at the 
close of the pic, but he argued for a 
brief sketch of each of the leading 
players. 

Universal, and sometimes some of 
the other companies, repeat the pro- 
gram at the end, but it would not be 
feasible to add a biography. But it is 
entirely practical to supply this in- 
formation in the lobby, and it very 
probably would help materially to 
build interest in the secondary play- 
ers. And anything that will help de- 
velop the interest of the cash cus- 
tomers is good exploitation. An in- 
formation frame in the lobby will 
certainly get attention and make for 
interest. It does not have to be elab- 
orate—merely informative. Most of 
the stuff could be taken from the 
press book. The _ centerpiece, of 
course, would be the cast, and it 
might pay to typewrite the cast 
where the press book cuts it to a six 
point. However, most books give the 
cast in 10 or 12 point, which can eas- 
ily be_read. Most press books print 
brief comment on the first six to 10 
plavers, and this could be played up 
with perhaps an explanatory line 
such as ‘The District Attorney is,’ 
and just below the biog of the char- 
acter. It might also help to clip a 
scene cut or two, with the players 
clearly named. Such a frame prob- 
ably would pay its small cost many 
times over. Why not try it? 


Band Concert 
Manager who recently used a ha- 


zooka orchestra for Bob Burns pub- 
licity is carrying the idea a step far- 
| thei The bazooka band was com- 
posed of the pupils of one of the 
erade schools. There are © such 
chools in town, and the manacer has 
hung up a $25 prize for the hest mu- 


(Continued on page 29) 
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GAZE INTO THE MOUTH ‘ 


‘read your box-office iit 
future! .. . Here comes ge 
Astrologer Joe, born under £ iain 
the Planet Zowie, cursed by = - 

the Sign of the Bull!... Let 

the trade paper boys who saw 
the Coast Preview tell you ae 
about Swami Joe, fortune- §& et 
telling marvel of the Midway! — 
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Stenching of 6 S-C Houses Viewed 
As Move Vs. Mergers of Ops’ Unions 


In view of the fact that favorable 
progress, through three conferences 
during the past week, was being 
made toward the absorption of the 
Empire State operators union by 
Local 306, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators of New York, the stench- 
ing of six Springer & Cocalis thea- 
tres Saturday night (27) leads inside 
union sources to believe that some- 
one is trying to upset the merger. 
It is stressed by the same sources 
that while possibly of a purely co- 
incidental nature, several Harry 
Brandt houses were stenched the 
very night 306 and Allied forces 
were discussing similar details look- 
ing toward a combination of the 
two unions. Brandt houses for sev- 
eral years have been Allied-manned 
but responsibility for the bombing 
of his properties during operating 
hours was never fixed by the 
mayor’s committee which quickly 
laid down the law and virtually 
made the two booth organizations 
combine. 


What Mayor LaGuardia’s commis- 
sion will do following the bombing 
of the Springer-Cocalis houses, also 
at a time when merging was under 
discussion, is yet to become known 
but expected that 306, which now 
includes Allied, will press the com- 
mittee for action. Police, meantime, 
are guarding all of the 38 S-C thea- 
tres in New York and Brooklyn. 


One of the things that somewhat 
complicated the absorption of Em- 
pire by 306 up to now was an in- 
junction which Springer & Cocalis 
obtained in Brooklyn two years ago 
restraining Empire from breaking 
the contract S. & C. had with that 
union. .This contract expired Tues- 
day (23), leaving Empire on a 
month-to-month basis in the S. & C. 
houses. The union also has mem- 
bers. in A. H. Schwartz’s Century 
circuit in Brooklyn but no injunc- 
tion stood in the waxthere. 

Desire to bring Empire into 306 
goes back as far as the administra- 
tion of Harry Sherman, who sought 
to merge the so-called ‘rump’ union 
with his own. That was prior to 
1934, with Allied in the meantime 
springing up to further complicate 
the whole situation. At that time, 
Empire was cross-picketing 306. It 
later dropped the practice, Allied 
taking it up. 

The Emp union has a membership 
of around 225, of which about 125 
men are employed at present in S-C 
and Schwartz theatres, two of the 
largest independent chains in the 
Greater New York area. While dis- 
cussions for merging 306 and Emp 
during the pasi week brought up 
the problem of what to do abcut 
Empire’s unemployed, it was stated 
at 306 that this matter did not seem 
to present a difficulty. However, 
306’s membership is now topheavy, 
being 2,175 with the induction into 
that union of all of Allied’s 350 men. 

The six S. & C. houses bombed 
were all on upper Broadway in 
Manhaitan and are among the best 
theatres in the chain, which since 
the recent death of Jack Springer. 
is headed by Sam Cocalis. They 
were the Beacon, Stoddard, 77th St., 
Symphony, Carlton and Olympia. 
Around 50 people suffered injuries. 

Reports that an indie union trying 
to organize ushers and other service 
employees may have been responsi- 
ble for the stenchings, is pooh- 
poohed. The International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees has 
complete jurisdiction over these 
workers in theatres, though unor- 
ganized. 

Following the stenching, Emp and 
the S-C interests got together Mon- 
day (1) to discuss contractual terms 
on a different basis, with result Emp 
has an ace in the hole through an 
agreement to continue in SC the- 
atres but, on the other hand, if 
merger plans eventuate, it can with- 
draw from these theatres at any 
time on a reported two-week can- 
cellation notice. 

It is pointed out that Emp signed 
this contract so that it would be 
protected in the event merger nego- 
tiations with 306 came a_ cropper. 
Without the contract, should such 








Geo. Walsh Goes Lawyer | 


George Walsh, Paramount’s upstate 
N. Y. theatre partner, is being ad- 
mitted to the bar today (Wed.). He 
will be sworn in at Brooklyn. 


While Walsh studied law years ago 
and passed his examinations, he 
never went through the motions of 
being officially admitted to the bar, 
having swerved into the theatre 
operating field instead. He declares 
he has no intention of practicing law, 
although he now can do so. 


NW Allied Meets 
To Back Up New 
Anti-Chain Bill 


Minneapolis, March 2. 

Holding an ‘emergency’ meeting 
here this week, Northwest Allied 
States will map out plans to put its 
forces behind a bill in the Minnesota 
legislature prohibiting producers and 
distributors from owning or operating 
theatres and which would compel 
the Minnesota Amusement Co. 
(Publix) to divorce itself from more 
than 80 theatres in this state. 


The body also will be called upon 
to oppose measures now in the legis- 
lature prohibiting theatre gift nights 
and requiring employers to give | 
their help one day’s rest in seven at 
prevailing wage scales. Another bill 
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*of projectionist 








in the legislature providing for day- 
light saving and opposed by exhibi- | 
tors is believed to be dead, having 
been ‘indefinitely postponed’ in the | 
House. 


In North Dakota the bill pro- 
hibiting producer-distributor owner- 
ship and operation of theatres, al- 
ready passed by the lower house, is 
expected'to be reported out of com- 
mittee to the Senate this week. At 
a committee hearing last week, two 
independent exhibitors along with 
John J. Friedl and L. J. Ludwig of 
Publix opposed the bill. H. M. 
Ritchey, Detroit, prominent in na- 
tional Allied States’ counsels, to- 
gether with W. A. Steffes and Bennie 
Berger, urged favorable action. Ten 
Publix theatres would be affected. 





Columbus, March 2, 
Directors of the Independent Thea- 
tre Owners of Ohio will meet here 
March 9 to discuss the nine bills 
now before the Ohio General As- 
sembly which would affect theatre 
biz. 





Set Wehrenberg Fete 


St. Louis, March 2. 

Barney Rosenthal, St. Louis rep- 
resentative for Republic, retiring 
chief barker of local Variety Club, 
was presented with a traveling bag 
by members at meeting held in new 
and enlarged quarters in Coronado 
hotel Friday (26). Ray Colvin, pres. 
Exhibitors’ Supply Co., is incumbent 
chief barker. 

Plans are progressing for circus 
carnival testimonial dinner to be 
given for Fred Wehrenberg, owner 
of string of nabes and pres. MTOA 
of Eastern Missouri and Southern 
Illinois at Jefferson hotel next Thurs- 
day (11). Dinner is being given in 
recognition of Wehrenberg’s 30 years 
as St. Louis exhibitor. Profit of 
dinner will be donated to Child Con- 
servation Conference, local organiza- 
tion for under privileged school 
children. 








negotiations be dropped, there would 
be nothing to stop 306 from making 
a drive for the S-C houses to the 
utter exclusion of Empire. On the 
other hand, if the Emp-306 combina- 
tion goes through, it is merely a 
formality for Emp to cancel the con- 
tract which it has taken. 
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BNCTON SIT-DOWN 'Drastic 30-Hour Measure (Black's) 


MAY HASTEN IT 


—_—.- 


Vertical Unionization of 
Theatres Seen in Hub 
Strike of Film Exchange 
Help—lIf Tied in With the 
Boothmen, It Could Para- 
lyze the _  Exhibitors— 


Especially in Rural and 
Small-Town Nabes 


a 


GRAVE IMPORT 


The sit-down strike of employes 
in the Boston film exchanges last 
week was viewed with considerable 
concern by leaders high in the in- 
dustry, not because of the possibility 
that attempts to unionize workers 
will be made in other exchange cen- 
ters, but because of the threatened 
tie-in with projectionists. Obviously 
this would cripple exhibitors in 
rural communities and small cities 
if carried out fully because of non- 
union operators employed in these 
spots. 

Industry spokesmen claimed that 
the attempt to form a union of ex- 
change Boston un- 
doubtedly would bring them under 
American Federation of Labor jur- 
isdiction and invoke the sympathy 
case of 


employes in 


locals in 
non-recognition by company em- 
ployers. That the situation is 
fraught with grave potentialities is 
the opinion expressed this week by 
numerous film company leaders. 
The Nationdl Labor Relations law 
(Wagner-Connery act) requires that 
various employers bargain Gollec- 
tively with a majority of employes, 
with the group showing a majority 
of workers being the bargaining 
body. This law is now up for de- 
cision before the U. S. supreme court 
but until it is ruled out, the law 
forces more or less complete or- 
ganization of the industry. 


Active executives in the film busi- 
ness are familiar with the back- 
ground of union operation which 
seems to point towards full coopera- 
tion between projectionist unions 
and a union of picture exchange 
workers. The IATSE has. been 
planning for several years to organ- 
ize theatrical employes in all phases, 
including exchange workers, theatre 
doormen, cashiers,’ bill posters, art- 
ists, janitors, etc. That is no news 
to the company officials but the close 
affiliation of projectionist locals with 
the IATSE indicates that the effort 
to form picture exchange workers 
into unions is the opening gun in 
the fight to organize all down the 
line. 


There is no doubt but that the 
sympathy of the film exchange 
unions for the projectionists and 
vice-versa would exert tremendous 
leverage in paving the way for a 
complete closed shop, say those fa- 
miliar with the set-up. 

Once a film exchange local is 
started in operation in territories 
where there are many non-union 
projectionists working, exhibitors 
may be forced to install union oper- 
ators in their booths or have their 
film service cut off. 

For instance, in the district about 
Memphis, which is rated a highly 
important exchange center, a num- 
ber of small-town picture theatres 
use non-union projectionists at the 
present time. With a union con- 
trolling al! exchange workers, the 
Memphis local could work hand-in- 
hand with existing operator’s union 
to force exhibitors to employ only 
union boothmen. Exhibs would be 
confronted with 
either using union men in their film 
projection or having their picture 
service halted from the exchange by 
sympathetic workers at the exchange 
center. 


— 


the problem of | 


May Hasten Milder NRA for All Biz 








No Restraint 





In a Brooklyn bankie house 
one night during the past week, 
a fan indicated public feeling 
about the cash giveaway prop- 
Osition by getting up in the 
audience and snorting: 

‘Bank nights—phooey!’ 


+ iat 


While all plans for a substitute for 
the old NRA, as known to the pic- 
ture business, still are in the forma- 
tive stages, industry tycoons are 
hopeful that so-called objectionable 
angles of the former Blue Eagle setup 
will be eliminhated in the new admin- 
istration creation. 

Attitude of former NRA officials 
is that the administration has certain 











MAY SEE MORE 
FIREWORKS 


There may be fireworks at the 
hearing on the Roxy theatre reor- 
ganization plan which will be held 
Friday (5) before Federal Judge 
Francis Caffey. Proponents of the 
plan represent approximately 63-65% 
of the outstanding $3,700,000 aggre- 
gate amount of first mortgage bonds. 
Greater proportionate representation 
may be required for the plan to win. 

Indie bondholders 
ing for a stronger position in the sit- 
uation. Indicative of this is the fact 
that there has been fairly substantial 
movement in the bonds downtown 
over the past couple of weeks. 

There appears to be arounc. $1,500,- 
000 aggregate amount of first mort- 
|gage bonds dissenting or not ac- 
counted for in the situation. This is 
|a considerable amount and permits 
no certainty as to the ultimate out- 
come of the situation. The situation 
on the bonds leaves the indie side 
wide open and presumably strong. 

The current proposal before the 
court calls for control of the theatre 
by 20th Century-Fox under an ad- 
vantageous condition inclusive of a 
20-year film franchise to the theatre. 


It is no secret that Harry Arthur 
has been winging towards a deal 
from 20th Century-Fox to let him 
operate the theatre for the company 
in the event the film firm acquires 
the house. This does not mean that 
Arthur will operate personally but 
that interests associated with him 
would be in charge, possibly Jack 
Partington, on a nominal compensa- 
tion basis. However, it is official 
that no such deal has been closed. 


Roxy’s Earnings 


Roxy theatre, N. Y., made a net 
profit of $76,258 during the period 
from Dec. 31 to Jan. 28, according 
to the monthly report of Howard S. 
Cullman, trustee, which was filed in 
N. Y. Federal Court Monday (1). At 
the same time Cullman reported to 
the court that for the 27 weeks from 
July 3 to Jan. 7 the theatre had a 
net profit of $97,726. 

The trustee estimated that from 
June 15, 1934, when the theatre went 
into the hands of a receiver up to 
Jan. 7 last the Roxy’s total net 
profits amounted to $375,027. 

For the 27 weeks from July 3, the 
income from _ admissions totaled 
$950,059. The number of people 
visiting the theatre was 2,267,077, or 
an average of 11,995 weekly. 

The report states that the funded 





which $4,237,900 is in first mortgage 
bonds and $1,763,862 
notes. 


$1,818,717. 





RKO’s French Talker 


‘Cloistered,’ when it 


has started another 


foreign 


tered’ was 
‘Carnival’ still remains 
but with English titles. 


in French 





bee, Brooklyn, double feature. 


ROXY HEARING 


are maneuver- | 


debt of the theatre is $6,001,763, of 


in five-year 
A deficit as of Jan. 7, 1937, 
for the corporation was reported as 


Encouraged by the returns on 
played in 
Greater New York, the RKO circuit 
lan- 
guager, ‘Carnival in Flanders’ on a 
tour of its New York theatres, ‘Clois- 
English-dubbed while 


definite ideas on economic and labor 
problems as well as agriculture. The 
Black 30-hour week measure, now 
pending in Congress, which has been 
given unqualified endorsement by 
all labor organizations, is the threat 
which is expected to swing the ad- 
ministration into action. It is gener- 
|ally regarded in New York that the 
Roosevelt administration will attempt 
to head off passage of the Black bill 
| with a milder plan for hours, wages 
| and industry problems, 


This new NRA substitute may take 
| the form of registration for all cor- 
| porations engaged in interstate com- 
|merce. Or it may be put through 
| by means of the regulation of inter- 
state commerce through the Federal 
Trade Commish to curb unfair com- 
| petition. 








Leaders in the film industry are 
hopeful that the new alignment wit® 
| be in the nature of semi-control. Such 
a plan would be patterned along the 
lines of individual trade organiza- 
tions that would be designated to 
carry out the rules and regulations 
laid down by some Federal agency, 
commission or body. These would 
specify what could and could not be 
done in the matter of m'‘nimum 


wages. maximum hours and other 
reforms deemed essential. It would 
(Continued on page 27) 





75 PAR-ITES ALL SE7 


FOR MIAMI CONVENTION 


The official list of Paramourt thee 
atre, sales, legal, insurance and other 
executives who will attend the three- 
day convention in Miami March 18- 
20, with expenses paid for them- 
selves and wives by Par, stands at 
75. It includes all of Paramount’s 
partners and operators, whom Y, 
Frank Freeman prefers to call asso- 
ciates, with the exception of Sol 
Gordon of the Clements & Gordon 
Texas chain, whose wife is seriously 
ill. 

In addition to home office execu- 
tives in various branches and out- 
of-town operating associates, Par is 
bringing the chief auditors of eight 
of its larger circuits to the conven- 
tion. These include the comptrollers 
of Balaban & Katz, Wilby-Kincey, 
Interstate circuit, Famous Players- 
Canadian, Saenger, Mullin & Pinan- 
ski, Lucas-Jenkins and the North- 
western Minnesota Amus. Co. They 
will be there to provide figures for 
their respective territories. In addi- 
tion, Adolph Zukor and Christopher 
J. Dunphy are coming on from the 
Coast, both to return to New York 
immediately after the Miami con- 
clave. 


Harry Royster of the Par theatre 
department and Al Wilkie; manager 
of Par’s publicity division under Bob 
Gillham, leave today (Wed.) for 
Miami to make arrangements for the 
convention, and will remain thefe 
until it convenes. Plans to premiere 
a Par picture at the time of the con- 
vention are under consideration, but 
original thought that it would be 
‘Swing High, Swing Low’ is now out. 

Those from the home office, in ad- 
dition to Royster and Wilkie, who 
will attend the Par theatre meet. are 
Barney Balaban, Stanton L. Griffis, 
Y. Frank Freeman, Montague Gow- 
thorpe, Leon Netter, Austin C, 
Keough, Neil F. Agnew, J. J. Unger, 
Charles Reagan, Fred Mohrharat, F. 
Paul Phillips, Frank Meyers, Harry 
Nadel, Robert Weitman, Jack Knight, 
Bob Gillham and R, M. Anderson. 

One of the partners going down in 








, | advance to vacation prior to the cone 


vention is Nate Goldstein, Massachue 


Latter already has played at Al-/| setts affiliate, who leaves with Mrs, 


| Goldstein today (Wed.) by ear. 
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there’s somebody wants 


to talk to you about 
MAYTIME™! 


(Watch the headlines from now on! “MAYTIME” starring Jeanette 
MacDonald and Nelson Eddy is on the way from M-G-M.) 
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Too Much Grief Causes N. Y. Chains 
To Drop Prize Giveaways; Sabotage 


* 





Behind that Loew and RKO an- 
nouncement during the past week 
that these chains will discontinue 
audience games such as bank nite 
and screeno is one of those things 
motivated by a degree of public dis- 
approval of bank nite methods and 
awards generally. Too much turmoil 
has been evidencing itself on prize 
nights, in many instances, and the 
increasing sabotage of theatre equip- 
ment and furniture by disappointed 
or disgruntled patrons became a 
mounting headache in some neigh- 
borhoods. 

The sabotage is understood to have 
reached more than ordinary propor- 





Trendle’s Secceielel 
Marquee Fight in Det. 


Detroit, March 2. 
Marquees on loop houses, located 
on wider Woodward Avenue, were 
saved from the scrap-heap last week 





LEGAL SAFE-CRACK 


Frustrated Attempt At 
Theatre Stronghold 





Fellows 





St. Louis, March 2, 

Patrons at the Crystal theatre, St. 
Joseph, Mo., were asked to leave 
house for a few minutes Wednesday 
(25) while an expert blew open 
office safe. They complied and after 
muffled explosion indicated deed 
, was done patrons returned for bal- 
| ance of show. Situation was brought 
about when Paul Cluke, night watch- 
man, routed a burglar who was pre- 
paring to blow safe in early hours 
after combination knob had been 





by City Council, which relaxed the} 


city ordinance prohibiting projecting 
signs on the recently-widened street. | 

George W. Trendle, prez United 
Detroit theatres, and a Detroit fire 
commissioner, who has led a four- 
month fight against the ordinance, | 


broken off safe which contained 
three days’ receipts, 

Safe experts said only way strong 
box could be opened was to blow it 


was summoned, 


He neu- 





City, Mo., 


and a quarry manager from Webster | 


, . | 
tralized action of ‘soup’ used in job 





Brown, L’ville, Last 


To Reopen After Flood 


Louisville, March 2. 

Last local house to open after the 
flood is the Brown, which lights up 
again Friday (5) with first-runs, and 
operated under the joint manage- 
ment of Loew’s and Fourth Ave- 
nue Amus, Co. 

House was heaviest sufferer in re- 
cent disaster, having several feet of 
| water covering lower floor, All first 
floor seats were replaced, and new 
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St. Paul, March 2, 

With all eleven defendants in St, 
Paul’s bank night gyp ring roundup 
convicted of second degree larceny, 
County Attorney Mike F. Kinkead 
is now going after theatre operators, 
placing the bank night situation 
squarely before the grand jury this 
(Tuesday) afternoon, 

Four St. Paul exhibs, David Gil- 
Stern, Louis Rubenstein 
and Abe Kaplan, have been charged 


man, J. L. 


with violating lottery laws in con- 


Ding requested Council to permit end-| and box was opened without dam-| carpets installed. Stage was seri- ducting bank nights and, after post- 
tions and caused some hefty inside signs on marquees, declaring that | aging office. | ously damaged, having buckled in| ing $1,000 bonds each, were released 
confabs concerning the bank nite several sections from tremendous 


and game stuff. The only conclusion 
was that the sabotage of seats and 
furniture could be avoided best by 
dropping the audience games, 

The fact that both chains acted 
simultaneously may indicate that 


advertising. In accordance with 
Trendle’s request, Council voted 3 to 
4 

A suit is pending in Traffie and 
Ordinance Court against the ordi- 


they are an essential form of theatre | 
| 
| 





TELEVISION'S 


pressure of water underneath, neces- 
sitating a great deal of concrete and 
steel work, Sidewalk in front of 
house also had to be rebuilt and 
reinforced from beneath. 


pending a court hearing tomorrow 
(Wednesday), All four surrendered 
Kinkead issued 
lottery complaints against them. A 


voluntarily after 


fifth man named in the warrants is 


sida Tepe 


eee f 


St. Paul's Banko Gyp Conviction 
Presages Outlawing of the Racket 


im nance, which Council some months r 9 House had billed ‘Romeo and sl ila cca sai ; 

similar influences prompted both,| ago visualized would make widened Juliet’ as road show when flood hit eneerdaine Seager sal Denver, mead of 
but the officials are not talking | woodward ‘Detroit’s Fifth Avenue.’ the town. This pic has been can-| Affiliated Enterprises, Inc., which 
about it. 


Audiences who participate in the 
prize games apparently are moti- 
vated so strongly by the chance of 
winning a sizable sum of money that 
when no awards are made, as fre- 
quently occurs, the prize money 
mounts to unwieldly proportions. 
The theatres, meantime, took un- 
usual hazards of public displeasure. 

Dropping of bank nights, screeno 
and other contests which involve 
the distribution of coin by exhibitors 
by Loew and RKO last week had 
been anticipated by independent ex- 
hibs as early at late in January, One 
indie circuit official foresaw that 
they were on the way out for the 
Greater New York area on Feb. 1, 


; 
though his chain had only a few|on bank night, which is every | jon of matching the right colors for} Police riot squads had to be called | fake tickets said he was paid ‘not ie 
weeks before involved an elaborate | Thursday, Reno city officials have | pect televising reception. im it more than $50,’ though the ring ei 
scheme for money distribution, Loew | induced legislature to consider a bill . ” to calm customers at the Hamilton | gleaned up better than $3,000 in its ih 


and RKO began giving serious con- 
sideration to abandonment of the 


ing the number of them per week, 


FLOCK OF FOREIGN PIX 
INTO U.S. IN PAST WEEKS 


Great influx of foreign-made fea- 
ture productions, most of them from 
England, during the last three weeks 











$1,000 Gambling 
License Fee, Nev. 


Idea to Curb Bank 


Reno, March 2. 
Because it takes 10 Reno cops te 
clear traffic around the three T. & 
D. Jr. Enterprise theatres in Reno 


slapping $1,000 license fee on the 





How commercial artists will fit 
into television was the subject of 
a talk which E. P. H. James, NBC 
manager of advertising and promo- 
tion, delivered before the Art Direc- 
tors Club at the Architectural League 
last week. Occasion was a luncheon 
and James had been invited over to 
tell the commercial artists whether 
there was a chance for them to crash 
the new picture medium. 

James said that he believed that 
they would play an important part 
in television because there would not 
only be the matter of costumes, ti- 
tles, scenery and cartoons, but the 











Legislators look kindly on $1,000 
license bill and city officials think 
it may become a law. It will also 
cost drug stores and others who 
build up biz with prizes, a license to 
carry on. 


PENNSY BANKO CASE 
UNDER ADVISEMENT 








| Judge Freschi acted on the recom- 
mendation quickly, rendering his de- 
cision yesterday morning (Tues.) 
when he dictated a brief opinion in 
connection therewith. 


This action by the courts com- 
pletely exonerates Sherman of the 
charges brought against him by un- 
known persons nearly a year ago 
when he was indicted for larceny of 
$156,000. This occured May 18, 1935, 
when Sherman was operating the- 


celled, and a regular first-run book- 
ing listed to open the house. March 5. 


Sweeten the Pot 
Stall Riots Phila. 
Theatre's Banko 





Philadelphia, March 2. 


last week when the m.c. tried to 


ond prize drawing wasn’t held. 


CRITERION, N. Y., LIKE 
GLOBE, GOING 2-A-DAY 


After a deal for ‘The Lost Horizon’ 
(Col) to go into the Criterion, N. Y., 
on a two-a-day basis fell through, 
Gaumont-British’s film, “The Great 








allegedly controls bank night draw- 
ings In most theatres throughout this 
territory. 

District Court Judge Hugo OO, 
Hanft slapped an_ indeterminate 
prison sentence of up to five years 
on Donald Stroud, 30, former loop 
house manager, the admitted ring- 
leader. 

Daniel V. Dow, 18, because of his 
youth, got only a year in the works. 
A former WPA worker, father of 
three children, was given a year in 
the works, suspended if someone 
finds him a job. Three women in- 
volved were given suspended sen- 
tences of one year and were placed 
on probation for that time. 

The printer who turned out the 


swindles in Chicago, St. Louis, and 


said, ‘i'm in favor of any legislation 
to abolish bank night, especially in 
view of what has been going on 
here.’ He speculated that 300 thea- 
tres in Minnesota, 11 in St. Paul, 
have had bank nights, which yielded 
about $100,000 a year to corporations 
controlling them, and promised vig- 
orous prosecutions of all theatre 
operators, if investigations warrant, 


NEB. ATT’Y GENERAL 
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show houses, by classing bank night postpone drawing of a second win-|smaller Minnesota and Wisconsin “he 
bank night. idea shortly after the /same as gambling game. Nevada's |LARCENY INDICTMENT ner in a bank night pool. Moe|fowns, His case was turned over 
‘ y. s , ‘ sa » as wer uae 
Charles C. Moskowitz explained | no action has ever been directed at i's SHERMAN NIXED | Yo: officiating, announced that those of other defendants. The 12- Eat 
that Loew houses in Greater N. Y.| theatre bank nights on gambling . he would put off drawing second to year-old boy, used as a pawn in the Pa 
: on ‘run off’ the bank distributions | angle. — os i in aie ‘sweeten the pot’ for the following | gyp and who received $1 for every i, 
ly set as a deadline. " purse ran up to $1 125 on Thursday | District Attorney Irving Mendelson, sented. as ag ae | a ae beet aaa bil 
F a Gy he Re “. |the grand larceny indictment brought I drive 49 miles to play this game |. ee pels . . 
Paramount, Fox and Strand, the| (25), with no winner. Now it has ; ery wee % 3 introduced a bill in the legislature ih 
Fabian group in Brooklyn, may de-| been split, with $1,000 in one draw- | *8sinst Harry Sherman, former le-/Cvery week and ? don't intend to | ee bank night awards b e 
; yn, : pit, wit ’ ‘bor executive, last May, was dis- | leave until I see who gets second,’ | ‘0 abolis ank night awards by uy 
cide to abandon the bank nights and | ing and $250 in another, and half of | malietd ‘veitertey (Tess) bey Sulee lhe shouted. Some other patrons | theatres. Senator Weber's bill would 4 
° Rae , . : “= iti t | sse Z ste a, . , ce " hi oa. 3 ‘ er . jee 
grin giveaway contests this, week; | Reno's 20000 people. In addition i /john J. Preschi in General Sesions agreed with him. while another | prohibit the giving or awarding of [i 
decision probably will be reached block all the streets leading to the | court where the day before (Mon- OS eee ftom fe » the cts ~ Fase go ea i. i, 
Thursday (4). Other indie circuits | theatres from 6 p.m until ‘drawing | day), a 22-page recommendation in When the two groups threatened | chance tis lati ee Sen A 
also are reported calling off the} time at 9 p.m next Thursday | Sherman’s favor had been presented | 0 get rough about it, Abe Resnick, ag - info : aa pier kead iy 
cash distributions or at least reduc- 3 | _ [to the court by the prosecution. | the manager, called the cops. Sec- vce rig eve thd pry Sete oe 
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was reported by the Hays organiza- Philadelphia, March 2. atres for Paramount in Sioux Falls, | Barrier’ opens March 18 on a twice- ft 
tion’s Eastern Production Code ad-| fecision was withheld by the |S. D. daily run. PUTS NIX ON BANKO t 
ministration office. Product poured | oourt last Thursday in the exhib suit For ‘Horizon’ Charlie Washburn is 


in from four or five companies, a 
feature-length film being submitted 
every other day. 

Code office reported it was the 





to enjoin the mayor and police de- 
partment from interfering with 
games played in film houses. Judge 


A few months ago Sherman re- 
signed from Par’s theatre operating 
ranks in the midwest and settled in 
New York to prepare a fight against 





doing special exploitation and Joe 
| Plunkett is handling the roadshow- 
ings at the Globe, where the Frank 














Lincoln, March 2. 
Bank night got the supreme rap 


‘ 
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. : 1@ | Harry S. McDevitt ordered attorneys | the indictment. with his attorney, | Capra film finally landed. Its for-| this week by Attorney General Rich- 
biggest batch of pictures to come in| 4, poth sides to file briefs after Judge Hyman Bushel, who repre- | mal $2 opening is tonight (Wednes- | ard C. Hunter who said he believed 
for the last six months. hearing testimony of Sam Somerson. | sented him. |day), but a special preview was / the stunt was illegal and would take a 
owner of the Palm theatre, in whose | Sherman's future plans are unde- | staged last night. rf, immediate steps to stop it throughout Hh 
Salt Lake Transfer name the suit was brought. cided but expected that he will re-| Hitch in the Col deal for the € ri- Nebraska. He advised all county at- i 
Somerson said that a loud-speaker | turn to an executive berth in the film | terion was Harry Charnas and B. S.| torneys he was putting on the go- i 


Salt Lake City, March 2. 


Although Intermountain Theatres, 
Inec., acquired Orpheum and Studio 
houses from Fox-West Coast Jan. 1, 
actual physical operation and con- 
trol was obtained Feb. 24. Harry 
David, v.p. and general manager of 
the Intermountain chain confirmed 
deal. 

C. Clare Woods moved in to man- 
age Orpheum. Paul Hendry is man- 
ager of Studio. Orpheum is second 
largest house in city (2,160 seats). 





system carried procedure of the 
game to the lobby, where anybody 
could play without paying admis- 
sion. 

Assistant City Solicitor James F. 
Ryan déclared this a subterfuge, and 
said few, if any, people ever played 
in the lobby. He termed the games 
a lottery and ‘a scherne to pack the 


business. 


Della Lind Gets Femme 


Lead in Metro’s ‘Prince’ 








theatres.’ 


Similar injunctions have 


Posel and William Speigel, and the 


been | 
asked by the Lyric, owned by Leo | 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Della Lind, Viennese singer, will 
have the femme lead in remake of 
‘The Student Prince’ at Metro. Com- 


Moss insisting on extra rental when- 
ever a third show (such as Satur- 
day midnight or an extra Sunday 


‘| matinee at 5 p. m.) was staged. The 


Globe 
rental. 


deal with Col is on a flat 


Joe Plunkett, former general man- | 


ager of the RKO theatre chain, is 
handling the roadshow end of ‘Lost 
Horizon’ for Columbia. Plunkett 
succeeds Al Grey, as special repre- 
sentative of the company in this re- 
jspect. Grey resigned around two 


ahead sign for prosecution. 

‘Our office believes plan is in vio- 
lation of the lottery laws and since it 
is in operation in virtually all coun- 
ties of the state, I believe our office 
| should start the action,’ Hunter said. 

This opinion is an about-face of a 
recent one from the office which 
stated the plan was probably all 
| right if operated so the participants 
were not forced to buy tickets to be 





| eligible. 


‘We are satisfied that phase of the 


= 


ost 
+ Pete at al 


Stee RA ee, 


% 


aS ead 


Pir 


2a 


tf 


Girard, owned by Abe Rovner and posed by Sigmund Romberg, with weeks ago. Plunkett also will han- | plan is an attempted subterfuge to 
’ Walter Muller. Ryan asked a post- | P00K and lyrics by Dorothy Don- | dle the out-of-town roadshowing of | escape the stigma of being a lottery,’ i 
FONTAINE’S CAP POST ponement of the case, so that legal- nelly. Rice Fey asad based on the! the film. | he said. ‘The subterfuge, however in- : 
Eddi ; : . . - 1 | Stageplay “Okc e1delbere. ' The Coast showing of the film, it | genius, is not convincing.’ ra 
ie dean pod yah at pong “This San me he the Ernst Lubitsch filmed the silent) js understood, will be handled direct- | —_———— 
mount in Washington, D. C. Court. Present action, therefore, | “¢"sion for Metro. | ly vy the studio under personal di- La. K. 0.’s Banko 


Replaces Harry Hunter, who has 
been sent to boss Par’s theatres and 





tests only ‘Lucky.’ David S. Malis is | 


exhib attorney. 





Rosen Blazes Away 


, rection of Harry Cohn. 


Coincident with the roadshowing 


New Orleans, March 2. 
Louisiana supreme court on Mon- 


product in Australia. atcha ,of ‘Horizon’ at the Globe, Brandt |day (1) ruled bank nights illegal P| 
Celsor, Pleshette Upped Hollywood, March 2. Bros., operators of that house and | when refused an application for a f 
’ ewitt Celsor has been named as- ‘Blazing Glory,’ Larry Darmour the adjacent Central, switched their | writ of review against an appeals ‘ 
COL.’S ‘TREASURE’ SERIAL aaeos nh cscs at the N. Y. Para-| production for Columbia release, is | first runs to the latter house. Cen-|court ruling. With entry on the ‘, 
L. Ron Hubbard has sold an orig- | mount. Moved up to the treasure- | in production with Phil Rosen di- tral, switched their first runs to the |docket of the final adjudgment in : 
inal story titled ‘The Secret of|ship recently, when Ed Sullivan | recting. latter house. Central took over | this case, law officers are free to 5 
Treasure Island’ to Columbia, which | transferred to Dallas, was Eugene} Cast includes Jack Holt, Grace product ordinarily going to the | prosecute offenders. # 
will serialize it. Pleshette. Bradley, Raymond Hatton, Ruth|Globe for the duration of the road- The tribunal held banko a lottery. 


Hubbard will go to Hollywood and 
aid in its production. 





For several years Celsor was chief 
doorman at the theatre. 


Donnelly, J. Farrell MacDonald, Wil- 
lard Robertson and Charles Wilson. 


show run and will then return to its 
subsequent and revival policy. 





Many theatres announce they will 


abide by ruling and abandon prizes. 
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GET SET 





BARRAGE TOP OF THE TOWN! 





22,869,000 radio sets will 
carry these swingy hit tunes 
from the NEW UNIVERSAL’S 
mighty musical to 90,000,000 
people! America’s greatest 
dance bands will broadcast 
them in the leading radio 
programs on the air! Watch 
for them! Be sure to listen in! 
They’ll sell tickets for youl! 


wm 





P EXTRA! 


‘TOP OF THE TOWN’ 


breaks all records for song 
recordings! 18 recordings to 
date—of ALL published songs— 
by ALL three recording com- 
panies, Decker, Brunswick and 
Victor. And that's only the start! 


TUNE IN WITH THE TAT UNIVERSAL! | 
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By JIMMY McHUGH 


and — ADAMSON 
the Nev s Hit Song Writers 


Publi Ee mys Lio FEIST INC. 
1629 Broadway 


"FIREMAN © 
wee SAVE MY 


THERE ARE CHILD” 
NO TWO Fe 
WAYS ! 

ABOUT IT” ercscon sure ‘ 


RECORD! 


Featuring catchy bits from 
the songs interspersed 
with selling talk on 
the picture! 
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Modified NRA 








(Continued from page 23) y 





be up to the inner industry organi- 
zation or association to carry these 


rules into effect and make them 
stand up. 
However, before this could be 


done, legislation must be passed so 
that these organizations for each in- 
dividual industry can operate with- 
out violating the currently existing 
anti-trust laws. 

Asked what the attitude of the 
Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors association would be on 
some revised or new form of NRA 
setup, Will H. Hayes last week said 
the position of the association could 
not be outlined until it was known 
more definitely the details of such 
project. However, he indicated that 
the association would take no part in 
the Industrial Progress discussions of 
wages and hours in Washington, 
which is the same attitude taken 
previously by the Hays office when 
Major Berry’s industrial confab was 
called last December. In taking this 
stand several months ago, Haysians 
and the industry generally merely 
kept step with other industries in 
ignoring the Berry parley. Feeling 
then was that when the administra- 
tion definitely outlined its plans on 
a substitute for the NRA it would be 
time enough to enter into discus- 
sions. 

Leaders in the trade are hopeful 
that the substitute NRA project will 
be known in 
few weeks, so that various exhibitor, 
distributor and producer associations 
can discuss its import and lay plans 
to remedy any 
With the MPTOA convention skedded 
for this month, 
organization expressed hope that 
this would be in shape so they could 
survey all details and take needed 
action at the conclave. 


Washington’s Keynote 
Washington, March 2. 

Revival of a modified NRA with 
limited powers, 
control ‘of business, was _ fore- 
shadowed today by monumental re- 
port reviewing Blue Eagle history, 
analyzing operation of code system 
and recommending future policies. 
With outlines of new law still un- 
settled, President Roosevelt sent 
Congress the report with a message | 
pointing out the committee findings | 





‘should furnish invaluable aid to the | 


Congress 
determination of vital legislative | 
problems.’ President said the docu- | 
ment deserves serious pondering be- 


cause the matter of regulating labor | 


and trade practices is ‘one of the | 
most | vital subjects of national con- | 
cern.” 

Confined to objective scrutiny of 
Blue Eagle operations, report says: 
‘Big increase in labor income was 
brought about by codes. Substantial 
progress t. ‘ard definite national 
labor policy was made under NRA 
auspices. While many deficiencies 
appeared in codes and administra- 
tion, principal reason why the NRA 
flopped was lack of previous experi- 
ence combined with need for speed 
and vague policies. Numerous indus- 
tries discovered 40-hour limit was |} 
beneficial rather than costly or re- 
strictive.” 

The committee, consisting of Prof. 


J. M. Clark, Columbia University | 


economist, and George M. Harrison, 
president of Railway Clerks Brother- 


hood, did not analyze in detail any | 
of the 400-odd codes negotiating dur- | 


ing 1933, but referred to many of 
them as examples of certain policies. | 
accomplishments or failures. 

Only amusement pact mention was 
the legit code which was noted as | 
example of exceptionally broad dele- 
gation of authority to the code au- 
thority and the first code to recog- 
nize contracts negotiated between 
industry members. Both of these 
features were related to ticket con- 
trol provisions. 


Although the President failed to | 


signify whether he agrees generally 
with committee views, the report 
was accepted as indication that re- 


newed attempts to control labor and | 
be patterned | 
after the Blue Eagle, but with seri- | 


trade practices will 
ous attention given to improving 
codification, administration, and en- 
forcement. 

Committee remarked that one of 
NRA’s chief faults was desire to do 
too much at one stroke, plus fact 
that ‘wholly unexpected degrees of 
complexity’ were 
solving simple-looking problems. 





St. Paul, March 2. 
Legalization of slot machines and | 
‘games of skill 


Similar mechanical 





supposed injustices. | 


full within the next | 


} 


| 
| 


spokesmen for that | 


+Schwartzwald’s First 


| that 40% 


Feature; Short Budget 


Milton Schwarzwald, of Mentone, 
is preparing spring production of 
‘April in Your Eyes’ (tentative title), 
original script by Arthur .Pierson. 
Will be Schwarzwald’s first full- 
length picture and will be made on 
limited budget. Pic will be farce 
with incidental music, story being 
about a radio singer. Script is in 
stage form, adapters, director, com- 
posers and cast not yet set. Produc- 
tion, planned for spring, probably in 
New York. | 

Pierson is legit actor. This is his | 
first dramatic script, though he has 
done some writing for radio. Natalie 
Knapp, of the William Morris office, | 
handled sale. 


PITT THEATRE 
AREA UP 40% 
OVER LAST YR. 








Pittsburgh, March 2, 

That prosperity has definitely re- 
turned to the Pittsburgh area is re- 
flected in unofficial reports from all | 
over territory that biz is up more 
over same period last year. 
Indies and circuits alike are sharing 
in increased biz and it’s being 
credited to many things, including 
industrial boom, big reduction in 
local transportation rates and gen- 
eral improvement in product. 

Generally known that Warner zone 
of more than 60 houses is in the 
black again after several years 0g 


| posters on hygienic diseases 
| by WPA 


Aggressive Film-Radio 
Campaign Vs. Diseases 


Troy, N. Y., March 2. 
A soundfilm, ‘For All Our Sakes,’ 
is being shown by the N. Y. State 
Department of Health as part of the 
aggressive, showmanlike campaign 
now under way in the fight against 
social diseases. In connection with 





Cut-Rate 





a two-day educational institute in 
Troy recently the picture’ was | 
screened in the Times building on | 
one of the city’s busiest corners. An | 
operator from the department han- 
dled the film. Also on exhibition, 
under floodlights, was a series of | 
drawn 
artists. Herbert W. Cum- | 
mings, director of the social hygiene 
division of the State Health Depart- 
ment, had charge of the exhibit, to 
which the public was invited. 

Radio is likewise being used in the 
| drive. A playlet on syphilis, pre- | 
sented over WGY by the Health| 
Hunters, department acting unit, was | 
waxed for distribution to 16 upstate | 
stations broadcasting the troupe’s | 
weekly offering. 

Restriction on ‘cheap movies’ and 
enforcement of a rigid ban on ‘de- 
generate movies that are smuggled 
into the country, the kind they show 
at smokers and other gatherings,’ 
were advocated. by one speaker in a | 
symposium on syphilis conducted by 
Troy character-building agencies, 


Libson-Skirboll 


Merging Forces 
In Ohio Expansion 








Cincinnati, March 2. 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Medicos who play Hollywood- 
ians for suckers are another 
local institution, but passively 
accepted. Probably tops for 
M.D. stories is an incident of a 
French film femme who had 
slight traffic mishap. After 
treatment for bruises, doctor 
was asked what nick would be. 
‘I usually charge $10 a call, 
but for you, my dear, it will be 
$15," was his smiling reply— 
but on the level, 


TWO THEATRE 
STICKUP MEN 
SLAIN IN SELL. 











St. Louis, March 2. 
A cop and robber drama was pro- 
duced in real life in center of film 
row Thursday (25) and two bandits, 
later identified as having robbed 


few days before, were slain in pistol | 
duel with police, during which a 
detective sergeant was fatally 
wounded. Dolores Cook, cashier at 
Maffitt, north St. Louis nabe, was 
first victim early last week when| 
she shoved $25 to a bandit who 
pushed gat through ticket window 





Ike Libson of south-central Ohio 





heavy losses and will show a nifty 





but more stringent | 


in the consideration and | 


encountered in 


profit this season, as it did last. 
the dog of the WB chain, 
|zone is now the shining light, with 
a lot of credit going to smart organ- 
|}ization Harry Kalmine, zone man- 
ager has built up. 
Elsewhere, too, biz is 
|Rebirth of Harris chain, after five 
years of inactivity due to sale of 
circuit to WB, is putting family of | 
pioneer showmen back on map. Ace | 
house, Alvin, has been a consistent 
| winner all year after some setbacks 
| season ago and expansion program | 
| is likewise showing profitable results. 
| That goes, too, for downtown ’s other | 
first-runner, Fulton, owned by Shea- 
| Hyde interests, which a year ago w rast 
doing an average biz of only about 
| $3,800 weekly. This year so far that 
'fisure has gone up around $5,300, a 
| barometer of conditions generally. 


Bomb Victim on Pic Set 
Wills $10,000 to Charity 


Hollywood, March 2. 


George E. Daley, 48, former Ma- 
rine and gunnery expert, who was) 
| killed in an explosion of a bomb on 
ithe set of Universal's 
| Back’ Feb. 24, left his $10,000 insur- | 
‘ance policy to the Red Cross and} 
the Salvation army, police revealed. | 

Daley, unmarried, is survived by 
| two sisters living in the east. 














was recommended by Minnesota’s | 
| General Legislation committee of the 
| currently convening lower house. | 
Another 
| ment was introduction of a measure | 
| to prohibit motion picture producers | 
| or distribs from operating theatres. 
Slot machine bill would give mu- 


nicipalities authority to license oper- | 


ators of slot machines, pinball games 
and similar devices, 


censed by the state. 

Annual tax would be: distributors, 
$500 for the first slot machine 
$50 for each additional device: 
operators. $50 for 
and $25 for each additional. 


Birmingham, March 2. 


The city of Tarrant has set March | 
| 10 as the date on which an election | 


will be held to determine the Sun- 
day film queston. Petitions have 
| been circulated requesting the show- 
down. 

Tenn.’s 3% 

Memphis, March 2. 

State legislature is considering a | 
bill to tax all pix houses 3°, of gross 
per year, 


Pittsburgh | 


zooming. | 


‘The Road | 


major legislative develop- | 


while distribu- 
tors of these machines would be li- | 


and | 
for | 
the first machine | 


Once | theatre interests, and Joe Skirboll of 


Toledo and northwestern Ohio the-| 
; Fgh Sedat | town, 
atre interests, are joining forces for | 


the purpose of organizing a new in-| 
dependent theatre circuit throughout | 
| the state and territory, 

Are now in the market for the- 
|atres, and have sent scouts out 


through the state to hunt up avail-| 
able houses for iminediate purchase. | 


| Also considering possibility of build- 
|ing a few medium-sized houses in 
likely spots. 


‘Pearson’s Death Still a 








Banning, Cal., March 2. 

Mystery surrounds the gunshot 
death of Humphrey Pearson, Holly- 
wood scenarist, in his Palm Springs 
home Feb. 24. Coroner’s jury failed 
to ascertain whether Pearson ended 
his life or died under criminal cir- 
cumstances. His wife, Mrs. Rive King 
Pearson, was too hysterical to testify 
at first but, later 
the gun went off accidentally while 
| they grappled for it during drinking 
|session. She said she feared he 
| would try and attempt suicide as on 


| 





such previous occasions. 
Pearson was an advertising man | 
before he began writing. His first | 


piece was ‘Shoestring,’ musical com- | 


|edy dealing with the backstage. He 
dialogued ‘Broadway Babies,’ 
Monte Katterjohn and 
| ‘What Price Hollywood.’ 
/on ‘Bright Lights, 
| ing Wild,’ ‘Sunny’ and. ‘Ruggles of 
| Red Gap.’ In 1932 he began writing 
for radio and in 1934 wrote the screen 
play for ‘The Great Flirtation.’ 
Pearson, in ill health in 


collabed on 
He worked 
“Top Speed,’ 


recent 


pee rarely went to Los Angeles, | 


but spent most of his time in Palm 
| Springs. 


GN’S MAYNARD MUSTANGERS 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Deal has been consummated be- 
tween Grand National, George Hirli- 
man and M. H. Hoffman of Condor 
Pictures for GN release of next eight 
Ken Maynard westerns. 

Maynard's last six mustangers 
were released by Columbia. 


AUTRY’S PERSONALS 


Gene Autry, Republic 
player, will make a 





western 
series of per- 


sonal appearance tours this summer | 


| between 
| Martin 
| 
| 
| 


picture asisgnments. 
Wagner, of 
Morris office, booked. 





Ramblers Encore 

Radio Ramblers start work on 
new short for WB March 23 at the 
Brooklyn Vitaphone studios. 


West Coast Mystery 


told the sheriff | 


with | 


‘Go- | 


the William | 


and demanded dough. Bandit fled 
from scene in auto driven by pal. 

Harriett Piersall, cashier at Up- 
West End nabe, was next vic- 
|time and gave up $12 at point of 
| gun, bandit using same tactics. From 
| Lucille Reidt, cashier of Ansell Bros.’ 
| Empress, in heart of midtown amuse- 
| ment sector, bandit obtained $81 and 
made getaway in car. 

Description of bandits tallied and 
Thursday (25) Detective - Sergeant 
John T. Sullivan and Detective Ray- 
mond Roesler, learning that stolen 
cars bandits used in jobs had been 
abandoned near hotel on film row, 
decided to canvass place. They were 
directed to room occupied by Alvin 
Mott, 19, Detroit, and Ray Rusch, 
19, Flint, Mich., both of whom 
escaped from Michigan State prison 
at Jackson Feb. 19, by scaling a 
wall. When door was opened at re- 
quest of woman clerk of hotel, Mott 
and Rusch began pistol duel. Rusch 
was shot to death in room and Mott, 
who jumped from window, was 
fatally wounded by other cops as 
he was escaping from scene in a 
| commandeered automobile. Sullivan 
was shot three times through the 
body. 

Both men were identified at the 
morgue as theatre stickup experts. 
Since Jan. 1 cashiers in six theatres, 
all nabes, have been robbed. 





Wooster, O., March 2. 
Two men who blew the safe at 
| Schine’s here escaped with between 
$600 and $1,000 after binding the 
janitor, who surprised them, when 
he entered the theatre. 
ripped the inner strong box from the 
safe and carried it away. 

Portsmouth, O., March 2. 

Police here are seeking a robber 

who forced a girl cashier at the Gar- 
den to hand him last Sunday's re- 
ceipts, estimated by Manager C. A. 
Metro at $310. The man, 
the hold up in the crowded lobby, 
| fled in an automobile. 


Burglars forced exit at 
| Theatre, Champaign, UL, 
shoved safe containing $2,000 and 
| weighing a ton to rear door, loaded 
| it on truck and escaped. Money rep- 
|resented several days’ receipts. 
| Truck, minus strong box, was 
found abandoned several miles from 
| sa tata ts sn by sheriff's deputies, 
| 
| 


Virginia 





Fred Stone’s Rejuver 


Hollywood, March 2 

Fred Stone’s initialer at RKO after 
his illness of several months will be 
‘Ballyhoo Artist,’ to be produced by 
Maury Cohen. Story is by Arthur T. 
Horman, 

Stone has been convalescing for 
| some time, 


Sonja Henie’s K.C. 
A Frost; Ist Time Loss at the B.0. 


. —- 


cashiers of three houses of $118 a| 


The robbers | 


who staged 


last week, | 





Ice Frolic 


Kansas City, March 2. 

Sonja Henie can put K. C. down 
on her never-again list, if she hasn't 
already done so. Almost without 
precedent as concerns personal ap- 
pearance, Miss Henie’s p. a. was as 
mangled as a fresh ground hambur- 
ger. Unlike the huge grosses where- 
ever she has appeared, this time a 


$1,000 loss was chalked up by the 
producer, Jay Howard. 
Booking was completed Wednes- 


day (24) by Howard (his first splurge 
since setting himself up as a booker 
and producer here a week and a half 
ago) for appearances by the skate 
Saturday and Sunday (27-28) at the 
| Pla-mor rink. He flooded the town 
| with publicity and kept his story on 
page one of both papers but to no 
avail. The $3.30 top he asked muted 
bo opening matinee audience Satur- 
day. Miss Henie’s performance ac- 
a. for the two small audiences 





{ 


| Saturday night and for the Sunday 
|} mat. 
Miss Henie reluctantly accepted 


No at- 


show 


the dates sans her company. 
tempt was made to produce a 
around her. Instead a group of me 
diocre local acts, some not even cos- 
tumed, were spotted to het 
numbers, Lighting and music were 
nil and inadequate. But the ice 
played the major role in the fiasco. 
The Pla-mor besides the flat rental 
slapped on a 10% clause, something 
| very rare for the Pla-mor, then de- 
livered the rink in a condition local 
ice addicts described as ‘atrocious.’ 

| On her initial appearance at Sat- 
urday matinee Miss Henie glided to 
| Sonne of the rink and took a seater. 

| She left the ice after about two min- 
| utes of plain skating. She came back 
in about 10 minutes to again tackle 
the rough ice, did a few spins and 
| simple figures and again left the ice 
|rather than risk injury with her 
| spectacular routines. Howard re- 
| funded coin to the small audience 
that attended the mat. 

Miss Henie went on again for a 
night performance and for at mat 
Sunday, both to small audiences. The 
ice was still in bad condition and she 
was unable to work effectively. 

The producer insisted the star was 
being temperamental, but audiences 
were inclined to believe that Miss 
Henie was using very good judg- 
| ment. 

She is en route to the Coast, where 
she will remain a few days before 
returning to fill dates in Cleveland, 
Syracuse and other eastern points. 
Work on her next picture is skedded 
to start within next four or five 
weeks. 


space 








Sonja’s Temperament 
Chicago, March 2. 

Town is still crackling with rever- 
berations of the Sonja Henie per- 
sonality in the Ice Show at the Sta- 
dium two weeks ago, but the man- 
agers and fellow performers are in a 
general pout and burn-up over the 
Henie temperament. 

Following the newspapers’ lauda- 
tory comments and buildup for Bess 
Ehrhart as a top figure skater and 
ice ballet dancer, Miss Henie is now 
readying for a return showing in 
Chicago in April. Coming ice show 
will not include any performers or 
skaters who appeared with her two 
weeks ago. 


Radio Coeniiibs _ 
Idea for 20th-Fox Pic 


Hollywood, March 2 
‘Everybody Sing,’ Ben Markson 
; musical based on the radio com- 
munity tune garglers, has been set 
|for March 15 production start by 
Sol M. Wurtzel at 20th-Fox. Tony 
Martin, Leah Ray, Joan Davis and 
Dixie Dunbar top cast. 

Harry Akst and Sidney Clare are 
writing the songs. Milton Feld will 
be associate producer. 


Lucille Ball’s RKO Option 


Due; Slated for Guesters 


Lucille Ball, RKO player, featured 
in recent Bartlett Cormack legit 
comedy, ‘Hey, Diddle, Diddle,’ left 
for the Coast Saturday (27), plan- 
ning a two-day stop-off to visit her 
Jamestown, N. Y., home en route. 
Will do guesters on the Shell Cha- 
teau and Lux programs and is being 
considered for comedy part in the 
screen version of ‘Stage Door.’ 

Her RKO option renewal comes up 
in three months, 
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Academy Awards 








(Continued from page 3) 





and Warners next, these two com- 
panies were in a trading position on 
the balloting so far as getting award 
representation. 
have lined up other studios to trail 
along with their candidates which 
will show itself in the awards. 
Shearer Looks Like Topper 
For best performance of actresses 
indications are that Norma Shearer 
will get the statuette for ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ unless the studio group has a 
last-minute change of heart and 
tosses its ballots toward Luise Rainer 
for her work in ‘Great Ziegfeld.’ also 
Metro. Efforts will be made by Par- 
amount and Universal to bring Carole 
Lombard to the fore for ‘My Man 
Godfrey,’ but it not believed 
enough strength can be mustered in 
that direction. Other candidates for 
femme distinction are Gladys George 


is 


It is likely that they | 


, ‘Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col.). Incase 
| Miss Shearer gets the award it will 
| be the second time, as she received it 
for ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street.’ 

| For best acting performance indi- 
cations point toward Paul Muni in 
‘Story of Louis Pasteur’ (W. B.). It 
was figured that Spencer Tracy 
might be a close contestant for top 
honors with his performance in ‘San 
Francisco’ (MG), but it is believed 
that Muni will get sufficient outside 
support to carry him over the line. 
Gary Cooper for his performance in 
‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town’ 
would be a most formidable contest- 
ant, but Paramount understood 
not to feel so kindly toward his can- 


didacy, with Columbia not having 
sufficient trading power among the 
balloteers to garner the ‘Oscar’ for 
him. Other contestants are Walter | 
Huston for ‘Dodsworth’ (Goldwyn- | 
UA.) and William Powell for ‘My 
Man Godfrey’ (U.). 

William Wyler, for direction of 


(Col. ) | 


‘Dodsworth,’ appears to be the out- 
standing candidate, with Robert Z. 
Leonard for handling of ‘Great Zieg- 
feld’ and Frank Capra for ‘Mr. Deeds 
| Goes to Town,’ both close runners up. 
| Possibility is that either might cross 
the winning barrier. A surprise con- 
tender for the honor may be W. S. 
Van Dyke for directing ‘San Fran- 
cisco.’ Other candidate is Gregory 
La Cava, who directed ‘My Man God- 
| frey.’ 

| Outstanding production will un- 
| doubtedly go to Metro, with indica- 
| tions that ‘San Francisco’ will grab 
the honor. Pic has been most sen- 
sational money-getter of the year, 
and, unless studio switches vote to 
‘Great Ziegfeld,’ this one will rate 








tops. Other pix up for the award 
are three more Metro—‘Romeo and | 
Juliet,’ ‘Tale of Two Cities’ and ‘Li-| 
beled Lady’; Warner’s two—‘An- 
thony Adverse’ and ‘The Story of 
Louis Pasteur’; Sam Goldwyn’s 


‘Dodsworth,’ and Universal’s “Three 


entry along in return for getting the 

ort for Muni, 
a performance by actress for best 
supporting role award lies between 
Maria Ouspenskaya in ‘Dodsworth 
and Gale Sondergaard in ‘Anthony 
Adverse,’ with the chances about 
even. Other candidates are Beulah 
Bondi for ‘Gorgeous Hussey’ and 
Alice Brady for ‘My Man Godfrey.’ 


Brennan Chief Supporter 


Fore male support looks like cinch 
for Walter Brennan for his work in 
‘Come and Get It,’ with closest can- 
didate being Akim Tamiroff in 
‘General Died At Dawn.’ Other can- 
didates are Stuart Erwin for ‘Pig- 
skin Parade,’ Basil Rathbone for 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ and Mischa Auer 
in ‘My Man Godfrey.’ 

Original story looks like toss-up 
between ‘San Francisco,’ by Robert 
Hopkins, and ‘Pasteur,’ by Sheridan 
Gibney and Pierre Collinge. Run- 
ner-up will probably be Adele Com- 
mandini’s ‘Three Smart Girls.’ Other 
yarns being voted on are ‘Fury,’ by 
Norman Krasna, and ‘Great Zieg- 


| Smart Girls. It is more than likely | feld,’ by William Anthony McGuire. 
that Warners would help the Metro Appears, however, that Metro will 





for ‘Valiaint Is the Word for Car-| 
rie’ (Par.), and Irene Dunne for 
— we ee ee nee 
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Carole Lombard says: 
“Advised by my singing coach, I 








An independent survey was made recently 
among professional men and women—lawyers, 
doctors, lecturers, scientists, ete. Of those who said 
they smoke cigarettes, more than 87% stated they 


personally prefer 


Miss Lombard verifies the wisdom of this pref- 
erence, and so do other leading artists of the 
radio, stage, screen and opera. Their voices are 
their fortunes. That’s why so many of them 
smoke Luckies. You, too, can have the throat pro- 
tection of Luckies—a light smoke, free of certain 
harsh irritants removed by the exclusive process 
“It’s Toasted”. Luckies are gentle on the throat. 








a light smoke. 





A Light Smoke 
— “TPs Toasted”—Your Throat Protection 


AGAINST IRRITATION—AGAINST COUGH 


changed to Luckies” 


“In my new picture ‘Swing High, 
Swing Low’ I sing a song for the first 
time since I have been on the screen. 
To do this, I spent months taking 
singing lessons. And with this added 
strain, my throat was not in good 
shape. My singing coach suggested 
that when choosing cigarettes, I select 
a light smoke. And so I changed 
to Luckies. Since then I’ve found 
that a light smoke and my throat get 
along together just fine.” 


CURRENTLY STARRING IN PARAMOUNT 
PICTURES’ “SWING HIGH, SWING LOW” 





THE FINEST TOBACCOS— 
“THE CREAM OF THE CROP” 


Copyright 1937, The American Tobacce Company 
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throw its weight toward ‘San Fran. 
cisco’ instead of ‘Ziegfeld.’ 

Screen play honors look like cinch 
for ‘Mr. Deeds,’ by Robert Riskin, 
unless ‘Pasteur’ does not get origina] 
story and is given screen play award 
instead. Other entries for this award 
are ‘Dodsworth,’ by Sidney Howard; 
‘My Man Godfrey,’ by Morris Rys- 
kind and Eric Hatch, and ‘After the 
Thin Man,’ by Frances Goodrich and 
Albert Hackett. 

Likely that Jack Sullivan at War. 
ners will get the assistant director 
award for handling ‘Charge of Light 
Brigade’ unless there is a last min- 
ute switch to give the honor to Erie 
G. Stacey for handling the same 
task on David O. Selzwick’s ‘Gar- 
den of Allah.’ - 

Another For Metro 


Metro will probably garner the 
sound recording honor for ‘San 
Francisco, award going to Douglas 
Shearer, head of the department, 
‘Banjo on My Knee’ looks like .a 
runner-up but this one may be 
switched into the honor, which 


would give 20th Century-Fox some- 


thing to crow about as far as the 
awards are concerned. 
On film editing indications point 


to Warners ‘Anthony Adverse.’ 
George Folsey, who photographed 
Gorgeous Hussey,’ looks like the main 


contender with possibility that it 
may be a tight three-cornered race 
at last minute, others being Tony 


Gaudio, who cameraed ‘Anthony Ad- 
verse,’ and Victor Milner, 
winner, who churned on 
eral Died At Dawn.’ 

For best song, shade seems to be 
for ‘Pennies From Heaven,” sung by 
Bing Crosby in pic of same title, by 
Arthur Johnston and John Burke, 
‘The Way You Look Tonight.’ from 
‘Swing Time,’ sung by Fred Astaire 
and written by Jerome Kern and 
Dorothy Fields, and ‘When Did You 
Leave Heaven,’ from ‘Sing Baby 
Sing,’ by Richard Whiting and Wale 
ter Bullock, look like close contends 
ers. This award is toss-up and has 
three other candidates. 

For musical scoring ‘General Died 
At Dawn’ has outstanding chance, 


last year’s 


‘The Gen- 





G-B and Woolf 


(Continued from page 5) 














of the Metro-20th and Maxwell en- 
cumbrances. Official statement issued 
by Gaumont explaining the deal 
states that, according to it, Woolf 
(General Film Distributors) gets all 
distribution of GB around the world. 
GB is to produce four pictures an- 
nually at Pinewood (owned by 
Woolf) and four at Gainsborough 
(Islington). Woolf is to be respon- 
sible for half the total production 
cost. Gaumont newsreel is to be 
produced by GB as heretofore, as 
also. British Instructional Films 
(shorts), but both distributed by 
Woolf. Agreement guarantees ‘rev- 
enues to Gaumont-British over a 
span of years (unnamed in the pub- 
lic statement) on what has hereto- 
fore been the more speculative side 
of the company’s business.’ 

This would mean that the company 
would retain only its theatre end 
without ties which, since the theatres 
have been profitable, would get GB 
almost immediately out of hot water. 


Conservation Idea 

In New York sources closely allied 
to GB divulge that the deal with 
Woolf would guarantee GB a $2.500.- 
000 return on the eight pictures to 
be produced by the company. Woolf, 
according to this source, promises to 
put up $800,000 for the production 
of eight films, with GB to put up a 
similar amount. That would make 
possible a $200,000 average per pic, 
which is about right for GB. Return 
of $2,500,000 would seem to be high 
for these eight pictures, but it may 
include returns on the newsreel and 
shorts, which Woolf would also dis- 
trib, though Woolf doesn’t share in 
the production cost of them. 

It is also understood here that Jef- 

frey Bernerd is now out of the GB 
distribution picture, being in com- 
plete charge of the newsreel produc- 
tion with no other duties. 
_ Frank Ditcham, Universal's Eng- 
lish rep, according to this info, will 
head distribution under Woolf, who 
will personally be in charge. Ditch- 
am has been with Woolf, anyway, 
since the Woolf interests bought into 
Universal during that American 
company’s recent reorganization. 


Bell’s 1st at Col. 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Monta Bell’s first assignment as 8 
Columbia producer is ‘For Tonight 
Only.’ 
Mary McCarthy is preparing the 











screen play for Bell’s christener. 
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Advance Production Chari 


(Continued from page 18) 


ested. When they see Papa Jones in a jam over the oil stock issue, kids 
and capitalist come to rescue by offering stock of the super-charger in ex- 
change for the oil stock. Super-charger makes good, oil promoter is ousted 














and the girl goes back to her small town sweetheart. 
Readied to start: ‘SHE HAD TO EAT’ and ‘ESCAPE FROM LOVE,’ 


Universal 





Five in work, 7 editing, 9 preparing. 


In work: 


‘WINGS OVER HONOLULU’ and ‘THE ROAP BACK,’ reported Variety, 


Feb. 3; ‘GOOD AS MARRIED,’ reported Feb. 17. 


Started last week: 


‘THE WILDCATTER,’ produced by George Oven; director, Lew Collins; 
Tom Van Dyke, original; no writing credits. Cast: Scott Kolk, Jean Rog- 
ers, Jack Smart, Ward Bond, Suzanne Kaaren, Russel Hicks, Jack (Scats) 


Powell. 


Story is action melodrama concerning exploration for oil. 


Rich dame is 


willing to pick up the ‘Wildcatter’ and do all right by him, provided he 


leaves his wife, Jean Rogers. 


He refuses and continues his career. 


‘OH, DOCTOR,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; director, Ray McCarey; 
Harry Leon Wilson, original; Harry Clork, screenplay. Cast: E. E. Horton, 


William Demarest, Donrue Leighton, 


Catherine Doucet, Edward Brophy, 


Maidel Turner, Thurston Hall, William Hall. 


Story concerns hypochrondriac controlling a fortune. 


Believing himself 


the verge of death, he negotiates a loan for immediate prancing. His 
pet Maicel Turner, steps into the picture by attempting to alleviate his 


attentions through a pretty nurse. 


died to start: ‘LOVE IN A BUNGALOW,’ ‘DELAY IN THE SUN,’ 
HE COP,’ ‘PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE,’ and ‘HIPPOiSROME. 


Warners 





Five in work, 13 editing, 8 preparing. 


In work: 


‘KID GALAHAD?’ and ‘THE SINGING MARINE,’ reported VARIETY, Jan. 
27: ‘FLY AWAY, BABY,’ reported Feb, 10. Started last week: 4 
‘MADCAP HEIRESS,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by William 


Clemens, screen play by Robertson White. 


Cast: Craig Reynolds, Anne 


Nagel, Ann Sheridan, Warren Hull, Hugh O’Connell, Teddy Hart, Raymond 


Hatton. 


Stery centers around 18-year-old heiress who, on the eve of reaching 


r legal age, decides to elope on a bet. t ’ 
ellie car to a point he is blocked by passing freight train. 


Father learns of this and follows 
While wait- 


i si i ; im. They succeéd 
. a hobo engages in conversation and offers to help him, T 
i. coprenending the elopers, take the girl home, and as a reward the hobo 


is put up for the night. 


Old man takes interest in young hobo and tries to 


rehabilitate him, only to learn later that the chap is the son of big adver- 


tising man. 
on the scripts. 
hobo. 


After many embarrassing situations, he leaves. 


Girl’s father is framing radio program and the hobo helps 
Hobo spots with the heiress, who still thinks he is just a 


Radio program 


i d girl discovers she’s in love with him. ; 
ClONE HOUR OF ROMANCE,’ produced by Henry Blanke, directed by 
Joe May, story by Hans Rameau, screen play by Margaret LeVino and 


Jules Enstein. 


Hunter, Mary Maguire, Donald Crisp, 


Story is backgrounded in Warsaw 


Cast: Kay Francis, Basil Rathbone, James Bryan, 


Ian 
Robert Barrat. ; 
and Vienna where Kay Francis de- 


picts a famous stage star gradually dropping to nitery entertainer in not 


too fashionable cafe in Vienna. — 
man in the audience and kills him. 
the motive. 


While giving an exhibition, she notices a 


In courtroom she refuses to disclose 


Her whole background is surrounded with mystery. Eventu- 


ally disclosed. A young girl with the murdered man is her daughter, but 


she is kept from 
(who had wronged the actress). 


knowing that it was her mother that killed the man 


Readied to start: ‘IN THE DEEP SOUTH,’ ‘STORY OF EMILE ZOLA,’ 


and ‘EMPTY HOLSTERS.’ 








Foreign Press’ H’wood 


Shindig Called Off 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Foreign Press Society dropped its 
plan for  prize-award luncheon, 
after two postponements, when 
Academy annual affair loomed too 
close. - 

Outlanders have presented award 
certificates to winners, and will fea- 
ture them at later society luncheon, 
to chin and pose with members. 








TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, March 2. 


Republic has changed tag on 
‘Steel’ to ‘Bill Cracks Down.’ 

Columbia will release ‘Weather or 
No’ as ‘Let’s Get Married.’ 

Warners ‘Mazurka’ changed to 
‘One Hour of Romance.’ 

Warners ‘Hobo and _ the Heiress’ 
goes out as ‘Footloose Heiress’ after 
a brief fling as ‘Madcap Heiress. 

New tag for Maurice Conn’s 
‘Scavengers of Broadway’ is “Tough 
to Handle.’ 





20TH’S TUNING IMPORT 


Albert Sendrey, composer, grand- 
son of Mme. Schumann-Heink, and 
son of a Central European orchestra 
conductor, arrives Thursday from 
Europe en route to Hollywood to 
compose for 20th Century-Fox. 





Carol Weyman’s 20th Test 


Darryl Zanuck caught a broadcast 
by Carol Weyman, new NBC song- 
stress, and wired Joe Pincus to give 
her a screen test. 

About a month ago Miss Weyman 
Was discovered by John Royal and 
she is now heard on her own pro- 
grams on Tuesday and Sunday eve- 
nings on NBC. Warbler took her 
20th-Fox test Friday (26). 





ALLEY’S DOMINICAN CHORE 


Norman W. Alley, former Metro 
newsreel cameraman, has gone to the 
Dominican Republic on leave of ab- 
sence from Universal newsreel. 

He will make a series of motion 
Pictures for the Dominican Republic 
which are to be used in publicizing 
this country as a vacation spot for 
U. S. tourists, 





Exploitation 


(Continued from page 21) 
sical novelty turned out by the sex- 





tet, public appreciation to be the de- | 


termining factor. 

Working with the music teacher 
who covers all the . chools, the thea- 
tre has already suggested a jug band 
for one school, a harmonica band for 
another and a banjo and guitar or- 
ganization for a third. Now the 
manager is scratching his head for 
three more ideas, with one idea form- 
ing up for a bottle band, the per- 
formers tapping tuned bottles with 
heavy thimbles, the bottles _being 
tuned by adding water until the 
proper tone is reached. 

Idea is to give each band a tryout 
on a Tuesday, which is an off night. 
This to give them the benefit of a 
public performance. Following this, 
one entire night show will be given to 
the massed bands, with each playing 
two selections. Prices will be slightly 
advanced and the bands put on fol- 
lowing the first night show, when the 
films will be shown. Audience will 
vote by ballot rather than applause, 
and the prizes will be awarded im- 
mediately after the votes are count- 
ed, with shorts being run during the 
count, 

Town is large enough to insure a 
good attendance and _ yet small 
enough to permit local interest to be 
worked up through the newspapers. 
If the idea hits, the bands will be 
toured to nearby towns for an added 
attraction, the house being one of a 
circuit. 





Used Non-Sync 


New Haven. 


Bob Russeli worked his non-sync 
to good advantage for a special On 
the Avenue’ plug at Poli’s. Used 
records of hits a couple weeks ahead 
and worked in a duo of talented 
boothmen who did vocal and whis- 
tling specialties along with songs. 

Stunt was accompanied by an- 
nouncements of forthcoming run of 
film and was timed to get message 
across while house was unloading 
between shows, as well as at open- 
ing and closing time. 





Real Goods 

To stress its coalition with Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, Inc. Fan- 
chon & Marco has gotten out a 
splashy and artistic announcement. 
Illustrates its chief entertainers and 
tells it’s good without going over- 
board on adjectives. It’s a nice ex- 
ample of good taste. 








Oh, Dear Dept. 





Hollywood, March 2, 

Warner Baxter in interview 
with Molly Castle, Beaverbrook 
(Condon) sobber, confided why 
he can’t afford to retire. 

As a proof that he’s living 
from hand to mouth star cited 
that his taxes amount to 75% 
of his earnings and he has to 
keep working to pay for last 
year’s income. 


PRESENTATIONS BACK 
AT STATE, SYDNEY 











Sydney, Feb. 9. 
After being out for five years, 
presentations came back into the 
State theatre this week with the 


Richard White Ballet on stage in 
conjunction with the theatre’s regu- 
lar orchestra. If the is suc- 
cessful it will stick. Staging is being 
handled by Orrie Perry. 

When the State first opened, Clyde 
Hood was imported from America to 
handle Will Prior, | 
also from had charge of | 


idea 





presentations. 
America, 
the orchestra. Hood died on a plane | 


trip between Sydney and Melbourne, 
and shortly afterward the presen- 
tations were taken out and a dual 
pic policy brought in. 





Divorces Up 











(Continued from page 3) 








in Reno to receive some kind of a 
property settlement from her former | 
husband, spends much of her time 
writing. 

Plane Elopement 


Ruth Mattimore, dancer and former 
wife of Richard Arlen, was a prin- 
cipal in an 


the bride of Byington Ford, son of | 
a pioneer California family and a | 


well known 

player. Both gave their residence | after. 

as Carmel, Cal. | 
Armine Von Tempski, author, is 


coming to Reno next week, but not | 24-sheets 


for the usual purpose. 
speak for the local branch of Amer- | 
ican League of Pen Women. 

Valerie Savage,’ whose ‘Summer 
Hail’ RKO recently bought for Gin- 
ger Rogers and Fred Stone, lived 
here for six weks to divorce her 
husband, Courtney Savage, New 
York playwright and newspaperman. 
She spert her time with the local lit- 
erary lights and told them about her 
new book, ‘Carnival on Quicksands,’ 
that Doubleday will publish early in 
June. She left Reno for Hollywood. 


Glen Perry, New York sports 
writer, spent six weeks here while 
he divorced his wife. He wasn’t too 
popular with local sports fans after 
his article ridiculing the tactics of 
the Nevada basketball team in a 
game with the House of David. 


No Show Town 


Mabel Hazeltine, booking agent of 
the United Artists Bureau, was in 
Reno last week to see if local thea- 
ter-goers were interested in booking 
Broadway hits en route to the coast. 
She decided the field was not so good, 
after Ruth Draper failed to draw a 
fair house. 


Wallace Beery’s $18,000 summer 
cabin at Twin Lakes, south of Reno, 
collapsed from the heavy snow. 
Beery is coming here fast to rescue 
the remains, after reports reached 
him in Hollywood, that local cow- 
boys were refurnishing their cabins 
with his expensive furniture. 


Alfred Eisenstaedt, staff photog- 
rapher of Life, and Shelley Brown 
of the same mag. spent several days 
here taking pictures of Reno and its 
simpler activities. They took over 
1,000 photos, concentrating on 
churches, schools and homes. Their 
idea is to show Reno to the world in 
an entirely different light with no 
Bank Club, night clubs or redlight 
district. Life is being ordered ahead 


airplane elopement to| pany, is being prepared by Warner 
Reno last week, when she became | Bros. for ‘King and the Chorus Girl,’ 


sportsman and _ polo | 24-sheet all principal features there- 


She will! Coast to Coast two 





of time to see the result. 


John Ward, film actor of Holly- | 


wood, comes to Reno every month 
or so to visit his mother, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Beecher Ward, and other home 
folks. 


Hazel Fay Estill, film actress, re- 
cently divorced Thomas O. Estill, 
who she said represented himself to 
her as a man of means and social po- 
sition, but found him to be unem- 
ployed and in financial straits. He is 
a mining engineer with Reno as his 
address. 


New Film Group Much Concerned ty 
Over Labor and Politix in Pix 








Margaret Mitchell Again 


Denies Any H’wood Plans 
Atlanta, March 2. 


Margaret Mitchell, author of ‘Gone 
With the Wind,’ will not go to Holly- 
wood after all to collaborate with 
Selznick-International in the filmiza- 
tion of the tome. 

Writer has said from the first she 
would have nothing to do with mak- 
ing of pie and is standing by her 
guns. She has made few appearances 
in public and has fought shy of pub- 
licity. One of her rare appearances 
tock place last week when she at- 
tended the ‘Gridiron Dinner’ of the 
Georgia Press Institute, at Athens, 
mingling with cronies of her news- 
paper days. 

In the meantime, Louisa Robert, 
daughter of L. W. (Chip) Robert, 
former ass’t U. S. treasurer, and 
Mrs. Louise Ayres Robert, and Su- 
san Falligant, daughter of Lieut. 
Col. and Mrs. Lewis Falligant, of 
Fort McPherson, Atlanta’s Army post, 
are readying their affairs prepara- 
tory to making a trip to New York 
for screen tests for roles in ‘Wind.’ 
They were among the four Dixie 
girls selected for tests, the others 
being Abela Longmore, New Or- 
leans steno, and Alicia Rhett, 
Charleston, S. C., socialite. 

Falligant girl, student at Georgia 
U., has been cast currently in leading 
role of ‘Moor Born,’ play dealing 
with lives of Emily and Charlotte 
Bronte, winter quarter presentation | 
of University theatre, at college. 





Big Billboard Buildup By 
WB for Fernand Gravet 


An extensive billboarding cam- 
paign, largest to date for the com- 


Easter week release, and may lead 
to the inauguration of a policy to 





Executives intimate that this 
is the probability. 

The plans for ‘King’ are to spread 
around 1,200 cities frof 
weeks in ad- 
vance of the general release of the 
picture. Boards will be up for 30 
days. This will be a costly campaign 
and greatly overshadows the posting 
done by WB on ‘Midsummer Night's 
Dream.’ It may be a larger 24- 
sheeting spread than any company 
has ever given a picture in the past. 

While WB is encouraged by the 
value of 24-sheets, use of which has 
gradually lessened during recent 
years, with a view to putting over 
‘King,’ the campaign is also designed 
to sell Fernand Gravet, French star, 
who makes his debut in this Mervyn 
LeRoy musical. 





PIC BUG BITES BERNIE 


OV Maestro Gives Up Band To Flirt 
With Flickers. 








Hollywood, March 2. 


Ben Bernie and all the*fads will go 
their separate ways after they close 
their current engagement at Cocoa- 
nut Grove March 15. The ol’ maes- 
tro will settle here and try to carve 
for himself a picture career. For 
his radio work he'll use a studio or 
pickup band. 


Lads are scattering hither and 
yon, catching on where they can 
for picture and band work. Bernie 
will personally try and set each and 
every one of them. He's giving up ' 
the band act after 14 years. 

Coming off the set of ‘Wake Up 
and Live’ at 20th-Fox one day last 
week, Bernie blurted to a pal, ‘This 
is my racket. I’m through with 
kicking around the country on dance 
dates.’ 

Bernie will pass a few weeks in 
Florida before digging in here. 








STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Radio bought “The Muddled Deal,’ 
Budapest stager by Aladar Laszlo. 

‘Of Great Riches,’ unpublished 
novel by Rose Franken, and ‘The 
Earl of Chicago,’ by Brock Williams, 
taken by Selznick-International. 

‘Halfway House,’ mystery yarn by 
Ellery Queen, bought by Metro. 

Republic obtained screen rights to 
Leo McCarthy's original, ‘The Fight- 
ing Irish.’ 

Gertrude Berg, radio actress, sold 
her original to Sol Lesser for Bobby 





Breen. 


+ 


(of New Film 


Newly formed Association of Film 
Audiences will take its first official 
step tomorrow (Thursday) with is- 
suance of public announcement of 
its officers, aims of the organization 
and its permanent location at 250 
West 57th street, N. Y. Statement will 
be issued by Dr. Worth M. Tippy, 
executive secretary of the Federated 
Council of Churches of Christ and 
honorary chairman of the new group, 

Officers of Audiences, including 
Dr. Tippy, are Richard Constantine, 
of National Council for Prevention of 
War, treasurer; Viola Calder of 
Inter-Professional Association, ex- 
ecutive secretary, and Edward Kern, 
Alliance, chairman, 
Executive board consists of Roswell 
Barnes, Federated Churches. of 
Christ; Lester Grainger, National 
Urban League; Madeleine Heyman, 
School Motion Picture Committee; 
Abbott Simon, American Youth 
Congress;. A. Rauber, Teachers’ 
Union, and Rose Terlin of National 
Council of the YWCA. 

Organizations which will be rep- 
resented with Audiences in a review- 
ing membership are, Committee on 
Militarism and Education, Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, United Textile 
Workers, American Youth Congress, 
United Parent Association, Painters 
and’ Decorators District Council 9, 
Joint Council of Fur Workers, In- 
ternational Ladies Garment Work- 
ers Union, Workers’ Alliance, 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, 
Teachers’ Union Local 5, National 
Committee Against Censorship in the 
Theatre and Arts, Inter-Professional 
Association and the New Film Al- 
liance, 

Announcement does not mean that 
above organizations are affiliated 
with Audiences, There is no direct 
connection between any of the 
groups except in that all are to sit 
in on film shewings, production of 
which audiences will attempt to in- 
fluence, 

Plans of Audiences are to encour- 
age the production and true por- 
trayal of the contemporary scene in 
films, films which -will promote a 
better understanding between racial 
and religious groups, favor the pro- 
duction of anti-war films and con- 
versely oppose films discrediting 
American demoeracy such as anti- 
labor, war and films with fascistic 
taint. 


Audiences is particularly con- 
cerned with condition of newsreels, 
Alleged distortion of facts by com- 
mentators is a sore point with the 
organization. Special attention will 
be given reels to eliminate so-called 
fascist trends and partiality to anti- 
laborites. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Elsa Connor, Canadian contest 
winner, pacted at Paramount for the 
stock school. 
Karl Kamb, 
Metro. 


Metro gave 
George Zucco, 

Johnny Downs, actor, received op- 
tion hoist at Paramount. 

Warners picked up option on Doris 
Weston, 

Barbara Weeks was given term 
acting pact at Columbia. 


Jack Woodford, Warners scenarist, 
had his option hoisted. Options on 
Marie Wilson and Jane Wyman, 
actresses, also picked up. 


Selznick-International, has placed 
Jackie Moran, juve player, Alan 
Marshall, C. Aubrey Smith and 
Margaret Tallichet under contracts. 

Warners lifted option on Director 
Nick Grinde, 


Paramount extended pacts on 
Benny Baker and Charlene Wyatt. 

Richard English given writing con- 
tract at Columbia. 

Republic. picked up Phil Regan’s 
option for four more pix. 

Terry Walker, who debuted in ‘23% 
Hours Leave’ for Grand National, 
had her contract extended at Par. 

Robertson White had his writer 
option plucked at Warners. 

Columbia optioned Fred Niblo, Jr., 
writer. 

Writer-director contracts were 
given Jean Yarborough and Leslie 
Goodwins at RKO 

Claudine West gets new three-year 
| writing contract at Metro. 


novelist, tagged at 


acting contract to 








C. Bakaleinikoff drew new pact as 
ork conductor 
Metro. 

Everett Freeman inked new writing 
pact at Metro. 

Tess Slesinger’s option picked up 
at Metro. 

Columbia lifted option on Charleg 
Quigley, actor. 


and contractor at 
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aan Walker Tentatively Solicits 


~ Station Opinion 


= + 
Terre Haute, March 2. 


James J. Walker, former mayor 


.of New York city, is apparently en- 


tering the radio business. Group of 
small-town department stores has 
beén approached in his name with 
a game-program for the air. Walk- 
er’s partner is understood to be Ed- 
win W. Scheuing, former manager 
of Rudy Vailee. 


B. & J. department stores is the 
prospective advertiser for the ‘Lucky’ 
game. Assurances . have reputedly 
been given by Walker that there is 
no legal problem. Walker, it is un- 
derstood, has spent some time in 


“Washington investigating that angle. 





Pittsburgh, March 2. 
Bank Night, not under that name, 
has hit radio here. Program over 
WWSwW is being sponsored by jew- 
elry firm of Louis DeRoy & Sons 


-and to publicize their address at 544 


Smithfield street. via a $5.44 daily 
prize. 
Program iteslf, a 15-minute show, 


-is a combo news and question and 


answer stunt, with Walt Framer 


‘conducting and holding discussions 
‘on the day’s headlines with three or 


more passers-by on the street, 
Program, which got under way 
yesterday (1), goes over the waves 


under the title of Curbstone Cash. 


Mutual-Don Lee 





Extending Coast 
Network Into NW 


Los Angeles, March 2. 


Extension of Don Lee-Mutual net- 
work to Seattle so as to cover Pacific 
Coast from border to border is in 
the works, having been inaugurated 
last week by Lewis Allen Weiss, gen- 
eral manager for Tommy Lee: Nego- 
tiations were opened with owners 
of a Seattle transmitter. on a trip 
through the northwest by Weiss, 
during which he held conversations 
with broadcasters in Chico, Eureka 
and Redding in the northern part of 
the state. 


Don Lee network, now comprising 
10 units, would augment the setup 
with these three. Deal is reported 
near closing with only a few details 
remaining to be ironed out. 

Weiss stated last week that the 
Don Lee tieup with Mutual already 
is showing a profit despite the heavy 
line haul from the east. 








CBS ADDS KIRO, WCOC 


KOL May Join Mutual’s Pacific 
Group 








Columbia has taken on two new sta- 


tions allies during the past week. 


One is KIRO, Seattle, and the other, 
WCOC, Meridian, Miss. KIRO will 
replace the network’s present Seattle 
release, KOL, at the end of the cur- 
rent year, unless, before the con- 
tract expires, the latter should elect 
to ally itself with the Don Lee-Mu- 
tual setup. KIRO is now on 710 k.c. 
and operates at 1,000 watts day and 
night, but the indications are that 
it will move to go 5,000 watts so as 
to protect its wavelength. WOR, 
Newark, is on the eastern end of 
710 k.c. 

‘WCOC, which operates at 1,000 
watts days and 500 nights on 880 
k.c., makes the first CBS station in 
that state. It will become part of 
the southern supplementary group. 
Station will join Columbia as soon 
as it has completed construction of 
its new _ transmitter, which will 
likely be around the end of April. 


Late Special Flash 


(By Telegram) 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Stop press son born today Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Convey. Father doing 
Bicely. 








Clarence Cosby, 
KWK, St. Louis. 


on ‘Game’ Program 





Show the Boss In 


Radio orchestra conductor 
- accepted a social invitation to 
visit the country home of his 
saxophone player, long one of 
the group that gets the pick of 
radio commercials. Sax player 
has been in the big coin for 
years. 

Met at the station by a uni- 
formed chauffeur, leader was 
whisked off in de luxe style to 
a veritable manor. 

Maestro lives modestly in a 
west side hotel. 


COLLEGE LADS 
TRY PROGRAM 
TESTING 


Ithaca, N. Y., March 2. 


Cornell -Radio Guild, group of 
undergraduates with ideas of even- 
tually crashing* the - broadcasting 
business, last Sunday (28) stepped 
up its efforts in the production field 
by putting on the first air version of 
Erwin Shaw’s ‘Bury the Dead’ over 
WESG. Program got better than 
favorable notices from the local 
dailies. 

Guild membership is composed of 

over 100 students, with Melville 
Shavelson, the president. In line 
with the organization's intention te 
prepare the undergrads for commer- 
cial broadcasting the Guild produces 
a weekly program of straight enter- 
tainment over WESG. 
Shavelson rates his organization 
as being one of professional calibre 
and ready to try out on a trained 
audience any program idea which 
an advertising agency, network or 
local station has on ice. Guild’s ac- 
tévities include obtaining written 
criticisms on each broadcast, thereby 
giving the outfit an immediate check 
on... the. -_program’s. . possibilities. 
Shavelson has offered to carry on 
the experiments for outsiders at no 
cost, with the Guild taking over all 
the casting, production and script 
preparation. 




















Cutting Down the Story 
Herb Petty of WHN, New York, 
departed last week for a little bass 
angling at Walaka, Fla. 

For a gag Ida Bailey Allen mailed 
him a cooking recipe—for a three- 
ounce fish. 


Robert Wood, Dan Thomas 
Join Radio Press Firm 
Robert S. Wood, formerly asscci- 
ate editor of the old Evening World, 
N. Y., has joined the radio publicity 
office of Robert S. Taplinger as ex- 
ecutive assistant to its head. 

Dan Thomas, formerly. with Wal- 
ter Wanger’s office joined his 
Coast office this week along with 
Ray Buffum, formerly with station 
KFWB, Los Angeles, and Jane Grier, 
femme contact. 


Sir Harry Lauder Got 
$2,600 in Australia 
For Hour on the Air 


Sydney, Feb. 9. 

Sir Harry Lauder’s broadcast over 
ithe National (government) chain met 
with general approval despite a 
storm of protest over the high figure, 
$2,600, paid the comedian for his 
hour’s work. Lauder sang the same 
songs he used on all his tours over 
here, yet over the air they appeared 
to carry a new meaning and clicked. 
Missing of course was the Lauder 
personality, but this did not distract 
to any. great extent from the pro- 
gram as a whole. 

One pic exec-.informed VARIETY 
that on the night of the broadcast 
city and nabe theatre receipts hit a 
marked low. 

Despite the comedian’s reported 
success it is not expected that an- 
other broadcast will be arranged, 
even at a reduced figure. : 


WLW Revives S. American 
Shortwaves in Spanish 


Cincinnati, March 2. 

After a layoff of more than a year, 
WLW has revived its Los Amigos 
weekly musical salute to South 
American countries. New series is 
aired at.11:15 to 11:45 p. m. on 
Thurscays. Y rginio Marucci con- 
tinues as conductor of orchestra. 
Yocal soloist: ar?) Franklin Bens and 
Flora Blackshaw. Announcements, 
made in both Spanish and English, 
are by Octavio Bermudez, of the 
foreign sales department of Cros- 
ley’s electric appliance manufactur- 
ing division. 

Programs are picked up and re- 
broadcast by various South Ameri- 
can stations, according to Bob Ken- 
nett, production manager of the 
500,000 watter, who says that pro- 
gram revival: is in response to re- 
quests from South American listen- 
ers and stations. 


Bob Goldstein Must Answer 


Norman Miller, agent, was given 
the right to examine Bob Goldstein, 
president of Superior Radio Artists, 
Inc., before trial of his action to 
recover $7,000 in commissions. 

Supreme Court Justice Levy also 
directed the company to produce its 
books and records relating to Miller’s 

















alleged contract. 





Booking Terms for Radio Acts 





5% Sustaining, 10% 


Commersh, Fare Paid 





Parkyakarkas with Jolson 


Los Angeles, March 2. 
Parkyakarkas (Harry Einstein) has 
been signed for 13 weeks on Al Jol- 
son’s Rinso show. Former Eddie 
Cantor helper is replacing Sid Sil- 
vers. 
Starts to-night (Tues.), 


Real Silk in Doubt 


Real Silk renewal comes up this 
week. Program now consists of 
Harry Sosnik’s orchestra and Edwin 
C. 2a. 


Despite substantial improvement 
in popularity rating on C. A. B. sur- 
vey, matter of renewal is in doubt 
due to anti-radio clique in doorbell- 
selling outfit. 











Verdict Vs. Visio 


A verdict of $3,000 was awarded 
L. Stewart Getter, attorney, by N. Y. 
Federal Judge Clancey Friday (26) 
against the International Television 
Radio Corp. 

Plaintiff had sued for $56,000 for 
services he claimed he rendered in 
the sale of the defendant's patent 
rights in Australia and New Zealand. 





By Station, 8 Wk. Guarantee 


Jesse Kaufman and R. L. Fergu- 
son, who are promoting a _ talent- 
booking agency for hinterland radio 
stations, peddle acts by sending out 
‘audition’ recordings. Some 57 sta- 
tions are on the wax mailing list, 
regularly getting recordings of the 
Kaufman-Ferguson talent with 64 
other broadcasters on a supplemental 
list, sent teaser letters in effort to 
warm ’em up to the new talent- 
booking idea. 

Agency has spotted Tony Cabooch 
on WHO, Des Moines, and Freddie 
Miller on WSYR, Syracuse, and has 
15 acts under contract. Will not han- 
dle talent unless it’s under exclusive 
management of firm. 


Transportation 


Terms under which talent is han- 
dled calls for 5% on sustainers, 10% 
on commercials, and 15% from any 
act that gets more than $200 a week. 
Stations are to pay transportation 
out from New York to destination on 
all acts bought through agency. 

Most of the talent firm is now 
handling is rather unknown, with 
several having minor raps. Salaries 
asked chiefly circle around the $100 
a week bracket, if commercial and 
half of that, or less, if sustaining. 

Firm won’t sell an act to a station 
with less than an eight-week guar- 
antee, 
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Denver Stations Hear From Police 








Idea Wanted | | 


Buffalo, March 2. 

A representative of the Addi- 
son Vars Advertising agency 
showed up in the WGR-WKBW 
sales department Friday (26) 
to inquire about some kind of 
an idea for presentation to the 
Moskin’s Credit Clothing Co. 
Shortly after a member of Moss- 
Chase inquired on behalf of 
Moskins. 

Then Landsheft & Warman, 
Inc.; inquired.‘ So did the Ellis 
Advertising company, Bowman 
& Block, Radio Advertising Co. 
and others—all with Moskin’s 
in mind. 

Moskin’s had written a letter 
to each, asking in effect if 
they’d handle radio advertising 
and please submit an idea. Pay- 
off is that Moskin’s figures to 
spend $100 a week on radio. 


LEGITS ACTIVE 
ON THE AIR 


‘Richard II’ apparently won’t be 
played on the air by Maurice Evans 
as long as his current stage version 
is available. Lord & Thomas last 
week ran into a snag on the thing 
after it had engaged him for an ap- 
pearance on the RCA Matinee (NBC) 
Sunday (28). 

-What the agency had specifically 
in mind when it gave the British 
player a commitment was that. he 
do a bit from ‘Richard II.” Evans 
later advised the L & T that his co- 
producers of the piece at the St. 
James theatre didn’t want him to do 
‘Richard’ on the air. ‘Hamlet’ was 
substituted. 

Some Broadway legit players now 
doubling into rea @. script serials: 

Phyllis Welch (‘High Tor’) in 
‘John’s Other Wife’; Stephan Fox 
(Dr. Clitterhouse’) in ‘Just Plain 
Bill’; Everett Sloane (‘Boy Meets 
Girl’) in ‘Easy Aces’; Rita Johnson 
(‘Fulton of Oak Falls’) in ‘Lady In- 
terne.’ 

Radio also cops a couple of legit 
attractions for guest-star appearances 
this week and next on Kate Smith’s 
A. & P. broadcast. Philip Merivale 
and Gladys Cooper will do a scene 
from ‘Death Takes a Holiday’ to- 
morrow night (Thursday). They 
follow up with a testimonial for 
Lucky Strike March 10. Both deals 
set by the William Morris office. 
Margaret Sullavan, with four sup- 
porting players from the current 
‘Stage Door,’ will enact a scene from 
the latter for the Kate Smith show 
night of March 11. Curtis & Allen 
set this deal through Sam H. Harris, 
producer of the play. 

RCA Matinee on NBC will a week 
from Sunday (14) bring together 
Sarah Allgood and Dudley Digges 
for the first time since 1905. They 
will do an excerpt from Lennox 
Robinson’s ‘Whitehead Boy’ in kow- 
tow to St. Patrick’s Day. 

Last time that the star of the Ab- 
bey Theatre and Digges worked to- 
gether was in the first production of 
the Abbey Players. Miss Allgood 
was brought over for a part in the 
new Guild play, Storm Over Patsy,’ 
while Digges is now appearing in 
‘Masque of Kings.’ 


Flanter Heads South 


Adrian Flanter, head of his own 
station promotion outfit, undertak- 
ing a tour of the South to line up 
clients and campaigns, 

Also issuing a house organ labeled 
‘Promotion.’ Al Rose, sales promo- 
tion manager of WMCA, New York, 
responsible for one article in if. 























Arthur’s New Spot 

Jack Arthur, who completed his 
run for Vim stores, will get a special 
sustainer on WOR, New York. Sta- 
tion will frame a ‘Romance in 
Rythm’ idea, with Evelyn Case as 
the heartthrob. 

Nat Brusiloff orchestra backing up. 





Les Gottlieb on Tour 
Les Gottlieb, publicity director for 
Mutual, is on the road meeting sta- 
tions. 
Confabing with p. a. colleagues in 
Detroit, Chicago, Washington, Cin- 





po 





cinnati, and St. Louis. 


Chief Says Dramnatination Represented Men 
as Hicks—Race Track Echo at KFEL 


Denver, March 2. 

Radio stations and personnel came 
in for police attention the past week, 
First KLZ broadcast a dramatization 
of the capture of a gunman and 
Chief of Police George W. Marland 
the next day let loose with a blast 
that branded the broadcast as 
‘garbled.’ Program was based an 
the story of a young gunman, Clif- 
ford H. McKissick, who was shot and 
killed by Denver police last summer, 

Marlin’s statement leveled at the 
radio station, was: ‘We read a script 
several weeks ago which was the 
true version of the McKissick case, 
but I did not recognize it on the 
radio as the same one which I had 
read. The affair as dramatized pic- 
tured Denver as a capital of crime 
and members of the police depart- 
ment as ‘hicktown’ detectives. The 
officers were depicted as perfume 
sniffers and gas meter readers in 
true story-book style. The broadcast, 
which was nation-wide, not only dis- 
credited Denver, but it discredited 
our police department. We agreed top 
permit members of the department 
to be used as characters on the 
theory that the radio play would be 
based on the facts in the case. In 
the future I am going to demand that 
we be allowed to read and approve 


-the script and.that it.will not be re- 


written and changed after we have 
read it.’ 
Another Phase 


In connection with the roundup of 
an alleged horse-race gambling ring 
in Denver, Gene O’Fallon and. Frank 
Bishop of KFEL were booked for 
investigation and released to appear 
if wanted. Chief of police said he 
was satisfied neither O’Fallon nor 
Bishop had any connection with the 
gambling .ring. Action was taken 
mainly because recently KFEL had 
installed the Annenberg sports wire 
to use in connection with their news 
service. KFEL has obtained much of 
its. standing with Denver radio 
fans through coverage of sports 
events, and the installation of the 
wire was in direct line with that 
policy. 

This makes the second raid on 
alleged horse-race gambling bookies 
in Denver recently, and _ police 


thought that maybe they were using * 


some of the information coming over 
KFEL wire. According to police, 
Paul Greenblatt, one of several re- 
leased on bond on charges of running 
a gambling game and vagrancy, 
would relay the news from the 
KFEL news room (which was open 
to visitors) to the bookies. 


No Studio Space, 
Frisco Loses 
Program to L.A. 








San Francisco, March 2. 

Lack of proper studio facilities at 
KSFO, (CBS) for ork broadcasts 
has resulted in the temporary shift- 
ing of the Western Home Hour pro- 
grams to the web’s Hollywood stu- 
dios, effective March 8. Shows will 
originate in the south until new stu- 
dios can be readied here. 

Tom Breneman, emcee, will con- 
tinue to handle the programs, em- 
ploying Hollywood talent in place of 
the local singers and musicians. Elma 
Latta Hackett’s home economics 
talks, a daily feature of the hour, 
will be picked up from KSFO. 
Studio ork here has been given its 
notice, but conductor Earl Towner 
may remain to direct the station's 
vocal ensembles. 

Musicians’ Union may refuse KSFO 
permission to air remote control 
dance music pick-ups from the Fair- 
mont Hotel while the station is with- 
out its own ork. Although CBS 
could continue to broadcast the Fair- 
mont music over its other outlets, 
there is a possibility that the hotel 
will seek another network affiliation 
to secure a local release. 


Fred Weber in Texas 


Fred Weber, gen. mgr. of Mutual, 
is spending the current week in 
Texas lining up a southwest leg fo: 
the network. 

Towns in which he seeks to ob- 
tain affiliates are Dallas, Ft. Worth, 
Houston and Oklahoma City. 
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take care of the demand. 


such products as_ shoes, 


metic and even books. 





Flood Prestige Pays Dividends 





Following the worst two months in the history of radio for mail- 
pulling, the stations through the Ohio and Mississippi River Valley 
territorities have come back strongly in the past couple of weeks, 
Floods in January and February utterly wrecked the mail programs 
on the stations throughout this district, and affected some of the 
key mail-pulling stations in the country. Mail in the south midwest 
states dropped as much as 90% during January and early February. 

But now it has come back even bigger 
This is credited to tremendous amount of good-will radio got among 
the flood states because of its aid and service during the catastrophe. 
Residents of some towns were prohibited to use electricity for any 
purpose, with the single exception of their radio. 

And they grew to have new faith and good-will towards their 
loudspeaker, with the result that the citizens in these territories 
are more prone than ever to listen to and believe the messages from 
their station announcers, so that now when they are told to write 
in for samples or merchandise they are doing so more eagerly and 
willingly than ever before in the history of radio. 

In the second place, merchandise is being sold over the radio for 
the simple reason that the residents of these territorities have a 
great need for much of the products being offered to ‘em on the 
ether, and many of these items are still not available in a great 
many of the south-midwest towns where the stores have not yet 
been able to restock their shelves with sufficient merchandise to 


This lack of ample goods in the flood territorities has brought a 
flock of mail-order accounts to the radio stations in these districts, 
and today these sections are offering for sale many items which 
previously weren’t merchandizable over the ether. 
stockings, 
apparel, household appliances, furniture, every possible kind of cos- 


Chicago, March 2. 


than before the flood. 


These include 
dresses and other wearing- 








Reversing Previous Situation, 


Bowes Goes After Amateurs 


Hartford, March 2, 


Stan Lee, traveling rep for Major 
Edward Bowes, here scouting for 
amateurs. Looking for individuals 
and groups that answer the Major’s 
needs for novelty, new angles and 
variety. Hartford has had two lo- 
cally sponsored amateur stanzas in 
past. Lee is particularly canvass- 
ing towns and stations that have had 
amateurs in an effort to turn up ac- 
ceptable material for the Chrysler 
show. 

On his visits to the stations here 
Lee was referred to the advertising 
agency that had handled the Hart- 
ford simon pure sessions. WDRC, 
CBS outlet, declined to provide stu- 
dio space for Lee’s auditioning so 
he worked out a deal with the new 
Hartford Times station, WTHT, 
which thought it might discover 
some talent for its own use. 

Advertising agency in question 
proved very useful with some 3,000 
amateurs on file. All received let- 
ters of invitation to audition in Hart- 
ford for possible inclusion in the 
Chrysler broadcast from New York. 





San Francisco, March 2. 

Using Bennie Walker of NBC’S 
Woman’s Magazine of the Air as 
emcee, Old Homestead Baking Com- 
pany will Jaunch a weekly one-hour 
combo tyro and semi-pro show over 
KGO here on Wednesday, March 10, 
at 7:00 ov. m. PST. 

Talent will be auditioned in ad- 
vance and only best entrants wiil be 
used. Dialers will vote for the win- 
ners, who will compete every fifth 
week for a prize consisting of a 
week’s engagement at the Golden 
Gate Theatre at $50 per. 

Programs will be produced by Ar- 
nold Maguire of NBC, in cooperation 
with Dick Stannard of the Leon Liv- 
ingston agency. 


LARRY WHITE TO L. A. 
AS CBS TALENT MAN 


Columbia Broadcasting System's 
artists bureau on the Coast will 
undergo reorganization with the ar- 
rival there early next week of Law- 
rence Loman. Also going to Coast 
is Larry White, who will take charge 
of the new setup in Los Angeles. 
White precedes Loman to L. A., 
leaving Thursday (4). 

White, presently a member of the 
CBS artists bureau staff in N. Y., re- 
turns to the h. o. after a few weeks 
on the Coast and then goes out again 
early in the summer to remain for at 
least six months, 














WLW MAKES TITLE CLAIM 


Asserts Priority on ‘For Men Only’ 
—WWSW Agrees to Drop it 








Cincinnati, March 2. 


Claiming right to the title ‘For 
Men Only’ by priority use, WLW, 
through William S. Hedges, general 
manager, has requested several sta- 
tions, among them WWSW, Pitts- 
burgh, and KFWB, Hollywood, to 
drop the tag from their programs. 
Crosley’s super watter has applied 
the stag label to a weekly sustainer 
for almost a year. 

WWSW management was prompt 
in wiring word of its compliance 
with Hedges’ request. 


TOMEI BARS DUCHIN 
INTERVIEW ON WCAU 


Philadelphia, March 2. 


Feuding between A. A. Tomei, prez 
of Musicians’ Local, and WCAU offi- 
cials, flared into open twice during 
past two weeks. Latest was result of 
Powers Gouraud’s attempt, on his 
Yellow Cab program to have Eddie 
Duchin guest gab. 

Tomei clamped the nix on it. Said 
it made no diff that Duchin band 
wasn’t to play, as p.a.’s by a Union 
musish are also barred. He termed 
it subterfuge to advertise a product 
without paying ork. Duchin was here 
playing Fox theatre. 

Week previous, Emerson Gill was 
ruled from ether by Tomei. Playing 
at Arcadia-International here, he was 
skedded for CBS web on regular 
Tuesday night prog. WCAU wasn't 
going to use it, as has local commer- 
cial at that hour. But Tomei said it 
couldn’t even be pumped through 
station facilities. 

Ted Lewis, appearing at. Arcadia 
this week, was ethered to CBS 
through WIP, which also took pro- 
gram itself. WIP and Union are 
friendly. 











Miss Household Hints 
Returns as Lady Paish 


Vancouver, B. C., March 2. 


While her husband, Sir George 
Paish, was on a lecture tour of the | 
States, Lady Paish, former Anita 


Carolyn, delivered a series of talks 
on ‘Great Dieticians of Europe’ over 
CKWX. Before her marriage to Sir 
George she did a regular culinary | 
spiel on the same station. 

It was her first visit to this side | 
since leaving to marry in England. 








NEW YORK SHOWS 
FOR GINGINNATI 


Offers Free Lines to Eastern 
Advertisers—Facilities of 
WMCA, New York, Used 
on Hook-Up Starting on 
March 15 with Pedlar & 


Ryan Account 





TRANSAMERICAN IN 





WLW, Cincinnati, 
15 will have 


starting March 
permanent telephone 
lines and studio facilities in New 
York City. Both will be available 
free to advertisers wishing to use 
the super-watter while retaining 
production supervision in Manhat- 
tan. First to contract for the ser- 
vice is Pedlar & Ryan on behalf of 
Vitalis, Latter will sponsor ‘For 
Men Only,’ formerly sustaining on 
WLW itself. but due to move east. 
This show will originate Mondays, 
9 p.m., EST. 

There are several related angles 
to the establishment of WLW’s re- 
mote studio (800 miles away) all of 
which have not been worlred out as 
yet in detail. William S. Hedges, 
general manager of Crosley stations, 
will be in New York this week to 
supervise the arrangements. He 
will be accompanied by Commercial 
Manager Frank M. Smith. 


WMCA, New York, the Donald 


centre of WLW’s Manhattan head- 
quarters. Telephone circuit hooking 
WMCA’s switchboard to the Cincy 
station will be available night and 
day and in both directions. Facili- 
ties of WMCA as required by WLW 
accounts will be fully available. 


Additional angle of the hook-up 
is that WLW-produced commercials 
can be taken off the air in New York 
for transcriptions. Lewis-Howe 
medicine program, ‘We Live Again,’ 
will be so recorded off the WLW- 
WMCA loop for use on spot series 
to be placed by account around 
country. It is expected this aspect 
may be important. 

Macfadden’s True Detective and 
True Story series on WLW will 
probably be transeribed in New 
York hereafter, Cincinnati is not a 
recording centre,. 

Subsequently there may be ex- 
changes of sustainers between the 
Crosley and Flamm outlets. WMCA 
figures to pick up prestige either 
way. Where advertisers want a 
limited market hook-up, the existing 
relationship between the New Yorker 
and Cincinnatian has an obvious 
logic. 

While the New York origination 
is a special service entirely free to 
advertisers WLW has one restriction 
on the remote wire. Transamerican 
has the exclusive sales representa- 
tion in selling it. WLW will pay 
Transamerican a commission = on 
commercials using the loop. 

Transamerican will in turn have 
a staff production man at WMCA to 
handle originations to Cincy, or re- 

ersely when programs come in 
from Ohio. 


FULL MUTUAL SKED 





Buffalo, March 2. 

Possibility that Mutual web will 
come into Buffalo on a full schedule 
increases. WGR-WKBW execs have 
now ordered control room to pipe 
Mutual programs into audition cham- 
bers for a daily hearing. Officials 
don’t say yes and they don’t say no, 
but this certainly indicates interest. 

Likely setup in case of taking Mu- 
tual would be for WKBW to be the 
local outlet for the younger chain, 
| with WGR carrying the fu'l CBS 
|; schedule. Two now alternate with 
' Columbia programs, 








Paul Rayner into Chicago on a 
general confab with Ed Bowers on 
| Midwest activities and policies. 


W’S MANHATTAN STUDIOS 








THAT D. C. WEEK-END 


CBS and NBC Kept Social Carousels 
In Motion 








Washington, March 2. 

Big liquor bills were rolled up by 
two leading networks in Washing- 
ton last week-end as newspaper crowd 
did unprecedented amount of drink- 
ing at broadcasters’ expense. Three 
separate parties were tossed as side- 
shows to the White House Corres- 
pondents Association annual dinner, 
for which Columbia furnished enter- 
tainment. 

Biggest investment was made by 
CBS. Friday (26) noon about 50 pol- 
iticians, attorneys, radio people and 
writers lunched en masse to salute 
Ed Klauber, web v. p. and on Sat- 
urday (27) CBS staged a dusk-to- 
down drink-fest for diners at Corres- 
pondents Association soiree. Not to 
be outdone, NBC seized the oppor- 
tunity furnished by visit of Clay 
Morgan, new press department 
head, to cocktail the writers at a 
rival party preceding the dinner. 


Hillbillies’ Strike Ends 
When Director Asks 
Them to Write a Letter 











Flamm station, will be the physical | 


SEEN FOR BUFFALO 


St. Louis, March 2. 

Some 26 of Harry ‘Pappy’ Chesh- 
ire’s Hillbillies pulled a four hour 
strike at KMOX last week and — 
lost. Trouble began brewing recently 
when United Remedy Co. of Chicago, 
sponsor of twice-a-day ‘Barnyard 
Follies’ conceived idea of offering pix 
of hillbillies to listeners requesting 
same. Billies objected saying this 
stunt deprived them of revenue as 
they had sold their pix. Last week 
United Remedy Co, advertised that 
all songs warbled and played by 
Cheshire’s lads would be sent to 
those who wrote for them. 

That was last straw and after a.m. 
program billies sat down and an- 
nounced they not only would 
not rehearse for p.m. program, 
but would not go through with 
any more until matter was set- 
tled to their satisfaction. Chesh- 
ire failed to reconcile them to 
idea of waiting until sponsor could 
be consulted. C. G. ‘Tiny’ Renier, 
program director of station asked 
lads to write their grievances to him 
so he could take matter up with 
sponsor, After waiting several hours 
and receiving no word from billies 
Renier made an investigation and 
learned that some of lads couldn't 
write and they had held a secret 
powwow and decided to continue 
program, Sponsor has been appraised 
of situation and may decide to let 
boys collect all the revenue they 
can through sale of their individual 
| mugs. 





‘Clyde Beatty’s Circus’ 
Produced at KMBC, K.C. 


Kansas “ity, March 2. 

R. J. Potts agency has placed a 
3-week airing of ‘Clyde Beaity’s 
Circus Adventures’ on KMBC for 
Skinner’s Raisin Bran, Omaha. Quar- 
te-hour strip, five times weekly, will 
be aired on KMBC at a talent show. 
KMBC will make pressings to be 
used by KTUL, which starts the 
series March 8. Sponsor is consid- 
ering Omaha and Dallas spots for 
the feature. 

James McQueeny of the Potts 
agency is | WESTNG the show. 


WLW After Talent 


Frank Smith, Bill Hedges and Bob 
Kennett of WLW, Cincinnati, in New 
York this week. General station biz 
for Smith and Hedges. 

Kennett will hold auditions of tal- 
ent. This is a periodic custom of 
the Cincy super-watter. 











heard at Transamerican, 521 Fifth 


avenue, 


[Rival Agency Parties on Same Cruise 


Look at Each Other Via Lorgnettes 


Members of the personnel of Lord 
& Thomas and J. Walter Thompson 
got back last week from a three-day 
cruise, which threw them together 
aboard the same ship, without hav- 
ing crossed any caste lines. Mixed 
gang from each agency kept to it- 
self and thereby retained intact the 
mpression which one has always had 
of the other. 

Place was aboard the S. S. Man- 
hattan, which is controlled by the 
International Merchant Marine. Each 
agency has a piece of the account 
and when it was decided to make 
the ship available for a trip down to 
the Caribbean and back L & T and 
Thompson personnels were invited to 
come along at half rates. 

Behavior of one bunch toward th 
other during the voyage was the re- 
sult of long conditioning. L & T 
gang had come to figure the Thomp- 
sonites as a prim, snooty lot who 
spoke of and to no one but Standard 
Brands, with the latter, in turn, talk- 
ing to nobody but the Morgans. 
What the Thompsonites have always 
thought of the L & T-ites became 
evident during the first night out 


when the latter got together for a 
party. Looking on at a safe dis- 
tance, the Thompsonites_ tss-ts-ed 


the proceedings, but not too loudly, 
and occasionaily remarked, ‘Well, 
now, what could you expect?’ L & T 
mob reiurned with heads slightly 
tingling but conscious of having had 
a good time, while the Thompson- 
ites took balm in the thought that 
they had come back with all Thompe 
son traditions unimpaired. 

Only exceptions to the non-min- 
gling of the agencies aboard ship 
were Thomas McAvity, head of the 
L & T's radio department, and 
George Faulkner, Thompson wriiecr 
and producer. Seated out on deck 
until dawning, with a stock of re- 
freshments at their sides, McAvity 
and Faulkner talked about talent 
swaps. Faulkner offered to turn over 
Jean Sablon for Maurice Evans end 
McAvity said that it might be okay 
if a couple of Thompson's stancby 
comics, a couple writers and a good 
radio idea were tossed in, 


JUNIOR LEACUE G0"S 
COMMERCIAL IN CHI 


Chicago, oy 2. 

Junior League goes on the Eows 
man firm's Fireside Theatre pro-am 
on WGN, Chicago Tribune stai‘on, 
on March 17. Believed first t'me 
that any Junior League branch has 
been signatured for a sponsored and 
paid-for job on the ether, Althouch 
J. I.. gals have puttered aboui with 
radio elsewhere. 

League players will be a short 
version of ‘Tom Sawyer.’ Bunny 
Daniels, who handles much of the 
Junior League theatrical actives 
around here, is p.a. for the J. Wa' ter 
Thompson agency which places the 
Bowman biz, 











American Bible Society 
Dramatizes Its Saleen 


American Bible Society will ta'xe 
to the air March 7 over station 
WOQXR, N. Y., on @ regular Sunday 
half-hour program. First time that 
‘good book’ publishers have used 
radio for sales promotion. 

Program will consist of drama- 
tized events in the selling of the 
Bible in remote places. Expericr:os 
of salesmen and representatives in 
distributing the book throughout the 
world is basis of show. Thoucht 
originally that Bible stories would 





Party is at | 
Ambassador Hotel, but talent will be | 


be used. 


Hackeit oe Agency 

| Montague H. Hackett, recert!y rae 
signing vice-presidency and d D 
post at Lord & Thomas, has o>°>°cd 


own agency. 

Has couple accounts of iminor nae 
| ture, none of which is placing any 
radio biz 
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Yes, Yes! 
‘Fire Over England’ is a United Artists 
1 release!...Yes, yes! It will open at Radio 
° City Music Hall!” All day long. The 
ongest poor telephone girls (Alice Kennedy, 
Times Rose Hubert and Gertrude Downey) ‘ 
nighty are going crazy with inquiriest: 
eS Wires! Rush! — 
{ = : Wires! Rush! Western Union’s Mr. William Simon brings a load ef wires 
from exhibitors to Frances Lesly of the Korda office, all asking: ‘‘ What 
about ‘Fire Over England’? When can we have it?” 
i, 
i 
} 
: A < .. ae Bits =" . 
_ ALEXANDER KORDA . 
presents a 








F ' \ An ERICH POMMER Production 
Into Their Homes! \ Directed by WILLIAM K. HOWARD 








W. G. Van Schmus, Managing Director of ¥ FLORA ROBSON cE MUBENCE OLIVIER 
Radio City Music Hall, sends out 25,000 ‘ VIVIEN LEIGH ¢ LESLIE BANKS J 
souvenir booklets with a personal recom- * RAYMOND MASSEY + TAMARA DESNI ; 
mendation to his selected list. Here is Postal % MGs hin Etke 


Telegraph messenger Harry Sacks delivering 
a copy at the door of Miss Bessie Ehrlich! 
Yes, sir! New York’s on FIRE! Watch the 
Music Hall opening tomorrow! 


‘Released thru UNITED ARTISTS’ 





Photos by Metropolitan Phote Service 
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Sl-a-Word Announcements Okay — 
On WOR, But With Restrictions 


WOR, Newark-New York, is modi- 
fying its commercial policy as re- 
gards commercials of less than five 
minutes. This was the previous 
minimum. 

Under new setup, station will sell 
50-word announcements during the 
daylight hours, Monday to Saturday, 
inclusive. But the privilege is 
hemmed in with a variety of re- 


strictions. In all instances, an- 
nouncements will be inserted after 
sustaining programs only. 


No medical accounts will be ac- 
-septed and no transcriptions per- 
mitted. Station also bars offers and 
premium stuff and will not guaran- 
tee schedule or sell Sunday time. 

Straight 530-word announcement 
rate 
tract reduces this to $50, or one dol- 
lar a word. 


Jchn Blair m 
Build-Up Moves 
For Spot Radio 


John Blair & Co. station reps, are 
combining sound recording and com- 
mercial film in an elaborate promo- 
tional campaign in behalf of spot 
broadcasting. It's an educational 
job that will primarily be directed 
at selling and advertising groups in 
the manufacturing and distributing 
fields and will be presented at sales 
managers’ meetings and business 
club gatherings. 

Ad agency men who have been 
closely connected with the buying of 
spot time will co-operate with the 
Blair office in producing the promo- 
tional piece. These time buyers 
have agreed to give their viewpoints 
on various phases of spot broadcast- 
ing and the remarks will be pre- 
sented in interview form with arc- 
tors doing the voice ghosting fer the 
agency men. Latter will get further 
credit by having their pictures in- 
cluded in the film clip. Harry Von 
Zell has the m.c. assignment. 

Among the topics that will receive 
attention in the promotional record- 
ing are the following: 

(1) A Discussion of the Advan- 
tages of Radio as an Advertising 
Medium. 

(2) The Decision to select Network 
or Svot Broadcasting to Do the Job. 

(3) Announcement Campaigns in- 
cluding Time Signals, Chain Breaks, 
etc. 

(4) Particivating Programs includ- 
ing Home Economics, News, Sports, 
etc. 

(5) Live 
scriptions. 

(6) A Problem of Selecting a List 
of Stations ta Carry the Program. 

Azencies which will be repre- 





Talent and/or Tran- 


sented in the project by way of their | 


time buyers’ opinions and plans are 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, N. W. Ayer, Young & 
Rubicam, and B. B. D. & O. 





Longine, Radio Vet 
Acct, Back to Spet 


For the first time in several years 
Longine-Whittnauer, watch makers, 
is back in the spot field in a big way. 
It’s buying time signals on a 52- 
week basis and has already handed 
contracts t») WLW. Cincinnati; WOR, 
Newark; WBZ, Baston, and KHJ, 
Los Angeles. 

Longine rates as first in the time- 
signal field. It got into broadcasting 
through a deal NBC made with it 


whereby time was swapped for 
chronometers which preceded the 
electric wall clocks around the 
studios. 


WQAM, Miami, Has New Rep 
Chicago, March 2. 


Furgason & Aston, station rep out-| 


fit, has been appointed national sales 
representative for station WQAM, 
Miami. 

F. & A. formerly handled the sta- 
tion only for Chicago, but the new 
deal set last week by Gene Furgason 
makes F. & A. sales supervisor na- 
tionally. This raises the F. & A. sta- 
tion list to 16 outlets. 





is $60, but a six-a-week con- | 


- « 


Sponsors—Agencies 





Bromo-Aspirin set for participa- 
tion in WFIL, Philadelphia, Wom- 
an’s Club program. Cox & Tanx 
Agency. 





U. S. Tobacco Co. (‘Dill’s Best’) has 
tied Pick and Pat for renewal. 

Froug dept. store on KTUL,, Tulsa, 
with series of ‘Movie Pictorials,’ a 
U. P. ready-made news feature, 





Mason, Au, Magenheimer (candy) 


with thrice weekly quarter-hour 
afternoon comedy program titled 
‘Kandy Andy and Nancy.’ Grey Adv. 
agency set. 





WFBL, Syracuse, has signed Dairy- 
men’s Leazue for indef stretch of 
re:ordings made outside school build- 
ings on station’s ‘Junior’ man-in- 
street broadcast. Waxes played back 
so that participants may hear selves. 





Precter & Gamble on WHN, N. Y., 
for ‘Crisco’ five-a-week five-min. 
periods, set for 26 weeks by Compton 
agency. Program called ‘Tunes of 
Today.” 

National Lead is testing a mystery 
drama serial in eight cities starting 
March 14. Recorded programs, timed 
for quarter-hour each, will be run 
off in 17 weeks at the rate of two a 
week. Marschalkk & Pratt is the 
agency. 

Bauer & Black is buying chain- 
break announcements for its Blue 
Jay cornplasters through Ruthrauff 
& Ryan. 

“Crisce (Procter & Gamble) is go- 
ing in for recorded one-minute an- 
nouncements, with major cities the 
objective. Chai:: breaks between a 
sustaining program and a network 
commercial show are specified. 
Compton, formerly Blackman, is the 
agency. 





Norge Co. has contracted for 39 
quarter hour transcriptions, two per 
week, on WMT, Cedar Rapids and 
Waterloo, Iowa, and KRNT, Des 
Moines, handled through the Cramer 
Krasselt agency, Milwaukee. 





WHO, Des Moines, has live talent 
program called ‘Presenting Virginia 
Dare’ for Virginia Dare extracts. 
Use ‘Three Gals and a Lad’ and the 
‘Four Dons,’ instrumentalists and 
novelty singers. Mondays, Wednes- 
days and Fridays at 10 p. m. 





tensive spot campaign of one min- 





| ute transcribed dramatized announce- 


Co. aboard WHN, N. Y., for 13 weeks | 


ments for the West Coast, and begin 


more added shc:‘ly. Deal set by the” 
Chicago office of J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency. 





J. Walter Thompson, Chicago, has 
set Sift Meats for the WCAU ‘Wom- 
an’s Club of the Air’ for 13 weeks, 
five times a week. 





Brown & Williams has purchased 
the air rights to the Kentucky Derby 
this year for Kool cigarettes. Switch 
from CBS to NBC this year. 








Powell Crosley, Jr., has placed the 
| advertising of his Crosley Distribut- 
|ing Corp., manufacturer of Xerva, 
| hair-growing device, with the O’Dea, 
| Sheldon & Co. agency. 





Parris-Dunn Cerp., Clarinda, Ia., 
| auto accessories, is figuring on a ra- 
| dio campaign. Agency is Less Adv. 
| Co., Sioux Falls, Ia. 





| Blitz-Weinhard Ce., Portland, Ore., 
| beer brewers, using radio through 
Blitz & Short Advertising Agency, 
Portland. 





Hanff-Metzger agency readying 15- 
minute dise musicals to be used in 
an extensive spot campaign for the 
ABC Washington Machine Co. To 
run once weekly for an indefinite 
period. 





California chain steres folding 
their Sunday night broadcast after 
11 months. Jack Runyon of Lord 
& Thomas produced. 


ELECTRIC ICE 
BOXES GO RADIO 





Chicago, March 2. 

Refrigerator manufacturers seem 
to be going in for bigger hunks of 
radio advertising this year than ever 
before, one stepping into it forcing 
the rest to try and beat the first. 
Norge already has completed part of 
a series of platters, and is getting 
an 80 station coverage lined up; 
Frigidaire is understood to be plan- 
ning a network variety show of 
name caliber, and other refrigerator 
manufacturers are laying similar 
plans. 

Norge show is to consist of a series 
of 15 minute platters, each of which 
will hold name bands and guest 
stars. Deal is being handled by the 
Cramer-Krasselt agency with Music 
Corporation of America, Rockwell- 
O’Keefe, and William Morris selling 
the talent. So far Freddie Martin, 
Kay Kayser, Little Jack Little, Gene 
Austin, and Tony Wons have been 
transcribed by Decca, and enough 
more to fill 54 weekly spots are be- 
ing arranged. 

Kelvinator, Electrolux, and Gen- 
eral Household Utilities (Grunow) 
are all planning to increase radio 
budgets, and start the season earlier 
this year than last. 








| United Airlines lining up an ex- 


$200,000 Over the Transom 





Sponsor Comes to Town—Sends for Station 
Reps—Buys on 46 Outlets 





Baldwin Laboratories, of Saegers- 
town, Pa., last week completed the 
placing of one of the most extensive 
| spot campaigns of thecurrent broad- 


tracts, the makers of Dwin, an in- 
secticide, did a Mohammed-comes- 
to-the-mountain. Accompanied by 
his sales manager and the head of 


A. Yount, of Erie, H. W. Baldwin, 
the lab prez, set up shop in a suite 
at the Waldorf-Astoria for a week 
and invited the station reps over to 
talk markets and campaign details. 

Baldwin accounted for still an- 
other innovation. He brought along 
with him an elaborate promotional 
work on the product, copies of 
which were given the reps for re- 
laying to the stations selected for 
the campaign. Baldwin and his 


jaids made clear what detailed co- 


operation they expected of the sta- 
tion in furthering this campaign. 
which is slated to run through the 
spring and summer. Before the 
threesome left New York they had 
lined up 46 major stations, buying 
everything from spot announce- 
ments and participations to live pro- 
| grams. It is estimated that the time 
| cost of these contracts will go easily 
over the $200,000 mark. For the 





cast season. In distributing the con- | 


the account's advertising agency, M. | 


“money involved the campaign will 
rate as the most flexible which has 
come to the spot business in years. 
The List 

Stations picked for the Dwin cam- 
paign are WBZ, Boston: WTIC, 
Hartford; WGY, Schenectady: WOR. 
Newark; WCAU, Philadelphia; 
WJSV, Washington; WBT, Charlotte, 
N. C.; KDKA, Pittsburgh; WHAM, 
Rochester; WBEN, Buffalo: WSPD, 
Toledo; WJR, Detroit; WKW, Cin- 
cinnati; WSB, Atlanta: WDAE. 
Tampa; WQAM, Miami; WWI, New 


Orleans; WSM, Nashville: WHAS, 
Louisville; WFBM, Indianapolis; 
KMOX, St. Louis; WHO, Des 


Moines; WCCO, Minneapolis; WDAY, 
Fargo; KFYR, Bismarck: WOW, 
Omaha; KVOO, Tulsa: KMA, Shen- 
andoah, Ia; WFAA, Dallas; KTRH, 
Heuston; WOAI, San Antonio: 
WBAP, Fort Worth; KOB. Albu- 
querque;'|KOA, Denver; KSL, Salt 
Lake Cify; KTAR, Phoenix; KFI, 
Los Angeles; KGO, San Francisco: 
KEX, Portland, Ore.; KJR, Seattle, 
and KHQ, Spokane. 

Comment around the trade was 
that for rank outsiders Baldwin and 
his two aids proved adept at picking 
‘em when it comes to prestige, cov- 
erage and getting value for the 





March: & with KFI and KFRC, and: 





Transamerican’s Contract | 


Responsible for much of the prevailing jitters in spot broadcasting 
circles—which, of course, includes the station sales reps—is Trangamerican, 
Latter’s sales rep adjunct, Jaeger & Reiter, has been operating to some 
extent on the old general brokerage system. There is, of course, no secret 
that the exclusive reps have been having caniption seizures as reports of 
Transamerican’s activities have reached them. 

Transamerican sends a letter to stations who copy it and send it back, 
signed. That’s the Transamerican contract, As returned it reads as 
follows: ; 

Transamerican Broadcasting and Television Corporation, 





.521 Fifth Avenue, 


New York City. 
Gentlemen: 

The following is our agreement: 

1. Our Radio Station, OPEU, Podunk, by the terms hereof becomes 
an “affiliate” of TRANSAMERICAN, as that term is understood in the 
Radio Broadeasting Industry. 

2. You agree to pay us 70% of the net card rates for station facilities 
which you purchase from us for any of your clients when the method of 
program transmission is electrical transcription. You agree to pay the 
advertising agency commission. 

3. You agree to pay to us 50% of the net card rates for station facilities 
which you may purchase from us for any of your clients when the method 
of program transmission is by wire. You agree to pay advertising agency 
commission. In the event we are unable to clear time for any wired pro- 
gram, and you send us such program on electrical transcription, you agree 
to pay us 50% of our net card rates for the station facilities purchased by 


- you from us for such program. 


4. This agreement is to remain in force for a period of one year from 
the date hereof, and is to be automatically renewed from year to year 
unless either party indicates the desire to terminate this agreement by 
giving written notice to the other sixty (60) days prior to the expired date 


of any given year hereunder. 


5. We agree to identify Radio Station in the publication, Radio Adver- 
tising Rates and Data, on rate cards, and on advertising and promotional 
material as ‘an affiliate of TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING AND 


TELEVISION CORPORATION. 


6. When a wire for the transmission of your programs is put into 


it is agreed that you will assume ali 





costs of installation and maintenance 


thereof with the exception of any necessary loops to our station, which 
loops shall be paid for and maintained at our expense by us. i 

7. You agree to pay te us any monies due hereunder on or before the 
10th of the calendar month following date of broadcast. We may bill you 
weekly or monthly in accordance with our customary practice. 

8. It is agreed that in the event any of the facilities which you have 
purchased from us become unavailable for any reason beyond our control, 
we will promptly notify you by telephone, teletype, or wire, so that you 


may in turn notify your client. 


..9. It is agreed that, in the event any of your clients for whom we under- 


stand you are buying time from us, 
any contract with you, and in case 


shall have a cancellation privilege in 
they shall exercise such cancellation 


privilege, you in turn shall have the right to cancel and terminate any 
agreement between you and us with. respect to time on our station for 


such clients. 


It is agreed, however, that you shall give us seven days’ 
notice before any such cancellation shall become effective. 
expiration of such seven-day period, 


Upon the 
however, it is agreed that you shall 


have no further liability of any nature whatsoever to us with respect to 
the purchase of time from us for such client. 


Our signature at the foot hereof 


together with yours underneath the 


word “accepted” will make this a valid, binding and enforcible agreement. 
Yours truly yours, 





By, 





WSAI Rescinds Taboo 
On Spot Announcements 


Cincinnati, March 2. 

WSAI, baby brother of Crosley’s 
super WLW, is undergoing hypo 
treatment, with Bob Jennings tem- 
porarily concentrating on adminis- 
tering the doses. 

Push-’em-up policy for the smailie 
started in earnest this week, with 
laying of foundation for spirited 
policy of civic, educational and his- 
torical programs of Greater Cincin- 
nati for build-up of the WSAI title 
and claim as ‘the Queen City sta- 
tion.’ 

Jennings, for the past two years 
sales manager of WSAI, is now as- 
sistant manager of that station in 
charge of sales and programs, under 
William S. Hedges, general manager 
of Crosley’s broadcasting division. 

WSAI will make use of many re- 
mote lines and its mobile units for 
broadcasting civic events, announces 
Jennings, and will have a permanent 
line into the City Hall for pick-ups 
of important municipal proceedings. 

Revamping also applies to the sta- 


tion’s business department, which is 


again accepting spot announcements, 
after having thumbed ‘em down for 
some months. Spot announcemeénts, 
said Jennings, will be on a limited 
basis, rumning in special periods and 
on time signals. 


Geo. Isaac with WCFL 


Chicago, March 2. 

George Isaac has been appointed 
exclusive national sales representa- 
tive for WCFL, the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Labor station here. 

Isaac has worked out a mutual 
deal with Ralph Corbett for repre- 
sentation of WCFL in the New York 
area. Under the new setup Isaac is 
starting a campaign to exploit the 
WCFL coverage of the labor market 
in Chicago. 











George Sutherland at WBBM 
Chicago, March 2. 

George Sutherland, Buffalo an- 
nouncer, has been added to WBBhi 
staff as sportscaster, replacing John- 
ny Harrington who has been farmed 
out to WJ.1D to do baseball. 

Will assist Pat Flanagan on garac: 





money. 


and in sports summary periods. 


COX-TANZ ASK 
A QUESTION 


Stations last we: turned over to 
their individual reps copies of a cir- 
cular letter sent out by Cox & Tanz, 
station rep office in Philadelphia. 
Letter, which was signatured by A. 
P. Cox, explained that C. & T. was 
working with an agency that han- 
died a food account which might use 
five 15-minute periods a week dur- 
ing the summer months and sought 
to find out whether the outlets’ regu- 
lar rep commitments would stand in 
the way in the event the business 
was available. 

Commission angle was not brought 
out bluntly by the letter. It was 
gently inferred in the line which 
read, “Please let us know by return 
mail if you wish us to co-operate 
with you to bring this worthwhile 
contract te your station.’ 

Station reps in several cases ad- 
vised their clients that the Philly 
outfit was obviously referring to F. 
Wallis Armstrong and the Campbeil 
Soup account. Latter has several 
past weeks been reported as in- 
terested in an intensive spot cam- 
paign using daytime schedules. 
Campbell is now represented on the 
air with ‘Hollywood Hotel’ and 
Burns and Allen. 


BENNY PEWS AT PREEM 
AS COMIC HITS N. Y. 


Big demand for tickets to Jack 
Benny's Jello broadcast next Sunday 
(7) caused NBC this week to scurry 
around for a larger studio at Radio 
City than had been originally set. 

Requests, which started pouring in 

to NBC as soon as Benny signed off 
last Sunday after announcing he 
would be in Manhattan for his next 
' broadcast, easily justified using the 
main 1,400-seat studio. This mzy be 
pressed into service for the fo. #:- 
coming broadcast if necessary shiits 
|in studios with other Sunday spon- 
sors can be arranged. Benny ger- 
'érally prefers more intimate stud’ 
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WEBS EAGER 


FOR FARM 
SURVEY 











Pressure brought by NBC and Co- 


lumbia upon the Joint Committee on | 
Radio Research to get something | 
started in the way of finding out | 


where rural audiences fit nowadays | 


-into the listening picture last week | 


got some results. Technical com- 
mittee of the bureau voted to study | 
and develop the details for such sur- 
vey which it would, in turn, recom- 


mend for approval by the main com- | 


mittee of 15. 


The details would’ in- | 


| 


clude a questionnaire that could be | 


used in probing around the farm 


“areas. 


Networks have contended that it 
was time that some real studies be 
made of farm audiences and have 
even offered to finance a nation-wide 
study of this sort if the joint vom- 
mittee would agree to give its bless- 
ings to the results. This the com- 
mittee has refused to do. What in 
previous years has stayed the webs 
from charting the farm areas was the 
high cost of rural investigation. One 
research organization, Hooper- 
Holmes, Inc., is now available which 
will do the questionnairing job at 
50c. a call. Farm audiences are fig- 
ured as half of the country’s listen- 
ing population. 

It is Hooper-Holmes that has been 
doing some test probing for the joint 
committee. The territory which was 
originally assigned this outfit was the 


| 


Sponsor Note 





Memphis, March 2. 

Friendly rivalry among Mem- 
phis radio stations to sign up 
the ‘singing mouse’ captured 
recently by C. D. Roberts, local 
citizen, after he had sere aded 
the Roberts’ family for a week, 
finally resulted in a silent debut 
for the mouse over WNBR. Rob- 
erts coaxed, persuaded, pleaded, 
and Grover A. Godfrey of the 


WNBR staff apologized. Mouse 
went to sleep and wouldn’t 
sing. 


Program was sponsored by 
Orkin Exterminating Co. 














‘BECKER OFFICIALLY 
WITH TRANSAMERICAN 


Don iin former program 
director for WLW, Cincinnati, has 
|\been officially given a contract by 
the Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp. It’s his first direct 
connection with the Transamerican 
payroll.. He has been on Warner lot 
in Hollywood as a free lancer with 
an ‘in.’ 

Becker started picking a produc- 
tion staff yesterday (Tuesday), con- 
tacting a prospect in Chicago. He 
leaves Chicago for Atlanta tomorrow 
(Thursday) and from there returns 
to. Coast where he will engage a 
couple other assistants. 





county inclusive of Hartford, Conn. 
Since then Hooper-Holmes has ex- 
panded its operations for the bureau, 
covering not only the entire state of 
Connecticut but five counties in 
western Massachusetts. Hartford 
findings are currently in process of 
graphing and analysis. 





| trends 





FREE WAX HAUNTS SPOT 








ADVERTISER GETS 





TALENT ON CUFF 


But Those Who Don’t Like | 
New Device Say Cost Will | 
Be Passed Back to Spon-| 
sor in Raised Rates 


HAZY FUTURE 








Spot broadcasting status quo will | 
| be drastically disturbed and existing | 
| system of special reps perhaps de-| 
stroyed as the result of certain | 
Such, is the admittedly 
prejudiced opinion of the worrying | 
brigade that does not fancy recent | 
developments. Not liked by the) 
viewers-with-alarm are: 


(a) Deadheading transcriptions ° 
the advertiser. 


(b) Passing the cost of sah ce | 
back to stations. - 

(c) Prospect of stations paying 40 
to 50% commissions on national spot 
biz. 

Foolish Circle 

Opponents of transcription-dead- 
heading claim that reduction of the 
net amount received by the. station 
through an additional fee assessment 
for the program will set up a foolish 
circle. Stations will simply raise 
their rates to neutralize the differ- 
ential and the advertiser will pay for 
the program in the end anyhow. 
Meanwhile, it is feared that the em- 
ployment of this manoeuver, with 


Petry Strengthening His Staff; 
Expect Small Station Subsid 








Horse ’n’ Buggy Days 





Kansas City, March 2. 

Kansas City Star in a weekly 
article ‘The Horse and Buggy 
Days of Radio,’ recalled that 
WDAF on Oct. 7, 1923, broad- 
cast a ‘little world series’ game 
between the K. C. Blues and 
Baltimore. And that ’through 
the courtesy of WHB and WOQ 
the air will be free of inter- 


ference from local stations.’ 
Stations had agreed to relin- 
quish their air time during 


time of the game. 
Giddyap, Napoleon! 


FACES YEAR IN JAIL 
AS SHORTWAVE OWNER 


Tokyo, Feb. 10. 

In order to shut out ‘dangerous 
thoughts’ which might trickle into 
Japan via radio over the shortwave 
route, the gendarmerie are enforcing 
the regulation which prohibits pos- 
session of shortwave sets without 
permit, said permits being impos- 
sible to obtain. 

First victim of the move was J. F. 
Jordan, a foreigner, on the staff of 
Standard-Vacuum at Yokohama, ar- 
rested yesterday (9) for operating 
a G-E model A-125. Set was con- 
fiseated and if Jordan is found 

















its seeming ‘bargain’ angle, will pos- 
(Continued on page 42) 


guilty faces maximum fine of i000 
} Yen or imprisonment up to one year. 


+ 





Chicago, March 2. 
Several radio men in Chicago, 

Detroit and New York have been, 
and are being approached #ith 


propositions to join the Petry sta- 
tion rep organization. In some in- 
stances these approaches have not 
been made direct by any member 
of the Petry firm, but through a 
round-about, go-between manner. 

In several instances these offers 
have been laughed off without any 
further consideration by the men 
approached, especially when the 
coin question was broached. 

Among those approached are ex- 
ecutives of both NBC and Columbia 
sales staffs, station managers and 
even a couple of Chicago station rep- 
resentatives themselves. 

Behind these offers is understood 
to be the Petry desire to build up 
the strength of the New York sales 
personnel; and also the probable 
eventuality of a subsidiary of the 
present Petry sales rep firm to han- 
dle national sales of a flock of 
smaller «nd minor stations which 
cannot be repped by the present 
Petry setup. 

Al Young has quit sales staff of 
WMCA, New York, to join office of 
Ed Petry, the station rep. 


KRKD Dea! in Works 


Los Angeles, March 2, 
J. F. Burke, Santa Ana, Cal., news- 
paper publisher, who recently ace 
quired KFVD here, is on a deal with 
Frank Doherty to take over KRKD, 
Still haggling over how the price 
tag should read. 
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On and On Goes WLS Barn Dance 





$394,527 in Six Years — Alumni Scattered 
Everywhere —Corn-fed Showmanship 





Chicago, March 2, 

WLS Barn Dance, going into its 
sixth year as a flesh attraction at 
the Eight Street, has played to a 
total of 562,036 ticket buyers in the 
260 Saturdays it has operated. At 
six bits -at this makes $394,527 
at the box office, which, when the 
fact that there are no traveling ex- 


a SE 


penses, no props, no extras, and 
very little exploitation expense, is 
tak@®™into consideration, makes im- 


Hot Shots left yesterday (1) to 
make a Paramount feature with 
Bob Burns and Martha Raye; Maple 
City Four has just completed a Re- 
public picture; Uncle Ezra has his 
own NBC commercial; George Hay, 
the Solemn Old Judge, is at WSM, 
Nashville; Gene and Glen at WHO, 
Des Moines; Pie Plant Pete at 





| CBS; Lulu Belle 


portant money. 

But that’s not all; family albums | 
are hocked at 50c a throw, song 
books are sold, and most important | 
of all, the majority of both per- 


formances goes on the air 


commercial. 


as paid 


Alumni 


who conceived the 
manager of -WMBD; 


Bill, 
now 


Edgar 
idea, 
Louise 


is 


are now NBC performers; Max Ter- 
hune, Smiley Burnette, and Gene 
Autry are in Hollywood; Hoosier 








In the Spring a radio listener’s 
fancy turns to KXBY 


BASEBALL 


—for Wheaties— 


U. P. NEWS 


and other exclusive features that 
hold Kansas Citians. Advertisers 
wire for best available spots on 
the Sports Station. 


KXBY 


Kansas City, Mo. 








wsoc 


CHARLOTHTE, N. C. 


Located in the heart of the Caro- 
linas and covering one of the 
richest, most responsive, and— 
in short—one of the best mar- 
kets in the world. 


An NBC Affiliate 











Massey and the Westeners | 


WGY: Ford 
Rush is also at WTAM; Hugh Cross 
is at WWVA: Cumberland Ridge 
Runners at WJJD, and Jimmie and 
Eddie Dean are doing things on 
was elected some 





| WTAM, Cleveland; Bradley Kincaid | 
| doing NBC stuff from 


air as well as in the theatre, and Pron: 4—Philip Merivale, Gladys 
: ; ooper, 
—. ee without having too AXTON-FISHER 
Towns from the size of Chicago (Spuds) 
down to the 162-person city of (Sa. 8—WJZ) 
Siren, Minn., have been played by Mar. 6—Frederick Jagel. 
WLS Barn Dance units. Have gone Mar, 13—Carlos Salvedo. 
west to Denver and east to White BRISTOL-MYERS 
Plains, N. Y. (Wed. 9—WEAF) 
Fair dates are probably the great- | Mar, 3—Gary Morfio, William 
est, both from the standpoint of | Hargraeves, 5 Rileys. 
b. o., and in numbers played. Last | CAMPBELL 
season 206 dates were filled, and | (Fri. 9—WABC) 
an expected 300 will be done this| Mar. 5--Victor McLaglen, Peter 


sort of a 1936 Radio Queen, and SO | 


|on down the line, making the WLS 


Barn Dance not only notable as an 
attraction, but as a swell stepping 
stone for its performers. 

Stage direction on this WLS af- 
fair would, at first sight, seem to| 
be the world’s worst. During the | 


any time he or she feels so in- 
| clined; performers walk to right or 
|left to talk to the front rows | 


whenever the urge presents 
indeed, when a star singer was in 
the middle of a soft ballad, another 
performer lay down in front of him 
and howled like a dog; all of which 
would be most upsetting to a Be- 
lascoesque director, but, neverthe- 
less, prevents any letdown in the 
show. 

Tactics which would ruin 
other show in the world, make this 


one successful. There are no 
straight men; everybody, male and 
female, is a toby; there are no 


stars, and no trying to falsely build 
the ordinary into star class. Uncle 
Ezra is presented with the same 
nonchalance as the lowliest singer. 
There is no line of girls, all the 
dancing being done by a dozen 
typical, and typically dressed, barn 
dancers. 
Set Up 

Entertainment is made 

music interspersed by 


up of| 
comedy. 





Vocalists appear singly, in pairs, | 
trios, and choruses; 
ists, 
for a commercial broadcast, are in 
small groups, usually all string, or 
novelty and string. The music, it-| 
self, 
and songs of the soil. 
few, hit tunes are used. 
| Whole show is built on the three- 


Few, 





any | 


instrumental- | 
aside from the orchestra used | 


| 


year. 
a WLS unit was last year at the} 
|Illinois State Fair, the troup’s| 
| third year, when the receipts upped 
to $9,900 for one day. 

For five years the WLS Barn 
Dance has been going on, both in 
and out of Chicago. It has become 
as much a part of America as 


| 


show, anyone gives a war whoop at h 
| show 


itself; | 
| every 








is hill-billy, old favorite tunes, | legal 
very |among these stations calls for at- 


| step for 


going on all the time that it has to 
click, and click it has, with the pres- 
ent seatholders laughing with the 
same enthusiasm, and applauding 
just as heartily as did the first 
audience five years ago. Station 
goes on, too, as it has done for six 
years, putting on two shows every 
Saturday night, selling them on the 


Largest gross ever done by 


‘Under the Gas Light’ as ‘Old Ken- 
tucky’ or as ‘Over the Hill to the 
| Poor House,’ and in its existence it 
as become as important to general 
business as was burlesque in 
ithe days when it was the beginning 
stars. For five years the 
Dance has been breaking 
conceivable record, yet the 
reasons for its success are still a 
puzzler for the boys who’re sup- 
posed to know show business, but 
even they will admit that it is one 
of the greatest attractions § in 
America. 


Barn 





Experienced Newsmen 
Hired After Narrow 
Escapes From Libel 





Tacoma, March 3. 
State’s small watters have decided 
to stop taking chances of invoking 
libel or unfavorable listener opinion 
on news programs. Some of these 
outlets in recent months have come 
close to the border line in stories 


| with uncertain law court origin and 


| also several libel actions have been 
averted by narrow margins. 

With the editing of copy left to an- 
nouncer-salesmen, some of the stuff 
aired has left itself wide open to 
client chasing by the lower rung of 
talent. New order of things 


;taching expert newsmen to handle 
the day’s grind, both on the editing 


ring circus idea of having so much and the legwork. 

















Wuat Is THE 


M-R-N? 


Group of Eight Stations 
Operating Simultan- 
eously from Morning to 
Midnight Sign-off. 


WBCM 
Dominates BAY CITY 
and SAGINAW Markets. 
WFDF 


First Choice in the big 
FLINT Market area. 


WJIM 

Supreme in LANSING 
WIEM 

Dominates JACKSON 
area. 

WELL 

1st in BATTLE CREEK 
WKZO 

Southwest Michigan 
WOOD-WASH 

Leads in GRAND RAP- 
IDS. 

WXYZ 





Detroit (Key Station). 












ONE OF THE EIGHT BASIC 


THE ONLY RADIO STATION IN 
BATTLE CREEK 


-WELL- 


The only station in Battle 
Creek. A newspaper-owned 
station serving a compact 
area of professional, indus- 
trial and rural groups which 
markedly prefer home sta- 
tion offerings. 


STATIONS OF THE 


Micuican Rapio Network 


EFFECTIVELY COVERS A TER 


.e ORY OF OVER 


FOUR MILLION POPULATION 
OPERATED BY 


Kinc-Trenoce Broapcastinc Gorporation 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 





Guest List 























Lorre, June Lang, 


Twins, 


Crooks, 
cond. 


baugh. 


Mary Garden, Mischa Auer. 


|nuta, Glenn Hunter. 


Walsh, Judith Anderson, Walter 
| Abel, Milton Douglas. 
RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 


AMERICAN CAN 
(Tu. 9-WJZ) 4 
Mar. 9—Adolph Menjou. 
A. & P. 
(Th. 8—WABC) 


Burns and Allen. 


Mar. 12—Ian Hunter, The Mauch 
FIRESTONE 
(Mon, 8:30—WEAF) 
Mar. 8—Margaret Speaks, Richard 
Alfred Wallenstein, guest 


FORD 
(Su. 9—WABC) 
7—Myra Hess. 
14—Elizabeth Rethberg. 


FORD DEALERS 
(Tu. 9 p.m.—WABC) 


Mar. 
Mar. 





Mar. 9—Neiona and his Hawaiians 

GENERAL FOODS 

(Calumet) 
(Su. 5—WJZ) 

Mar. 7—Joseph Schmidt. 

GROUP OF BANKS 

(Fri. 10 p.m.—WABC) 
Mar. 5—Willard Kiplinger. 


HEINZ 
(M-W-F. 11 a.m.—WABC) 
Mar. 3—Dr. William E. Aughin- 


Mar. 5—William Lengle. 

Mar. 8—Mrs. Sarah Lockwood, 
INTERNATIONAL SILVER 
(1847 Rogers Bros.) 

(Su. 4:30—WEAF) 

Mar. 8—Not booked. 
JELLO 
(Su. 7 p.m—WEAF) 
Mar. 7—Abe Lyman. 
KRAFT 
(Th. 10—WEAF) 
Mar. 4—Freddie Bartholomew, 





KOLYNOS 
(Tu. 8—WABC) 


Mar. 9—George Rafley, Benay Ve- 


LOCAL DEP’T STORE 
(Th. 9 a.m.~-WOR) 
Mar. 4—Lennie Hayton Orch., 
Ethel Barrymore Colt. 
LUX 
(Mon. 9—WABC) 
Mar, 8—Cary Grant, Grace Moore. 
MAXWELL HOUSE 
(Th. 9—-WEAF) 
4—Not bocked. 
NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—WEAF) 
Mar. 6—Mitzi Green. 
NASH 
(Sat. 9—WABC) 
Mar. 6—Belle Baker. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
(Th. 8—WEAF) 
Mar. 4—Edgar Bergen, Mary Jane 


Mar. 


Mar. 7—Jean Sablon, Josephine 
Antoine, Richard Himber, Frank Al- 
bertson, Eddie Albert. 

SHELL 
(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) 

Mar. 6—-George Raft, Gypsy 
Markoff, Eddie Rickenbacker, Nat 
Holman, Susanne Fischer, Mel Pahl, 
Harry Woodall, Cavaliers Quartet. 

SFERWIN-WILLIAMS 
(Su. 3—WEAF) 

Mar. 7—Fred Huffmith, Robert 

Allen Geif, Anna Mary Dickey. 





Wants ‘Confusion’ Ended and Ac- 
counting of Past Profits 


Ihr: ~“SAchAn . zr 
* | but prospects for 


WOR SUES W.0.R. FUR CORP. 


AIR GABS ON 
COURT CHANGE 


Washington, March 2, 

With interest in President Roose. 
velt’s plan to reorganize the UV. §, 
Supreme Court as lively as public 
concern over the 1936 Presidential 
election, competing networks are 
looking for new angles to play up 
for listeners’ benefit. Most of the 
oratory about the judiciary is on the 





cuff, however, in sharp contrast to 
the campaign ballyhoo. 

Both NBC and CBS have been 
making lavish amounts of time 


available to proponents and oppon- 
ents of the Roosevelt scheme, So 
far NBC has the edge in number of 
speeches carried. 

Although left at the post, CBS last 
week arranged novel stunt in con- 
nection with forthcoming hearings 
on the judicial reform bill. Daily 
resumes of Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee sessions will be aired by Co- 
lumbia as proceedings continue. Bob 
Horton, Scripps-Howard Newspaper 
Alliance writer, will handle the 
mike. If possible, the web will pick 
up the actual committee proceedings, 
carrying out this 
idea are dark. 





Gene Furgason of Furgason & As- 
ton returned to Chicago following 


| a thorough biz trip to Florida mar- 


kets and stations. 


WMCA 


NEW YORK’'S 
OWN STATION 
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THE ADVERTISING TEST STATION 
IN THE ADVERTISING TEST CITY” 


HARTFORD.CONN.® 





Advertise in Connecticut 
where people have MORE 
MONEY to spend. Federal 


income tax collections for 1936 
were 38.7% higher than in 
1935, as against 25.7% for the 
United States. 

















Ramberger Broadcasting Service 
jand L. Bamberger & Co. are 
plaintiffs in an action filed Monday 
(1) in N. Y. Federal Court against 
| the W.O.R. Fur Corp. Suit is for 
| an injunction to restrain the furrier 
| from using the broadcasting station’s 
| initials, claiming it tends to make 
| people believe the Bamburgers and 
| the plaintiff are affiliated. 

Besides an 
| seek an accounting of profits made 
by the fur company since using the 
name. 


| 
} 





Fred Pflungfelder Tours 


Fred Pflungfelder, boss of radio de- 
| partment at N. W. Aver agency, on 
| goodwill coast-to-coast tour for firm. 
| Stopping in all key cities, making 
| direct contact with stations airing 








Ayer accounts. 


injunction plaintiffs | 


Basic Network Station of the 





Columbia Broadcasting System 
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Long-Term License Up Again; 
Anticipate F.C.C. Opposition 





Washington, March 2. 


Long-term broadcasting licenses, 
repeatedly opposed by the Federal 
Communications Commission, were 
demanded last week by Representa- 
tive C. Arthur Anderson, Missouri 
Democrat. 

Denouncing ‘useless red tape’ and 
calling for stability for the industry, 
Anderson sponsored a bill requiring 
issuance of franchises for periods of 
not less than five years. No maxi- 
mum term was proposed, although 
the measure would ‘not change the 
present three-year limit on non- 
broadcast permits. 

The bill, which will receive whole- 
hearted support from the industry, 
is certain to encounter stubborn op- 
position from the Commish. In the 
past, the government body had taken 
the stand that until it has greater 
power to regulate the industry’s 
operations a grant longer than the 
present six-month period would be 
unwise. Specifically, the Commish 
would like authority to suspend 
franchises or fine stations which vio- 
late regulations, but whose offenses 
might not be sufficiently serious to 
justify cancellation. 

‘The men who have these broad- 
casting stations are forced to apply 
for a new license every six months,’ 
Anderson pointed out. ‘This is a lot 
of useless red tape and often in- 
volves unnecessary expense. 


‘As long as the industry is kept in| 


danger of losing permits twice a 
year there cannot be any real sta- 
bility. Nobody wants to .make a 
substantial investment if he is not 


certain of being able to stay in busi- | 


ness more than six months. A long- 
term license would put broadcasting 


on a substantial basis and encourage | 
I can see no} 


much development. 
reason for continuing to grant 
licenses for only six months and feel 
the law ought to be changed.’ 


The idea of lengthening the license | 


period has been a topic of contro- 
versy for years. Repeated attempts 
have been made to convince the FCC 





Lobbyist Publicity 


Washington, March 2. 

Agitation over administration 
of the communications act is 
having effect on the FCC, 
Broadcast Division last week 
decided it would be good busi- 
ness to announce publicly when 
favors had been granted in re- 
sponse to political pressure. So, 
weekly summary of meeting 


transactions contained a note 
that upon request of Senator 
Josh Lee of Oklahoma, added 


time had been granted for filing 
appearances in case relating to 


transfer of license of KFXR, 
Oklahoma City. 
In the past, Commish kept 


mum when its actions were in- 
spired by members of Congress 
and other pols culisted by li- 
cense-nolders and applicants. 











that conditions have reached a stage 
where longer permits 
forthcoming, but the Commish always 


present structure. Three years ago 
the government body formally turned 
down requests for one-year fran- 
chises and the matter has been dor- 





mant as far as the Federal people 
are concerned ever since. 

Industry and members of Congress 
often have gone on record in favor 
of lengthier franchises. At several 
conventions, National Association of 
Broadcasters membership has com- 
mended the idea to the government, 
while senators 
| annually have quizzed Commish per- 
| sonnel whether time has not arrived 
where more stability could be as- 
sured. 





Eddie Weaver, organ-maestro of 
|}band at Hotel Taft, New Haven, 
supplementing orchestra broadcasts 
|via WICC with new console series 
in which he is assisted by Jerry 
Guidice, pianist. 








NBC NEW PROGRAMS 
Procter & Gamble (Ivory Snow): 
‘Story of Mary Marlin,’ Mondays 
through Fridays, 5 to 5:15 p.m., be- 
ginning March 29; for 13 weeks. 
WJZ, WBZ-A, WBAL, WSYR 

WHAM, WXYZ, WLW. 

NB RENEWALS 
American Radiator: ‘Fireside 
citals, beginning March 4; for 
weeks. Basic Red 
American Tobacco: ‘Your Hit 
Parade and Lucky, Strike 





should be| 


has been opposed to liberalizing the | 


and representatives | 


stakes,’ beginning March 10; 
weeks. Basic Red, WLW, 
WOOD, SE, WSOC, WWNC, WFBC, 
WCSC, SC, WJDX, SW, KGBX, 
KTHS, KTBS, KGNC, NC, NW. Red 
| Mountain, Red Coast, KTAR, North 
| Mountain, FGU, KF BK, KWG, KMJ 
CBS NEW PROGRAMS 

J. B. Ford Co. (Wyandotte clean- 
ing products): ‘A Page from Your 
Life’ serial, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, 2 to 2:15 p.m., beginning 
| March 2; for 13 weeks. Via Akron, 
| Charleston, Cincinnati, Columbus, 
| Cleveland, Wayton, Detroit, Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh, Wheeling, 
| Youngstown (after April 13 the fol- 
| lowing are added: Boston, Hartford, 
| Providence, Springfield, Worcester). 

Nash-Kelvinator Corp. (refriger- 
ators): ‘Professor Quiz,’ Saturdays, 
8 to 8:30 p.m., beginning March 6; 
|for 26 weeks. Basic 21, Columbus, 
| Rochester, Worcester, Bangor, Mil- 
| waukee, Wheeling, Wichita, Char- 
| lotte, Richmond, Atlanta, Birming- 
| ham, Knoxville, Memphis, Nashville, 
| New Orleans, Minneapolis, Dallas 
| Houston, Little Rock, Oklahoma 
| City, San Antcnio, Shreveport Jack- 
|sonville, Orlando, Miami, Tampa, 
| Denver, Great Falls, Salt Lake City, 
| Pacific Coast Group. 


for 13 
WGL, 


| 
| 


(NOTE—New programs or *re- 








Re- | WNYC, 


13 | owned station. 
(except KSTP). | 


Sweep- | 


| 


Of Umpteen Special Coisiderations 





Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia appears 
to be now whole-heartedly back of 
York’s municipally 
Station is not com- 
basing its 

fact 


New 
mercial, license-holding 
claims on it handles no ether 
advertising. 

When 


on Jan. 1, 


LaGuardia went into office 


1933, he was lukewarm 


In the years before LaGuardia be- 
came mayor, broadcaster had cost 
annually more than $65,000 to keep 
in operation, with peak expense 
touched in °31, when cost was $73,- 
000. 

Gradually budget has been planed 
down, current year being fixed at 
$42,000, and not likely to exceed 
figure. 

WNYC is largely thankful to WPA 
for its healthy state. Government 
is spending $2,500,000 this year on 
unemployed New York musicians, 
and since musical union 802 will not 
permi 
commercial station in relief 
the non-commercial WNYC 
the harvest. Station’s program ‘log 
is dotted with periods on which en- 
tertainment is supplied by WPA 
musikers. 

Free Talent 

Troupers on rolls of Federal Thea- 

tre Project also supply free source 


| of talent to station, playing as they 


| newals for more than 13 weeks are! 


generally cancellable in cycles of 13 
weeks on 30 days’ notice.) 


‘Dude Ranch’ Folds 
‘Dude Ranch,’ on NBC-blue band 


on Tuesday nights for Log Cabin 
Syrup, concludes March 23. 


advertising budget 
months. 


during warm 





Waffle-juice firm always slices its | 


do in sketches designed to aid pro- 
mulgation of ideas sponsored by New 
York Department of Sanitation. 

But the biggest aid rendered 
WNYC by the WPA is in matter of 
station equipment, 
now building new transmitter and 
refurbishing studio quarters, cost of 
which will be $150,000. 

Mayor LaGuardia now has faith in 
WNYC largely because he has be- 
come sold on idea that station can 
do some good for city in propagan- 
dizing advice from police, fire pre- 


Government is | 





| proposed 


mation designed to aid the municipal 
government 

Being non-commercial WNYC gets 
an ASCAP license free. Further 
saves money by not paying royal- 
ties on scripts aired, ducking out of 
the copyright rule because perform- 
ances are not ‘for profit.’ 


‘WIRE, Indianapolis, in 


to idea of city supporting a station. | 


Centre of Racing Uproar 


Indianapolis, March 2 
One of the biggest fights in Indiana 
State Legislature this season is. on 
measure to 


galize pari- 
legalize pari 


| mutuel betting at Indiana State Fair 


windjammers to play on any 
roles, | 
reaps | 





horse races, and other state racing 
meets. Tax proceeds from the bets 
are to go into the state old age pen- 
sion fund, 

WIRE, Pulliam owned NBC out- 
let, got itself entangled in the hot- 
bed of discussion for and against the 
bill, by airing speech for the gam- 
bling bill by remote pickup from the 
statehouse here. Station has perma- 
nent remote in the lawmaker'’s hall 
during entire meeting of state legis- 
lators. 

Following the appeal for the bill, 
by Rep. Harry Hill (Johnson Co.), 
station received a wire from Hill’s 
home county, signed by 500 members 
of a ‘Hill for Governor’ club. Locally, 
station was besieged by telephone 
calls from blue-noses, churches, and 
like organizations for allowing Hill 
to make such a speech, and demand- 
ing a chance to answer the speech 
over the station. 


WBNO Still After Fire 

New Orleans, March 2. 
Commercial contracts of WJBW 
have been transferred to WBNO fol- 
lowing fire (25) which destroyed 
transmitting equipment and forced 

the station off the air. 
Officials said damage 


will keep 


vention palavers and general infor- station off air for about two weeks, 
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CHARLES WINNINGER 
With Richard Arlen and Sally Eilers 
‘Cappy Ricks’ 
80 Mins. 
LUX 
Monday, 9 p. m. 
WABC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
Dramatized version of the 27-year- 


| 
old ‘Cappy Ricks’ proved a natural | 


for radio. As a play, piece still gets 
hefty workout from amateur thespic 
groups around country, and in very 


| 
ssence the story fits nez i defi- | 
essence the story Sts neatly into defi | produced several network shows and | president. First guest was Alexander 


nite ‘like’ category of ether listeners. 


Title role benefitted from the good | 


trouping of Charles Winninger, new 
as a film name, but a fairly large 
looming radio name due to previous 
work Maxwell Showboat in 
tablishing the ‘Cap’n Henry’ char- 
acter. 

Richard Arlen was_§ sufficiently 
masculine as the male lead; opposite 
him, Sally Eilers was o.k. as ‘Cappy’s’ 
daughte1 

Peter 
mike by 


on eS- 


Kyne was brought before 
Cecil B. DeMille, fitting in 
as author of ‘Cappy,’ and also as a 
plugger for forthcoming ‘The Go 
Getter,’ which he also wrote and in 
which Winninger will play for War- 


B 


ner Bros. Bert. 
MINSKY’S BURLESQUE 
With Richard Brooks, Gladys Fox 


and Marjorie Roy 

15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 7 p.m. 

WNEW, New York 

Richard Brooks took cognizance of 
Samuel Dickstein alien-actor bill in 
his ‘Little Things in Life’ informal, 
week-day program by getting the 
opinions of Messrs. Herbert and Mor- 
ton Minsky and two burlesque 
strippers from the Oriental, N. Y. 
theatre which they operate. 

Real surprise of broadcast was the 
mike technique displayed by both 
the burley house operators and the 
femme strip artists. Brooks obvious- 


| 


| 
| 


‘WIMBROW PRESENTS’ 
With Dale Wimbrow, 





{of live talent. Includes everything, 


| ballads, old and new tunes. organ, | 


| chatter, poetry, vocal and piano solos, 
jand gets cver oke. . 
It’s m. c’d by Dale Wimbrow, who’s 
the Mills 


|formerly announced for 


Marguerite | 


Another morning show with plenty 


t 
i 
| 
| 
' 
| 


Werner, Mountain Pete’s Moun-| 
taineers, Singing Redheads, and 
Eve Gladstone, 

Variety 

Sustaining 

Daily, 8 P.M. 

WXYZ, Detroit 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Brothers. He threads the show to- 
| gether nicely, but his voic? is not! 
clear at times. He reads some poetry 
and warbles a tune, which is oke, 
too. 

Remainder of 45-minute show 1s 
provided by the Redhead male and 
femme duo who do nicely with 
coupla tunes: Eve Gladstone, who 
contributes a piano number; Mar- 
guerite Werner, meritorious organist; 
and Mountain Pete’s Mountaineers, 
who toss in several nice hillbilly 
tunes Pete. 


‘THE STREAMLINERS'’ 

With Arthur Fields, Fred Hall, Hal 
Levey’s Orchestra, Alice Joy, Judy 
and the Bunch and Tony Calucci. 

15 Mins. 

Daily, 9 a.m. 

Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 
As an early morning musical var- 


liety pepper-upper, this does the 
trick. Nothing pretentious about it, 
which is one of its strongest point 
It bounces out at the tardy break- 


| 


ly was prompted to present the 
show-alls on the air by trend in 
Dickstein committee testimony in 
Washington in which one witness 
claimed opera stars came to U. S. 
and sometimes wound up as flesh | 
paraders. 

Gladys Fox, who is fairly well- 


known to burlesque coterie for dis- 
robing routine, outlined her ideas 
with surprising dignity,and clarity. 
Marjorie Roy, admitting she was a 
newcomer to stripping art, backed 
up other three speakers. There was 
the to-be-expected plug for strip- 
tease as an American institution. 
Wear. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


faster or the bustling housefrau with 
the light touch in ord.r at that time 


of day. Comedy patter isn’t forced, 
music isn’t too elaborate and whole 
session seems to roll along without 
effort. 

Show is topped by humorous ban- 
ter of Fields and Hall, with latter 


offering bangup job as m.c. If there's 
ary fault to be found with their ef- 
forts it’s that their idiocies are trifle 
windy, but that’s comparatively 
harmless considering absence of sour 
gags. Hall catches just the right 
mood with casually kidding instruc- 
tions. 

Program is broken up by orches- 


tra selections (all pop stuff) and 
turns by Judy and the Bunch (gal 
birdy and harmony chorus), Alice 


Joy (she solos on alternate programs 


with Frances Adair) as sultry torcher | chere recently 
r ‘. yas) is > >) “Oo | . 7 - - 
and Tony Calucci (dialecter). ae | guesters with the Ferde Grofe con- 


Griffen, regular NBC singer, 
okay guester on show caught (26). 
Session’is much too long for spon- 
sorship, but it should be eusy to trim 
it should occasion warrant. Hobe. 
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IN LISTENER INTEREST! 


WW/)J’s first interest is the welfare of the great city of 1,800,000 
who have become accustomed to turn to WWJ for first infor- 
mation on important news events, for programs of civic bet- 
terment, for aid in helping worthy causes. 


Thus WWJ recently won commendation from the Surgeon 
General of the United States for its co-operation and enterprise 
in sponsoring a series of programs to combat tuberculosis. 


WWY]J’s co-operation with the Detroit public schools, the 
Detroit Symphony Society, the Art Institute and other educa- 
tional institutions makes a proud record. 


All these services have in no wise interfered with WW]'’s 
acceptance as the first entertainment medium 
Survey after survey verifies this fact. WWJ] is the favorite 
radio station in America’s fourth market. 
singularly favored spot in the hearts of this city which remem- 
bers the first programs of “cat’s-whisker 


in Detroit. 
It occupies a 
back 


days” in 


National Representatives 


THE PAUL H.RAYMER COMPANY 


DETROIT SAN FRANCISCO 
GeneralMotors Bldg Russ Bldg. 
Trinity 2-3060 Douglas 1294 


Src: ern er rome cee aman neem AN RY SEN 2 RT 


‘HOUSE THAT JACKS BUILT’ 
With Lois Miller, Bill Sutherland, 
Alexander Grey 
From Sponsor’s Home 
15 Mins. 
DUFF-NORTON 
Fridays, 6:45 p.m. C.S.T. 
WMAQ, Chicago 
(Walker & Downing) 


Idea of this show is to spot Lois 
Sponsor sells house-jacks, hence 
the title, ‘House That Jack Built.’ 
Miller and a different guest star each 


| week, entertaining right from the 


Pittsburgh home of the sponsors 


Grey who did a capable job with 


four numbers, and in introducing 
one which Lois Miller did. Ease 


with which Grey talked, and spar- 
kle in his voice points him as pos- 


sible radio emcee. 

Lois Miller, playing accompani- 
ments on the organ in _ sponsor’s 
home did an okay job, but handling 
organ and singing at the same time 
seemed to have been a little too 
much of a job. Might have been 
first show made her bit nervous, as 


seemed also true of Bill Sutherland. 


| posed last Thursday night 
| 


HILAIRE BELLOC 
4 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATIN 
Thurs., 8 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


Over here to deliver a series of lec- 
tures at Fordham, Hilaire Belloc was 
(25) in 
the dual role of literary critic and 
wisecracker. To Rudy Vallee went 
the assignment of feeding the British 
man of letters and the thing as a 
piece of entertainment or enlighten- 
ment didn’t come across any too 
happily. 

What Belloc had to say proved a 
combination of the writer in F:s best 





| 
| 


|} rive 


cynical-humorous platform manner 
and the gag interpolations which de- 
from the Thompson agency’s 


writing staff to give the distin- 


| guished-personage act that touch of 


| Woodhouse. 


popularization. Belloc opened with 
a crack that following a bullthrower 
on the program was somewhat tough 


for him and gradually drifted around | 


to the subject of writing. It was 
something he hated, considered ac- 
cursed slavery and the cause of driv- 
ing millions to drink. After ex- 


| hausting his low regard for the craft, 


turned his attention to P. G. 
To him Woodhouse was 


3elloc 


| the head of the profession and the 


the announcer, on the opener. Rest 
of time Sutherland ran smoothly 
both in introductions. and in com- | 
mercial copy. | 
SELINSKY QUARTET 

With Wladimir Selinsky, Max Sil- 


verman, Isadore Zir, Abrasha Bo- 
rodkin 
Swing Ensemble 
10 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
Thursday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


Aggregation specializes in swing 
music sawed out on string instru- 
ments. Has appeared on several 


programs before in guest capacity. 
Music of this type is strictly for 

the addicts. Hoi polloi as a whole 

will wonder whether the boys aren't 


screwy. Caspar Reardon might in- 
trigue a bigger section of listeners 
with his swing harping, but that’s 


novelty attached to a single person 
and a single instrument. Here the 
distribution is four times as big, 
which means that, in this case, it’s 
probably for the connoisseurs. 

Selections played were 
Gershwin, in medley form 
Nicely rendered, with the 


from 


high pitch. Good angle here, if 
varied enough. Quartet did the same 
at Carnegie Hall as 
cert. Edga. 


‘SCHOOL TIME’ 


| Educational 


| 15 





Mins. 
Sustaining 
Daily, 9:00 a.m. 
WLS, Chicago 

Daily 15 minute spot set aside by 
WLS for the purpose of covering 
five different fields of study, one 


each day of the week; and designed | 


to be listened to as a part of the 
course of study in rural. schools. 

Mondays current events are dis- 
cussed: Tuesdays. music, from the 
listeners point of view; rather than 
the musicians: Wednesdays, business 
and industry dealing principally 
with the way ordinary products are 
manufactured: Thursdays, a study of 
geography by means of travel talks 
given by natives of places discussed: 
and Fridays, a talk on the meaning 
of an education. 

Stanza Friday presented Dr. Wil- 
liam A. Ganfield, president of Car- 


roll College on a blurb ‘Why You 
Need An Education,’ but delivery 
and structure of speech was such 
that it would zoom over Johnny’s 
head without ever disturbing his 
hair. About half way through sta- 


tion announcer picked it up to con- 

| tribute additional facts, and plug 
Carroll College, which was better. 
These WLS boys know how to talk 
to the folks in a way that it'll sink 
in. 

Ganfield’s talk jammed in the 
facts. but was overloaded and aca- 
demic for a kid audience, and didn't 
get down to their level. What did 
hit would probably scare ‘em into 
getting an education for it was 
strictly fear stuff. 


RAYMOND MOLEY 
Discourse 
5 Mins. 
CHASE NATIONAL 
Friday, 10 p.m. 
WABC, New York 
4 (Wessel) 
Sliding in for five minutes on the 
Philly Symph Orch _ co-operative 
bank commercial, the ex-braintruster 


palavered on the cross-cutting the 
four component parts of business 


sive each other; of the friction con- 


stantly occurring “tween labor, in- 
vestment, management and con- 
sumer. 


Where he might have utilized hi 


brief minutes in inserting a few 
giggles and stripping down subject 
auickly for dissecting. Moley mean- 


dered out on limb with long-winded 
explanation, and his time was up not 
only before he could get back. but 
before he could quite reach limb’s 
end. 

Moley’s air pipes 
harsh adenoidal rasp, 
conducive to pleasant listeni: 
| Eugene Ormandy, batoning the 
| orch, whipped charges’ through 
rather light-vein selections, but well 
chosen with eye to likes of averave 
radio rabid, Bert. 


come out in 
certainly 


ra 
a 


| ‘HELLO PEGGY’ 


latter’s Jeeves an immortal. 
Belloc’s delivery was marked by a 
respiratory impediment, Odec. 





15 Mins. 
DRANO & WINDEX 
WGY, Schenectady. 
(Ralph H. Jones) 

Sketches in which characters drop 
the narrative thread to pick up 
lengthy advertising continuity cannot 
be over-convincing. And when the 
Svories are episodic and rather im- 
plausible, as here, they will! hardly 
rivet listeners’ attention. Transcrip- 
tions seldom bear evidence of sub- 
tletly, in their commercial! messages. 
but it is not often that players twice 
during a 12-minute period interrupt 
the action to spiei about the efficacy 
of drain and window cleansers. That 
is what Peggy, the hotel switchboard 
girl, and tw 9 bell hops do in this 


| twice-weekly series of waxers spot- 


(333.7 
counter- | 
{‘ point—the backbone of swing—in a 


| 


j Effort to 


not | 


ted throughout the country 
Drackett Co. of Cincinnati, 
Incidents are set in or about the 
lobby, with a reporter-boy friend of 
Peggy and various guests figuring 
therein. A hotel switchboard should 
be an effective point around which 
to spin tales, but the plotting and 
knitting here lacks something. 
keep the action out of 
guest rooms—a fact that scene 
| switches seem to be avoided—may 
| account for some of the implausibili- 
| ty. Actress in title role possesses the 
| clear, friendly voice and breezy man- 
| ner of a hotel operator—-character is 
likable—and other troupers display 
fair line-reading jobs. Ia addition to 
thespians’ straight plugs, Announcer 
Clyde Kittell is connected for a brief 
introductory spiel and for a 


for 


is 


ne 


AL PEARCE 

With Amateurs 

30 Mins. 

FORD DEALERS (Mich.) 

WXYZ, Detroit c 

(N. W. Ayer) 

Al Pearce on the Ford network 

show, is commuting between N. y 

and Michigan weekly to put on 4 

| series of ‘amateur roundup’ programs 

|from various Michigan towns and 

| Toledo, Ohio, for the Ford deale; 





| Michigan and Northern Ohio. Half. 
{hour stint, lengthily tagged ‘aj 


| Pearce, in Person, and Your Stars at 
Home,’ is going out over the eight 
| stations of the Michigan web, plus 
| WXYZ, Detroit, and WSPD, Toledo, 
Programs originate in a different 

| town each week, with Ford dealers 
| there as hosts at a large auditorium 
in each city, where about 90 minutes 


of entertainment is to be provided, 
in all. Only 30 minutes broadcast 
Sounds like a good idea, but i ial 
show (25) didn’t shape up that way. 
And it hardly was the amateu 


fault, for at least they tried. Pearce 
didn’t. 

Going into a different town each 
week and trying to round up enough 
talent in one day for a snappy ether 
show probably isn’t so . Fs- 
pecially if there’s no orchestra and 
auditorium = echoes. Nevertheless, 
there’s no reason for giving up the 
ship before it’s launched. 

Although production was preity 
slow on initial program, acts were 
varied enough and amateur young- 
sters fairly talented. Included we 
'a string trio, a blind tenor, a trio of 
little girl singers, a pianist, a ll-vear- 
old boy soprano, and an accordionist. 

Considerable more time will 
to be put in on the production end, 
([f Pearce can’t find enough time be- 
tween his Tuesday show from N. Y, 
and this Thursday stint, it might be 
well to pass it off on someone else. 
An ork for accompaniment could be 
used advantageously, and something 
must presumably be done about the 
acoustics in the various audes. 

Following Ford procedure. com- 
mercial spieling is choice and v 
put. Pete. 


easy E 


re 


JEAN SABLON 
Songs 
6 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATIN 
Thurs., 8 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Agency undoubtedly meant well 
but it didn’t make it any too easy 
for the French crooner’s debut in 
American radio. Instead of letting 
the fellow go and be himself the 
J. Walter Thompson corps put him 
through a curiously off-beat buildup 


7 


and had him sing stuff with which 
Maurice Chevalier had been closely 
as ociated on this side. Sablon may 
have something inveigling for 
American diallers, but if last Thurs- 
day’s (25) was a good sample the 
chances are not strong in his favor. 

Reading from script, Rudy Vallee 


described Sablon as the Bing Crosby 








on 1 noe , 
7 of France and kept stressing the 
two-minute drumming before the) amiore’e faci: Pans. lance to Ti r 
elena Danan cnt . emigre’s facial resemblance to Robet 
signoff. Agency probably is banking | Tay{or All of which tended to 
;on the well-known forbearance of] .-¢ ’ ae aaa 
cee e oy . create an abnormal audience. ex- 
| housewives and other daytime dial- ‘ meh eT 
l ers. Jaca. | (Continued on page 43) 
~~ 
& 
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An Ace among media, WGY 


turns the trick for advertisers 


in Eastern and Central New York and Western New 


England. This giant station has unequalled power and pop- 


ularity in the prosperous Northeast. Let us demonstrate 


how showmanship plays a winning hand for advertisers. 


WGY 


| 50,000 WATTS 
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~ PACIFIC COAST RADIO NOTES 





Carlton KaDell and Wen Niles au- 
ditioning on regular airing of Na- 
tional Biscuit’s Twin Star show for | 
Don Wilson’s spot when program | 
switches to CBS April 4. 
in east will make decision. 


Sponsors 





Benny Rubin auditioning new show | 





for Lew Weiss at KHJ (Los An- 
geles). David Broewman’s ork also 
spotted. 

Ernie Underwood leaving KHJ 


(Los Angeles) for chief engineering 
spot at KFRC (Frisco). 





Harrison Holliday yachted to. 
Frisco from his L. I. base over the 
weekend. 





Guy Earl grinning through a void 
where two teeth used to repose. 

Donald Ogden Stewart adapting 
his ‘Haddocks Abroad’ for radio| 
presentation over KFWB (Holly- 
wood) by Anti Nazi League. 





Bert Phillips resigned as field man- 
ager for McGregor & Sollie tran-| 
scription firm on the Coast to devote | 
his full time to L. A. Junior Cham- | 
ber of Commerce broadcasts. He's 
been their radio chairman for past| 
three years. 





| same 
| hillbilly troupe. 


| official 


iis news 


Armstrong agency, and H. F. Jones, 
Campbell soup advertising chief, in 
Hollywood to see about setting up 
the new Ken Murray show. 





Jack Benny hauled his air troupe 
east for a couple of broadcasts. 

Lila Lee heads her own program, 
‘Short Story Theatre,’ KECA 
(Los Angeles). 


over 


Stuart Hamblen recently marked 
his 9,000th hour on the air for the} 
sponsor in L. A. He has a| 








John Clark, KNX _ (Hollywood) 
news bureau head, in Frisco on a 
checkup of KSFO bureau. 

Dr. George Liebling now at KMTR 
(Hollywood) as studio pianist. 

Danny Danker being ribbed as un- 
mayor of Hollywood since 
Norman Siegel gave him that desig- 
nation in Cleveland Press. 


Thor Benedikz, native Icelander, | 
editor at KFWB (Holly-| 
wood). 


Tom Morris down from Seattle to 


| join the barkers at KEHE (Los An-| 


| geles). 


Sally Eilers, Carole Lombard and | 
Jane Wyatt have been set for Lucky | 
Strike cut-ins from the Coast. 





Mabel Stark, wild animal trainer, | 
will guest on ‘Thrills’ and tell of the | 
375 inches of grafted skin 
body, resulting from escapades with 
the ‘cats.’ 





L. Ward Wheelock of F. Wallis 


John Nesbitt prowling Hollywood 
to gather picture personality prattle 
for his ‘Passing Parade.’ 





George Raft niched for the guest |} 
on her| spot on Shell Chateau March 6. 





Mary Alkus now doing a daily 


‘ 





morning feature on KEHE (Los An- 
gles). 
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Philadelphia Experience Re- 
veals There’s Dividends in 
Early A. M. Programs— | 
Keep Pushing Back the)! 
Starting Hour—One That 
Gets ’Em First, Holds’Em, 
Is Theory 





RATES HELP 


Philadelphia, March 2. 
Philly have 


stack of new coin 


stations uncovered a 
recently in early 
morning commercials. Former silent 
periods of time devoted to calisthe- 
nics and religious programs, are now 
earning cash. Cheap advertising 
rates, of course, help. Accompany- 
ing this trend is a quiet tussle among 


stations to be first on the air. Man-| 
agements feel that early dialer-in- 


ners will leave tuner set on first 
station heard and bigger audience 
for later programs can thus be had. 

WCAU now unshutters first. It 
ethers at 6.45. However, its position 
is threatened by WDAS which comes 
on at 7.30. Harold Davis, program 
director, has. signified intent of 
shooting the switch earlier each day. 
day. 

Three stations succeed WCAU on 
waves by 15 minutes, WFIL, KYW, | 
and WIP. Small stations uncover at | 
7.30. 

WCAU's 


first commercial is 15 


RADIO'S BREAKFAST SHOW 








Unconstitutional 





Cedar Rapids, March 2, 
B. B. Hickenlooper of Cedar 
Rapids, representative in legis- 
lature now in session, doesn’t 
like so much static when he sits 





down of an evening to hear his 
favorite radio program. 

He is co-sponsor of a bill to 
knock out the growls and 
squeaks by authorizing cities 
and towns to regulate or pro- 
hibit machinery and apparatus 
that interferes with clear recep- 








| audiences. 


| Only 


tion. 





minutes for Purina Chow at 7, 
Called ‘Sing, Neighbor, Sing,’ it is| 
directed at the hix. At 7.30 Personal 
Finance b.r.’s quarter hour of news, | 
followed by 15 minutes of menus by | 
Horn & Hardart’s. Fifteen minutes | 
of transcript is then given by Tri-| 
Plex shoes at 8.15, succeeded for an | 
hour by the ‘Sleepy Hollow Cow- 
boys,’ plugging Drug Trade Product 

KYW’s commercials open at eight 
with an hour program called ‘Mag- 
ical Musical Clock’ for Iowa 
This is part live and part disc. 
lowing is 15 minutes of spots. 


soap | 


Fol- | 


| 
} 


Some 25 sponsors pay for two! 
solid hours of spots on WDAS from | 
7.30 to 9.30. All canned music. WIF | 
and WFIL also depend on the spots 
for eye-openers. The former from | 
8 to 9 with ‘Eight Bells and All’s| 
Well’ and the latter from 7 to 8 with 
‘Musical Clock.’ At 8.15 WFIL sells 
15 minutes to Strawbridge & Clothier 
and at 9 Lit Brothers take the same 
period of time. 

Big problem stations face _ is 
answering queries of prospective 
sponsors as to size of early morning 
WiP, in attempt to find 
out, will present special visual air- 
ing of ‘Eight Bells and All’s Well’ 
on March 20 from 3.15 to 4 P.M. 


| United 


| Ottawa, 





announcements of the visual 
will be during the 8 to 9 a.m. period. 





STILL ECHOES 


St. John, N. B., March 2. 
Efforts of the Cape Breton County 
Council and the Sydney Mines town 


ladiarg 


ePanrs 1 ¢ha ba ry eee 
Cai wait iV) Wy 


council, to have the Ca 
‘Cotters Saturday Night,’ a half hour 
Scottish CJCB, Syd- 
ney, N. S., finds repercussions in the 
Mine Workers. 

Latter in convention held in Glace 
Bay, N. S., went on record as of- 
ficially endorsing the ‘Cotters Satur- 


melange from 


day Night’ program and requesting 
that CBC continue it.. County and 
town councils had been lampooned 


in the program and had grown hot 
under the collar at the burlesquing, 
passing resolutions and 
them to the CBC headquarters at 
demanding the elimination 
of the program Politicians claimed 
the program subjected Scottish resi- 
dents of Cape Breton island, and in- 
cluding the members of the councils, 
to ridicule. 

Question of approving the program 
was introduced into the United Mine 
Workers’ convention. Some of the 
delegates of the union locals from 
all over the island, tried to have the 
convention take no action. 


ending 


New Orleans‘ Baseball ‘No’ 

New Orleans, March 2. 
Broadcasting of home games of the 
New Orleans Pelicans is_ taboo, 
Larry Gilbert, general manager of 
the baseball club, informed managers 
of broadcasters here Saturday (27). 
Road games were OK, but stations 
will have to describe via telegraph 

account. 





Newer 











The time has come when those responsible for radio 
advertising results must immediately seek out new 
program material in order to insure the continued 
effectiveness of radio as an advertising medium. 


TRANSAMERICAN is the largest single source of 
complete radio programs in existence, for either 


transcription or network broadcasting. 


Transamerican Broadcasting and Television Corporation 


NEW YORK 
521 Fifth Avenue 
MUrray Hill 6-2370 


John L. Clark, 


President 


CHICAGO 


333 North Michigan Avenue 
STAte 0366 


5833 Fernwood Avenue 
HOllywood 5315 


HOLLYWOOD 
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NBC Rate Card for Its 


Own Group Is Revised 
NBC is putting out this week a 


a 


new rate card affecting its owned | 


and operated stations. No drastic 
changes are involved. New card be- 
comes effective April 1. 

In practically all instances the local 
rate is the same as the network. 
Exceptions are WGY, Schenectady, 
which asks $400 per evening local 
hour and $380 per evening network 
hour, and KYW, Philadelphia, with 
$440 local and $480 network. 





Bruee Richards Manages WIBU 





| 





F.C.C.’°S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





D . 7 
Washington, March 2, 

Idaho: KSEI, Pocatello, granted renewal of license 
on 900 ke with 250 watts nights, 500 watts days, com- 
mish sustaining Examiner George H. Hill. 

Indiana: WSBT, South Bend Tribune, South Bend, 
denied frequency change from 1360 to 1010 ke, power 
boost from 500 watts to 1 kw and change hours of 
operation from sharing with WGES, Chicago, to un- 


| limited, commish upholding Examiner Melvin H. Dal- 


Bruce Richards, formerly § an- 
nouncer for KGMB, Honolulu, has |} 
become manager of the newly con- 
structed WIBU, Poynette, Wis. I. 


K. Mayr will be chief technician. 








KOOL-RALEIGH 


HOTEL COMMODORE, NEW YORK 


Per. Rep—ARTHUR T. MICHAUD 
1775 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 








Mgt.—M.C.A. 








“BARON MUNCHAUSEN” 


JACK 





RALEIGH and 
KOOL CIGARETTES 


W4IZ-9:30 P.M. E.S.T.—Mondays 
NBC Network 


Dir.: A. & S. LYONS, Ine. 




















KRUEGER BEER 
Mondays at 10:30 PM.. 
WEAF - NBC 

DRENE SHAMPOO 
Wednesdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WEAF - NBC 
Thursdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WAZ - NBC 


Management 
COLUMBIA ARTISTS 
BUREAU 

















Fred Allen 


AND 


Portland Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight” 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 

WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. EST 
Dir.: WALTER BATCHELOR 


* 














* * 
ALAN COURTNEY 
And His JOYMAKERS 
(FAST - FUNNY - FURIOUS) 


Mot On The Networks Yet 
BUT can A MILLION Joymakers Be Wrong? 


Daily —WNEW-11:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 








berg: WTRC, Truth Publishing Co., Inc., Elkhart, grant- 


ed time change from simultaneous days, share nights 
with WLBC, Muncie, to unlimited. 
Louisiana: KWKH, Shreveport, granted renewal of 


license from Feb. 1 to Aug. 1, on 850 ke with 10 kw; 
Dr. F. P. Cerniglia, Monroe, denied new station to be 
operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts, commish uphold- 
ing Examiner Hill. 

Minnesota: KROC, Southern Minnesota Broadcast- 


ing Co., Rochester, granted authority to transfer control 
of corporation from estate of L. J. Shields to Gregory 
Genitling, also license renewal until June 1 on 1310 ke 
with 100 watts. 

Missouri: KFUO, Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Mis- 
souri, Clayton, granted temporary license renewal for 
period ending Sept. 1, subject to action taken by com- 
mish on pending renewal application. 

Pennsylvania: WRAX, WRAX Broadcasting Co., 
Philadelphia, granted renewal of license on temporary 
basis only, subject to action taken on the application of 
WPEN applying for facilities of WRAX: WPEN, Wil- 
liam Penn Broadcasting Company, granted renewal of 
license from March 1 to Sept. 1, on 920 ke with 250 
watts nights, 500 watts days. 

South Carelina: H. A. Hamilton, Spartanburg, ap- 
plication for new station to be operated on -1420 ke 
with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, dismissed at re- 
quest of applicant. 

South Dakota: KGFX, Mrs. Dana McNeil, Pierre, 
granted extension of present license for 30 days from 
March 1, pending action on application for consent to 
involuntary assignment of license. 


Texas: KGKO, Providence, granted renewal of li- 


| cense for the period March 1 to Sept. 1; KF YO, Plains 
| Radio Broadcasting Co., Amarillo, granted further ex- 
| tension of present license for 30 days, on a temporary 
| basis from March 1, subject to action on pending re- 
| newal application; KFDM, Sabine Broadcasting Co., 


Inc., Beaumont, granted renewal of license for the 


| period March 1 to Sept. 1; KPRC, Houston, granted 
| temporary authority for 30 days to operate with 5 kw 
| nights, station now operates on 920 kc with 1 kw nights, 


5 kw days. 


Set for Hearing 


Arkansas: KUOA, Sileam Springs, change frequency 
from 1260 to 620 ke, increase power from 2% kw to 5 
kw; KARK, Arkansas Radio & Equipment Co., Little 


| Rock, renewal of license from March 1 to Sept. 1, on 


~ | 890 kc with 250 watts nights, 500 watts’ days, subject 


| to commish action. 


California: KMTR, Los Angeles, renewal of license 


| from March 1 to Sept. 1 on 570 ke with 1 kw (unlim- 


| 
| 


| ited temporary license granted pending outcome of 


hearing). 
Connecticut: WDRC, Hartford, special experimental 


| authority to install booster station at New Haven, to 


be operated synchronously with WDRC on 1330 ke 


| with 250 watts. 


Florida: W. W. Luce, Fort Lauderdale, new station 
to be operated on 1500 ke with 250 watts, days only; 
F. W. Berton, Coral Gables, new station to be operated 
on 1420 ke with 100 watts. 

Idaho: Clarence A. Berger and Saul B. Freeman, 
Coeur d’Alene, new station to be operated on 1200 ke 


| with 100 watts, days only. 


Illineis: Galesburg Printing & Publishing Co., Gales- 
burg, new station to be operated daytimes on 1500 ke 
with 250 watts. 

Massachusetts: WBZA, Springfield, move transmitter 
to Agawam, Mass., intall new equipment and directional 
antenna, change frequency from 990 to 550 kc: change 








time of operation from 1 kw night and day, when syn- 
chronized with WBZ, Boston, to unlimited. 

Missouri: KSD, Pulitzer Publishing Co., St. Louis, 
renewal of license for the period Sept. 1, 1936, to 
March 1, 1937 (KSD and KFUO, Clayton, operating 
under temporary extensions pending time sharing 
agreement) KSD operates on 550 ke with 1 kw nights, 
5 kw days, shares KFUO, and has been granted tem- 
porary license pending hearing. 

Montana: Roberts McNab Co., Bozeman, new station 
to be operated on 1420 kc with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days. 

Texas: T. E. Kirksey, Waco, new station to be oper- 
ated on. 930 kc with 250 watts nights, 500 watts days. 

Utah: Dan B. Shields, Provo, new station to be oper- 
ated on 1200 kc with 100 watts. 

Vermont: WDEV. Mary M. Whitehill Estate, Water- 





bury, renewal of license on 550 ke with 500 watts days | 
| nie set, 


(granted temporary license pending hearing). 

Washington: C. P. Sudweeks, Spokane, new station 
to be operated on 950 ke with 500 watts nights, 1 kw 
days; Northwest Research Foundation, Inc., Seattle, 
new special broadcast station to be operated on 1530 
ke with 1 kw 
name from Ward Walker to Northwest Research Foun- 
dation, Inc.). 


Examiners’ Reports 


Kansas: Because its service at present is better than 
standard, Examiner Melvin H. Daiberg suggested to 
the commish that the application of KWBG, Hutchin- 


(application was amended to change | 


son, for power boost and a change of frequency should | 


be nixed. 

Station already 
to the area involved and, while daytime service area 
might be increased if the transmitter were allowed to 
move onto the 550-kilocycle ribbon, an extension is 
not needed, Dalberg said. Severe interference with 
KFYR, Bismarck, N. Dak., would occur at night, he 
warned, and KWBG also would be limited to its 10 
millivolt per contour area by the operation of KSD, 
St. Louis, with a directive antenna. 

KWBG was represented at the hearing by H. Rus- 
sell Bishop, with Hugh B. Hutchison appearing on be- 
half of the commish. Attorneys protesting the appli- 
cation included Duke Patrick, Karl Smith and Lester 
Cohen, for KF YR; Paul M. Segal and George S. Smith, 
for KSD, and John M. Littlepage and Thomas P. Little- 
page, Jr., on behalf of KTSA, San Antonio, Tex. 


New. Applications 


Califernia: George H. Payne, San Jose, new station 
to be operated on 1440 kc with 500 watts. 

Flerida: Florida West Coast Broadcasting Co., Ine., 
Clearwater, new station to be operated on 1300 kc with 
250 watts 
frequency from 1300 to 610 kc); Ceala Broadcasting 
Co., Ocala, new station to be operated on 1500 kc with 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 


(contingent upon WIOD, Miami, changing | 


is delivering satisfactory programs 








| 


Iilinois: Glenn E. Webster, Decatur, new station to | 


be operated on 1290 kc with 250 watts daytimes. 


Kansas: KCKN, the WLBF Broadcasting Co., Kansas | 


City, Kans., change name of applicant from WLBF 
Broadcasting Co. to the KCKN Broadcasting Company; 
KSJS, R. J. Laubengayer, Salina, power change from 
100 watts unlimited to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Louisiana: State Broadcasting Corp., New Orleans, 
new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts. 

Massachusetts: John W. Haigis, Greenfield, new sta- 
tion to be operated daytimes on 1210 ke with 250 watts. 

Nebraska: L. L. Coryell & Son, Lincoln, new station 
4 be operated on 1450 ke with 250 watts nights, 1 kw 

ays. 

New Jersey: Press-Union Publishing Co., Atlantic 
City, new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days. 

‘ Ohio: WSPD, Toledo, boost night power from 1 to 5 

w. 

Oklahoma: KCRC, Enid, erect vertical antenna and 
boost power from 250 to 500 watts. 

Oregon: KRNR, Rosekurg, voluntary assignment of 
license to News-Review Company, 

Utah: Provo Broadcast Co., Provo, new station to be 
operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts; KDYL, Intermoun- 
tain Broadcasting Corp., Salt Lake City, day power 
jump from 1 kw to 5 kw. 





Radio's Equal Rights 


Columbus, March 2, 

For the first time in the history 
of the Ohio General Assembly, radio 
representatives this year have equal 
privileges with newspapermen on 
the floor during legislative sessions. 
Heretofore, the assembly granted 
radio the privilege for special broad- 





Trivers, 


Helen 


tional Biscuit's 





| writers were not accredited for reg- 

| ular floor privileges as are reporters. 
Under the new rule, radio writers| Ditto Bert Lawrence. 

Third member of the writing bri- 

are granted | gade, Ken Englund, is at peace with | 


casts from the floor, but radio news | out. 





events men of Ohio 
stations 


and special 
broadcasting 


} 


privileges of the floor upon written! Victor Moore and Helen Broderick. 


application by station executives. ‘and stays on the program. 


GAG TRUST BUSTED | WLW Feeds NBC Again 


Smith Off Biscuit Show 
After Tiff With Funny Duo 





Hollywood, March 2, 
Clash between Victor Moore and 
Broderick, the stars of Na- 
program, and the 
comedy writers thereof has resulted 
in a new scripting set-up. 
Trivers and Paul Gerard Smith are 
Stantey Rauh, Metro scenarist. 
who formerly wrote comedy stuff for 
Warner shorts in Flatbush, comes in. | a. 








Cincinnati, March 2. 
| WLW is resuming sustainer feeds 
| to NBC this week for the first time 
in quite a spell. Pick-ups are of 
orchestras playing Pavillon Caprice 
nitery in the swank Netherland 
Plaza. Currently the band is that of 
Don Bestor. 
| Feeds will be regular on the NBC 
| blue net on Thursdays, 11 to 11:30 
p. m. and on Sundays over the NBC 
red links from midnight to 12:30 
m., EST. A warm-up session is 
| slated for Tuescay (2) over the NBC 
red from midnight to 12:30 a. m. 


Barry | 








Mike Hanapi Hawaiian troupe back 
at WTIC. Hartford. 





i 
| 


| 


Governor Calls Night 
Session for Public Sake 


Columbus, March 2. 

Ohio’s radio-minded Gov. Davey 
did a Roosevelt last Tuesday (Feb, 
23) when he called a special eve. 
ning session of te General Assem. 
bly and broadcast his biennial budg. 
et message, taken up principally 
with relief and flood rehabilitation, 
over an ll-station Ohio radio net. 
work, 

Hook-up, set up by WHKC offi- 
cials here, included WHKC and 
WCOL, Columbus; WSAIT, Cincinnati; 
WGAR, Cleveland; WSPD, Toledo: 
WHIO, Dayton; WPAY, Portsmouth: 
WADC, Akron; WHBC, Canton; 
WKBN, Youngstown, and WALR, 
Zanesville, 

Gertrude Berg guests on American 
Can program March 16. Herman Ber- 








JUST COMPLETED 
26 WEEKS 
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THE BEAUTIFUL FRENCH SINGING STAR 


THEATRES 
THIS WEEK (FEB. 25) 


LOEW'S STATE 


NEW YORK 


Direction: NORWOOD & MARWICK - RCA Bldg. - Rockefeller Center, N.Y. 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 








- Outstanding Stunts: 





CUSTOMERS AD LIB 
DEPT. STORE 
WDAS, PHILADELPHIA 




















WDAS’ Dept. Store Angle 
Philadelphia. 

New commercial angle is being | 
used here by WDAS on program of | 
small Market street department | 
store. Broadcast is of colored band 
direct from platform in store. Cus- 
tomers who have just made pur- 
chases are called to mike and asked 
to ad lib on why they bought partic- | 
ular article they did. 

Attracts patrons to store with hope 
they'll get a chance to airspiel. 


Handbill Prints Radio Log 
Des Moines. 
Jack Spratt grocery chain of some 
700 retail stores in this sector has 
okayed a deal with station WHO, 
Des Moines, whereby program list- 
ings will be printed on the reverse 
side of handbills. Stores distribute 
handbills each Thursday telling of 
special Friday-Saturday bargains. 
Store figures 
log will prompt householder to save 
the handbill. Station is happy at 
prospect of 300,000 weekly handbills 
whooping it up for WHO. 





Des Moines. 
Long-lived baritone, George Wood- 


} 

| 
92-Year-Old Baritone IP. Ford 

| 


ruff, of Independence, Iowa, has been | 


invited by NBC, Chicago, to cele- 


brate his 92d birthday by singing a | 


group of solos over the NBC blue 
network. 








FREE OFFER 


Tear your stenog off your lap— 
Mail her in for our new map, 
And our story, straight and true 
Of just what we can do for you. 
Or, send us a facsimile— 

We'll send you, entirely free 
All the dope and facts there are 
On Station WSYR. 


1000 watts, both day and night 
Will do the job, and do it right. 


We could tell you many tales 


Of bolstered up New Y ork State 
Sales. 


But space in this sheet sets us 
back, 

So write and help us save our 
jack. 


= 
P.S.—You knew, of course, that 
‘VARIETY’ picked WSYR as 


first in Showmanship in Syracuse. 


WSYR 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


offers eppertunity te ADVERTISING 
AGENCY to establish headquarters wit 


fomplete facilities for audition and tran- 
scription porposes. Reasonable basis. 














NATIONAL RECORDING COMPANY 
2 WEST 46TH STREET, NWN. Y.C. 


MEdaliion 3-3860 





EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Young lady with excellent contacts and 
diversified radio experience in New York 
City, including timetuying, production 
and publicity, desires position, Write 
Box 31, Variety, New York. 


usefulness of radio} 


-_ 


WEBC, Duluth, Rates Up 


Rate on WEBC, Duluth-Superior, 
has been raised to $140, per evening 








hour, by NBC, effective April 1. 
Station is part of the northwest 
group. 
Current network customers may 
continue to pay the $120 an hour 


until three months later. 


Asks Overflow Station 
New Orleans, March 2. 

Application to erect a new station, 
250 watts on 1,500 kilocycles, to handle 
added business, was filed Thursday 
(25) by WDSU with the F.C.C. 

Station’s time is crowded and the 
new unit would take care of added 
commercials for city and immediate 
vicinity, Joe Uhalt, WDSU owner, 
said. 


Lillian Lowans’ Script Job 
Lillian Lowans this week resigns 
|from N. W. Ayer agency, where she 
been writing scripts and 
mercial copy and will concentrate on 
turning out scripts for ‘Tell Us Your 
| Story’ program, which debuted on 11 
'CBS stations (WABC, N. Y., exclud- 
ed) yesterday (Tuesday) for the J. 
(Wyandotte), 

It’s an N. W. Ayer acct. 





has com- 





Doc Levy Goes Nautical 
Philadelphia, March 2. 

Doc Levy, WCAU prexy, is having 
himself fitted for a sailor suit. He 
is geiting a big yacht built at a Cam- 
den shipyard. Boat will be outfitt2d 
for long cruises to warmer territory. 
Doc’s brother, Ike, vice-prexy of 
the outfit, is moving this week from 
a downtown apartment to a young 
| palace opposite the frere’s mansion 
in Germantown. Ike had the houce 

| built to his own specifications. 


/ om 


| 








George Couper’s New Job 
Chicago, March 2. 
George Couper, formerly 
Sellers 
joins 


ized radio department. 


ning ether campaigns on two ac- 


counts now on its books. 





Spieler Studies Big Guns 
Pittsburgh, March 2. 

John J. Davis, on staff of WWSW 
for next three months for daily new- 
casting of Post-Gazette and an- 
nouncing. 

Davis is succeeding Ray Schneider, 
who has obtained a leave of absence 
until June 1 to attend artillery 
School at Fort Sill, Okla. 


Art Kemp Westward Heo 





for Los Angeles Sunday (28). He 
has been in the network’s New York 
and Chicago offices the past several 
months. 


ganize sales promotional material in- 
volving the regional web. 


Fenton Joins John Blair 
Frank Fenton has 
commercial mgr. of WBNS, Colum- 
bus, to join the New York sales staff 
of John Blair & Co., station reps. 
Move becomes effective Mar. 15. 





who has handed in his resignation. 





Landt Trio as Pubs. 

Landat Trio has established its own 
music publishing firm. In honor of 
the late fourth member of the firm 
it will be known as 
Inc. 


Al Cormier’s Party 
Philadelphia, March 2. 





| Atlantic City, Saturday night, to per- 
| form at party of Vice-Prez and 
|General Manager Albert A. Cormier. 
| Band batoned by Clarence Fuhr- 
/ man. 

Rn oe ee ee 
Sigmund Spaeth guests on Ida 
| Bailey Allen’s WHN program Thurs- 
i'day (4). Same period has Teddy 
| Roosevelt, Jr., set for guestee on 
| March 10. 

| Ray Cox, a senior in the state uni- 
| versity at Iowa City, has been ap- 
| pointed publicity director for WMT, 
| Cedar Rapids. Will commute daily, 
|a distance of 28 miles. 





Atherton Hebler, of Benton and 
Bowles, fishing in Florida. 


| 


with | 
Service as radio key man, | 
the Advertising Service Co. | 
here as head of their newly organ- | 


Advertising Service agency plan- 





Art Kemp, sales mgr. for Colum- 
bia’s west coast regional, entrained | 


| 


While on the Coast Kemp will or- | 


resigned as) 


Fenton will replace Kenyon Ivy, | 


Landt-White, | 


—==z= —— = 





Progress 





Mary Jane Walsh, who makes 
her network debut as a guest 
on the Rudy Vallee-Royal Gela- 
tin show tomorrow (Thursday) 
did her first commercial broad- 
casting out of a local undertak- 
er’s parlor in Davenport, Ia. 

Singer goes into the Rainbow 
Room, Radio City, April 1. 











WIP house band will be hauled to | 


: 





CBS Annual Statement 


Columbia will issue financial 
statement for 1936 about 15 days be- 
fore the annual meeting of the net- 
work’s board of directors, April 1. 
Board’s regular monthly meeting for 
February will be held thi 
(5). 

February gathering had been 
off because of William S. Paley’ 
sence from the city. 


Friday 


put 
; ab- 


Revive WENR Minstrels 
Chicago, March 2. 
NBC here reviving the WENR 
Minstrels as a sustainer-in-hunt-for- 
a-sponsor. 


Roy Shield will replace Harry Ko- 
gen as director. New minstrel setup 
will also have a heckler in the audi- 


ence, 


| 
| 


Hal Makelin Joins KXBY 
Kansas City, March 2. 
Hal Makelin, formerly with WIRE, | 
Indianapolis, has joined station | 
KXBY, Kansas City, as commercial | 
manager, His addition to staff has | 

brought about a new staff set-up. 
Clair Heyer taking on sales pro- 
motion duties with Herb Nelson in 
as program director, Station has also 
added an announcer, Paul Snyder, 


Inside Stuff—Radio | 


Disbarment of & Washington radio attorney may result from disclosure 
of laxness in the FCC. While no formal charges have been preferred and 
the Commish has not taken up this phase of the question, agitation has 
been started to penalize the lawyer who reputedly had access to FCC 
files and is said to have tampered with certain official records. Subject 
is carded for this week’s meeting of the executive board of the Federal 
Communications Bar Association, Probably will be an investigation by 
the FCBA’s ethics committee. 

Although they stick close together under ordinary circumstances, some 
attorneys are expressing the opinion that the situation demands drastic 
action. The slant is that investments of licensees and efforts of the lawyers 
are jeopardized when an attorney on the other side of the fuss can find 
a way to doctor papers or examine report: they are filed Since 
FCC records form the basis fo1 the alleged tampering 
has serious implications. 





before 
any court appeals 


That CBS-WOAI deal appeared last week to be a little more alive than 


it looked, although no visible progress has been made toward negotiating 


new contract whereby the network would purchase the San Antonio 
transmitter. 

With everybody insisting the negotiations were dead, Federal Com- 
munications Commission postponed until April 29 scheduled oral argu- 


ment on report of Examiner P. W. Seward who recommended the transfer 
be disallowed. Added time was granted at request of Southland Industt ies, 
which owns the station. 


A. J. Pote, managing director and one of the owners of WMEX. Boston, 
declared last week that W. R. Hearst had not made $100,000 available to 


the station for use in proposed equipment and power changes. Such 
finances, said Pote, would come entirely from WMEX's present stock- 
holders, Hearst has frequently sought to buy into the station but without 
making any headway. 

Reports were strong in Philadelphia last week that Dr. Leon Levy 
and brother Ike, prez and v. p., respectively, of WCAU, would put a 
| new evening paper in the Philly field. Supposed to have a Hearst tie-up. 


Said it 
purchase one of 


Ike denied report completely. 
ago when he tried t 
for sale, 


since two 
found it 


him 
dailies 


has haunted 
existing 


years 


and not 


Arrangements have been made by WNEW, N. Y., to borrow engineers 
and equipment of WDAE, Tampa, Florida, for the General Mills broadcast 
of Newark baseball club (International League) spring training games 
played in Tampa this year. This js the first time spring training ball cone 
tests have been sponsored for big league teams. Kmnox-Reeves is agency. 





who has moved over from KCMO. 








WOR 








THIS THING CALLED 


upplemental’” 


A supplemental, as we understand it, is a network 
advertiser. This advertiser happens to be smart 
enough to know that any one network show, broad- 
cast once a day, or once or twice a week, at a 
particular time in Greater New York, is not enough 


to reach all the people, all the time, in all the market 


about the thought. [t should be old stuff to most 
national advertisers. For they know that it’s just 
as silly to try and cover Greater New York with 
one program at one time, as it is to toss everything 
into one newspaper or one magazine. So when a 
national advertiser comes along and uses WOR to 
back his network show, we call him a supplemental. 
And we think that WOR is uniquely equipped to do 
a supplemental job. Advertisers agree, too, for 
our supplementals keep on growing like the dickens. 


WOR 








serves. There’s nothing particularly new 
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NEW RUMBLES IN IRACI-BULOVA-PAULISTS 
FEUD; F.C.C. SHRUGS OFF COMPLAINTS 








Washington Expects Last Not Heard In Case Leav- 
ing Behind Lots of Bitterness and Recrimination 


Man on Street Angle 





Cedar Rapids, March 2. 
‘Is there some one you would 





Washington, March 2. 


Final chapter in the lengthy his-|} which were shrugged off. In lengthy for WMT. 
tory of wrangling between Paulist| petition, the clerics related how they ‘Gee, mister, tanks. Hi ya, 
Fathers and Arde Bulova over station} had negotiated with Iraci and said Butch, dis is Spike. I’m as far 
WOV,. New York, was written last| the deal was inspired by and in- as Cedar Rapids and should be 
week when the Federal Communica- | formally approved by the Commish. home by supper time.’ 


tions Commission turned down two 
requests for reconsideration 
ian language transmitter. 
Refusal to reopen the hard-fought 
case when the Broadcast Division 
unanimously pigeonholed protests of 
Richard E. O’Dea of Paterson, N. J., 
president of Wodaam Corp., and of 
the clerics against the application by 


of the! Paulists 
decision approving sale of the Ital-| through 
| transmitter -to Bulova, papers said. 





like to say hello to?’ queries Art 


the Commish, Shepard, sidewalk question man 


nite charges against 


After getting consent for the deal, 
found Iraci refused to go 
and eventually sold the 


That’s the frequent salutation 
of the boys up Anamosa way— 
locale of the state reformatory. 
When they get out of stir on 
parole they immediately start 
hitch hiking for Cedar Rapids. 

Shepard spots ’em by their 





Besides declaring Bulova ‘deliber- 
ately and maliciously’ interfered with 
their transactions, Paulists asserted 
the contract approved by the Com-| 
mish is invalid. Approval is unlaw- 
ful, the protest added, because the 














short hair. 





agreement between Bulova and 
Iraci giving the latter an option on 
stock in WNEW had not been rati- 
fied by directors of the latter station. 
Q’Dea bleat not only was inti- 
mately related with the Paulists’ | 
protest but formed the basis for the 
latter charge by the clerics. Pater- 
son man, who, although president of | 
Wodaam Corp. (which controls 
WNEW) owns only 20% of the cor- 
porate stock, said his rights had been 
infringed by the Bulova-Iraci deal. 


Belated 


Belated attacks resulted from the 
complicated transaction between 
Bulova and Iraci. When these indi- 
viduals agreed on terms for sale of | 
WOV, Bulova, the buyer, agreed to | 
give Iraci not only a three-year man- 
agement contract but also the right 
to buy his stock in WNEW in the | 
event the Commish silences WOV. 
O’Dea bleat was based on a con- 
tention that Bulova had no authority 
to grant Iraci the option on WNEW 
stock. To support this accusation, | 
the Wodaam president showed he 
had a two-way contract under which 
both he and the corporation agreed 
not to sell any stock without giving 
the other a 60-day chance to buy 
the paper at the same price offered | 
by outsiders. Part of the Bulova- 
Iraci contract related to WNEW 
stock not submitted to Wodaam di- 
rectors for approval, O’Dea averred. 
This messed-up state of affairs | 
grew out of the original arrange- | 
ment which led to creation of | 
WNEW. Originally, O’Dea owned | 
WODA in Paterson and Bulova 
bought an interest in WAAM in| 
Newark, which shared the same 
channel. Stations were combined in 
June, 1933, with Wodaam corpora- | 
tion being set up to hold the stock 


which Bulova acquired WOV. from 
John Iraci and family for $30,000 
plus an option on WNEW, New York. 
Commish so far has failed to issue 
any statement of opinion or hint why 
the protests were ice-boxed. 
Reopening was sought on _ the 
ground the Commish decision per- 
mitting purchase of WOV injured in- 
terests of both the Catholic faction 
and O’Dea. The Broadcast Division- 
ites sided with Bulova and the Iracis, 
who argued that neither of the 
squawkers had any right to bleat. 
Paulists’ complaint contained defi- 








turn was created to operate the com- 
bined stations, which used the call 
letters WNEW. 

In their answers to the complaints, 
Bulova and the Iracis established the 
point that neither the Paulists nor 
O'Dea was involved in the final pro- 
ceedings. 

Not In Writing 


Regarding the WOV transfer, the 





COMBI wavson! 














LEON 


LEONARD] 


And His Warner Bros. 
KFWB Orchestra 


saying the allegations were not based 
on the record. In this way, the for- 
mer WOV owners ducked the charge 
that they had agreed—at the in- 
stance of the Commish—to sell their 
station to the Paulists. 


CHASE and SANBORN Coffee Hour Iracis contended. 
Sunday 8-9 P.M. E.S.T. NBC In the O’Dea-BuJova squabble, de- 














fense was based on the Commish | 





| 
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By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


_ LAUGHTER EARS Ano [{EART-THROBS 


Lt) 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 “*/100 °/o pure 





TWICE DAILY . 
LISTEN NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST 


iP NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST & 
e+ COAST TO COAST 


| 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
| 


Dir... BLACKMAN ADVERTISING. INC, 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 





| fused 


decision in the WOV transfer by , 
which the government agency re- | 
to sanction Iraci’s option on | 
WNEW. Bulova pointed out that no 
stock in Wodaam has been trans- 
ferred, no sale is contemplated, and 
the option probably never will be 
exercised. Bulova did not, however, 
make a reply to O’Dea’s charge that 
he had not been consulted regard- 
ing the arrangement between Bulova 
and Iraci. The Commish, likewise, 
did not see fit to look further into 
complaint that the Bulova-Iraci deal 
conflicted with O’Dea’s contract with 


| Wodaam Corp. 


Bulova-Paulist feud is still lively, 
but developing in other quarters. 
Priests have a $2,000,000 suit against 
the watch-maker and have threat- 
ened to bring similar proceedings 
against the Iraci family. Further- 
more, Paulists are trying to prevent 
Bulova from acquiring control of the 
corporation owning WCOP, Boston, 
and are looking for some means of 
challenging the Iraci purchase of 
WPEN-WRAX, Philadelphia. 








Free Wax 


(Continued from page 35) 











sibly befog the immediate future 
course of spot biz and bring in un- 
certainty and chiseling. 

Another expected result of com- 
petition among the several groups, 
once the principle of gratis programs 
becomes widespread, is that cheaper 
methods of recording may become 
imperative. That is taken to mean 
sound-on- film. And _ rightly or 
wrongly, many broadcasters dread 
sound-on-film. They see it as in- 


: ne stoc | troducing a need for new equipment 
of WBO Broadcasting Co., which in| and for confronting them in time to 


come with the possibility of the pro- 
jectionists demanding union condi- 
tions. 


Transamerican is of course the 
chief cause of most of the agita- 
tion, as it is the cause of the recent 
huddles between Edward Petry and 
World Broadcasting. Behind Trans- 





Iracis disputed the clerics’ claims by | 


| Whole buzz-buzz has many layers 


|are out 


american, as behind Petry-World, is 
represented jockeying to build or, 
reversely, to retain advantages. 


Some 
in the open at present. 
Other angles are to be heard from 
and about. General brokerage 


of meaning and significance. 


When the/ versus special representationg, with 
deal with the Catholic group fell/ all the involved problems implicit 
* through, there was nothing to pre- | 
vent negotiations with Bulova, the! future headache to follow. 


therein, is also brought up as a 

Moreover, say the dubious Don- 
alds, it may be possible that it will 
cost stations so much for national 


| spot biz they’ll become lukewarm 


to it and divert their major atten- 
tion to developing retail and local 


| angles. 





Chicago, March 2. 
With Arthur Church of KMBC, 


| Kansas City, and Chuck Myers of 


KOIN-KALE, Portland, returning to 
their desks after a six-week vaca- 
tion motor tour along the southern 
westcoast, talk is again starting up 
of a special sales representative 
setup being organized to handle a 
group of key Columbia stations. 


This would take in key stations 
through the heart of the nation, 
plus the Portland area. Among those 
stations which have been figured for 
this small, concentrated sales setup 
are, besides KMBC, KOIN-KALE, 
WHK in Cleveland. WGR-WKBW 
in Buffalo, WFBM in _§Indian- 
apolis, the Iowa network = and 
possibly KFAB in Lincoln-Omaha. 


With H. K. Carpenter in Cleve- 
land, Lew Avery in Buffalo, Buryl 


Dept. Store on Radio 


Indianapolis, March 2, 

L. 8. Ayres, local department 
store, seems sold on radio as adver- 
tising medium. After successful air- 
ing of original script last holiday 
season, written by C. M. Davis, ad- 
vertising mgr. of the store, latest 
move brings radio studios to the 
store. 

Holiday script was aired over 
WIRE, and used two local juveniles 
in speaking parts, but this time new 
series will go out over WFBM here. 

Store has built its own remote 
studio in the advertising department, 
using celotex and muslin to dud the 
echoes. With scripting by store 
admen, series will consist of five- 
minute stint daily, all dramatized 
blurbing. Plans call for 
of store specials, seasonal fashion 
flashes, and emphasized blurbs on a 
store department a day. Talent will 
come from the admen and women of 
the outfit. 








Postponed for Polishing 








highlights | 


| 


Beer Taboo Crimps Show 
But WATL Out on Top 


Atlanta, March 2. 

Wave of reform inaugurated by 
new city government bid fair to put 
a crimp in one of WATL’s most lu- 
crative accounts, Red Top Beer, but 
General Manager Maurice Coleman 
not only salvaged the business, but 
got the suds company, whose ac. 
count is handled by Eli Cohen 
Joseph Agency, Cincinnati, to up the 
ante as well. 


‘Red Top Dancing Party’ went on 
at midnight Saturday and ran to 6 
a.m. Sunday for 51 weeks straisht 
until City Council legislation banned 
sale of frothy beverage from mid. 
night Saturday until 6 a.m. Monday. 
Coleman, realizing 6-hour program 
plugging Red Top products while 
dispensaries were closed would do 
them little good, worked out deal 
with Cohen and Murray H. Silver. 
man, Red Top district sales mana- 
ger, whereby time of Dance Party 
program was changed to six nights 
per week, starting at 11 p.m. and 
closing at midnight, Sunday ex. 


| cepted. 


| 
| 


Scheduled first airing of a drama- | 
tization of a magazine story, “This Is | 


Tomorrow,’ by Erika Zastrow, which 
appeared in the January issue of Pic- 
torial Review, did not come off last 
Wed. (24). Was to have been 


e'i- 


Dance discs provide request en- 
tertainment and in addition to rou- 
tine spieling about Red Top beer 
and ale, announcer informs askers 
for music place nearest them where 


| they can order or buy product they’re 


acted by Ethel Barrymore on Bayer | 
Aspirin period on NBC-blue. At last | 


minute, and sans any announcement 
of switch at all, substitute piece was 
yanked from files, an air-version of a 
play called ‘Ruth Comes Home.’ 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, agency 
on account, made the last-mcement 
decision to switch vehicles. Deemed 
the mag dramatization, which 


had | 
been hewn by Dave Driscoll, not pol- | 


ished enough. Scripter had whipped | 
out the piece in five days. Air debut | 


of story postponed for a week dur- 
ing which Driscoll has been dissing 
it up. Carded for toniglit (Wed.). 

‘This Is Tomorrow’ was bought by 
agency, which gave $250 for the ozone 
rights. . 


Show Goes On—Via Wax 


Atlanta, March 2. 

Earle Pudney’s ‘Ramble in Rhythm’ 
program was heard as usual over 
WATL Wednesday of last week in 
spite of the fact that an dppendec- 
tomy had Pudney on his back at 
Emory University Hospital. 

Pudney, who is program director 
at WATL, knew he was going to 
have to let the surgeons scalpel him, 
so he worked up two programs in ad- 
vance, transcribed them to wax, and 
the show went on. 


WHK’s 5th B. B Season 


Cleveland, March 2. 

WHK, Cleveland, has for the fifth 
consecutive season tied up with the 
Cleveland baseball club for the 
broadcasting of all home games. It 
will make the second year for all 
out-of-town games. 

Ex-ballplayer Jack Graney and 
Sportscaster Guilbert Gibbons will 
again do the mike calling. 


‘BUTTERFLY’ ON LUX 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Opera gets a whirl on Lux broad- 
cast next Monday (8) with the airing 
of ‘Madama Butterfly.’ 
Grace Moore will be heard in title 
role. 














Alan Scott Off WCAU 


Philadelphia, March 2. 

Alan Scott, commentator on 
WCAU for past several years, is off 
ether. Commercial contract with 
Sharpless Ice Cream Co. petered and 
was not renewed. 

Station execs spilling no tears, as 
with Heywood Broun and Powers 
Gouraud preceding and following 
Scott respectively, they had three- 
quarters of an hour of constant spiel. 





Lottridge in Omaha-Lincoln, Clark 
Luther and Craig Lawrence in Iowa, 
in addition to Church and Myers 
all on a friendly basis in both per- 
sonal and business dealings, it is 
figured that sush a special sales 
setup would best fill the needs of 
these stations. 

Church particularly has been talk- 
ing station-operated sales offices in 
the chief spot business towns, and it 
is expected that he will actively take 
up this matter once more. 

Washington, March 2. 

Warner Bros. officially disclosed 
its financial connection with the 
Transamerican Broadcasting & Tele- 
vision Corp. in a report to the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission. 
Statement gave the film producer as 
owning 65% of Transamerican’s vot- 
ing stock. 

Remaining 35% is held by John L. 





Clark, Transamerican’s president. 


| 
| 


plugging. 





Mark Warnow on Luckies 

Mark Warnow will do a guest 
broadcast for Lucky Strike this Sat- 
urday (6) on CBS. After Carl Hoff 
has completed his present contract 
with the cig account Warnow will 
return to Luckies March 27 for a 
six-week stay. 




















oe. : rere a 4 
WITH HIS ORCHESTRA 
Opens Limited Engagement at 


Normandie Ballroom, Boston 


March th 
Soloist with Providence Philharmonic Orches- 
tra—March 16—Playing Own Composition: 
“SPANISH RHAPSODY” 
(HEARD ON NBC NETWORK) 
Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, ine. 
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“The Musical Toast of the Southland” 
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—NI -K 
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(Continued from page 38) ‘ALLEN FAMILY’ ; ‘ANNOUNCERS’ DOGHOUSE’ ‘HERSHFIELD’S LAUGH PARADE’ | ‘HOUR OF CHEER’ 
pectancy. Sablon’s style is more a ~ — Thelma Gilson Studie Show Comedy, Skits With Fred Wade, George Bowe, 
eee uel Chwwetier, Sablon rama Seria 30 Mins. 30 Mins. Thomas Healy, Helen Flanagan, 
Crosby ; Bet 15 Mins. | 4 Sustaining Sustaining Leonard Patricelli’s Royal Waiters, 
spends practically all his time down ee age genau KFOR, Lincoln, Neb. Friday, 8 p. m. Rudy Martin’s Orchestra 
-W-F; 7:30 p. m. 


jn the profundo registers, giving 
monotone lipservice to the lyric. 
One thing about his work that makes 
itself oticeable is the potential s.a. 
for the femme element of listener, 
but whether they'll get it at this 
stage of the medium’s development 
is much on the doubtful side. 

In booking Sablon for his initial 
air appearance on this 
Thompson agency gave itself credit 
for a coup. Lord & Thomas, which 
discovered him in France and put 
him on a commercial hookup in that 
country, had urged NBC to bring 
him over and to reserve his first ap- 
pearance for an L & T program. 
Sablon’s trip was on his own, which 

Thompson an opportunity to 
have the debut. L & T figures on 
using him anyway on this coming 
Sunday's (6) RCA Matinee. He goes 
to Hollywood on spec thereafter 

Odec. 


gave 


‘LINDA’S FIRST LOVE’ 

Transcriptions 

Drama 

15 Mins. 

KROGER GROCERY CO. 

Dailv, 12:45 p.m. 

WDAF, Kansas City 
(Ralph H. Jones) 

Grocery concern with its 90-odd% 
femme clientele has shot this waxer 
with nary a deviation, direct to the 
gal who buys the fodder. Story con- 
cerns a Cinderella romance handled 
in pulp magazine style, although a 
degree of restraint is noted in the 
‘tender’ sequences. Disc caught 
lacked action and original develop- 
ment. Latter the outstanding fault, 
as it’s the hackneyed poor-girl-poor- 
boy-rich-boy situation headed toward 
the inevitable results. 

Contests are built from plot situa- 
tions. Current giveaways are five 
wrist watches for best letters on why 
the heroine should choose the poor 
boy or the rich boy. 

Commercials are oke. 


FESULTS: 
COUNT MOST 


Let us acquaint you 


Hoyt. 









with our work 














side the | 


WIR, Detroit 

Dale Mayrs and Thelma Gilson, 
who not only pen but act this com- 
edy skit, were brought to WJR from 
| WKBN, Youngstown, O., for this par- 
ticular chore. And by no means was 


| the carfare wasted. 
With a little buildup, 





domestic 





KFOR’s ‘Announcers’ Doghouse,’ a 
new program, has excited a listening 
as well as a studio audience here and 
is one of the most popular local 
origination programs already. Stunt 
is a mat-calling session of a half 
hour wherein all station identifiers 


| who have made boners are called up 


! . 
| drama should easily snare a steady | 


| listening clientele. 
zip, comedy, and 
Mayrs, cast as Harry 


It has plenty of 
flows smoothly. 


skit, formerly was production man- 
ager at WKBN, while Miss Gilson 
(Mazie Allen) held the program di- 
rector job on the same station. Asa 
result, both seem to know the show- 
manship angle and how to put it 
across. 

Idea behind the drama is not so 


different from other domestic stuff 
but each episode carries plenty of 
sock and dialog is niftily done. Story 
centers around Allen, a typical busi- 
ness man; Mazie, his flighty, irritable 
frau. and the comic situations they 
get into. Miss° Gilson overacts her 
| part at times, but that is attributable 
to overanxiety. Mayrs performed 
meritoriously initial program. 

Serial, which has no connection 
with ‘Adventures of Jimmy Allen,’ 
previously sponsored by same com- 
pany. is also being cut ints wax fot 
shipment to four stations in QOhio, 
where Hi-Speed has big coverage. 
Stations are WGAR, Cleveland 
WJW. Akron: WKBN, Youngstown, 
and WHBC, Canton. 

Blurbing is oke and xept at mini- 
mum. Sponsor gets in additional plug 
through use of its recorded 11i 
theme song at opening and close cf 


~S} eed 


| program, Pete. 

‘MEMORY SONGS’ 

With The Keymen and _ Louise 
Wilcher 

15 Mins. 

AMERICAN BOOKMART 


Tuesdays, 7:45 p.m. 

| WOR, New York 

} (George H. Brown) 
American Bookmart is an old- 

editions and antique book brokerage 

house whose existence naturally de- 

pends upon unearthing valuable 

| volumes from obscure sources. This 


purpose, aimed directly at 
portion of public likely to have in 
possession tomes of age and value. 
Miss Wilcher’s organing consider- 
|ably backgrounded during the sing- 
|}ing, and when caught on_ initial 





|bursts when announcer Howard 
| Barnes sonorously read snatches of 
‘homey’ verse to instrument's deep- 
throated threnody. 

| Musical numbers 
| 

' 


and so-called 


ence sponsor patently wants _ to 
appeal to. Numbers like ‘Nellie 


Gray,’ ‘When Johnny Comes March- 
ing Home’ and ‘Wait ’till Sun Shines, 
Nellie’ are right down the chute to 
coddle the porch-rocker brigade 
likely to be intrigued by the possible 
riches to be found in form of old 
books yellowing in attics. 

Sponsor asks listeners to mail in a 
dime for brochure detailing what 
works are wanted and how much 
will be paid for any collectors’ items 
uncovered. Bert. 





bio of King Edward VIII, due out 
next month, will broadcast to Amer- 
ica by trans-Atlantic telephone over 
the Columbia hook-up during Coro- 
nation week. He broadcasted in a 
similar way on the night of the ab- 
dication of King Edward. 











Was 1 eVe) 48-1174 
‘Wa 1@), 8 oe 20) On 














| poetry sort shrewdly slanted at audi- | 


Hector Bolitho, who has written a | 


Allen in the} 


to the mike and dressed down. 
KFOR and KFAB’s announcers 

number. about a dozen and _ they 

usually manage to have about three 


| WMCA, New York 


| 


counts on every guy before the week | 


is up. Listeners have become critical 
and try to catch the lads on every 
break, so it isn’t possible for one to 


lip by unheralded. Racy style and 
frequent gagging make the program 
okay. In a small city they follow ’em 
carefully. Barn. 


CBS No Like Bureau’ Tag 


Columbia has decided to change 
the name of its artists sales division. 
The tag CBS Artists Bureau is out, 
and hereafter it will be 
Columbia Artists, Inc. 

Network feels that the word bu- 
reau smacks too much of a govern- 
mental setup and that the artistic 
flavor of the enterprise would be be- 
come more pointed if the term were 
eliminated. 


known as 


Changes at WLS, Chi 
Chicago, March 2. 
Several changes have been made 
in the WLS staff, with Vic Taylor 
added to the continuity department, 


| and Robert Wade McElwain to the 


| commercial. 
| WHA, Madison, 


| the Stand-By 


program is finely framed for such | 
that | 


inning on air got but two very brief | 





Taylor comes on from 
Wis., where he di- 
rected the ‘College Of The Air,’ and 
will probably engineer the new five- 
a-week WLS educational series. 

Charles A. Kennedy shifts from 
advertising manager 
post, to sales staff, his place being 
taken by Oren Allen of the sales 
staff. 


Indianapolis, March 2. 
| WFBM staff has formed club of 
ping-pong devotees. 
beneath new studios, which is con- 
veniently unoccupied at present. 


for each outsider using the layout. 
Who gets the racket revenue wasn’t 
told. 


Henry Busse Extended 
Chicago, March 2. 

Henry Busse orchestra has been 
renewed for an_ additional 
weeks by Mar-O shampoo for the 
weekly NBC ride, running the show 
through into May before calling it a 
season. 

Band has also been signatured to 
jump back on the commercial in 
September on a minimum of 13 
weeks. Under the terms of the fall 
deal, Busse band may mike from 
either Chicago or New York, since 
it’s likely that the orchestra will be 
in a New York nitery at that time. 


Fishell Damaged 


Dick Fishell, WMCA, New York, 
sports commentator, did the 1500- 





| meter race at Madison Square Gar- 


|den last Saturday night 


(27) with 


| one of his optics out of order. 


While on his regular sports resume 
the day before Fishell cut his eye 


on it. 
of bandage and a pair of 
glasses. 


dark 





Frere Taplinger’s Job 
Sylvan Taplinger, of CBS’ program 
department and brother of Bob Tap- 


to join Ted Collins office to work on 
Kate Smith’s radio show. Becomes 


effective on return of Herb Rosen- 
thal, now on vacation. 
Young Taplinger replaces Vic 





| Knight, who left CBS about six 
months ago to join Miss Smith. Lat- 
ter moves to ‘We the People’ pro- 
' gram for Calumet Baking Powder. 





Harlan Reed to Europe 

Harlan Eugene Reed sails 

| (Wed.) for Europe where he will 
visit various war fronts and cover 
the coronation. He will act as staff 
correspondent for Transradio for 
| three months. 


today 





Returns in June for a 
| lectures and broadcasts. 
| 
| Brook Temple's New Job 
Brook Temple, sports announcer 


at WHN, New York, resigning, effec- 
tive March 20, to join Jay Lewis tal- 
ent agency. 

Will start in at new spot by han- 
dling couple commercials on Mutual 
web. 


\ 


The Promotional Inetinct | 


eight | 


Use the floor | 


Staff socks a 35c. charge per game | 





severely when a mike tipped over | 
He worked the race with lots | 


linger, radio publicist, has resigned | 


series of 





| 30 Mins. 
HULL BREWING CO. 
WICC, Bridgeport 
New series 
originating at WTIC, 
|piped to WICC, 


Informal attempt to tickle the pal- 
ate of the masses, but dubious as en- 


tertainment. Idea, not exactly new, | 
involves essence of an amateur hour 
plus gags and so-called comedy, lat- 


brewer-sponsor mainl 


Verdict, after the initial sample (19), 
is that tyro gagmen evoke such blah 
in the name of comedy that it fails 
to be anything but pathetically inept, 
and with that its entertainment value 


scriptions that 


of the show. 


fades Another notable change is the ar- 
seks ‘ , rival of Fred Wade, longtime WTIC 
Donald Flamm, prexy of the sta- baritone. actor and : eae } 
. - » \ Va , « am announce! who 
tion, in personally forewording the has been heard on NBC coast-to 
program tated that possibly another uanele rs my M“ ho 1d pt hin self 
Youngman or Berle might be di: ssily to auch ' con - one | mk as 
covered. If that turns out to be the th . Ww ia asian in the oO} ‘is 
case, WMCA will be as lucky as the that “ hick, send “ ent vos m 
guy who found a black cat in a coal weekly ‘di covery’ ongstre upply 
mine at midnight of which fast showed ns f 
Chuckle value of listening to ama-| punning out 
teur young ter earnestiy trying to George Bowe continue inter- 
Write air material 1 uncertain al | locutor and correctly tries to estab- 
best. Apt to be either heart-rending | }; h the homely mood essential to 
or to evoke a mere ho-hum. ‘Laugh keeping a beer show in the family 
Parade’ appears to be in or danger- | |jying ” SOOM. Leonard Patricelli's 
ously near that class. Royal Waiters quartet, survivors of 
Harry Hershfield introduces the first contract period, definitely show 
tyros and sets off a gadget cackling why. Rudy Martin band is strictly 


like a hen when the 
too unbearable. 


stuff becomes 
(This gadget is the 


roller’s good 


of weekly ait 


43 





Hartford 


y becau 


. and 
Bridgeport-New 

ava _ —- > nantar rare ° 
ter also produced by the amateurs, | Haven, represents greater splurge = 
oO 
use of live band instead of the tran- 
supplemented 
human talent during the first semester 


se 


the 


vaude 


sensible, but at any rate shows pay- 
intention: 


counterpart of the gong, and is sup- Added innovation is insertion of a 
posed to represent ‘laying an egg.’) couple of dramatization of jokes, 
About a dozen tyros were given a| none of which heard to date are of 


chance on the first shot Most of ’em | current vintage. 


had dialog jokes of.a mild or wild Helen Flanagan, who 
vintage. Blackouts, professionally |in former series as 
performed from amateur scripts, | apostrophe in the spelled-out ‘Hull's’ 
were just as bad. sign-off, ha: 
James Madison (‘Madison's Budg- | player and baby-voice 
et’) long-time joke author’ for! well. No harm done. 
vaude, appeared as guester. Good| Commercials are in 
voice and nice reminiscent material.|and there is an 
Madison sizes up as a better ‘find’ | tribution by Thomas Healy, billed as 


than all the would-be authors rolled 
into one. 
Production as good as could be ac- 
corded this type of disjointed stanza. | 
Edga. 


the ‘Master 
to explain the sundry 
the malt and hops biz. 


decent audience fare. 


sone 


good 


institutional 


of 


Elem. 


participated 


voice! the 


been promoted to a bit- 
tress as 


order, 
cone- 


Brewer,’ who comes on 
processes of 


Roubles well spent and altogether 
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STITT TALIND 4 


New York City 


For the New York Show- 


Replica of Plaque awarded WBNX by VARIETY for Best 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE S8TATION IN THE UNITED STATES 
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manship Rating... 











‘A NEW APPROACH TO THE NEW 








tions 
built up| 


with 


ts Life 


in WENX’s| 


Station has done 


into aliéng 
an elemen-} 
instruction, | 


and to the many pro- 1. Wan 
p . 2 WMCA 
gressive clients, adver- “. 
— 3. WBNX 
tising agencies and 
4. WOR 
loyal staff members, 5. (WEVD 
. WHYC 
whose cooperation has « ‘wae 
‘| made these ratings 7. WLWL 
| ; 8. \wov 
‘| possible WBNX extends | WFAB 
| ; p4 | IN is rauked third because of 
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« |purance forum which 
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MUSIC PUBS WON'T BACK INTERPRETIVE’ 
ARTISTS IN QUARREL WITH RADIO BIZ 


Owner of Criginal Copyright Can’t Retain Com- Rockford’s Click Date 





mand If Principle of N.A.R.A. Is Admitted, 


Pubs Declare 





Music Publishers Protec 


. ; . lL, st ata Bie 
ciation Nas officially 


recognize the 
an artist 1n a 
id pay for its 


tive Asso- ,fuses to 
itself | right of 
the in- | record a1 


declared phonog 


¥ to support 


‘ 


interpretiv 


a 


raph 
performance, | 





Alarms Music Union 





March 2, 
union and Faust 
are drawing battle lines over | 
employing Lou | 
in its grill. First out-of- | 


Rockford, IIL, 

Local musicians’ 
hotel 
fact hostelry is 
Blake’s ore 





terpretive artist amendment to the |the right obtained from the musical | Rockford musical aggregation to | 
copyright law. This amendment, | copyright’s owner is useless. Owner mean coin (in sixth month at hotel), | 
which is slated for introduction in | of the original copyright finds him- |! jo¢a} horn-tooters are worried about | 
both houses of Congress within the | self in the middle, between the | what the future bodes. 
next two weeks, is fostered by the | broadcaster and _ the cesar gg pote Faust grill has always operated in | 
National Association of Recording | artist, and a stalemate between these] req y ing Rockford musikers, till | 
Artists and seeks to establish for the | two puts the owner of the 0. c. iN) early in autumn when Manager Art 


artist a copyright in his interpreta- | the position of not only 


tion as contained in a phonograph | right tied up but losing income from | weeKe Spot clicked, and band re- 
record, it. | mained. Now Newman has made 
Right that the NARA wants is One faction in the MPPA holds | overtures to orchestra to have it re- 


something which would be distinct | that in this instance the 


having his 


original 


Newman brought in Blake for two 


turn after closing for summer May 
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Last Week’s 25 Best Sellers 5 


{The trade will be interested in comparing the selling relativity to 
the most-played-on-the-air tabulations, shown elsewhere in this 
department. Song title and publisher of the best selling 25 are 
included; only the title of the song is recorded in the air plugs.] 





When My Dreamboat Comes Home......+seee+eee8+ Witmark 
*This Year’s Kisses ccceccccecccccsccccocssccccccsss st bern 
*Goodnight My Love cescccsscescsscccccesvecceecees ODbDINS 


from the right of performance. View | copyright owners should side with | 27, When local musicians heard that 
taken by the MPPA is although an|their customers, radio, film produ- | they gots alarmed. 

honest effort may be made to draw | cers and phonograph record manu- 

the line between these two rights | facturers, regardless of what con- 

any attempt to exercise the inter- | troversies they may have had in the A ti -ASCAP ‘i m7 ti 

pretive right in the same field as the | past with these .sources. Threat of ntl- egis a 10n 


performing right would 
prove competitive to 
copyright. 

MPPA now contends that once the 
owner of the musical composition 
lets another licensable and saleable 
right append itself to his he loses 
complete control of performance 
over his work. Original copyright 
owner may issue a performing right 
to a broadcaster but, if the latter re- 


inevitably 
the original 


another right competing 


avers this faction, 
to line up their customers. 


of the interpretive artist in 


write the methods to that 





ing amendment. 


with their 
own should be a sufficient éreuenant | 
for the publishers | 
The pub- | 
lisher can sympathize with the aims 
trying 
to protect his work from unfair ex- 
ploitation but he should not under- | 
end 
which are incorporated in the pend- 


Proposed in Northwest; 
N. Y. Attys. Unworried 


Tacoma, March 2, 
Washington State House of Repre- 
sentatives last week voted a piece of 
legislation which specifically seeks 
| to take in tow the American Society 
| of Composers, Authors and Publish- 











ers. Bill provides for a uniform 





SANTLY - JOY 


Present 


THREE SMASH SONGS 


From Republic's Musical, “The Hit Parade" 


‘WAS IT RAIN?’ 
‘SWEET-HEARTACHE’ 


‘LOVE IS GOOD 
FOR ANYTHING 
THAT AILS YOU’ 


eee ooo 
a 


In Preparation: 


From Forthcoming RKO-Radio Pictures’ "Toast 
of New York," an Edward Small Production, 
with Edward Arnold, Jack Oakie, Cary 


Grant, Frances Farmer: 


‘THE FIRST TIME 
| SAW YOU’ 


SANTLY BROS - JOY, Inc. 


MUSIC PUBLISHERS 


1619 Broadway New York 





copyright law and creates a state 
| anti-monopoly code to be directed by 
a commission. 


This law’ would declare 


illegal 
certain alleged monopolistic abuses 
and activities wrongfully practiced 


under the guise of copyrights within 
the state by price fixing combi- 


extortion in violation of constitu- 
tional provisions. Bill provides for 
the appointment of a receiver in 
certain instances and for the serving 
of processes on non-residents and 
penalties for violations. 

Lower house’s vote was 91 to 2 and 
indications are that the bill be favor- 
ably received by the Senate. So far 
| there has been no lobby evident 
| against the measure. 





Office of Frohlich & Schwartz, 
| general counsel for the Society, did 
| not seen. to be much perturbed by 
| the action of the Washington State 
| legislature when queried about it 
| Saturday (27). ASCAP lawyers de- 
| scribed the bill as an attempt to 
override a decision of the court by 
legislative enactment and they felt 
certain that it would be declared un- 
| constitutional since it is directed at 
a specific group. 

Move of Washington’s attorney 
general to have ASCAP declared a 
| monopoly and its local interests 
handled by a receiver was declared 
| unconstitutional last year as the 
| anti-climax to aé_ series of court 
battles. ASCAP counsel expressed 
| itself as certain that the latest 
| monopoly measure could not be en- 
| forced against their client because a 
performing right is not a commodity 
| and therefére could not be brought 
| within the provisions of any act 
pertaining to inter or intrastate com- 
| merce, 


Friml; Jn’s Band Set 


Rudolf Friml, Jr., will make eight 
sides for Master Records. Friml has 
a 15-piece orchestra using ’cello, 
viola and only one trumpet. 

Band also set for Par and WB 
shorts. He opens March 30 at the 
French Casino, N. Y. 


Jack Kapp in Chi 
Chicago, March 2. 

Jack Kapp, chief of Decca, in 
town yesterday (Monday). 

Will be in about a week, particu 
larly to sit on the James C. Petrillo 
(Chicago Federation of Mustelans) 
meeting on rules and regulations o1 
the musicians’ ban on recoreragn, 








Rubinoff’s composition of the en- 
tire ‘Valse Volga’ suite has been 
purchased by Condor Pictures for 





the background score of ‘Love Takes 











Flight.’ 





* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops. 





*Moonlight and Shadows. .eseesssesesevseves POST TTTE 6 
Chapel in the Moonlight..........+++. Teer ee »»+. Shapiro 
Trust 1 BES 6 cecncedeicocess rere epee oa . Ager 
On a Little Bamboo Bridge........ceceeeees Swiecd ssn 

OF stele Ce AES. ccvaceeseies vere Peeetsinaes . «Chappell 
BErenAGs 1h CHO NIGNE. ccccceccececcecsvevecssccsees Mills 

PRainbow on the: River cecccccccsssccccccccceseccens Feist 
ee En ek Pe eT ET OTE E Eee Ce 

*I’ve Love to Keep Me Warm.......sscscccscssececes Berlin 

*With Plenty Money and You........ccccccsssccvess Harms 
What: Will I Tell Bly Heartsics.. 2: ccccssccveseccc qe Crawford 

*Pennies From Heaven ,.... Seheuun 68 6c aver ebekenee oe Select 
I Can’t Lose That LOnging. cecccccccvccccccccccccone Donaldson 

*May I Have the Next Romance?.... metre ne tee eeeeees Feist 

*You’re Laughing at Me.....ccsscreveccvecsvsccseess Berlin 

*There’s Something in the Air.......ccceeeeeeeveeee Robbins 

TNight Is YOUNG ccccccccccccccsccccccvccscvcvccece . Words & Musig 

*Let’s Go Slumming on Park Se ee eeiceeeBerlin 

*One, Two, Button Your Shoe..........eseeseoee ... Berlin 
Girl on Police Gazett® ccccccccccccsscccces Ter Tr re sk 

Who's Afraid Of LOVE: cccesccccceccceccveccoses eeee HOllywood 
When the Poppies Bloom Again ....-.ee- s0eeeecees SNADIFo 


t Indicates stage production song. 


The 








Albany, March 2. 
Possible danger of blighting the) 


backed by the musicians’ unions 
and high school orchestras. 


Senator Perley A. Pitcher, 


at Cornell University.’ 
Other senators raised the 
tion that the bill might bar school 
orchestras from playing at church 
functions, Senator Thomas A. 
Burchill of New York City 


its playing for a livelihood to a 
union membership basis. 
Senator Emmett L. Doyle of Roch- 





CLARENCE HOLLIDAY DIES 
Dallas, March 2. 





Clarence Holliday, Negro musi- 
cian with Don Redman’s band, died 
of flu after a short illness here dur- 
ing engagement at Majestic theatre. 

He was the father of Billie Holli- 


day, singer known from recordings. | 


limiting the field of action of college | 


grey- | 
haired minority leader, came to the | 


| nations, monopolies and pools. Also defense of student talent when he 
| those which involve restraint of | caiq: ‘This bill would impede the de- 
| trade where the effects of such com- velopment of musicians like Guy | 
binations result in oppression and Lombardo, whose orchestra got a| 


start while members were students | 


objec- | 


Was | 
against the bill, arguing that it lim- | 





Bill to Curb College Orchestras at 
Union Behest Meets Opposish 





| ester, sponsor of the bill, said that 


it is designed to give employment to 


future of some potential maestro of | working musicians for whom jobs 
swing music now lurking in the ob-| 
security of a college campus caused | 
the Senate to delay action on a bill | 


are scarce because of competition 
from amateurs, 





OH, SAY, CAN YOU 
SWING? 


GAZING AT A BLAZING 
FIRE 


YOU’RE JUST A 
LITTLE DIFFERENT 

It’s STILL 
BEING DONE 


TRY TAPPIN’ 


el bee te 


IT’S NO SECRET 
THAT | LOVE YOU 
(Waltz) 


Nd 
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— 
ed 


— 
2s 
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>< 


THE LADY LIKES 
TO LOVE (Rumba) 


— 
yA 
»_«~P_ar 
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Orchestrations 50c each 
EDDIE LAMBERT—sen. Prof. Mar. 
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"IRVING BERLIN'S GREATEST SCORE 


‘ON THE AVENUE’’ 


(20th Century-Fox 


Release) 


THIS YEAR’S KISSES 
YOU’RE LAUGHING AT ME 


I'VE GOT 


MY LOVE 


TO KEEP ME WARM 


_ THE GIRL ON 
THE POLICE GAZETTE 


SLUMMING ON PARK AVENUE 
HE AIN'T GOT RHYTHM 


THERE’S A SILVER MOON 
ON THE GOLDEN GATE 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


| 799 Seventh Ave.. N. Y. C.. HARRY LINK. Gen, Prof. Mor. 
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IMPORTANCE OF ARRANGERS 





Miami Committee Meeting Sidesieps 


Position on Anti-Wax Question 





Leaders of the present adminis- 


tration in the New York Musicians 
Unien, Local 802, have reconciled 
themselves to the unlikelihood of 


getting anywhere with the American 
Federation of Musicians on the re- 
cording and theatre drive ‘Issues un- 
til the national body holds its annual 
convention in Louisville June 14. 
Executive board of the AFM at its 
meeting in Miami last week failed to 
take overt action on either of the 
propositions. 

Joseph N. Weber, AFM prez, an- 
nounced after lengthy discussion of 
the recording matter that he would 
incorporate it in his annual report 
to the international’s meet. Backing 
up James Petrillo, head of the Chi- 
cago local, a delegation from Local 
802 had appeared before the AFM 
board in Florida asking that some 
measures be taken to restrict the use 
of phonograph records and other re- 
cordings on the radio and thereby 
help relieve the problem of musi- 
cian unemployment. 

Another issue which received ma- 
jor attention in Miami involved so- 





Harms Presents 


From 
WILLING 





Too Marvelous 
For Words 


Justa Quiet Evening 


Sentimental 
and Melancholy 


ANB ABLE” 


Cafe Continental 


European Hit 


Vienna Dreams 


When Old Friends Meet Again 


Trouble Don’t Like Music 


2 
Greatest “Gold Diggers’ Score 


With Plenty of Money 
and You 


(Gold Diggers Lullaby) 
All’s Fair in Love and War 
Let’s Put Our Heads Together 


Speaking of the Weather 
From “Gold Diggers of 1937” 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mgr. 





|to do as Petrillo did in the 
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Songs fer the Millions from 
the 20th Century-Fox 


Picture 
“ONE IN A MILLION” 


‘ONE IN A MILLION’ 


‘WHO’S AFRAID 
OF LOVE’ 


And Sonja Henfe’s Waltz 
Favorite 


“THE MOONLIT 
WALTZ" 


> li. 


HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORICNY 
PHIL KORNHEISER, Gen Mar. 








cial security as it applied to musi- 
cians. The union doesn’t like the s:s. 
set-up which makes employers of 
band leaders. It was decided that 
Weber, accompanied by a commit- 
tee, call upon the Social Security 
Board in Washington with a view of 
having the situation clarified and 
adjusted. Weber plans to remain in 
Florida until April 1, and the trip 
to Washington will likely take place 
several days later. 

Local 802’s delegation to the Miami 
meeting will report to its own exec- 
utive board at the latter’s regular 
gathering tomorrow (Thursday) and 
the board will then decide whether 
matter 
of putting an immediate set of re- 
strictions on local recording. 


Son-In-Law Frank 
Kelton Out of S-B, 
Jonie Taps Upped 








Jonie Taps has been promoted to 
general professional manager of 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., replacing 
Frank Kelton, who resigned last 
week. It makes Taps the youngest 
holder of such title in the business. 

Taps joined S-B five years ago 
and has been in charge of the radio 
department. 

Almost coincidental with Kelton’s 
resignation it became known that 
there had been a rift in the marital 
relations between himself and Mrs. 
Kelton, daughter of Louis Bernstein, 
president of the firm, and that Kel- 
ton had taken up separate residence. 


Mills Salaried Exec of 
American Record Co.; 
Lines Up Orchestras 


Master Records, and its 35c affili- 
ate, Variety Records, will be on the 
market in April with an original 
catalog of 150 discs. It is proposed 
to release a minimum of 30 num- 
bers, or 15 platters, for each label 
every month. American Record Co., 
which owns the Master and Variety 
brands outright, intends to devote 
them to the development and origi- 
nation of novel combinations in the 
orchestral and vocal field and also 
fashion musical ideas which are not 
available to radio listeners. 


Irving Mills holds a contract as 
managing director of American’s 
new setup. His task is to supervise 
what goes into the Master and Va- 
riety brands. Mills will line up the 
talent and script material and direct 
the recording, with separate studios 
and personnel allocated him for the 
purpose, but all sales and distribu- 
tion will be through the regular 
American Record organization. Mills 
is neither a partner nor stockholder 
in his new operation. 

During the past week Mills added 
the following artists to the Master 

















ilist: Mario Braggiotti, Rudolph Friml, 
\Jr., Ferde Grofe, and the Hudson- 
|DeLange unit. Contracts for sten- 
|cilling under the Variety label have 
'been signed by Mills and Paul Ash, 
|Barney Rapp, Red McKenzie, Jerry 
| Blain, Midge Williams, Harold Stern, 
| Jesse Stone, Jimmy Mundy, Jess 


;Stacey, Ina Ray Hutton and the 
Three Peppers. 
Housewarming for the new re- 


is being tossed by 
Mills this Saturday afternoon (6). 
‘Band leaders and vocalists from 
‘radio and other fields as well as ex- 
‘ecutives in allied industries have 


‘been invited 
} 


| Joe McCarthy, lyricist, is in Holly- 
Fen conferring with Jack R°**'ns 
on tunes he has coming wp. 


cording setup 
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THEIR PRESTIGE 
NOW NEAR PEAK 


Overshadow Composers in 
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Many Cases—Responsible | 


for Dancemen’s 
Reputations in Others 


—_— ——— 


NARROW FIELD 


Little knowa to the public at large 


Musical 





and in some cases relatively obscure | 


}even in the trade, the arranger is 
now increasingly credited as the 
| main works behind the popularity of 


|music and musical personalities. 


Present glutted condition of sheet 
music market with numbers turned 


it is physically impossible for leaders 


Another angle is that radio, with its 
emphasis on the ear, alone has 
brought musicianship to the fore and 
discounted the romantic or acrobatic 
stunt leaders of yesteryear, who did 
everything but attend to music with 
any degree of seriousness. 


limited in number (if playing mu- 
sicians who do a little orchestrating 
on the side are omitted from the 
census) and their importance to the 
leaders has for some time been fully 
recognized. Even the advertising 
agencies are by now pretty well edu- 
cated and make fairly liberal allow- 
ances for dance arrangements. Lucky 
Strikes is notable in this regard. 

Leaders who themselves make ar- 
rangements or surpervise the making 
of orchestrations are not very numer- 
ous. They include, among others 
who may be unavoidably omitted: 

Victor Young. 

Freddie Rich. 

Johnny Green. 

Hal Kemp. 

Meredith Willson. 

Frank Black. 

Gus Haenschen, 

Isham Jones. 

Ferde Grofe. 

Ray Noble. 

Duke Ellington. 

Joe Haymes, 

Andre Kostelanetz. 

Lennie Hayton. 

Fletcher Henderson. - 

Enric Madriguera, 

Lindsay McPhail. 

Benny Goodman. 

Harry Sosnik. 

Ted FioRito. 

Ray Block. 

Where the typical busy danceman 
finds himself snowed under the ava- 
lanche of new sheet music the best 
guarantee a publisher has that the 
leader will listen or run over a new 
number is the arranger. This means 
more than the composer with the 
exception perhaps of a few sure-fire 
names. Tip-off on the importance of 
the arrangement is evident often by 
the size of display type used to bill 
the arranger on orchestrations while 
the mere composer and librettist gets 
small type. 

General consensus seems to agree 
that the following print arrangers 
command respectful attention from 
dancemen when their names appear 
on a new number: 

Frank Skinner. 

Jack Mason. 

Paul Weirick. 

Jimmy Dale. 

Spud Murphy. 

Larry Clinton. 

Archie Bleyer. 

Gordon Jenkins. 

Will Hudson, 

In the narrow field of musical 
comedy, etc., the legits pick Russel 
Bennet, Hans Spialik ind Maurice 
DePackh as among the toppers, while 
arrangers of general reputation, some 
associated with one individual or- 
ganization, others working for many, 
include such note plotters as Carol 
Huxley, Adolph Deutsch, Will Hud- 
son, Will King, Jim Mundy, Arthur 
Lange, Walter Scharf, Elliott Jacoby, 
Dean Kinkaid, Al Feldman, Frank 
Perkins, Gene Gifford, Boyd Bunch, 
Edgar Sampson, Eddie Sauter, Mary 
Lou Williams, Dominico 





Matty Malneck, Johnny Trotter. 


out so fast and so numerously that | 


to keep tabs on them, is one factor. | 


Actually, the arrangers are rather | 
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Writer Can't Assign His Rights Under 





Sweeping French Copyright Proposal 


Petrillo Anti-C.1.0. 





Miami, March 2. 
major objectives of 
Petrillo is to obtain 
the 100% support of the Mu- 
sicians’ International for the 
American Federation of Labor 
and William Green, president 
of the AFL, in the battle 
against John Lewis and the 
Committee for Industrial Or- 
ganization. 

Petrillo is readying to con- 
duct a personal campaign in the 
Miami meeting to obtain not 
only the complete moral back- 
ing of the AFM for Green in 
this battle, but also a solid 
financial front. 

To this end James C. Petrillo 
has made Green a member in 
good standing of the Chicago 
Federation of Musicians in or- 
der to secure to the utmost 
Green’s technical position in 
the AFL. 


One of 
James C. 











Copyright authorities on this side 
are closely watching the develop- 
ments in the French movement for, 
copyright law which would give the 
writer or composer a right in his 
work that he couldn’t give up under 


any circumstances. Behind the drive 


for such right, described by the 
Latin phrase, sui generis, an unde- 
tachable part of the individual, is 
the current popular front govern- 
ment. 

New law, as proposed, would 
make invalid ahy permanent or un- 
limited assignment of his copyright 


by the composer or writer. It is a 
right he couldn’t transfer. All he 
could do is rent it out for perform- 
ances or publication, with the latter 
limited to a term of 10 years. The 
proposed revision of the coypright 
law is being opposed, the copyright 
authorities on this side have been 
informed, by not only the publish- 
ers but by a substantial percentage 
of the writers themselves. 











Savino, | 


LESTER SANTLY 


1619 BROADWAY 


Dear Bing: 


"Waikiki Wedding." 


fillum? 





SELECT MUSIC 


PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


MEMO TO BING CROSBY 


Many thanks for picking up that great song: 


“SWEET LEILANI” 


and putting it in your forthcoming picture, 


Everyone's nuts about the song and they're 
saying ''Bing's got another hit." 


Following your broadcast the other night we 
received calls for copies from all over the coun- 
try. Thanks again. Best from Lester and me. 


P. S.: Bing, we've got some swell songs we're 
also goin’ to town on: 


“GOOD NIGHT, MY LUCKY DAY” 
“NOW YOU'RE TALKING MY 
LANGUAGE” 

“IT MUST BE LOVE” 


They're from Doug McLean's forthcoming 
Grand National Musical, ''23!/2 Hours’ Leave." 


We certainly would appreciate you giving 
out with them on your Kraft program. 


Butch says how's about that part in your next 


GEORGE JOY 


NEW YORK 


As ever, 


GEORGIE. 


\ 
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Short Life for Availability Committee 





Expected to Pass Whole Thing Back to 
ASCAP Directorate—Meanwhile Mulls 





First formal meeting of the spe- 
cial publishers committee appointed 
to devise a formula for determining 
availability ratings will be held next 
week when Gustave Schirmer, one 
of the coterie’s threesome, returns 
to New York. Other two picked for 
the task by the publisher members 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers were 
Henry Spitzer, chairman, and Les- 
ter Santly 

Geatly and Spitzer have over a 
dozen plans for availability, or cata- 
log value, ratings which were turned 
in by ASCAP members since the 
creation of the special committee. 


These contributed plans will be 
studied by the trio with a view of 
culling the best features in con- 





GOES TO 


TOWN 





Now a World-Wide Swing sation I 


ORGAN 


GRINDER’S 
2 A 


EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS inc 





Mei? BROADWAY NEW YORK NY 








| Bregman, who replaced E. B. 
|; represents the standard faction, al- 
| though his interests as gen. mgr. 


Wutlen and Qrrangta lyWiLL-HUDSON 


MR.GHOST ¢ 











Wika ral P--ser 
When My | 
Dream Boat | 
Comes Home 
10 | 


From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 
Starring Dick Foran,‘‘The Siooiae Cowboy”’ 
The Greatest Western Ballad in Years 


MY LITTLE 
BUCKAROO 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
| 1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 














| CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mgr. 





































The 
love Song of 
Twe Continents 


SERENADE 
N THE NIGHT 


}oaort Dance Music—Just Released. 


SUPPOSING 


From Will Hudson— 
The Sophistocrat of Rhythm 








LL NEVER TELL YOU 
I LOVE YoU 
THE MOON IS GRINNING 
AT ME 


From “With Love and Kisses” 
THE TROUBLE WITH ME 
Ih YOU 





S YOU 








structing the formula which the 
committee will submit to the ASCAP 
board of directors. 

Through the election of five popu- 
lar music publishers to the new 
availability committee the pop fac- 





tion in the society feel that they 
have eliminated an embarrassing sit- 
uation which existed in the former 
committee. 
bers on the old committee 
standard publishers the pop men on 
the committee 
ride the policies laid down by the 
former. A rule affecting this com- 
mittee provides that the group can- 
not pass on an issue unless it has the 
votes of five out of the seven mem- 
bers. If the pop men wanted any 
measure passed they had to agree to 
let the pop pubs on the committee 


have their way on some other mat- | 
| ter. 


Bregman’s Status 
As the new committee stands Jack 
Marks, 


of 
the Robbins Music Corp. are a 
equally, if not more, established in 
the popular field. Other new- 
comer to the committee, as forecast 


iin last week’s Variety, is Max Drey- 


fus. Those re-elected are Schirmer 
Carl Fischer, Louis Bernstein, Sol 
Bornstein and Walter Douglas. 


is not expected to function very 
long, although they were elected for 
a term of one year. Majority of the 
members on it have already agreed 
to recommend to the membership 
that the committee be dissolved and 
the matter of rating availability 
points be again left to the publish- 
ers on the ASCAP directorate. This 
majority feels that the job can be 
done better by’ 12 men than by seven. 


UNION MUSIC CAN'T FEED 





THROUGH WCAU, PHILA. 


; Philadelphia, March 2. 

A. A. Tomei, prez of Philly mu- 
sicians’ local, ruled Emerson Gill 
band off the air here. 

Gill, playing Arcadia-International 
here, was skedded for network feed 
to CBS. Tomei said it would be 
pumped through WCAU, which does 
not have house band and hence can- 
not use union men on sustaining 
programs. He said it didn’t maiter 
that WCAU was airing its own com- 
mercial at time and wasn’t etheriz- 
ing the band. 





Cliff Webster CRA 


Hollywood, March 2. 
Cliff Webster has been upped to 
manager of local Consolidated Radio 
Artists office, succeeding Phil Jacks. 
Gus Edwards, CRA general man- 
ager, gets in this week. 





ANSWERED AT LAST 


‘Old 97’ Still Puffs—Research Makes 
Discovery 








Greenville, S. C., March 2. 
‘Old No. 97,’ the locomotive famed 
in fiction and song, since 1903 when 
it figured in a railroad accident near 


from Marion, S. C., to Rockhill, S. C. 

After the engine ran off the five- 
deck trestle over Dan River carry- 
ing many to their death back in 1903 
a song soon hit the country bearing 
the name of the engine. It has re- 
mained a piece de desistance of hilly- 





billy songsters ever since. 











LEO FEIST, inc. 





Gordon & Revel’s Greatest Score ... From ‘Head Over 
Heels In Love’...A Gaumont-British Picture 


‘May | Have the Next Romance With You’ 
‘Lookin’ Around Corners for You’ 
‘There’s That Look In Your Eyes Again’ 


‘Head Over Heels In Love’ 
1629 BROADWAY 


NEW YORK 











With three of the mem- |} 
being | 


were unable to over- | 


| 
| 





Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing songs were most played on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
Feb. 20-27. 

*This Year’s Kisses. 
On Little Bamboo Bridge 
*Slumming on Park Ave. 

_ *May I Have Next Romance? 
What Will I Tell My Heart 
*Moonlight and Shadows 
*Goodnight My Love 
*There’s Something in the Air 
When My Dreamboat Comes 
*With Plenty Money and You 
Trust in Me 
Swing High Swing Low 
When Poppies Bloom Again 
*Love and Learn 
Gee, But Your Swell 
*I’ve Love to Keep Me Warm 

Serenade in the Night 
*You’re Laughing at Me 
*Smoke Dreams 

Boo Hoo 

Mood I’m In 

tNight is Young 

TLittle Old Lady 

I Can’t Lose that Longing 
Mr. Ghost Goes to Town 





*Indicates filmusical song. 
tIndicates stage production 
song. The others are pops. 











Music Notes 


Exclusive Publications has 


Sequel to ‘Knock, 
Knock.’ 





George Joy, Santly Bros.-Joy, Inc., 
has completed arrangements with 
Douglas MacLean to publish three 
tunes written by Sammy Stept and 





| Night My Lucky Day, 


Ted Koehler for ‘23'2 Hours Leave.’ 
They are: ‘It Must Be Love,’ ‘Good 
and ‘Now 
| You’re Talking My Language.’ 

Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adam- 
son tunes from Universal’s “Top of 
ithe Town’ will be played by the Bos- 
ton Symphony Ork in April. 





Feodor Kolin, musical director with 
the Denver Cinema Corp., under con- 
| tract to Warner Bros., will write the 
musie for ‘The Return of Hannibal’ 
for a New York production by 
Amory Hare, the author. 








| Fox pix. 


Head Man on Coast 


Danville, Va., is back in use on run} 











Harry Akst and Sidney Clare have 
completed three songs for two 20th- 
‘When a Girl from Ala- 
bama Meets a Boy from Tennessee’ 
/and ‘Living on the Town,’ go into 
‘She Had to Eat.’ and ‘The Shy Vio- 
let’ will be featured in ‘Think Fast, 
| Mr. Moto.’ 





Dorothy Lamour recorded four 
sides for Brunswick. They included 
‘Moonlight and Shadows’ from her 
Paramount picture, ‘Jungle Princess,’ 
and three tunes from ‘Swing High, 
Swing Low.’ Cy Feuer’s ork back- 
grounded, 


will sing 
Much, Muchacha,’ 


Leah Ray 


Too one of the 


nine tunes by Gordon and Revel in| 


20th-Fox’s ‘Wake Up and Live.’ 

Ed Fishman on the Coast to han- 
dle orchestra contracts for Rock- 
well-O’Keefe. He swings over from 
Radio Orchestra Corp. 





Sam Coslow has been borrowed 
from Paramount by Emanuel Cohen 


to clef the tunes for the next Mae} 


West flicker. 

Marion Sunshine, who has sung 
the praises of peanuts, tamales and 
nearly everything else under the 
un, has written her first moon song, 
‘The Moon Over Cuba Was High— 
And So Was I.’ Words & Music pub- 


lishing. 


Edward Finney has set five songs | 


for ‘Hittin’ the Trail’ at Grand Na- 
tional. They are: ‘Hittin’ the Trail,’ 


by Harry Miller; ‘Biood on the 
Saddle.’ by Everett Cheatam;: 
‘Headin’ for Town,’ by Frank Sa- 


nucci; ‘The Rip Snortin’ Sheriff,’ by 
rm. N. Bradbury, and ‘The Renegade 
Song,’ by Glen Strange. 
Irving Berlin will publish ‘Tropi- 
| cana,’ rhumba composition by Aaron 
Conzales, Jr.. Carlos Runnio and 
*asil Sandbach. 








L. Wolfe Gilbert Teaves the Coast 
‘arch 10 for a protracted visit in 


| N. Y. bringing some new songs from 
his new publishing co. 





Count Basie, amazing hot combo 
from Roseland ballroom, N. Y., is 
now waxing for Decca. ‘Swinging 
on a Daisy Chain’ and his own ver- 
sion of ‘Pennies from Heaven’ dis- 
plays the Basie technique well. No. 
1121. 

Alice Faye, on Brunswick 7821, 
gives out ‘Got My Love to Keep Me 
Warm,’ one of her tunes out of 
Irving Berlin’s ‘On. the Avenue,’ 
backed by ‘Goodnight My Love,’ an- 
other,’ another 20th-Fox film ex- 
cerpt, this time out of ‘Stowaway,’ 
Miss Faye waxes well. By Feuer’s 
orchestra accomps. On Brunswick 
7825, she has two more out of ‘Ave- 
nue’—This Year’s Kisses’ and ‘Slum- 
ing on Park Avenue.’ Feuer’s 








new | 
<h age Dee ree ie ‘| song, ‘Let’s All Play Geography,’ by 
This new availability comm ttee | Jan Savitt, Tommy Ginahart and}|ous for Words’ and ‘Just a Quiet 
|Benny Musicant. 


‘I Love You} 


band services .Gertrude Niesen’s 
| Brunswick 7818 vocalizing of ‘Blame 
1/It on the Rhumba’ and ‘Top of the 
| Town,’ both out of the latterly titled 
{Universal filmusical. Miss Niesen 
| also registers well on the wax. 

From London come Joe Loss and 
Roy Fox’s orchestras, respec with 
|‘Poppies Bloom Again’ and ‘Did Your 
|Mother Come from Ireland?’ two 
jlocal tunes, former how getting 
|U. S. attention and the latter listen- 
jing like a good possibility for the 
|American market. Hasn’t been a 
inew Irish ballad around for some 
time now. Incidentally, on Decca 
label, Arthur Tracy (‘The Street 
|Singer’) warbles these same two 
|numbers. As foxtrois, under the 
|Loss and. Fox batons they’re smoot 
|yet sprightly. Victor 25512. 


Fats Waller and his Rhythm 


|really give out on Victor 25515 with 


‘Sorry I Made You Cry’ (no sorrow- 
ful swingo, however) backed by 
i‘Havin’ A Ball,’ an infectious tune 
| by Andy Razaf—James J. Johnson. 
Smoother are Shep Fields and his 
|Rippling Rhythm with ‘Too Marvel- 


| Evening,’ both out of ‘Ready, Willing 
| and Able’ (WB), and ‘Little Bam- 
j}boo Bridge’-—‘That’s Life I Guess,’ 
j}two pops. Bluebird 6779-81. Per 
usual the unique ‘rippling’ style of 
|Fields lends itself best to the fox- 
|trot ballad type of tune and per 
}usual they’re novelly arranged. 

Duke Ellington has a dandy 
couplet on Bluebird 6782 in ‘Arabian 
|Lover’ and ‘Washington Wabble,’ 
|latter an original by the maestro. 
|Ellington’s orchestrations are ultra 
land in the former. by McHugh-Fields 
|(which would indicate it’s an oldie), 
1e really cuts some fancy capers. 

Tommy Dorsey swings Rimsky- 
|Korsakoff and Irving Berlin with 
lequal despatch on Victor 25523. 
‘Song of India’ and ‘Marie’ are swing 
classics under the Dorsey technique. 
| Smoother, Edly Duchin culls two 
| waltzes out of ‘When You’re in Love’ 
| (Cal), titled ‘The Whistling Boy’ and 
‘Our Song,’ by Dorothy Fields and 
| Jerome Kern, with Jerry Cooper 
handling the barytone vocals in great 
stvle. Victor 25520. 

Victor’s Hot Stuff a la Francaise is 
la novelty by the Quintette of the 
|Hot Club of France which has re- 
{corded ‘Limehouse Blues’ and ‘After 
| You've Gone. It features Django 
| Reinhardt, guitarist, and Stephans 
| Grappelly, violin, both a couple of 
'tres chaud gents who give out their 


Stafford Estate Sues 


| 
j 








| 
j 





A $15,000 infringement suit was 
filed Monday (1) in N. Y. Federal 
Court by Perry Bradford, as admin- 
istrator of the estate of the late 
Eddie Stafford, song writer, against 
|R. C. A. and the Southern Music | 
Publishing Co. 

Plaintiff claims Stafford’s copy- 
righted song, ‘He’s in the Jailhouse 
Now,’ was lifted by the publishing 
house by printing and selling copies, | 
and R. C. A. made phonograph rec- 
ords of the song. Besides damages 
Bradford also seeks an injunction. 





Band Changes in Chi 


Chicago, March 2. 

Red Nichols’ orchestra comes into 
the College Inn (Hotel Sherman) on 
March 23, replacing the Roger Pryor 
orch. 

Anson Weeks’ orchestra takes over 
the job at the Edgewater Beach hotel 
on March 10, filling vacancy left by 
departure of George Olsen orchestra 
| for Miami spot. 


Disc Reviews 
By Abel Green 


————< 





string stuff in hot swingo. Former 
is a gypsy, actually, and not French, 
but the Hot Club of Paris has long 
been an institution on the Continent. 
Published works like ‘Le Jazz Hot’ 
and other hot-music periodicals are 
manifestations of how much further 
advanced are the Gallics in their 
swing tempos and _ temperament. 
This Victor 25511 import is a scoop 
and should be a best seller. 

Benny Goodman’s Quartet with 
‘Stompin’ at the Savoy’ and ‘Vibra- 
phone Blues’ on Victor 25521 are in 
fine fettle with their rhythms. An- 
other swingo classic for the 52d 
street cats. Lionel Hampton’s vibra- 
phone cuts some fancy licks in this 

From London, Decca 1118 brings a 
two-part George Gershwin medley 
by Harry Roy’s Tiger-Ragmuffins, a 
billing derived from the English 
maestro’s own version of “Tiger Rag.’ 
It’s an odd combination of two 
pianos, string bass and drums only, 


but interestingly arranged and 
sounds fuller than that. Nifty 
novelty. 
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THE BALLAD 
SENSATION 


THE 
WORLD 
IS MINE 


(TONIGHT) 


NOW THRILLING 
THE WORLD 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILDING RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 
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Warren and Dubin at Their Best 
in These Two 


HOW COULD YOU? 


SUMMER NIGHT 


A New, Terrific Hit! 


GEE! But You’re Swell 


from “SING ME A LOVE SONG” 
A Cosmopolitan Production 


LITTLE HOUSE THAT LOVE BUILT 
YOUR EYES HAVE TOLD ME 80 
REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 
CHARLIE WARREN. Prof. Mgr. 
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Announcing a New 
KALMAR-RUBY 
SONG HIT 
“THE MOON IS IN 
THE SKY’’ 
| ie ae. 13 
MUSIC CORPORATION 
SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO . Sole Agents 
Pee) SIXTH AVENUE 
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To paraphrase the saying—“Good Things Come in 4s.” 
For example, here are 4 big songs from 4 big pictures: 


SMOKE DREAMS 


From the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production, 


GOODNIGHT MY LOVE 


From the 20th Century-Fox production, “Stowaway” 


THERE’S SOMETHING IN THE AIR 


From the 20th Century-Fox production, “Banjo On My Knee” 


A THOUSAND DREAMS OF YOU 


From the Walter Wanger production, “You Only Live Once” 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. * 799 7th AVE, © NEW YORK 


Thin Man” 
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LATE PASSING IN AGAIN 


Southern Cruise Circuit Folding SIME QLDSTUNT Chicago's Dept. Sore Circuit | 
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Southern waters’ cruise 


now drawing to a close, has been 
best in years for performers and 
musicians manning the tubs to per- 
vey entertainment. Nearly a score 
of ships have been carting bands and 
performers, those on the three-week 
runs turning over the talent on each 
trip. 

Ships now using entertainment are 
Britannic, Georgic, Aquitania, Rotter- 
dam, Statendam, Veendam, Empress 
of Australia, Carinthia, Pilsudski, 
Prince David, Transylvania, Lafay- 
ette, New York, Kungsholm, Grips- 


holm and Saturnia. Also some small- 
er ships of the Munson Line. 

First nine aamed are booked by 
Nat Abramson as an indie adjunct to 
his WOR Artists’ Bureau. Remaining 
boats were supplied talent through 
Henry Herman, Dave Gardner, Edgar 
Benson and Phil Sandler agencies. 

Boats are carrying bands ranging 
from six-piece minimum to 10-men 
layouts. Windjammers get union 
scale set by Local 802, N. Y. Boys 
pump out dance music each evening 
and, on some ships, afternoon ses- 
sions ’round cocktail hour, Like the 
performers, the musikers are given 
first-class cabin accommodations and 
the run of the dining salons. 

The performers have the real 
gravy, putting on only two shows per 
week, on average, at the party nights 
aboard the crafts. Small units of 
from 10 to 12 are assigned each ship, 
majority of ’em femmes. 

An added angle has cropped up this 
year fo. the briny-deep time in form 
of cabaret engagements which may 
be had in Kingston, Trinidad, Havana, 
Caracas and Panama. Coin isn’t 
much, but the clime and time is nice. 
Abramson has these nitery bookings 
in the West Indian resort ports, and 
he drops off the higher grade talent 
for one-week shore engagements in 
each of the five towns. That enables 
"em to catch next ship coming 
through, at once providing additional 
working time for performers and 
fresh faces for the passengers on the 
cruise ships. 

The singing talent can even have a 
whack at South American radio work, 
station YV3RC, Caracas, being anx- 
ious to get the visiting artists over 
its wavelength for guest stints. 


PLAN $250,000 
CHI NITERY 


season, 





Chicago, March 2. 

Long talked-of class nitery spotted 
on Michigan avenue just north of 
the Link Bridge appears. near 
realization, following’ consolidation 
of property and building projects by 
_Ernest Feldmann, local realtor. 

Site selected is the plot just ad- 
jacent and north of the present Mu- 
sic Corp.. of America building and 
across the street from the WGN the- 
atre and studios. 

Will be a two-story building to 
cost around $250,000, with the main 
nitery on the second floor and to 
stat between 700 and 900 people. 
Ground floor will contain a public 
bar, plus three or four shops, which 
will be restricted as to character. 
such as florists, perfumery, etc. 

Will be operated and controlled 
by syndicate now being organized. 
and expected to open by next 
autumn. 





Philly Windsor Hotel 


Prop. on Liquor Board 


Philadelphia, March 2. 

Joseph F. Donovan, for many 
years proprietor of the Windsor the- 
atrical hotel here, was named secre- 
tary of the State Liquor Control 
Board by Governor Earle last week. 

Donovan succeeds Bernard Brown, 
who resigned. 








Minister, Fanner Address 
Same Org, But No Debate 


Lincoln, March 2. 

Rosita Royce, nude dancer, split- 
billing with a minister at a luncheon 
club here last week. Rosita, nee 
Marjorie Corrington, is a local girl 
vacationing at home here. 

She talked show biz to the club, 
and the Rev. R. A, Dawson talked 
about child labor. 


Rosita goes into the Oriental, Chi- 
cago, March‘ 12, for fifth repeat at 
the house in a year. 





ETHEL WATERS 


UNIT A KC. 
ISSUE 


Kansas City, March 2. 

As is the custom of the Mainstreet 
theatre when all-colored units oc- 
cupy the stage, a midnight showing 
on Wednesday (24) of the Ethel 
Waters ‘Swing, Harlem, Swing’ unit 
was advertised as exclusively for 
negro patrons. Negroes have their 
own pic houses locally. 

Mainstreet usually gets a sell-out 
but the Waters showing was some- 
thing else again. Colored commun- 
ity took exception to the fact that 
in the past they waited until mid- 
night and then paid 50c. admission 
when white patrons could see the 
same show for as little as 25c. during 
the day. The theatre keeps its lobby 
clear so that last show patrons will 
not be intermingled with the colored 
group. 

Felix Payne, negro night club 
owner and politician, declared a boy- 
cott on the house for the Waters per- 
formance. Thousands of hand bills 
headed, ‘Custom Becomes Law,’ were 
distributed among the 60,000 negroes 
in Greater Kansas City and a sound 
truck toured colored sections for 
two days calling attention to the dis- 
crimination and asked that the show 
not be patronized. Only 117 negroes 
attended the performance. At con- 
clusion of the show Miss Waters 
made a curtain speech thanking the 
‘loyal ones’ for coming out. She was 
visibly shaken by the affair. 

In an interview, Payne was vigor- 
ous in his denial that the boycott had 
been aimed at Miss Waters person- 
ally. Local newspapers made no 
mention of the incident. 


BLOOM RESIGNS NBC 
BUREAU; DITTO COWAN 


Murray Bloom, concerned with 
stage bookings for National Broad- 
casting’s Artists Bureau, resigned 
from NBC last week. Former stage 
producer’s plans are indefinite. 

Also leaving the NBC bureau is 
Rubey Cowan. Latter joins Para- 
mount Pictures on the Coast to form 
a new department, chiefly concerned 
with the radio activities of the stu- 
dio’s players, but only those who are 
first embarking in radio chores. 
Cowan’s other duties will include 
scouting radio talent as picture pros- 
pects. 














Nan Blakstone Better 


Nan Blakstone, who was confined 
in a Detroit hospital for nearly two 
months following an auto accident, 
was permitted to leave early this 
week. A complete plastic surgery 
job was performed on her face. 

First nitery date for the singing 
comedienne since the crash will be 
at the Powhatan Club, Detroit, start- 
ing March 10. William Morris office 
agented. 





737 Drive in May Will Entail | 


Audience Collections and 
Theatre Memberships — 
Method Was to 
Ended With Last Year’s 
Campaign 


GIFT NOW OFFICIAL 





Passing the plate among picture 


theatre audiences, augmented by the 


theatre-membership plan  inaugu- 
rated last year, will again be the 
order for raising funds for this 


year’s operation of the Will Rogers 
Memorial Hospital, nee the N.V.A. 
Saranac Lake Sanatorium, at Sara- 
nac, N. Y. Formal presentation of 


the Saranac institution, plus the 
N.V.A. Ward in French hospital, 
N. Y., and burial tract in Kensico 


Cemetery, to the Will Rogers Memo- 
rial Fund, was made by the motion 
picture industry Friday (26) in the 
Fox Building, N. Y., when titles to 
these were transferred. 

Exact week of this year’s drive 
has not been set but, as last year, 
it is expected to take place the last 
week in May. 


Thompson, of RKO. 


Drive will be underwritten by the 


Major companies, who last 
guaranteed $100,000 yearly for a 
period of five years at the same time 
as they were completing plans to 
turn the N.V.A. Sanatorium into a 
permanent memorial for Will Rogers. 

Audience’ collections, however, 
were to have ended last year, the 
picture business itself considering 
solicitation of monies from the pub- 
lic to maintain the strictly show biz 
institution as degrading to itself. 


That the audience collections would 
be stopped, was promised, in fact, 
by Thompson at a meeting prior to 
the 1936 campaign for funds. 

The theatre-membership plan, 
which entails picture spots volun- 
tarily subscribing to the campaign 
by paying yearly dues according to 
their seating capacity, was figured as 
one method to circumvent the plate- 
passing. Fees are $10 for 500-1,000 
seats; $15 for 1,000-2,000; $20, 2,000- 
2,500, and $25 for all theatres over 
2,500. On the basis of around 15,040 
picture theatres in the U. S., Thomp- 
son’s committee figured this method 
would be surefire to raise at least 
the approximate $150,000 needed 
yearly for the upkeep of the San. 

Around 1,500 theatres participated 
last year. 


Bacon Sues State-Lake 
For 1006 on Injuries 


Chicago, March 2. 
Faith Bacon has filed suit against 








which she wants as recompense for 


she fell through a glass-topped box 
on the stage of the State-Lake the- 
atre Dec. 5, 1936. 

In her bill of complaint, Miss Ba- 


con claims her left leg has been dis- | 


figured as the result of the fall. 





NEW RIVIERA 


Construction work on a new build- 


Have | 














Chairman of the 
campaign will again be Leslie E. 


year 





aiiened iatur h cont wh } northern 
leged injuries she received when | against inclement weather, as it’s a 





Not OK for Sound 


London, Feb. 28. 

Vaudeville critic of London 
Times refuses to comment on 
singers using a mike as recently 
witnessed at debut of ITlomay 
Bailey at Victoria Palace. 

In reviewing show, critic 
praised Lee Sims, husband and 
piano accompanist of Miss 
Bailey, along with rest of the 
bill. -Reference to singer was 
that ‘she choses to trust a 
microphone rather than her 
own voice, so criticism is on 
the instant rendered null and 
void.’ 











BAND DATES SET 
AT PAR TILL 
JUNE 


Paramount, N. Y., has set its band 
policy into June, something of a 
record for combo houses in these 
times. Stage show theatres in New 
York, and elsewhere for that mat- 
ter, have been confining themselves 
to week-to-week bookings because of 
uncertain status of combo policies in 
most situations. 

Including Benny Goodman’s band, 





| which opens at the Broadway de- 
|luxer today 


(Wednesday) for two 
weeks, bands set into the summer 
and in the order of their appear- 
ances, include Eddie Duchin, Louis 
Armstrong, Phil Spitalny, Shep 
Fields and Xavier Cugat. 

Each will play a minimum of two 
weeks. 


HUB NITERIES SLUMP 
WITH CURFEW RAIDS 


Boston, March 2. 
Local niteries heve suffered a 
sharp cut in trade in the past week 
here af result of intensive police 
drive against late closers. In direct 
line of attack are the two-by-fours 
one flight up and holes-in-walls. 
Major clubs, which have been ob- 
serving bar closing hours closely, 
have suffered from page one pub- 
licity covering all clubs in general. 
Daily stories about coppers posted 
at club bars have scared away some 
important biz in the nitery area. 


Booking 10 U.S. Acts 
On Jap Expo Route 














Seattle, March 2. 

Ten American acts will be booked 
for northern Japanese exposition on 
dates during July, August and Sep- 
tember, 10 weeks time, with sailings 
from Seattle in June. Edward J. 
Fisher is booking. 

Acts are to be of sight type. This 
is same group of expos Fisher 


the Lake Theatre Corp. for $100,000 | Seeeee inet year Pee eae 


Acts are to be used on stages in 
towns, with protection 


rainy season. Contracts include 


roundtrip fares. 





Delf-Leipzig Show 





Miss Juliet (Delf) will reappear in 
N. Y., after a long absence, partici- 
pating with her character sketches 


ing to replace Ben Marden’s Riviera, | in Leila Leipzig’s Recital Unique at 


destroyed by fire last fall, was begun 
last week on the old site on the Jer- 


sey side of the George Washington | 
Marden expects to open the | Esther 


Bridge. 
new spot May 27. 


New building is expected to cost | Leipzig, mavic’: 


around $100,000. 


'the Barbizon Plaza hotel, N. Y., 
| March 21. 
Also on the program. wil! 2 


Junger, American d 
Artells Dickson, baritone, and Nate 

n and c2rd manipu- 
lator. : 








Chicago, March 2. 

With kitchenware and bank nights 
tossed out of theatres, and show bus- 
iness going 
the boys are lining up as to which is 

with a 
piece of 
crockery; and at least one smarty is 
thinking of setting up an office to 
book acts in a department store cir- 
cuit. 

Even going for hold-overs in this 
town, the Del Rios, originally sched- 
uled for one week at Goldblatt’s loop 
establishment, have had to remain 
for another seven days because of 


into department stores, 


worse, a piece of crockery 


show, or a show with a 


popular demand. Every week-end 
sees Marshall Field's kid theatre 
playing novelty acts; and the Fair 
Store, which has booked Colleen 
Moore’s doll house for two con- 


secutive seasons, is now the proud 
possessor of a combination shrine- 
museum of picture actors’ effects. 

Latter is the only one to use a 
marquee and window display, and 
the only one charging admission. 
For 10 cents a head you can see 
wax figures of the stars (facsmiles, 
they’re called); signatures; riding 
crop used by Marlene Dietrich, her- 
self; Bette Davis’ first doll; and, last, 
but far from least, actual gown Greta 
Garbo wore in some picture or other, 
All for a dime. 

Goldblatt’s have roped off part of 
their eighth floor, built a small stage, 
scattered folding chairs about, and 
take great pleasure in presenting, 
for the first time in America, those 
midgets from Spain, the Del-Rios, 
who appear every 20 minutes to do a 
12-minute song, dance, and comedy 
act. House is capacity every per- 
formance, about 300 people, and 
shopping bags, attending. 

Marshall Field’s have been in show 
business for some time, but are con- 
fining themselves to kid shows rather 
than the booking of sport celebrities 
as heretofore. Shows run to novelty 
acts, with this week Frank Shepherd, 
magician, giving a 20-minute enter- 
tainment at 11, two and four o'clock 
Saturday. 

Up to now, no theatre licenses are 
being hung in the department stores, 
and no reviewers are covering the 
shows, but it may be a coming in- 
dustry and soon require all the em- 
bellishments. 


HELEN MORGAN 
BACK IN VAUDE 





Helen Morgan makes her first 
vaudeville appearance in New York 
in more than two years at Loew’s 
State March 26 (Easter week). 
Singer is going in at $2,500. with the 
William Morris office agenting. 

Same show will mark the debut 
in vaude of Oshins and Lessey, two- 
man comedy act which heretofore 
has been confining itself to N. Y. 
niteries. Combo, composed of a for- 
mer life-of-the-party m.c. and a 
drummer, was last at the Caliente, 
ae Xe 





19-Year-Old Giant Youth 
Contracted at $300 W’kly 


St. Louis, March 2. 

Robert P. Wadlow, Alton, III, 
giant who signed contract last Sep- 
tember for theatrical appearances at 
$300 per week provided he was not 
billed as a freak celebrated his 19th 
birthday last week and now mea- 
sures 8 feet 7 inches tall, a gain of 
3 inches in last year. Wadlow also 
gained 60 pounds and now tips beam 
at 450. 

Wadlow has now attained a heighth 
greater than that of any man whose 
measurements are accurately re- 


corded in medical history and spee 
cialists at Barnes Hospital here, who 
examine ‘youth periodically, 
he will not attain 
another two years. 


assert 


full growth fof 





POT ETE aN 
ar A ee 


SA we FP ikyeies ee 


epee et ce Mees: 








VARIETY 











VAUDE —NITE CLUBS 


Nitery Reviews 





CASINO PARISIEN 


(CHICAGO) 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 
In show business there is a fine, 
sharp line between the purely artistic 
and the commercially artistic. On one 
side of the line you get nice com- 
ments, but you wind up behind the 
eight ball; on the other, the public 
gets their coin’s worth and the show 
gets the coin. The first production at 
this joint was an artistic thing, full 
of nice ballets, fluffy gowns and mod- 
ern ‘symboiic hoofing. There were six 

yawns to a minute, in other words. 
This show is commercially artistic. 
There’s nudity that is really nudity. 
Entire show runs riot with every- 


thirg that has gone to make the Cliff 
Fischer shows a _ standout in this 
country—costumes by the yard and 
socko in eye appeal; lighting and 
staging such as rarely seen in a 


nitery; comedy, legitimate perform- 
ances. It’s nifty, and’ll bring the 
customers back for more. 

And yet, with all these trappings 
and production, it’s still talent that 
stops proceedings and really points 


| Enrico Bertolaso 
| tenor 


| Arabelle, 


up a show. And this presentation 
had three turns that are power- 
houses. Of first mention there must 
be Buster Shaver with Olive and | 
George Brasno, unquestionably the} 
standout midget act in the country | 
today. The tops in class. appearance, 
performance and results. Of the| 


many, many times this act has been 








OLIVE 


ANDREE 
SAMUELS 


TOURING THE CONTINENT 


‘Well Intended Buffoonery’ 


Permanent Forelgn Mailing Address 
American-Express, Paris, France 











Show People All the World Over Wil) 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER :ai.0 


TAILOR 


(¥ormerly at 29, Wardour Street) 

is Now Located at More Commodious 
Premises at 

75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 

PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 








| 


| doing a swell 





caught, it has not once failed to score 
solidly. 

Olive and George are doing a new 
act—dancing and singing of the type 
that bigger people would be very 
proud to do. 

Another click is Emile Boreo, who 
first turned the tide of French Cgsino 
shows in this town with the original 
‘Folies Bergeres.’ Doing exactly the 
same routine, Boreo is ideally perfect 
as m.c. for this type of show. The 
right accent, appearance and deliv- 


ery he ruined ’em again with his 
‘Parade of the Wooden Soldiers’ and 
his ‘Dark Eyes’ in various languages. 
And, thirdly, there are the Bredwins, 
whose loose-jointed, hand-to-hand 


acrobatics and comedy are a minor 


riot. Act is made to order for this 
sort of show, and they utilize every 
advantage 

Rest of the show’s acts are all ex- 


cellent, and fitted perfectly; Georgie 
Hayes turns in a fine toe dance on 


for the instrumental backup. Harry 
Horton is slated to succeed Tuttle as 
maestro. 

Roberta Jonay seems the feature 
in that she’s brought back for a sec- 
ond number, opening with one of 
those pash modern dances, in black, 
slinky gown and much Egyptian-like 
movement ofthe hands and arms 
akimbo. The returner is a Magyar 
peasant number. In both, the youth- 
ful, nice-looking and seemingly seri- 
ous Miss Jonay registers as much on 
_personality as terps. ; 

Marie Almonte is a regal prima 





| augmenting the above show. 


stairs for a spot early in the show; | 


is bang-up i 
warbling, while Choppy is 
ideal novelty with his comedy paint- 


Rich and Mario are a 
strictly French novelty dance turn 
with their ‘Midnight Bath’ number. 


| designed solely for nite club use, and 
| especially French Casino shows. 


In all. a show far superior in every 
wav to the opening show, and credit 
must be given to Jean LeSeyeux for 
the staging and Natalie Komarova 
for the ballet and ensemble numbers. 

Lou Breese orchestra is again here 
job of playing the 


|show, while Charles Agnew is the 


|; new 





also vlenty 
Gold. 


dance band, and 


okay. 


LE MIRAGE, N. Y. 


Cerutti, who operates a fashion- 
able Madison avenue restaurant 
(cirea Colony), recently took over 
Le Mirage on East 54th (in El Mor- 
rocco territory) and looks to put this 
heretofore jinx room over. It’s one 
of the nicest environments in town, 
one in which Frank Auditore sunk 
a big wad a couple of years ago, and 
save for a brief spell as the Chez 
Josephine Baker, it’s had a checkered 
career. But now, a combination of 
perhaps the best $2 table d’hote in 
town, plus the Yanyego Voodoo 
Dancers as the post-midnight spe- 
cial attraction, puts Le Mirage into 
the coin class again. : 

For dinner, Rov Rector politely 
paces a modest little divertissement 
which is backed by Elisha Tuttle’s 
small but good dance band. Marie 
Almonte, Wanda Goll and Roberta 
Jonay are the three specialists, with 
Rector contributing little save the 





conferenciering and Tut 


tle merely 








Della =« Billy Mack 


(FORMERLY MARQUE AND MARQUETTE) 








Take a dash of glamour: 


Spice with: KAYE GREENE 


Thank the Management of the 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 


For a Beautiful Debut and 


THE HOLLYWOOD RESTAURANT 
For a Perfect Climax to Their “All Too Short American Visit” 


OPENING AT CASINO DA URCA, RIO DE JANIERO 


With The 


BILLY MACK 
“COCKTAILS OF 1937” 


First Recipe: 

PRINCESS AHI 

Add a bit of daring: MISS DOLORES 

Three parts of thrills: JOHNNY MASON and CO. 
One part of mystery: LES HUNT 


Top off with lovely ladies: 8 FRANCIS ALLIS DANCERS 
Alkalize with: NORMAN and McKAY 


It’s an MCA Spectacle with 





Della »~« Billy Mack 








in his | 


and Wanda Goll ditto excepting the 
latter lets herself go with a pop, 
‘Lucky Star,’ in a refined hotcha, 
after a rather dignified introductory 


anent a German lullaby in tribute 
to Schumann-Heink. While of ‘sym- 
pathy’ calibre, it’s showmanly and 
registers. Miss Almonte is more 


poised throughout. She’s from radio. 

The Voodoo Dancers, who clicked 
for the Club Bali until recently, only 
do their Cuban calisthenics after 12, 
For a 
dinner, with without the floor 
trimmings, 


cuisine 


or 


bet. 
Abel. 


makes this a good 


| JOE DU PIERROT, N. Y. 


ing and costuming on femme torso. | 


To listen to the more than a score 


| Ludlow 





the environment and the lshut at the N. Y. 


good in that choice spot, generally | 
reserved for a big act or 





of nitery proprietors on West 52d 
street, the more the merrier 
joint creates a boom for its next- 





|door neighbor. To listen to Joe Du 


| entele. 
| customers, 


Pierrot, who moved just directly 
east across 5th avenue (No. 6 East), 
the swing street isn’t what it used 
to be. At least that’s his explana- 
tion for shifting from W. to E. 52d 
and going in more for a chi-chi cli- | 
OK for the speakeasy type 
avers Du Pierrot, but 
people are saner now in their food 
and drink standards, and so he’s now 
on the site of the old Madeleine’s. 
To a $2 French table d’hote, Du 
Pierrot has added such nocturnal 


trimmings as Joe Fejer and his | 


string quartet, whose music harks 
back to the Mouquin’s and Shanley- 
type restaurants of yesteryear— 
even before Voldsteadism. That Fe- 
jer must compromise his gypsy airs 
and his musical comedy excerpts 
with snatches of dansapation is a re- 
grettable necessity, but since the 
customer is always right and the 
boys and girls get the urge to terp, 
Fejer’s quartet must perforce give 
out with the hoof tunes as well. His 
is a facile and versatile combo 
which, however, is equal to the oc- 
casion. His cymbalism, second vio- 
lin and piano back-up, with maestro 
Fejer at the helm, as first violinist, 
are all right on the foxtrottology. 

There’s also an affable young 
tenor, Julio Di Amato, whom film 
talent scouts might 0.0. as a camera 
possibility. He’s young. of obviously 
trained vocal ability, who opens with 
‘Amapola’ and encores with ‘Next 
Romance.’ Kid looks well, has possi- 
bilities and is a comer. Du Pierrot 
also has a couple of other special- 
ists in Tom and Charlie, intime pi- 
anologists. 

It’s a rather late dine-and-dance 
spot and doesn’t start filling up until 
after 8. Abel, 


























_ Miami Beach, Florida 





-4-KRADDOCK BROS.—4 


Initial Theatre Appearance 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (FEB. 25th) | 


ee 


Accomplishments the Past Eighteen Months 
| Clifford C. Fischer’s French Casino, N. Y. 


_ London Casino, London, England 
Then returned to America (touring States) ..3 Momths 
Ritz Carlton Hotel, New York 


} 
| 
| (Sincere Thanks to Mr. Clifford C. Fischer) 


} 
| 


| 
| 
| 


5 Months | 


._...-2 Months 
5 Months 


2 Months 








CONGRESS CASINO 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, March 1. 

Lowering the price and operating 
to a mob with less coin in their jeans 
may help this nitery. It needs some 

inducement, because the present 
poy can’t possibly get the custom- 

ers on talent alone. Any of five 
| eanee nite clubs in this town have 
this Casino topped in every respect 
| on floor shows. 

| There’s a mess of scattered acts, 
nothing tying in, and building to 
nothing. The acts are on and off 
with no particular reason for their 
arrangement or grouping, with the 
result that individually okay acts 
sum up to mild entertainment. 

Randall Sisters are a singing trio 
that hardly fit in as an opening act 
here. Get the show off to a slow 
start. Al Bernie is one of those 
omnipresent mimics that are always 
shoved into a show when nothing 
else can be thought of quickly. 
Bernie is a standard mimic and 
makes all his impersonations sound 
like Harry Richman. The only im- 
personation which didn’t sound like 
Richman particularly was his im- 
pression of Harry Richman. 

Fine dance team on this show is 
Marion Wilkins and Jack Walters. 
Make a splendid appearance and of- 
fer a succession of dances which 
are swell in execution and niftiness. 
Cleverly worked out _ routines, 
| backed up by smartly selected tunes, 
| make this a neat team for any show. 
Took the best audience results of the 
evening and deserved it. 

Lila Carmen has a wealth of per- 
| sonality and her vim and vitality 
| sell her vocal numbers with a solid 
purch. Has a novel rhythm style 
that makes her a standout seller of 
pop swing songs. Olympic Trio are 
strictly vaude with their roller- 
| skating whirlwind on a small raised 


(Continued on page 53) 











MABEL M’CANE’S COMEBACK 


Mabel McCane, vaudeville head- 
liner some years ago, is readying a 
new act in Chicago. 

Miss McCane retired about seven 
years ago when she encountered 








A ote 





vocal trouble. 


less concerts 
lural death.’ 
;eventually revert to the phonograph, 
|where they 
selections. 
front 
Sweeping the Country.’ 


each | 


N. ¥Y. Act over nicely, but he was 
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@ 15 YEARS AGO @ 


(From Variety and Clipper) 











Izzy Herk lawing Jack Pearl, who 
had jumped a contract to go to the 
Shuberts. He had been playing bur- 
lesque. Pearl offered Herk $6,000 





for a release from his burlesque 
contract, but Herk nixed. 





Equity jailed a small producer for 
not paying salaries to a_ stranded | 
company. Friends rustled the money | 
and he was free after five hours in| 
St. First legal victory. 

‘Three Wise Fools,’ ‘Lightnin’,” and 
‘The Bat,’ the only non-musicals to 


| take to the road after a B’way run. 
| A record then. 





Watson had the next-to- 


Palace and made | 


sisters 


a man. | 
Dolly Sisters, added a five-piece orch | 


| to their turn. 





Clipper seemed to think that wire- 
‘will soon die a nat- 
Argued people would 


could pick their own 
The same week VARIETY’S 


page headline was ‘Radio 





Rialto, N. Y., ventured a revival | 


| week with a daily change to let in 
lseven big successes. Did only fairly 
| well. 





VARIETY printed its first batch of 


film box office reports. Ran three | 
| columns. 





Jack Dempsey made his second 


vaude try, this time at the Hippo- 
drome, with Jack Kearns stooging. | 
Better than the last effort. 





Blackstone, magician, cut his eve- | 


ning’s show to 23 minutes and went | 
into vaude. 
Ave. 


Broke in at the Fifth | 





Jack Benny at the Riverside, 
advised to dress better. 


turn, 


Hurting the 





Dan Michalove brought three) 
newspaper men from Atlanta to New | 
York to help him pick out a stock co. | 
for Lynch’s Forsythe there. 





Irene Castle was doing three-a-day | 
in ‘a Detroit picture house. Getting | 
$4,000 on the week and willing to let | 
the house get some coin, too. 





Three managers burning at stage 
pianists. Declared them excess bag- | 
gage costing the houses around | 
$6,000 a week. But nothing could be | 
done about it. 





There were eight vaudeville houses | 
in Newark, so the Strand went back | 
to pictures, 





Some theatres were following 
Kansas City in using radio as a stage | 
attraction, but the big houses would | 
not touch it. 


Cushman Units Will 
Reopen Winnipeg Spot 











Winnipeg, March 2. | 
Cushman units re-open the Winni- | 
peg Orpheum here March 19, start- | 
ing with ‘Vienesse Vanities.’ House | 
has been dark since last May. 
Deal was set by Vince Markee, | 
representing Cushman, and Jack | 
Miles, head of Western Theatres | 
chain, in Chicago recently. Contract | 
for the units is reported to be for 
10 weeks. 





V-Y’S $3,000 IN HAVANA 
Havana, March 2. 
Veloz and Yolanda, dance team. 
set a new attendance record at the 
Sevilla Biltmore hotel here for week 
ended Saturday (27), which was 
Cuba’s fiesta week. 
Team took away $3,000 for its end. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
} 


New Friars’ Frolic. ie 


Friars Club’s annual frolic, the 
first since the club was reorganized 
and moved te new quarters last year 
will be staged at the Hollywood the. 
atre, N. Y., March 28 (Easter Sun. 
day night). 


Club’s Abbot is Jay C. Flippen. 








A Bit of Proof 


“WHITEY 


AL. ROBERTS; 


Always Working 
Year 1936 


1—Club (Paul Savoy), Los An- 
geles 
2—American Legion, Hollywood 
3, 4—Sohoba, San Jacinto, Cal. 
5—Lincoln, Los Angeles 
J—Elks (Bert Levy), Los 
geles 
— (Sadie Halperin), Taft, 
al, 
- 12—Club (Bert Levy), Pasadena 
- 13—Orpheum, Los Angeles 
- 14—Cluob (Herman Strous), Hol- 
lywood 
- 16 to 23—Million 
Angeles 
. 25—Club (Strous), Santa Monica 
- 26—Club (Warren Jackson), Los 
Angeles 
27—Forrester's 
geles 
29 to Feb. 
Angeles 
2—Del Mar Club, Santa Monica 
3—Club (Al Wager), Los An- 
geles 
4—Club (Geo. Hunt), Giendale 
5, 6, J—Raymond, Pasadena 
10—Masonic Temple, Los An- 
gelex 
14—Ebel Club, Santa Anna 
15—Uplifter’s Club, Hollywood 
17 to 24—ROXY, SALT LAKE 
CITY 
— ee Hotel, Salt Lake 
‘ity 
$9—Amortonm Legion, Salt Lake 
City 
27 to Mar. 8—Brown Palace Ho- 
tel, Denver 
28 to Mar. 6—(Doubled) 
Denver 
(Jack 


9—Masons 
Denver 

13-19—-TOWER, KANSAS CITY 

20-26—MARBRO, CHICAGO 


An- 


Dollar, Los 


Jan, Club, Los An- 


Jan, 1—Hippodrome, Los 


Feb. 
Feb. 


Feb, 
Feb. 
Feb. 


Feb. 
Feb, 
Feb. 


Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


Feb. Tabor, 


Mar, 


Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
A.pr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 


Laughlin), 


May 
May 


May 
May 
May 
May 
June 


27-Apr. 2—UPTOWN, CHICAGO 
3-10—COLONIAL, DAYTON, O. 
11i—Arcada, St. Charles, Ill. 
12—Senate, Chicago 
13, 14, 15—Harding, Chicago 
19—No. Shore, Chicago 
24 to 27—NATIONAL, LOUIS- 
VILLE 
1 to 8—SHUBERT, CINCIN- 
NATI 
9—Club (Crosby Radio), Cin- 
cinnati 
10 to 14—PALACE, FT. WAYNE 
16, 17—Orpheum, Champagne, Ill. 
21—RKO Club, Davenport, Ia. 
30, 31—Kedsie, Chicago 
12 to 19 — ORIENTAL, CHI- 
CAGO 
June 22—Club (Dave O’Mally), Chi- 
cago 
June 26 to July 3—RIVERSIDE, 
MILWAUKEE 
July i (Barnes), Hoopeston, 
iil. 
5—Capitol, Manatowac, Wis. 
11, 12—Stratford, Chicago 
13 to 16—Furniture Show, Grand 
Rapids 
19—Willow Grove Park, Pa. 
24-30—CARMBN, PHILADEL- 
PHIA 
31 to Aug. 7—FAY’S, PROVI- 
DENCE 
7 & 8—Cameo, Hartford 
9—Lobster Cafe, Hartford 
11, 12, 13—New Bedford Hotel 
15—Lachis, Brattleboro, Vt. 
16—Lachis, Claremont, N. H. 
19—Oddfeliow’s Club (Rapp), 
New York 
23—Dorney Park, Allentown, Pa. 
ow Club, Hague, New 


or 

2 3 6—Bronx Opera, New York 
City 

11-15—Majestic, Paterson, N. J. 

18 to 25—ASTOR, READING 

25 to Oct. 2—CARMEN, PHIL- 
ADELPHIA 

— Dollar Pier, Atlantic 
‘ity 

3—Capitol, Lancaster, Pa. 

6—Mason’s (Schooler), New York 

7, 8. 9—Folly, Brooklyn 

10—Criterion, Bridgeton, N. J. 

14—Poli Palace, Waterbury, 
Conn 

15-16-17—Auburn, Auburn, Me. 

18-19-20—Colonial, Nashua, N. H. 

22—Inman Sq., Cambridge, Mass. 

23—Stetson Club, New Bedford, 
Mass. 

24, 25, 26 — Park, Woonsocket, 


July 
July 
July 


July 
July 


July 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Ang. 
Aug. 


Aug. 
Aug. 


Sept. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept. 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


Oct. 
Oct. 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


27—Simpson’s Pavillion, Dover, 
N. H 


29—Lyric, Bridgeport, Conn, 
30—Empire, Salem, Mass. 
31—York, Athol, Mass. 
3 to 8&—New Bedford Hotel 
%—Auditorium, Malden, Mass. 
12—Club (Chas. Kapp), New 
York 
13—Athletic Club, Philadelphia 
14—Lyric, Allentown, Pa. 
15-19—State, Baltimore, Md. 
21—Lyric, Allentown, Pa. 
26 to Dec. 3—ST. LOUIS, ST. 
LOUIS 
4—Wurlitzer (Club), St. Louis 
5—Arcada, St. Charles, Ll. 
8—Candy Mfg. (Club), Chicago 
12-18—STATE LAKE, CHICAGO 
19-20—Kedsie, Chicago 
23—Athletic Club (Block), Chi- 


cago 
25-31—LYRIC, INDIANAPOLIS 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec, 
Dec. 


Dec. 
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Frenchy Revue from Morrison, Chi, 


‘Lined Up for Vaudflm at $6,000 Wkly 





‘Revue Internationale,’ French Ca- 
sino show out of the Casino, Paris- 
ienne in the Morrison hotel, Chicago, 
already has a five-week vaude route 
lined up, including its current stanza 
at the Chicago, Chicago. Unlike its 
F. C. predecessors, which played 


vaude at $7,500 guarantees plus 
splits, ‘Revue Internationale’s guar- 


anteed figure will be only $6,000 in 
most spots. 
theatre in which it w 


set that amount will be the Mich- 


One 


Detroit, opening Friday (5). 
I e the unit will get $5,000 plus the 
I cent > iking the cut becau 
ol ( al ts - 
A. Robi played the | 
: ly and will have to be re- 
placed by talent: booked and paid fo 
by Paramount. 
Follovy Detroit, unit resumes 


the vaudfilm 
Pittsburgh, 


theatre is b 


policy at the Stanley, 
opening March 12. This 
ykked jointly by Loew’s 


| 








| Casino 


| 


and Warner’s on a pooling deal. 
House has been playing straight pic- | 
ture past few weeks due mainly to 
sca y of stage attraction 
Paramount pick up ‘Interna- 
tionale’ for the Metropolitan, Boston 


1. eM 
WweekK Ol iVial 


ting it the following week at the 
Capitol, Washington. Show will 
play any New York stage house due 
to possible confliction with the 
Frénch Casino’s original theatre- 
cabaret on Seventh avenue. 
Vaudfilm dates agented by F. C.’s 
own agency subsidiary in N. Y., the 
Internationale headed by Miles In- 


+ 
galls. 


‘ch 25, with Loew’s get- 


not 


Stanley Resumes 12th 
Pittsburgh, March 2. 


Unable to land James Melton to 
open this Friday (5), Stanley, War- 














ORIGINATORS OF 
THE KOLLING SKIS 


LOU and JAY 


SEILER 


Presenting the ski-jumpers nightmare 


Week March 5th Loew’s Capitol, 
Wash. 


Scheduled 20th Century-Fox 
Pictures 











AGENTS 


Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. Y. 


Birthday, 











n, | every 
| available, 


| by Harrises, 





; even 


| band, 


| wife. 


ners’ deluxer, will wait until week 
of March 12 to resume stage shows 
after couple of months with straight 
pix. Reopening attraction will be 
‘Folies Internaticnale’ from French 
in Chicago, with Johnny 


|Hamp’s band, around which a show 


is to be built, coming in following 
week. 
Inability to pick up steady series 


of name attractions is causing Harry 


Kalmine, zone mnager for WB, to 
keep Stanley on a flexible policy 
with presentations going in only 

en the right ones a ivailable 
Othe ( house will pl al 

nd f 

St lev |} ( 

ee} of } + 4 { 
contract with n and f 
now until September 1 can use the 
pit crew whenever they wish with- 
out kicking back any dough. Dave 
Broudy, who nee site dropped 
flesh, has been conducting string en- 
semble in William Penn hotel's din- 
ing room, will give up that job to 
direct the pit band 

Hostelry, however, retair B 
to give little mphony ¢ 


Sunday evening in lobby. He’ 
P tt 


insolar 


since 
six-day town 
cerned, 

Indications at beginning of year 
were that Alvin 
might slip in an occa- 
sional stage show, but Warners are 
having so much trouble corralling 
attractions that Harrises have given 
up idea and are sticking to pix. 





Pegsy Garcia at $400, 
Nearly, Until the Law 


Stepped in Once Again’ 


Peggy Garcia, whose $500,000 suit 
vs. Rubinoff, the violinist was tossed 
out of court at her own attorney’s 
request, was being offered for vaude 
dates by Edgar Allen early last week. 
Before the New York bookers could 
say no, however, the law 
stepped in against the former nitery 
cloakroom girl. 

Miss Garcia and her 
Michael LaRocca, were _ in- 
dicted for bigamy Friday (26) on the 
complaint of LaRocca’s alleged first 
She -was held in $2,500 bail. 

A pending Washington Height’s 
(N.Y.) tavern booking, reported for 
four weeks at $400 weekly, also now 
appears lost to Miss Garcia, at least 
for the time being. 





Raid N. C. Spots 


Charlotte, N. C., March 2. 
State highway patrolmen raided a 
series of niteries in the Charlotte 
vicinity last week and seized $15,000 
worth of bonded whiskey. State still 





| with Johnny 


Bowes’ All-Girl Unit 


Gets Interstate Time 
Interstate, booked by Charles J. 
Freeman in New York, has set Major 
Bowes’ all-girl unit for four-and-a- 
half weeks, opening April 16 in 
Houston, Tex. 

Following Houston, unit plays full- 
weekers in Dallas and San Antonio 
and then goes into splits at Ft. 
Worth, Austin and Waco. 


ood-Closed 


ville Niteries 
Reopen Doors 





Louisville March 2 
Nitery biz definitely « the 
both here and across the ri 


Jeffersonville, Indiana. 


Casa Madrid opened Saturday | 
Burkarth I 


band 


|Gordinier and Larry Dow: 
vocalists. Spot had been shut do 
for four weeks, having been one of 
the plac taken over by autl tir 
during the flood for the } 

efuge . Consideral | 
had to be done before the spot « 


I 


be reopened. 


Club Paddock also open, with Fa} 


| Norman’s ‘Gay Boy Revue’ again the 


, owned and operated | 


second hus- | 





has prohibition, by law if not actual- | 
ly, although the legislature last week 


paved the way for counties to vote 


themselves wet. 


|}and took a 





entertainment. 
with injunction 
authorities, 


femme 


Norman is now faces 
served by city 
setting forth that the 
immoral, indecent 


imps. are 


and harmful to young people who 
attend the club. 

Anthony Trini band, with Al Gale | 
heading the floorshow, opened the 
Club Greyhound in Jeffersonville, 


Saturday (27). 
over WHAS. 
Several smaller clubs are again in 
operation, after much repairing and 
redecorating, most of them featuring 
orchestras and floorshow entertain 


Band airs nightly 


ment. Flood-time ban on sale of 
liquor after 6 p.m. has also been | 
lifted. 


PHILLY’S COCOANUT 
GROVE A SHAMBLES 


Philadelphia, March 2. 

A battle between detectives and 
tough guys in the Cocoanut Grove 
here landed seven of the participants 
in the hospital last week. Versions 
varied as to exactly how the trouble 
started. 

Harry Hahn 
nitery. 


is manager of the 
One of the muggs was in the place 
drinking and dancing and, in danc- 
ing past the cashier’s desk, noted 
that the phone number of the detec- 
tive bureau was on a pad. 
He made an insulting remark that 


the owners were paying off the de- | 


tectives. This led to words and Hahn 
ordered the toughie out. 
ster threatened that he’d be back. 


Fearing trouble, Hahn phoned for | 


the detectives. Four of them arrived 


seat near the bar. By 


| this time the place was nearly empty 


Nite spots raided included Pine 
Tavern, Tuckaseegee Lodge, Bo} 
Peep, Greenwich Village and Red 


‘Top. Operators were fined. 








LONDON! 


PARIS! 3 MOS.—-NEW YORK! 18 MOS. 


Now CHICAGO 


AGAIN ACCLAIMS 


EMIL BOREO 


1 YEAR 


INDEFINITE 
ENGAGEMENT 





Emil Boreo in Return to Act as 


By CHARLIE 


iast night 


» « « before a truly 
Parisien in 


the Hotel Morrison! 
The ‘“Paris-Montparnasse” 
is the second musical production the 
Casino Parisien has held, and was 
presented under the eagle-eyes of 
of important French Casino execu- 
tives who control the Parisian-at- 
mosphered bright spot at the down- 
town hotel, 
Surprises were 
new production. Emil Boreo, “In- 
ternational Conferencier,” who 
scored so terrifically. His ovation held 
up the show for fully two minutes 
which is a long time any way 
you figure in the show business, es- 


plentiful in the 





“Conferencier” 
DAWN 
Clifford Fischer's ‘‘Paris-Montparnasse” revue hit Chicago with full force 
distinguished 


episode @ 





for New Production 


(Chicago American) 


audience at the Casino 





Chicago Daily News 
‘By Joseph Lawler 


"~~6sss4 nue 
the 
much for 
His 


make 


of Emil 
‘conferencier,”’ 
in this respect. 
something to 


return Boreo, 


famous ‘* does 
the show 
presence 


French 


does 
shows Frenchy, 
last 


these 


and his entrance night was 











pecially when a new production is creeted with . welcoming applause 
under way. that should echo long in his heart.” 
Fourth Conseent've Season with Clifford Fischer's Revues 








of customers. 

Rose Coyle, ‘Miss America’ of last 
year, was just leaving when four 
tough boys came back. She slammed 


the door in their faces, and narrow- | 
They pushed her | 


ly escaped injury. 


aside, however, and entered to be 


| met by the detectives. 


| glassware, a 
| brickbats were thrown. 


A slugging melee ensued in which 
hammer and other 
Damage to 
the place itself was only a few tables 
and windows. Seven carloads of 
cops, answering a riot call, stopped 
the war. 

The two gangsters who were able 
to attend the magistrate’s hearing the 


following morning were held in 
$20.000 bail each for ‘court The 
| others likewise will be held when 


| they are discharged from the hos- 
| pital. 


The story was given wide play in 


| the dailies and Hahn complained that 
| it has seriously hurt his business. 


Philly Nitery Reopening 


Philadelphia, March 2. 
Evergreen Casino, on outskirts of 


town, takes down the shutters Fri- | 
Harold Larzalere is man- | 


day (5). 
ager. 

Known as Evergreen Farms, it 
had rep as very hot spot during 
prohibish. Continued open after re- 
peal and was pocketing nice coin 
until raided for selling liquor after 
hours. 


The mob- | 





Refugees’ Stage Show 


Memphis, March 2. 
Flood refugees are going back 
home in such numbers now that it’s 
hard to hold a east together, but ref- 





ugee camp at the Memphis Fair- 
grounds is still going in for dra- 
matics in a big way Publie not i 
ted I t the vhole « imp wa on 
\ y ( 
Coffman } the r 
] ; on } +1 ‘ 


HOLM GOES PR 
IN ROSE DUNK 


Cleveland, 
Dropping her fight to 
amateur standing with 
Ame! Athletic Union, Eleanor 
Holm Jarrett turned definitely pro 
by accepting Billy Rose’s offer to e» 
hibit her curves in Great Lakes Ex- 
position here summer. Swim- 
ming-actress so far is the top name 





March 3. 
back 
the 


win 
ner 


ican 


this 


landed by the half-pint-sized pro- 
motor for his ‘Aquacade’ which will 
tart second semester of city’s cen- 
tennial show on May 29. 


| Rose began dickers with 
a month ago when she was doing a 
| personal at RKO Palace here. Movie 
sal, who was dropped from Olympic 
team for breaking training rules, has 
been holding out with hopes of be- 
ing reinstated by the A. A. U. After 
| getting word that the Metropolitan 
district committeemen were still 
against her, she signatured Rose’s 
contract for a fifteen-week period. 
1 It calls for $2,000 per week, accord- 
ing to the star who tosses big figures 
around almost as carelessly as Rose 
himself. 

Instead of being an open-air 
fair, promoter has decided to cover 
the grandstand ampitheatre seating 
5,000 diners. ) 
mermaids, 


with two 
during the run of 101 days 


shows a night 
Although 


| 


Eleanor 


af- | 


Cast to consist of 100) 


he has the whole Lake Erie to play | 
| with as a background, Rose isn’t ap- | 


parently satisfied yet. He's 
| gabbing about getting ‘either Johnny 
| Weismuller or Helen Hayes or Leslie 
| Howard to make it a little more co- 
| lossal.,’ 
| Capt. F. J. Christensen, 
Florida, is again buying fair space 
| for his submarine, the S-49. 

Shell for ‘Radioland’ features was 
moved from gates down to a 
water-front site last week. Almon 
| R. Schaffer, associate director, is in 
| Los Angeles lining up new conces- 


| sionaries for the Expo. 


now | 


now in} 


| 


new | 


Early Nitery Foldups in Miami 
Blamed on Florida's Gambling Ban 


—t 


-Miami niteries, after a very poor 
season considering the upturn of 
business in general, have begun to 
fold up their tents early this year. 
First major spot to go was the 
luxurious Palm Island Casino, which 
closed its doors Saturday night (27), 


Cross and Dunn headlined its final 
floor show. Hollywood C.C with 
Benny Fields as its entertainment 
topliner, quit f t! 
S (6) 
a; } VI ‘ 
, bad T 
_ ; { 
) ‘ 
t al 
e) r to 
) of 
e, the Pal I i Ca tak- 
van e of e le ty of slot 
( in Flo i id operating 
I table I I hat n 
I cel in a t d out a pail 
f dice pun ab .--§ h larle a 
roulette wheel, etc Intricacie en- 
led in taking chances With their 
however, kept a od 1 y of 
' ry! ‘ 
Folding of the Palm Island and the 
Hollywood presage a general ex- 


odus of niteries from the Miami sec- 
tor within the next couple of weeks, 
maller clubs being expected to fold 
that 


in wholesale fashion in period, 


STAMFORD VAUDE SPOT 
Palace, Stamford, Conn., operated 
by Twin-Theatres Corp., goes vaude 
with poiicy of last-half shows starte 
ing March 1}. 
Opening attraction is Milt Britton 
band, 








After 39 Weeks at 
Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 


EDDIE LEBARON 


With His ORCHESTRA 


NOW 17TH WEEK 
WALDORF-ASTORIA 
HOTEL, NEW YORK 


(Sert and Empire Rooms and 
Cocktail Lounge) 





Management 
MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 











LARRY 
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GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 
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. Unit Reviews 





CASINO PARISIEN 


(CHICAGO, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Feb. 27, 

This unit comes in direct from the 
Casino Parisien nitery at the Mor- 
rison hotel, the local haven of the 
French Casino circuit.’ The show 
‘was week enough as a ficor show; it 
is considerably weaker as a stage 
attraction. It is much below the 
standard of the French Casino shows 
which have previously been unitized. 
These shows hitting the theatres 
lately have gotten weaker and 
weaker, and it is imperative that 
something be done quickly to 
strengthen unit-shows to. their for- 
mer b. o. glory, 

This unit is going to prove a 
boomerang both in word-of-mouth 
and in b. o., since it is not giving 
the people what they’ve been led to 
expect. The only thing Frenchy 
about the show is it’s title, and that’s 
not so hot, either. 


There was only a bit of French 
music for the opening. The rest of 
the music was plain pop stuff, and 
completely unsuitable for a French 
Casino revue. No unit scenery at all; 
the backdrops and_e set pieces 
coming out of the Balaban & Katz 
warehouse, and previously seen in 
the B. & K. vaude houses. 


They didn’t Know what to do 
about the nudity stuff. It was han- 
dled pretty badly at the nitery; but 
it’s even worse here. 


Costumes and wardrobe’ good 
but nothing to excite ‘em in a house 
which has always had the tops in 
costuming, and the same goes fer the 
dance routines, with Fred Evans do- 


- ing a better job week in and week 


out than this one-time unit shot. 


Only entertainment comes from the 
individual acis. And most of these 
acts have been played around. 
Paul Kirkland was a_ last-minute 
insert, and he’s as French as Ran- 
dolph street with his ladder balanc- 
ing and novelty and paper juggling. 
Goes over well however. 

Rest of the acts are from the floor 
show and all do bang-up jobs. It’s 
a shame they didn’t have the proper 
background. A. Robins is here with 
a new set of costumes and. tricks, 
and still a fine novelty for any 
house with his bottomless trunk. 
George Campo a cinch with his 
panto comedy and burlesque Apache. 
That comedy backdrop remains sure- 
fire for laughs. 


Eileen O’Connor, toe dancer, 
should put on more weight. Jerome 
Andrews manages a couple of grace- 
ful leaps across the stage in classi- 
cal baliet fashion, while Jack Whit- 
ney tosses in a Spanish specialty. 
Carmen Romero opens the show with 
a pleasing castanet number. 


Acrobatic act of Anderson and 
Allen is fine, exhibiting some of 
the niftiest . hand-to-hand extant. 
But they still are retarding their 
progress with a cheap wardrobe. 


Ballroom team of Mary Raye and 
Naldi go over solidly here, and can 
stand a build-up since the country is 
now more ballroom dance con- 
scious, and this one is excellent, both 
on appearance and execution. They 
are followed on the stage by the 
strong knockabout, roughhouse ball- 
room team of Grace and Nico, The 
gal is an eye-appeal winner in every 
respect, and tops with burlesque 
dancing. Fine act for any house. 

Songstress Sara Ann McCabe sings 
loud anyway. Her appearance is 
prime excuse for her presence. : 

Gold. 


BOWES’ INT’L REVUE 


(MICHIGAN, DETROIT) 
Detroit, Feb. 27. 


But for its ‘international flavor,’ 
this new unit tastes just like other 
Major Bowes efforts. Plenty of 
fodder for the uninitiated, and plenty 
of headaches for patrons who know 
bo’ter. 

It’s sub-titled ‘radio amateurs,’ so 
it maintains b.o. lure but not much 
else. There are 11 acts, more or less, 
composed of about 20 ams, and each 
turn is labelled as representing some 
country or part of the VU. S. Only 
one of these is certain, Eva Moore, 
warbler, who represents the midwest 
and hails from Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Fortunately, 50-minute revue flows 
swiftly and is offered in a smooth 
setting. Latier consists of a huge 
world globe, diased in center of back 
portion of stage, alongside which is 
seated pit orch. Fiags of various 
nations, which acts supposedly repre- 
sent, are grouped around the realistic 
globe. For the finale, ‘Miss America’ 
is lowered from ceiling just above 
the globe, and two panels, one con- 
taining fife and drum players and 
the other a giri typifying the Statue 
of Liberty, are opened in backdrop 
on either side of globe. 

Couple of the acts stand out above 
the others, but that isn’t exactly 
complimentary. In the ‘select’ group 
are Danny Drayson, who puts on 
some better-class tapping: Jonny and 
Julius, real and synthetic trumpeteers, 
and Wiiliam McCarty, Swiss bell- 
ringer. While these three turns score 
none of ’em are any better than 
run-of-the-mine. ; 

Others include the Wendel Sisters, 
harmony warblers s repre- 


| defenseless 


senting Scotland, and garbed ap- 
propriately; Joan Zepper, who gives 
a satire on ballet terping; Huey 
Kong, who’s been in other Bowes 
units and who’s supposed to sing in 
Chinese as well as English (the 
Chinese sounds oke); the Caperettes, 
three femme tappers, for Canada; 
Eva Moore, torch piper from 
Michigan, who wears a flashy red 
gown; Signor Toni, for Spain, with 
funny noises made by a fire ex- 


Ralph Lawrence, accordionist, abetted 


Russia. 
Jack Squires, m.c., does the best he 
can with material at hand, and even 
gets off a few jokes. 
In keeping with the unit, overture, 
under baton of Eduard Werner, pro- 
vides several rounds of pop swing 
tunes. Feature of this is Rosa di | 
Guili, formerly with Chicago Opera | 
Co. and now on WXYZ staff here, | 
who contributes a nice semi-classic 
song. 
House well-filled 
caught. 


1937 SWING SHOW 


(CAROLINA, GREENVILLE, S. C.) 
Greenville, S. C., Feb. 28. 


Most unit revues catering to the 
acetylene-circuit are given to perpe- 
trating rust-ridden routines on 
flesh-hungry cash cus- 
tomers. Not so the ‘1937 Swing Show’ 
which played Carolina last week. 


Show opens up on a business note 
with hot swing music by 10 piece 
all-girl] band, fronted ‘with well- 
schooled line of nine chorines, and 
moves rapidly. Outstanding is the 
fact that not a single naughtly gag is 
attempted. 

Clever dance bit is done by Myers 
and St. John, for the most part acro- 
batic hokum stuff and later in bill an 
unnamed lad does a really first rate 
double-jointed single dance routine. 


Two decidedly pleasing stand-outs 
of the show were Maxine and Bobby, 
a dog act which clicked big, and 
Steven Bros. and Big Boy, an outfit 
of loonies and a big bear. The pup 
goes through an amazingly clever 
slow-motion routine. Bear act is 
mostly slap-stick comedy with black- 
out build-up on who will wrestle 
bruin. 

Costumes, for the most part, are 
attractive but stood out mainly be- 
cause they appeared clean which 


at early show 
Pete. 


most show apparel coming here 
doesn’t. 
Show boasts several other spotted 


routines including an_ acrobatic 
violinist, Eric Philmore jugglers and 
a male singer. Gym, 


G. V. SCANDALS 


(ORPHEUM, MINNEAPOLIS) 
Minneapolis, Feb. 27. — 


In many respects, this classes as 
one of the very best o- the less pre- 
tentious unit shows to hit here this 
season. It boasts a liberal amount 
of first-rate talent, a dandy line of 
15 girls who have looks and hoofing 
ability, enough production to afford 
the proper degree of flash and, in 
Mitchell & Durant, Peter Higgins 
and Don Cummings, an approach, at 
least, to names. What it lacks is the 
zip and snap that usually go with a 
smooth running arrangement. The 
breaks from one number to another 
are too abrupt, creating an impres- 
sion of awkwardness and depreciat- 
ing the material’s value. An m.c. un- 
doubtedly would go a long way to 
remedy this situation for the ‘Green- 
wich Village Scandals.’ 


Show has drops and hangings in 
rofusion and impressive costuming. 
Sosmuee of an evident desire to capi- 
talize rep of the stars, Mitchell & 
Durant, a Hollywood atmosphere has 
been sought. The opening scene de- 
picting the outside of a studio finds 
Harry Pollard on a rostrum vocaliz- 
ing to introduce the girls who go 
through their first dancing paces. 
Helen Miller, a personable torch 
singer, works in one, scoring with 
two pop numbers. Don Cummings 
also has what it takes in personality 
and looks and his rope spinning 
stunts and gagging land solidly. One 
of his stories, striking the only blue 
note in the entire show, however. 


GREAT LESTER REVUE 


(CAPITOL ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, Feb. 28. 


Jam-packed house; with standees, 
holds its collective breath while 
Noel Lester guides a huge buzz 
through the: body of a girl draped 
with a sheet and strapped to the 
framework holding the whirling 
steel toothed disk and bits of cloth 
fill the air. That is the socko finish 
to this unit and it holds Cap’s cus- 
tomers so spellbound and rigid they 
forget to applaud! 

Unit, which is really a two-in-one 
show, has everything a. manager 





tinguisher, inner tube and tire pump; | could wish for to please his patrons. 
Three Flat Tires, sepia warblers, and | It has shapely girls, who can sing 


and dance, and the suave, smooth- 


by three femme toe hoofers, for | working Lester doesn’t have to take 


his hat off to any of the master ma- 

gicians. It boasts comedy, too. 
Since Lester needs the whole 

stage, 12-piece band, four with unit, 


| work in pit and Lester comes on in 


one and curtains part and he goes 
right to work, starting off with a 


few preliminaries in balancing on 
the slack wire. He juggles some 
while seated in a chair on the wire 


and then hauls up a table that he 
places in front of him. On it sits a 
dummy, which gets plenty of laughs. 
Lester carries on an imaginary con- 
versation with the dummy and does 
some water color changing tricks 
while maintaining his precarious 
balance on the wire. His wife, Alice 
Lester, is his assistant. 

ester then produces Lenka Toldi 
out of an empty box and the girl 
does an acrobatic dance that gets 
over big. The magician is then back 
on in one with two girls for the old 
interchangeable umbrella and hand- 
kerchief trick, but it still makes Cap 
patrons wonder and gets a good 
hand. 

Lester makes a few incantations 
and fires a gun and petite Diana 
Rivers pops out of a doll house that 
doesn’t seem big enough to hold a 
kitten. Clad in a neat.cerise dress, 
she moves to the mike and does a 
number and then taps out a routine. 

The three-second trunk escape, 
beautifully handled, is next with 
Alice Lester and Ollie Campbell 
changing places inside and outside 
the strapped, locked trunk. 


After a modernistic dance by Miss 
Toldi, Lester, working with two 
stooges from the audience and a 
quartet of small boys, goes through 
a routine of small magic, including 
severing and reuniting rope and an 
‘expose’ of the old sawing a woman 
in two trick, using a small open 
sided box and one of the stooges’ tie. 

The Trevor Sisters, blonde and 
brunette, present a creditable tap 
dance and are followed by the R-- 
komas, man and wife, whose act is 
novel, consisting as it does of con- 
tortion work and difficult handbal- 
ancing with some huge spools on an 
old wheel chair in which he is 
wheeled on and off stage by his 
assistant. 

Wanda Trevor then does a toe 
dance while the stage is being set 
for the buzz saw number. Lester 
preduces Diana Rivers from an 
Egyptian mummy casket and she 
does a brief acro routine, including 
a back bend and twist around stunt 
in picking up a handkerchief with 
her teeth. She then disrobes, in 
silhouette, behind. a screen and 
everything’s all set for the spell- 
binding crux of the show. Lester 
tests out the apparatus by sawing a 
plank in two. The trick is terrific. 
Not*ing’s hidden, the big saw ap- 
parently goes right through girl’s 
body and then back. Curtains close 
and Lester comes out to take bows. 

While show is essentially one of 
prestidigitation, and legerdemain, it 
carries plenty of novelty and variety 
for those who don’t care for the 
magic men. Show is closed in 53 
minutes and company consists of 18 
persons, including Clyde Jordan, 
business manager. 

Unit is working Southeastern loons 
until March 25. when it will hop to 
Lexington, Ky. to start a swing 
eround the Shine-Shay-Butterfield 
circuit. Lucchese. 


Sinssie tale 


By Happy Benway 


Alice Carman, after trying that 
California ozone for three weeks, is 
back here cottage’ing. 

Teddy Bodell shot in here as a new 
arrival from the Lenox Hill hospital, 
New York. 

Bill Robinson (not the dancer) 








well could be omitted. 
A flash production number with 


attire is noteworthy for the oppor- 
tunity that it gives each to do a bit. 
Harry King and the Sinclair Twins 
introduce enough difficult steps dur- 
ing thei: tap hoofing to justify their 
presence. As for the featured Peter 
Higgins, the years apparently have 
dealt kindly with his pipes and, 
working behind a mike, he leaves 


‘em pleading for more, the Irish 
numbers, as usual, particularly 
panicking the customers. A chorus 


precision and jazz contribution paves 
the way for Mitchell and Durant. If 
anything, this pair is better than 
ever. Mitchell’s impersonations of 
Clark Gable and Herbert Marshall 
take down the house. Durant’s mug- 
ging and the pair’s tomfoolery and 
acrobatics all come under the head 
of ace entertainment and cop merited 
3s and applause, Rees. 








eight of the show girls in striking | 


| came back here after mastering the 
|:ib-op in a New York hospital. 

Armond Monte (Pardi and Monte), 
who has been and is strictly in bed 
| taming canaries, has mastered bird 
| talk. 

Ruth Hatch, an ex-NVA-ite, came 
to town to ‘hello’ the gang. 

Doris Gascoigne underwent minor 


op. 

Gladys Palmer surrounded by a 
lot of Chicago relatives. 

Paramount Pictures taking over 
the Bob-Run at Placid for picture 
scenes. Among the Paramounters 
here are Director Otho Lovering; 
photographers Harry Perry and Bob 
Rhea; technicians J. Garland, J. 
Critchey and F. Alless. (P.S.: They 
are still waiting for snow). 

Write to those that you know in 
Saranac and elsewhere who are sick. 
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Nan O'Reilly, golf editor of the N. Y. Eve. Journal, who died Feb. 27 
in N. Y. after two days’ illness of a heart ailment, was considered some. 
thing of a ‘guardian angel’ by Leon Enken and Eddie Davis, who lend their 
names to Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. nitery. 

This dates back to the pre-repeal days, when Miss O'Reilly (Mrs. Sil-s 


M. Newton of the Essex House, N. 


Y., in private life) dug up a fresh 


bankroll for the then struggling nitery at a time when it needed financio} 
succor most. Since then she’s been in for a 10% cut in the nite spot, and 
has long been a personal pal and intimate of the nite club managers. 





Loew's Washington office is putting plenty behind scheduled debut of 
Red Skelton, Canadian m.c., at Capitol there March 5. He is booked in 


for two consecutive weeks, witn options. 
stage, give Skelton a baton and surround him with 60-minute 


It’s planned to use pit band on 
revue, 


First unit, opening March 12, will include Jack Powell, Sue Ryan, Marilyn 
Marlow, Four Kraddocks, Talbot Haslett and Jay and Lou Seiler. ; 

Washington is being deluged with bally on Skelton a la mystery formula, 
playing boy up as a new sensation for femmes. 





Something of a retord for a vaude bouker in distance covered and shows 
caught within four days was set late last week by Harry Kalcheim, of 


Paramount in N. Y. 


Leaving for Boston last Thursday (25), Kalcheim 


continued on to Springfield, Mass., Chicago, and then Detroit on the way 


back to New York. 


and visited six niteries in a search for new talent. 


Monday morning (1). 


In the four towns he covered five new stage shows 


Was back at his desk 





Pitt. Niteries Switching 
Orks; Stabile Vice Basie 


Pittsburgh, March 2. 

Couple of music switches due here 
this month in night spots. Count 
Basie’s colored swing outfit pulling 
out of Wiiliam Penn hotel’s Chatter- 
box this week-end to make way for 
Dick Stabile’s crew Friday (5) and 
Sammy Kaye quits Bill Green’s road- 
house in couple of weeks after six- 
month stay to open at Arcadia, 
Philly, where he replaces Emerson 
Gill, who was in Chatterbox spot be- 
fore Basie came in. No replacement 
set yet for Kaye, although Bobby 
Meeker has been mentioned promi- 
nently. 

Herman Middleman sticks on at 
Nixon cafe, where his option has 
been picked up again until Decora- 
tion Day. With return shortly of 
Etzi Covato from Florida, latter will 
likely stick his crew back into Plaza 
cafe, where Al Marsico is now hold- 
ing forth. Covato is one of Plaza’s 
co-owners. 

Stabile booking will mean same 
music, and resumption of floor shaws, 
for both William Penn’s Chatterbox 
and dining room. During Basie en- 
gagement, he’s played only for danc- 
ing, management vetoing sepia out- 
fit for diners. 








Lipstone’s European Trip 
To Put Kalcheim on Bike 


Chicago, March 2. 

Lou Lipstone, Balaban & Katz 
booking manager, sails with his frau 
for a six-week sojourn in Europe 
April 6. 

While on his vacash, the local 
bookings will be handled by Harry 
Kalcheim, who will commute back 
and forth between here and New 
York. Will spend about three days 
of each week here, the rest at his 
desk in the New York Paramount 
booking office. 


Benny the Bum’s Old 








Joint Still Haunts Him 


Philadelphia, March 2. 

Charges that Benjamin ‘Benny the 
Bum’ Fogelman operated a dis- 
orderly place were dropped in Quar- 
ter Sessions court here last week. 

At the time the charge was brought 
by neighbors, Benny was located at 
1508 Pine street. He has since 
moved, largely because of neigh- 
bors’ complaints. Assistant District 
Attorney Earl Jay Gratz agreed to 
nolle prosse the case when Fogel- 
man consented to pay the $20.13 cost 
of prosecution. 

Trouble between Benny the Bum 
and the Musicians Local, which 
started when the Bum took his five- 
piece tango band to a party in the 
Governor’s Mansion, ended with the 
ee of the band Saturday night 
(27). 

Band allegedly has a termer to run 
until next September, and the union 
threatens to picket until it is re- 
stored. A settlement may be worked 
out at a confab with A. A. Tomei, 
prexy of the union, tomorrow 
(Wednesday). 





New Versailles Show 


Cross and Dunn, Minor and Root | 


and Virginia Verrill will compris: 


the new show going into the Ver- | 


sailles, N. Y., March 11. 
Paul Small, of the William Mor- 
ris office, agented the trio of turns. 





Hickey, N. Y. Producer, 
Sues Canadian Booker 
For $7,260 on Unit Deal 


Winnipeg, March 2. 

Through his lawyers, Steinkopf, 
Lawrence & Freedman, John Hickey, 
New York producer of the ‘Cuban 
Follies’ unit, is suing Frederick Ship- 
man, Canadian booker, for $7,200. 
Case is filed in court of King’s Bench. 

Hickey alleges Shipman contracted 
for 12 presentations at an agreed 
total price of $7,700. This was to be 
paid in five separate imstallments, 
the last payment coming due with 
the last. showing on December 18, 
1936. According to Hickey, the 12 
shows were played with Shipman 
only paying $500. 

Show played this town twice, once 
at 3,500-seater Civic Auditorium and 
again at the Orpheum. 


Rufe Davis Off N. Y. Bike 
Routine for Par Pic Spot 


Rufe Davis, tripling from the 
Hollywood restaurant, N. Y., the 
Broadway Paramount and on the 
RCA ‘Magic Key’ air show, left 
suddenly for the Coast Monday (1) 
to report for ‘Mountain Music,’ the 
next Bing Crosby-Paramount. film- 
usical which will also have Martha 
Raye and Bob Burns in it. 

Davis, who does a ‘billy’ specialty, 
had to effect double release, from 
the nitery and the picture house. 
At the Par, Jack Gifford replaced 
him for the final two days, Monday 
and Tuesday. 


Fields Back at H’wood 


Benny Fields returns to the Holly- 
wood Restaurant, N. Y., spot which 
catapulted him on the comeback 
trail early last year, for a run, start- 
ing March 10. 

Crooner originally came to the 
Broadway cabaret from the Chez 
Paree, Chicago, at a salary of $440. 
His new contract calls for $2,000. 

Fields is currently at the Holly- 
wood C. C., Miami, closing there 
Saturday night (6), along with the 
general folding for the season of 
that nitery. 


Mary Lee’s Tag Going 
On Padlocked Philly Spot 


Philadelphia, March 2. 

Mary Lee, entertainer, will front 
for the former Latimer Club, which 
will be reopened tomororw (Wednes- 
day) as ‘Mary Lee’s Nightcap’ after 
year of darkness. 

B.R. reported to be ‘Spanish Max’ 
Beaman, ex-proprietor of Garfield 
Club, next door to Latimer. Lati- 
mer was padlocked. Mary Lee is a 
limited partner. 

With sister Billie, Mary has been 
chirping in local clubs for past year. 
Billie now warbling at Beifel’s 1523 
Club, and will remain there. 























WIMBISH-SANDLER HOOKUP 


Paul C. Wimbish and Phil Sandler, 
agents, have a working agreement. 
Not a partnership, but will inter- 
change talent. Also share offices. 

Wimbish, formerly with NBC, 
handles bands, with Frank Whalen 
and Nick Shafer assisting. Sandle~ 
books acts, 

















RN i 


= —_— Ve 


-_ =~ =~ Fh 


a 


~~ oan 


“a 


1) 


nd 


ly- 
ich 
ick 
rt- 


the 
1€Z 
40. 


ly- 
ore 
the 

of 


ot 


ont 
ich 
es- 
ter 


ax 
eld 
ati- 
sa 


een 
ar. 
523 


ler, 
ent. 
ter- 


BC, 
alen 
die= 








| 





Wednesday, March 3, 1937 





VARIETY 


$1 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK March 8 
THIS WEEK, March 1 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


— 5 














RKO 








BOSTON 
Keith’s (4) 
World's Fairest 
Cilly Feindt 
Diamonds 
(25) 
Ina Ray Hutton OF 
Ritz Bros 
Margie Palm 
Buck & Bubbles 
George ‘Holland 
CHICAGO 
Palace (5) 
‘Your Hit Parade’ 
Ethel Shutta 
Harry Burns 
(26) 
DeCardos 
Samuels Bros Co 
Wini Shaw 
Al Trahan 
Karre, LeBaron” 
CINCINNATI 
Palace (5) 
Fanny & K’* Watson 
Gus Arnheim Orc 
Ruthie Barnes 





Hudson Wonders 
oe 


Sally Rand Co 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (5) 

N T G Rev 
(26) 
Fred Waring Bd 


DAYTON 
Keith’s (5) 
Sally Rand Co 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (26) 
Greenw’h Vil Sc'd'ls 
Mitchell & Durant 
Peter Higgins 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (25) 
World's Fairest 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Gelden Gate (3) 
Weaver Bros 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s (4-6) 
Park Avenue Rev 
TROY 
Keith’s (5-8) 
Ina Ray Hutton Or 





- Loew 





YORK CITY 
State (4) 


NEW 


Polis 

B & B Bemis 
Paul Gerrits - 
Cross & Dunn 
Britton Orc 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (5) 

‘Red’ Skelton 
4- Kraddocks 
Jack Powell 
Sue Ryan 
Marilyn Marlowe 
Jay & Lou Seiler 
Talbert Haslett 








LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


and 


eam GERRITS: 


Iridium Room 


St. Regis Hotel, New York 
p¢ THIS WEEK 
foie. Leddy & Smith, RKO Bldg. 











Paramount | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (3) 
Benny Goodman Bd 
F & J Hubert 
Edith Mann 


AMARILLO 
Paramount (6-7) 
Bell's Hawaiians 

BOSTON 
Metropolitan (5) 
Paradise Show 


CHICAGO 


Oriental (5) 
Bowes Int'l Co 
DETROIT 
Michigan (5) 
French Casino Rev 
Paul Kirkland 





HOUSTON 
Met (5) 

Don Redman's Rev 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (5) 

Salicci Puppets 

Capps Bros & B 

Steve Evans 

Mediey & Dupree 

Giles O'Connor 

PARIS 

Paramount (9 only) 

Bell's Hawaiians 
TORONTO 

Shea’s Hipp (5) 

Count Bernivici’s Co 


TYLER 
Paramount (10 only) 
Bell's Hawaiians 

VERNON 
Paramount (8 only) 








Wences Bell's Hawaiians 

! 

| Warner 
PHILADELPHIA ; M Montgomery 


Allegheny (8-10) 
Joe Arena Co 
Roy, Lee & D 
Jack Seymour Co 

(4-6) 
Jack Douglas Co 
Diane & D Rev 


Earle (5) 
Clare & Sanna Sis 
Bert Walton Co 
Jesse Owens Orc 

(26) 
Variety Gambols 
Yacht Club Boys 
Barney Rapp Ore 


Fox (5) 
Sylvia Mannon Co 
26 

Royal Uyenos 


Lewis & Moore 
Mary Lewis 


Nixon (10-12) 





Doyle & Donnelly 
Johnny Rexello 


(3-5) 
Joe Arena Co 
Senna & Clifford 
Roy, Lee & D 
Byrnes Sis Rev 


Oxford (11-13) 
Joe Arena Co 
Roy, Lee & D 
Jack Seymour Co 

(4-6) 
Harriman, S & L 
Dave Monahan Co 
Eno Tr 

WASHINGTON 

Earle (5) 
The Walkmir 
Cardini 
Lathrop Bros & L 
Lester Cule Co 
(26) 








3 Deweys Eddie Duchin Ore 
Independent 
CHICAGO KANSAS CITY, Mo. 


State Lake (6) 
Allen & Kent 
Vlis & Clark 
Manno & Strafford 
Lewis & Ames 
DULUTH, MINN. 

Garrick (5-8) 
‘Shuffle Along’ 
HIBBING, MINN. 

State (10 only) 
‘Shuffle Along’ 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Lyrie (5) 
Leon Errol 
Sunnie O’Dea 
Gresham & Blake 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Kraft & Gaut 
Irances Pepper 
H' wood Modeis 





Tower (5) 
Large & Morgner 
Sylvia & Clemence 
Morey Amsterdam 
Ted Cook 


MEMPHIS TENN. 
Orpheum (5-8) 
Casa Manana Rev 
Roscoe Ates 
MUNCIE, IND. 
Rivoli (12-13) 
‘Kings Scandals’ 
NEW ORLEANS 
St. Charles (28) 
Dixieland Jazz Bad 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Warner (6-9) 
Minevitch’s Co 
SUPERIOR, WIS 
Patace (11-12) 
‘Shuffle Alone’ Co 
VIRGINIA, MINN. 
State (9) 
‘Shuffle Along’ Co 





Week of March 1 


Astoria D. H. 
Andre & Curtis 


Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (1-3) 
Alec Pleon 
Don Francisco 
2d half (4-6) 
Koba & Asst. 
Dominion 
Lee Don 
Whirlwinds 


New Victoria 
Al Sandler 3 
Treeaderoe Rest. 
Arthur Prince 
Connie Russell 
Bennett & Williams 
Geo Tristal 
Delvin & Sally 
Maurice 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Harry Freyer Bd 
Ruth Aarons 
Michael French 
BROMLEY 
Gaumont 
Joe Griffin 
Mito 3 
Dennis Boys & R 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
4 Phillips 
Dinkie Denton 3 
Ernest Shannon 
CHADWELL H’TH 
Palace 
Barry, Andre & B 
Johnson Clark 
Renara 
CHELSEA 
Palace 
Satsuma & Ona 
Henshaw & Arliss 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Joyce Girl Friends 
Premier 
Barry, Andre & B 
Johnson Clark 
Renara 
EDGWARE ROAD 
Grand 
Wilfred Green 6 
EDMONTON 
Empire 
Elida Sis 
Sobsky’s Dogs 
Stan Stafford 





Laie 











HAMMERSMITH 
: Palace 
Billy Cotton Bd | 
ILFORD 
Super | 
Rhodes & Stephens | 
Savona 
Hobart 3 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ist half (1-3) 
Koba & Asst 
2d half (4-6) 
Alec Pleon 
Don Francisco 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Joe Griffin 
Jos Blank Co 
Dennis Boys & Rita | 
LEYTONSIONE 
Rialto 
Joyce & Gril Friends 
NEW. CROSS 
Kinema 
Don Rico Bd 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 
Anton Bd 
Co as booked 
PECKHAM 
- Palace 
Don Rico Ba 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Rhodes & Stephens 
Savona 
Hobart 3 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Anton Bd 
Ruth Aarons 
Michael French 
3 Manley Bros 
Angela Parselles 
TOOTING 
Granada 
3 Manley Bros 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
20 Singing Scholars 
TOTTENHAM 
COURT ROAD 
Paramount 
Harry Freyer Bd 
Felovis 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Elida Sis 
Nice & Alex 
Gordon & Lester 





Provincial | 





Week of March 1 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Maudie Edwards 
Angers & Waller 
10 Moonbeams 
Bruce & Wynne 
EDINBURG 
Regent 
Tambo & Tambo 
GLASGOW 
Paramount 
Gracie Schenck Co 
KINGSTON 
Empire 
Devito Denny 4 
Revngll & West 
Norman Thomas 4 
Gypsy Nina 
Scott Sanders 
3. Aberdonians 





LEITH 
Capitol 

Susan & Pat 

LIVERPOOL 

Shakespeare 
Nina M McKinney 
De Wolfe, M & F 
Teddy Williams 
Cheroy & Asst 
Clara Monagan 
Jack Goldie 
- NOTTINGHAM 

Hippodrome 
Carroll Levis 

PLYMOUTH 

. Palace ’ 
Allen & Masters 
Wright & Marion 
Leviere. & Ruthie 
DeHaven & Page 
Peter White 
Dennis Gilbert 
Huntings 





! Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Bertolotti’s 


Rita Renaud 

Carol Vance 

Fran Craven 

Rita Flescu 

Ann White 

Syd Ramon 
Jimmy Whalen Ore 


Bill's Gay 90's 
Yvette Rugel 
Rudy Madison 
Joseph E Howard 
Ted Beyer 
Ethel Gilbert 
Gus Wicke 
Will Ward 


Black Cat 
Kitten Korus 
Blondie Scott 
Evelyn Oliver 
Amanda Randolph 
Jimmy Tiomas 
Maxie Ar.nstrong 
Amy Spe cer 
Billy Dariels 
Cora La Redd 
Jack & Jill 
Lonny Sin:mons Ore 


Brass Rail 


Neil Golden Orc 
3 Continentals 
Sid Teicholz 
Cafe Bali 
Chie Farmer 
Eddie ILambert 
Vivian Ray 
The Lincolns 
yene Archer 
Virginia Smith 
Reina Dell 
Roger Steele Ore 
Jack Wallace Orc 
Club Mirador 
Margie Hart 
Jean McCauley 
Rita Renaud 
. Cafe Valencia 
Don Casanova 
La Gitanilla 
La Suitanita 





La Carita 
Don Juan Ore 
Caliente 
Joe Herbert 
Oshins & Lessy 
Soo Ling 
Hale Sis 
May Johnson 
Caliente Cabelleros 
Chateau Moderne 
Marilyn Gaynor 
Allan Foster 
Al Apollon Ore 
Club Howdy 
John Adams 
Al Benson 
Shirley Watts 
Neil Stone 
Club Gaucho 
Dimitri & Virgil 
Sylvia St. Clair 
Ynez La Vail 
Ramon Carroseo «4 
Gauchos 
Club Yumuri 
Felipe de Flores 
Consuelo Moreno 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Rosita Ortega 
Carmen Ramos 
Rene & Estela 
Roldan 
Don Hilberto Or« 


Coq Kouge 


Irwin Gilbert Or 
Tisdale 3 


Cotton Club 


Avis Andrews 
Berry Bros 
Kaloah 

Henri Wessels 
Katherine Perry 
Anne Lewis 
Dynamite Hooker 
Tramp Ba 
Whyte’s Maniacs 
Broadway Jones 
Wen Talbert’s Choi: 
Bahama Dancers 
Arthur Davy Ore 





Cab Calloway C'rc 


Jack Dempsey’s _ 
Phil Romanc Ore 


Du Pierrot’s 
Joe Feser Ens 
Julio D Amato 
Tom & Charlie 
Louise Brydon 

El Chico 
Chita 
Lon Rancheros 3 
Adelina Duran 
Carlos Montoya 
Maclovia & Candido 
Rosita Rios 
Don Alberto Ore 


El Morocco 
Ernie Hojst Ore 


E! Toreador 


los .-fedas 
Pedro Via Bd 


French Casino 


Adalet 
Feral Benga 

Retty Brite 

Petty Bruce 
Florence Chumbecos 
Hilda Elfonte 

Rolf Holbein 
Johnny Co 

Xavier Lemercier 
7 -Maravillas 
Rekkofs 

Rhoenrads 


| Flocence Spencer 
| Tullah & Myi 

|; Iris Wayne 

| Vega Asp 

|} Paul Ash Ore 

| V Travers Ore 
Cc Cromwell Ore 
Greenwich Village 


Casino . 
Aileen Cook 
Vera Dunn 
Peter Randall 
Ann Stuart 
Duryea's Dolls 
Variety 4 


Clyde Brennan Ore 


Harlem Uproar 
Erskine H'wkins Bd 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Edna Mae Holley. 
Eddie Harron’ 

B. Castle & Scott 
Mae Brown 
Willie Jaekson 
Tiny Buach 
Lovey Lane 
Fairbanks Sis 

Dee L McKay 
Ebony Rascals 
Fred & Ginger 
Edwards Sis 
Pauline Bryant 
Thelma Middleton 

Wickory Honse 


Mike Riley Ore 
Chas Teagarden 
Stuart & Darrow 
Adele Girard 

Bunny Berrigan 
i'lyw'd Restaurant 
Eddie Noll 

Della & Billy Mack 
Marian Nolan 
Letty Kemble 
Josephine Houston 
Dei Casino 

Mitzi Haynes 
Tempo Kings 

Ada Leonard 
Howard Nichols 
Demitri 

Karele & Andre 
Paul Remos 

2 Daveys 

Lennie Hayton Ore 


Hote] Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Or 
Charles Blake 
Cobina Wright 
Pierce & Rowland 
Jack & June.Blair 
Heather Haliday 
Robert Bard 
June Sillman 
R. Patterson 
Robt Reinhart 
Mrs. H W Thomps’n 


Hotel Astor 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Fred Lowery 
Melba. Melsing 
Emily Van Loesen 
Chas Hoffman 
Stanley Worth 
Robert Lytell 
Fiorenzos 
Walton & Joanne 


Hotel Biltmore 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Bob McCoy 
A & Y King 
Larry Cotton 
Art Thorsen 
Jerry Bowne 
Dick Morgan 
Burton Pierce 


Hotel Commodore 
Helen Wynne 
Janis Williams 
Nadine & Kirk 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Edythe Wright 
Jack Leonard 

3 Esquires 


Hotel Edison 
Bobby Hayes Ore 
Ralph Torres 
Theodora Brooks 
Oscar Deye 
Muriel Byrd 
Bob Berry 


Ilotel Essex Gouse 
N Brandewynne Or 
Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 
Essex Troubadours 
Hote! Fifth Ave 
Roy Strum Ore 
Hotel Governor 
Clinton 
Stuart Jules 
Ray O'Hara Ore 
Hotel Half Moon 
(Brooklyn) 
Blanche Gould 
Marie Valdez 
Marion Kaye 
Ken Casey Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Shirley Lioyd 
fiotel Linculp 
isham Jones Ore 
Hotel MeAlpin 
Enuch Light Ore 
4 Gonzales Ens 
Mrs Theo Dreiser 
Murial Sherman 
flotel Montelalr 
lsianders 
Hope Ore 
Bill Lineoln 
Ann Courtney 
Jules Losch 
Hotel Murray Hill 
(Fountain Room) 
Dolores Farris 


Coral 
Hal 





Ruth Kidd 

Frank McCormick 
Will Oakland 
Eleanor Bowers 
Ray Sadler 

Mishel Gorner’s Ore 
Santiona & Fairc'ld 
Hotel New Yorker 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Andy Iona Ore 
Tess Gardell 
Peppino & Beatrice 
Rose Blaine 

Tiny Wolf 

Sonny Schuyler 


Hotel Park Central 
Tie Toc Girls 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Roscoe Ails 

Betty Lewis 
Sandino & F'child 
Ruth Denning 
Dorothy Jeffers 
Clark Ringewalt 
Men of Man'tan 


Hotel Park Lane 
Junior Raphael Ore 
Hotel Penns) tvanin 


Benny Goodman Bd 

Bernhard & Grah'm 

Frances Hunt 
Hotel Piceadilly 

Trent Patterson 

Toni Gave 

Arno & Zola 

Jerry Stewart 

Dave Schooler Ore 

Bote) 

Will MeCune Ore 

Hal Atkinson 

Pancho's Ore 

Hartmans 

Paui Draper 
Hotel Roosevelt 

3 Esquires 

Guy Lombardo Orc 

Hotel Ritz-Carlton 

H Claire & Sh'nnon 

Lime 3 

Edna Janis 

Senor Wences 

4 Kraddocks 

Zoska 

Senor Wences 

Durelle 

Afrique 

Basil Femeen Orc 

Arman Vévsev «ire 

Hotel Save, -Plazve 

Ramona 

Emile Petti Ore 

Habaneras Ore 
Hotel Shelton 

Peggy Dolan 


Plaza 


Jerry Lee 
Joseph Zatour Ore 
Hotel St. George 


(Brooklyn) 
Eli Dantzwig 
3 Mack Bros 
Rita 

Hotel Sherry- 

Netherland 
Tania & Kirsoff 
Gen Lodijensky 
Raphael 
Lubov -Doubiago 
Nicholas Zorin 
Serge Sergey 
Catherine Grey 
Alex Bunchuk Ore 


flotel St. Moritz 


Miaco 

Alex Botkin Ens 
Evelyn Case 
Tack Sherr Ore 


Illis Deon 

Grisha 
Hotel St. Regis 
(iridium Room) 


Emil Coleman Or 
Medrano & Donna 
Paul Gerrits 

Hotel Taft 
Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Johnny McKeever 
Emperors of R’yt'm 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Eddie Lane (ire 
Goodelle & Farries 
Dorothy Howe 


Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
Mario & Floria 
Eve Symington 
Eddie LeBaron Ra 
Leo Reisman Orc 
Michael Zarin Ore 


Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Ore 
Hotel Weylin 
Alex Fogarty 
Charlie Wright 
Jimmy Kelly's 
4 Montmartre Boys 
Jimmy Costello 
Danny Higgins 
Vaughn Comfort 
John Rickwood 
Ira Yarnell 
Gladys Faye 
Gene Walters 
Carter & Schaub 
3 Raymonds 
Renee 
Irene Mausath 
Grace Briscombe 
Dick & Dottie Jones 
Santos & Elvira 
Isabel Brown 
Lionel Rand Orc 
Elena McCoy 
Mary Lane 
Joe Capello Ore 


Kretehma 


Simeon Karavueff 
Doria Birse 
Yliena Gabrielle 
Michael Michon 
Nadia 

A Stoyanovsky 
Mischa 

S Bartnovs!y 


Nicholas Matthey Or | 


Larue 
Ed Furman 
Billy Lorraine 
Lynne Gordon 


Diana Ward 
Pegexy Strickland 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Laurel-in-Pines 
(Lakewood, N. J.) 
Terry Green 
Mona & Marina 
Fred Berhens Orc 
Le Mirage 


Roberta Jonay 
Roy Recior 
Marie Almonte 


Donald & Drima 


Siboney Rhumba 4 
Elisha Tuttle Ore 
Voodoo Dancers 
Wanda Goll 


Cookie Williams Or 


Leon & Fildie'’s 


Iris Adrian 
William Farmer Ore 








saLane, Tree & Ed 


The Barancos 
Billy Reed 
Haywood & Allen 
Lee Perrin 
Royal Duo 
Salome-Salome 
Madeleine's 
Lucille " 
Joe Grey 3 
Merry-Go-Round 
Tito Guizar 
John Beck 
Horatio Zito Ore 
Boris Koretzky Ens 
Luise Renee 
Mon. Paris 
Versatile 3 
Gene Fosdick Ore 
Laurence White 
Marion Pierce 
Onyx Club 


Avon Johnson 

Don Lambert 

6 Spirits of Rhythm 

Stuff Smith Ba 

Paradise 

Irene Beasley 

Janice Anore 

Richard &- Carson 

Barto & Mann 

Mary Roland 

Florence & Alvarez 

Johnny Russell 

Jay Freeman Ore 

Glen Hutton Ore 
Place Elegante 

Joyce Miller 

Toto Canglosi 

ill Farrell 

Larry Maddi Ore 
Rainbow Grill 

Emery Deutsch Orc 

Evalyn Tyner 

Jerry Goff 

Jack Kerr 

Ariel Perry 
Ralnbow Room 

Casa Loma Ore 

Sue Hastings 

Alec Templeton 

Ariel Perry 

Edgar Bergen 

Dr Sydney. Rogs. 

Maurice & C’rd'ba 

Olympic 3 

Evalyn Tyner 

Don Azpiazu Ore 
Round Room 

Nellie Paley 

Rosa Burnett 

Royal Box 

Joe Zelll 

Rachel Carlay 

Pearl 


Russian Art 


Dora Boshoer 
Alex Bolshakoff 
Gypsy Nina 
Manolita 





dene. Pobedina 
Antony Grosnefft 
Olga Moskova 
Zachar Martinoff 
Yasha Daisko Ore 

Sapphire Room 
Vernon Rickard 
Ann Seton 


Barry Winton Ore 
Stork ¢€ lub 
Sonny Kendis Ore 

Bobby Parks 
Gus Martel Ore 
Tokay 
Mme Ilona ‘Thury 
Jonnny Carter 


Maria Karolyia 
Dorothy Perry 
Lou Hegedus 
Bela Zsiga 
Merrill & Zona 
Lillian Kahnes 
Louis Kovac 


Gypsy Rosika Ore 
Eddie Ashman Ore 
Ubung) 
Giadys Bentiev Rev 
Broomfield & G 

Avon Long 

Alan Drew 

Evelvn Robinson 
Babe Matthews 
Ikie Meyers Rd 
Edna Holly 

Obie Austin Ore 

Vathalla 

Pancho & Dolores 
Doris Reed 


Peter & Cont'l's 
Versailles 

Sylvia Froos 

Reginald Gardiner 


Illiana 

S Morgan 
Raphael 
Ben Yost Collegians 
Manya & Drigo 
Meadowbrook ttove 
Hawaiian Ser'n'd'rs 


Village Barn 
Floria Vestoff 
Latry NeMahon 
Lewis Sis 
Jans & Lynton 
Serrannos 
Helene Miller i 
Ruskin & Norman 
Wayne Kernon 
Zeh Carver Coa 
Mike Bollero 
Milt Mann Ore 


Yacht Club 
Jerry Lester 
Doris Rhodes 
Terry Green 
Frances. Faye 
Lillian Lovey 
Wilkins & James 
3 Diplomats 
Art Stanley 


Dancers 


Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Ball 
Bruz Fletcher 
Jeanne Teller 
Charles Lawrence 
Keverly Wilshire 
Ruth Robin 
Larry Lee Ore 
Biltmore Bow) 
Crane 2 
Eddie Rio Co 
Tommy Wonder 
Dick Webster 
Joy Hodges 
Marion Daniels 
3 Rhythm Rascals 
Harry Stockwell 
Enrico Rh’ba Ore 
Jimmy Grier Oro 
Cafe Casanova 
Tie Toc Girls 
B Grey & J Bergen 
Casanova Ore 
The Theodoras 
Cafe La Maze 
Park Ave Boys 
Stan Clair Ore 
Clover Club 
Bob Grant Ore 
Rhumba Bd 
Cocoanut Grove 
4 Playboys 
Ray Hendricks 
Dawn Roland 
Billy Wilson 
Col Manny Prager 
Ben Bernie Ore 
El Mirador 
Lurline 
Wally Vernon 
Ramsdell Girls 
Slim Martin Ore 
Club Esquire 
Joe Frisco 
Lynn Hayes 
Vicki Joyce 
Ben Light 
4 Esquires 
Famous Door 
Bob Lang 
Louis Prima Ore 
Little Club 
Tiny Meredith 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Helen Warner 
Rose Valyda 





Omar's Dome 
Yvonne St Claire 
Maria Monterez 
jagnon & Br'ught'n 
George Redman Orc 
Jack Stein 


Pacific Sunset Club 


Jean Page 
Rex Denny 
Dee Sis 

Bobbie Stewart 
Janet Jorean 
Ray Hall Ore 


Palomar 
Amanda & Lita 
Jack & V Starry 
Doreanne & Dougl's 
Stanley Hickman 
Muzzy Marcellino 
3 Debutante» 
Hudson Metzger Gls 
Ted Fio Rito 

Paris tan 
Dominic Columbo 
Judy Lane 
Gabriel J Candino 


Hugo Marchetti 
Thora Maithaison 
Carmela Montero 
Anna Crosby 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 
Patsy Marr 
Thora Mathaison 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
Seven Seas 
Lily Gibson 
Lonnie McIntire Or 
' Somerset House 
Alexander Home 
Bill Zerker 
Camille Saray 
Topsy’e 
Pat O'Shea 
Arnold Sis 
Herbert Dexter 
Leona Rice 
Agnes Johnson 
Al Eldredge Ore 
Jay Williams 
Trocadero 
Phil Ohman Ore 
U-Gene's 
Barbara Rack 
Frank Gallagher 
Dave Mack 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 


Mildred Bailey 
Red Norvo Ore 


Blackstone Hotel 
Radio Rogues 
Georges & Jaina 
Hugo Mariani 
Corinna Mura 
Collette & Barry 
Al Kavelin’s Ore 


Chez Parce 
Edgar Bergen 
Gertrude Neisen 
Lert Frohman 
Paul Sydell 
Lorraine Santschi 
Josephine Buckley 
Edna Sedgwick 


Club Alabam 
Virginia James 
Etfle Burton 
Hernard & Henry 
Millicent DeWitt 
Art Willlams Ore 

Club Minuet 
Tonya 
Alvina Morton 
Pinky Tracey 
Lois Lorraine 
Jerry Glidden Ore 

Colony Club 
Pat Kennedy 
Trudye Davidson 
Lewis Sis 
Etta Reed 
Ruth Howrich 
Paulette LaPierre 
Jack Fischman Ore 





Colosimos 
Faith Bacon 
Tracy, Gale & L 
Robinson 2 
Mildred Rock 
Bernice Bucans 
Bobby Danders 
Bankoff & Cannon 


Congress Hotel 


(Casino) 
Ethel Shutta 
Stan Kavanagh 


Bernhardt & Gr'h'm 
Bob Hall 

Gus Arnheim Ore 

Gay 90's 

Jules Novitt's Ore 
Colleen 
Marion 
Marian 


Parker 
Miller 
Grand Terrace 
Fle'te’r Hend'son Or 
Harry’s N. 
Cabaret 
Buddy Walker 
Melba Brian 
Jane Ruby 
Buddy & Selma 
Marion Morgan 
Hi-Hat 
Edith Griffith 
3 Variety Boys 
Judith Dean 
Jean Walker 
Hotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Room) 
Phil LeVant Ore 
George Wald 
Gretchen Lee 





———e 


McNallie Sis 
Don & S Jennings 
Bert Granoft 
Tod Liebling 


Hotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 


Gertrude Hoffman 


Cal Varsity 8 
Terry Howard Garcia & Perrot 
Hotel Brevoort Sonny & Sonny 
Jaros” Sis 6 Lindy~Hoppers 
Jimmie Christie Elsie Ames 
Whitey Neuman e- Nick Arno 
Lois Still 
(Sitver’ Forrest) | Roger Pryor Ore 


Hotel Stevens 
(Continentai Room) 
Stevens Septette 
Donna Day 
Janet Evans 
Frankie Masters Or 

Parody Club 
Phil Kaye 
Molly Manors 
Charlyre Baker 
Eadie Fahrnier 
Henry Simmons 
Freddy Janis Ore 


Royale Frolice 


Clyde Lucas Ore 
Karre Le Baron 3 
Noble & Donnelly 
Jane Pickens 
Donald Novis 


Hotel Edgewater 
Beach 
(Marine Koom) 

Feo Olsen Orc 
Perry 2 

Carlton Emmys Pets 
Marque & Marq'‘ette 
Edith Caldwell 
Leighton Noble 
Harriett Smith's Gis 


Dolly Kay 
Hotel Lasalle Cc & C Stroud 
(Blue Fountain Edwards & Farney 
Room) Peggy Moore 
King’s Jesters Orc Adair & Richards 
Marjorie Whitney Francis Wills 
Wayne Lorraine Jack Hilliard 
Liebling & Howard Henri tLishon Ore 
Hotel Morrison Chas Engels Ore 


Trocadero Casino 

Francisco & Mario 

4 McNallies 

Vialet Love 

Pat Chandler 

Don Fernando's Ore 
Vanity Fair 

Edith Murray Ore « 


(Terrace Reom) 
(Casino Parisien) 
A Robbins 
Rudi Grasi 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Anderson & Allen 
Mary Raye 
Geo Campo 
Eileen O'Connor 


Grace & Nico Vin Lage 

Naldi Jackie Hamlin 

Carmen Romero Dick Hughes 

Jack Whitney Sally Keith ‘ 

Jerome Andrews Wallace & Latisha 

Jimmy Garret Ore Stan Carter , 

Lou Breese Orc Yacht Clab 

Hotel Palmer House | Jerry & Turk 
(Empire Room) one po ents Ore 

eter iggi s 

Ray & Trent Sunny Shaw. 

3 Samuels Satch & Satchell 

Harriet & Hayes Lee Purdy 

Roberts & White a de 

June Taylor 885 Club 


Geo- Hamilton Ore 
Paul Rosini 
Abbott - Danvers 


Carroll & Gorman’ 
#£ddie South 
Toni Lane 





ee 


CHI NITERY DOUBLES 
STAGE CREW T0-4 


Chicago, March 2. 

Four stagehands now in the Casino 
Parisien (Hotel Morrison). 

Nitery formerly used two men 
backstage, but additional scenery and 
production caused the doubling of 
the crew. Local stagehands union 
asked for five men backstage at 
first, but finally settled for the quar- 
tet. - 





Ramona Finishes Date 
Despite Whiteman Writ 


Contrary to her own impression, 
Ramona has not been suspended 
from N. Y. Musicians Local 802 be- 
cause of her contractual difficulties 
with Paul Whiteman. According. to 
Bill Feinberg, vice-president of 802, 
union will make no disposition .of 
her case till there’s a final decision 
on her civil suit against Whiteman 
to abrogate her agreement with him, 

Members of 802 are liable to sus- 
pension from the union if they re- 
sort to courts of law in disputes 
among themselves before exhausting 
all the arb}tration possibilities with- 
in the union itself. Ramona received 
a telegram early this week stating 
that she had lost her membership in 
802 on these grounds, but Feinberg 
denies that any such action has been 
taken as yet by the union. 

Ramona is current at the Hotel 
Savoy-Plaza, N. Y., closing there to- 
morrow night (Thursday). She was 
permitted to fulfill her engagemént 
there by Whiteman, though the lat- 
ter won an injunction suit against 
the pianist-singer a couple of weeks 
ago. Dwight Fiske follows her into 
the S.-P. 


Cleve.’s New Hotel Nitery 
To Book Name Bands 


Cleveland, March 2. 

Name bands are to be tried out by 
Howard Dugan, head of Statler Ho- 
tel here, in effort to sell hotel and 
its new, large-scaled dance-and-dine 
casino being built. 

Although it already has a cocktail 
lounge in basement, Statler is build- 
ing a bigger one on main floor with 
entrance cut through to street. With 
the new passageway connecting Pom- 
peian Room, where Dugan plans to 
book name bands for first time, en- 
tire project will cost about $125,000, 


DOWNEY TO N. 0. 


Morton Downey continues his 
vaude tour with a week at the St. 
Charles theatre, New Orleans, opens 
ing March 7. House only recently 
started playing stage shows on now 
’n’ then basis. 

Downey is currently at Orpheum, 
Memphis. William Morris office ig 
agenting. 


MISS ARMS’ ORIENTAL DATE 
Chicago, March 2. 

Frances Arms has been booked by 

Balaban & Katz to headline the 











Oriental show for the week of April 9, 
Played spot last year. 
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Seciety of American Magici 
Stages Its Annual Hocus-Pocus 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 





Wednesday, March 3, 1937 

















Once a year the Parent (N. Y.) 
Assembly of the Society of Ameri- 
can Magicians gives a benefit for its 
hospital fund and this gives all the 
quicker-than-the-eye men a chance 
fora real spree. Magicians like noth- 
ing better than going to see other 
magis work and the proverbial state- 
ment about the busmen’s holiday 
was never applicable with more 
truth than to members of this craft. 

This show serves a triple purpose, 
it gives those on the bill a chance 
to trot out their favorite hanky- 





panky, illusions and apparatus tricks. 
Sives those in the audience a look 
at magic acts many of which play | 
only outside New York or at least | 
in no other theatre, and finally the 
show raises money for the hospital 
fund. 

This year’s frolic, captioned ‘A 
Night of Mystery’ and given as usual 
at the Heckscher theatre in N. Y., 
held nine acts which took three 
hours to put on, with the entire pro- 
gram arranged by Sam Margules. 
The audience was about evenly di- 
vided between magic nuts and Wall 
Street brokers, the latter gathered 
by Royal V. Heath, of the Stock Ex- 
change, whose spare time hobby is 
thinking up mathematical tricks and 
writing books about them. At least 
half the seats in the orchestra were 
$5 a throw, the house being a sell- 
out. Magicians for the most part 
Sat in the balcony, leaving the floor 
to the bankers. 


The Cantons opened the show with 
paper tearing, linking rings and 
other novelty material performed 
in Chinese costume. Like all the 
acts on this program it was well re- 
ceived but too long. 

Judson Cole, formerly a featured 
single act in vaude, followed with 
part of his old-time act. Cole is 
young in appearance but hasn’t 
changed his routine or his Zags for 
at least 10 yeers. Included cards, 
egg to fiag, and the w.k. egg bag. 
Latter is always the height of his 
act as he brings two kids up from 
the audience to help and works them 
in for many laughs. Cole ought to 
be able to get nitery bookings but 
ought to dust off his gag book as 
he can be very funny. 

Chandler and Clemons came on 
with a fast movng act until male 
member of the team began to talk. 
What. language he was speaking the 
audience will never know. After 
several productions of flowers, fish- 
bowls, etc., he did the rising cards, 
and blew smoke into a glass con- 
tainer, a trick seldom seen these 
days but an old one which is still 
pretty effective. Mannerisms and 
festures which are pretty hokey 
ought to be fine for a place like the 
American Music Hall. 

Silent Mora from Boston followed 
with some clever sleight-of-hand 
with billiard balls, handkerchiefs 
and some moves which are original 
with him. He broke the silence by 
talking all the way through his act, 
bringing back reminiscences of the 
old days with his line to the band 
leader, ‘Music, Professor.’ 

First half of the show closed with 
The Great George who started by 


| magic acts which are rapidly be- 





producing a number of objects end- 
ing with a duck which disappeared 
with the old-fashioned sucker effect. 
He also performed the tipover box, 
needle trick and closed his act with 
an illusion of the vanishing assistant, 
who promptly reappeared for the 
curtain call. This act more than any 
of the others, was typical of the old- 
time illusion show with its boxes, 
highly colored apparatus and the 
ike. 

Second half of the show began 
with Al Baker’s  ventriloquism. 
Baker, who also acted as master of 
ceremonies, has a flair for good 
humor and although he works almost 
entirely at clubs and private parties. 
He has a fine wit and has been 
called the Will Rogers of magic. His 
vent act with Dennis is always well 
received as Baker is a master at 
handling the dummy. He is also 
quick to take advantage of situations 
and to turn a little thing into a big 
laugh. 

Cardini was introduced as the most 
imitated magician and went through 
his entire act with cards and cigar- 
ettes. He stood out from the other 
performers as the only one, except- 
ing Al Baker, with a really fine act 
and received a well deserved ovation. 

Otto, a comedy juggler from Philly 
working in one, followed with an old 
fashioned small time act typical of 
many club workers. a 

Larry Grey ended the magic part 
of the show with an imitation of a 
drunk which has posSssibilities but 
which needs better timing and is 
much too long. He followed this 
with imitations of Ed Wynn, Bing 
Crosby and also Cardini, giving a 
rather good take-off of the latter. 

Show closed with Jewell’s puppet 
circus-which is a very good puppet 
show especially for kids at . Xmas 
time. It’s put on to cover the entire 
stage with audience peering through 
a drop which simulates another 
proscenium. Puppets are also at the 
side sitting in boxes. Show includes 
elevhants, lions, etc. 

These shows put on every year 
take one back to old vaude days, but 


show more conclusively than ever 
how impossible it is ever to expect a 


Acts are almost all dated and while | 1 
well received by the audience, it’s 
a cinch to see why this is the case 
since it’s a special type of audience, 


was hocus-pocus, no matter how bad 
it was. t 
Flowers were given every act ' 
through the courtesy of Jack Trepel, 
himself an amateur magician and | VY 


cuts for the program were con-|S0lo. The string instrumentation e 
bh pags | -s’ ion, a guitar an 
tributed by Harry Latz, another fan. | Manners’ accordion, 
7 - violin is okay but not rave stuff. 


Taking all things into consideration. 
especially the difficulty of finding 
coming fewer it’s a very creditable : 
job, but that still doesn’t remove.the 
taint of the historical museum to 
which this type of show has long 
since been relegated. 

The mere thought of putting a 
show of this type into a modern 
theatre is an idle dream which only 
devotees of the black art can stiil 
entertain. Such an enterprise would 
simply be a costly mistake. Every 
year after the show, magis gather 
together and discuss the possibilities 
of this type of unit. So far there are 
no takers and it doesn’t look as 


time which should save somebody 
some money. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 28. 
Ritz Bros., Buck and Bubbles and 
Ina Ray Hutton on the same bill 
sounds like dynamite. It is. From 
the opening gun this bill jammed the 
Boston, demanding five shows on 
opening day, Friday and Saturday 
and calling for an extra show Sun- 
day. It’s another one of those win- 


ners that Charlie Koerner picks out | . 
of his hat from time to time. 1 


Occasion: for this outlay of talent 
is the opening of a 55th anniversary 





in the lobby and candle decorations 
in the ads. A flock of customers are | ! 
spending dough this week to cele- 
brate the Keith event, 

Then there’s another little item 
that is boosting the b.o. George Hol- 
land, Boston American columnist and 
drama critic, is doing a p.a. along | 
with ‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ (RKO) 
which he authored. Nicely handled. 
Holland opens the show by taking a 
bow for an off-stage announcement 
and then introducing the Hutton 
unit. Holland later sneaks out from 
the wings with a mike and intro- 
duces Buck and Bubbles with a 
quick announcement, Not only did 
he get a hand from the press box 
at the opening show, but there ap- 
peared to be a pack of his readers 
in the house. Holland looks like a 
sleek, polished m.c. of 20 years’ ex- 
perience. He sounds something like 
a columnist. It’s all in fun. 

If any act is red hot it’s the Ritzes. 
They jump out into the next-to-close 
spot and into a salvo of cheers, ap- 
plause and whistling that would 
match the enthusiasm of a fight or 
football crowd. Their only problem 
is to get off the rostrum. They can 
solve this only by working into the 
Hutton band finale and waltzing with 
Ina. Everything they do is socko 
with the mob, and their daffy doings 
range from tearing themselves apart 
in the ‘Dark Eyes’ scene from ‘On 
the Avenue’ to just standing still 
while the pit band rips off a fast 
chorus of ‘Dinah.’ A Hitler gab spe- 
cial opens with a bang, a Ted Lewis 
impression by all three wows: a 
phony challenge hoof routine, with 
one of the boys doing all the work. 
registers like a touchdown in a close 
game; a Jekyl-Hyde scene whams. 
and double talk winds up the turn 
after a dozen or more bows. 


Miss Hutton is greeted with gusto 
as she starts off the proceedings with 
a medley of tunes that include ‘Star- 
dust’ and ‘Organ Grinder’s Swing.’ 
She vocals the latter, and also ‘Never 
Tell You I Love You’ and ‘Susie Q,’ 
later in the show. Some smart step- 
ping builds up her ‘Susie’ vocal. 
The two boys flank the femme with 
guitars providing hot cut-in work in 
numbers seldom sung with such 
swing and tricky arrangements: 
‘Bugle Call’ and ‘Savoy,’ for ex- | 
ample. Margie Palm, acro dancer is | 


‘ 








troupe. Miss Palm not only presents | 
a sustaining routine of difficult acro- | 
batie twists, loops and spins, but she 
performs them with outstanding 
grace. Jane Merit augments the 


Dixieland medley. 

Buck and Bubbles, last seen here 
in ‘Porgy and Bess’ at the Opera 
House, have evidently been away too 
long. Their welcome was exceeded 
only by the Ritz reception, and they 
clicked from start to finish. It’s a 
delight to watch this ace act slide 
through a varied turn that invari- 
ably produces a laugh-a-line. Bub- 
bles’ eccentric shuffling, accomna- 
nied by Buck’s funny piano twid- 
dling is still tops in the vaude field. 








Fox. 


week for background to Zeke Man- 
nérs and his Radio Gang. Opening 
also fits in with neat intro for roller 
skating feats of Clare and Sana 
Sisters. é 
twice to bolster the production num- 
bers, first with a Sis Hopkins song 
and dance and later for the mod- 
ernistic-rhumba-drum finale. This is 
highlight i i 
revival of this type of program.|terpsing including manipulation of 


staging. 
Zeke Manners troupe (New Acts) 
which would eat up anything which | fails to register with the same ac- 
claim with which it is received over 


overly familiar with big-house stage 


white entirely, go through familiar 


motion 
Dare and Yates (New Acts) billed as 
acromedians lifted calibre of the bill 
after midway let-down as Manners 
gang exited. 


adaptability in : 
clever novelty, acro dance following 
brief song. But she grabs ace honors 
with her modernistic rhumba move- 
ments 
being her customary graceful acro- 
batic gyrations. 
holdover 
though there would be for a long peater. 


added entry, scored solidly with her 
bright imitations. 


mented by a group of sprightly lads 
for the country scene and in mod- 
ernistic finale. 


Business surprisingly strong opening 
night (Friday) considering Lent 


opening, but is picking up rapidly on 
word of mouth. 


for Keith theatres here. It’s draw- haere ll (MG), just another pro- 
ing more biz than a birthday cake Yacht Club Boys, known here 


ances and airway time, click with 
the Earle audiences from the word 


publicity in the dailies here, getting 
several news breaks regarding their 
English 
ance with former King. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Gae Foster girls go rustic this 


And Lucille Page serves 


of whole show, Foster 


arge drums. 


Whole show is a skillful piece of 
It was needed because the 


he ether waves. Looks like it is not 


echnique. The boys are happiest 
vhen they are singing in quartet or 


Clare and Sana Sisters, garbed in 
vhirlwind skating with facility. At- 
empts at dance routine and slow 
are particularly effective. 


Lucille Page amazes with her 
rustic costume for 


atop a giant drum, pay-off 


She’s a third-week 


here and a frequent re- 


Beatrice Howard, apparently an 


Gae Foster line has been aug- 


‘Woman Alone’ feature. 


(GB), 


Wear. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 2. 


Best vaude show the Earle has had 
n some tim® had only a fair house at 








| 
| 
| 


Pic is ‘Dangerous | 


orincipally from recent pix perform- 
Go.’ The boys draw plenty of extra 


experiences and acquaint- 





Looking their usual spruce selves, 


they give four numbers, drawing the 
most applause with : 
scendants of the Czar,’ but also click |comes nearer to being a hybrid of 
neatly with their ‘Woo-Woo’ (Frank | vaude, concert and presentation. 
Fay) nonsense and the now well- | 
known ‘Alphabet’ number. 
a little ritzy in the way -they take 
their encore, and absolutely refuse to 
come again, but there is no denying 
the class of their act as well as its 
novelty. 
are coming along now, but this quar- 
tet is on the ground floor. 
their personalities and appearances 
count heavily. 


‘Indirect De- 


They are 


Other patter-song groups 


As usual, 


Barney Rapp’s New England orch, 
not well known here, makes an okay 
impression. Unusual group in the 
scarcity of string instruments (one 
violin) and the fact that even with 
make-up as it is they are uncanny in 
their imitations of other orchs. Rapp 
has four saxes, two trumpets, a trom- 
bone, traps, base viol, two pianos and 
the fiddle. They’re perhaps best 
when aning Whiteman and Calloway, 
but good in most of them. A bur- 
lesque of a ‘Salvation Army Band’ 
may oifend some people and might 
be omitted without loss. As a finale 
they do their number played on a 
string of bottles, which also tickled 
the customers. One of the pianists, 
Eddie Holley, comes down to the 
mike and displays a first-class croon- 
ing voice, although obviously not 
sure of himself as to use of hands, 
etc. 

Featured singer with the bend is 
Rubv Wrivht, who warbles satisfac- 
torily but not notably. ‘Shine’ Moore. 
eolored sinter and tapn-dancer, is an- 
othe= smerialist. Show opens with 
the V=s~itty Gambols, a groun of 
seven tumblers, who work plenty 
hard for scant applause. Waters. 


PALACE, CHI 


the double number with Miss Cam- 
eron is an easy okay. 

Three Samuels in the deucer offer 
the kind of things musical comedies 
are built from, Act has a spirit of 
buoyancy and lightness which few 
attain. Both the boys and the girl 
have youth, plenty of good costumes, 
and a nice way of working. Good 
dancing here, and nice subtle com- 
edy along with it. Charm lies in the 
formality of the hoofing which, 
when the slips and falls come, show 
thern off to a better advantage. Close 
with a military number in which a 
second girl joins, and do a beg off. 

Wini Shaw, spotted third, would 
add a lot to her act by using a little 
makeup. Voice and selling of all four 
numbers make her deserve a spot on 
this bill, but, dressed in black, and 
working in a white spot without 
makeup, makes the face look a little 
death maskish, 


Karre-Le Baron Dancers balance 
up the dancing portion of the show, 
working, with special sets and 
lighting effects. in the closing spot. 
DeCardas, a six-people act, doing 
the opener, furnish the novelty with 
springboard and barrel jumps. 


Well rounded show which looks 
like a good week’s business. 
Loop. 


CINE TEATRO ROMA 
(ITALIAN VAUDFILM) 


Amid much arm-raising in the 
fascist salute, a bona fide cham- 
pagne christening and _ dedication 
speeches, N. Y.’s first straight 
Italian vaudfilmer made its debut 
Feb. 27. It’s on the site of the old 
B.S. Moss’ Broadway (quondam Colo- 
ny) theatre. Opening was attended by 
the who’s who of resident Italians, 
including the Italian consul Fulvio 
Suvich and reigning Italian actress, 
Marta Abba, plus an upper crust 
Roman audience of about 2,000, who 
came and saw, but apparently left 
unconquered by anything or anyone 
save Marta Abba and the likeness of 
Il Duce, which was draped on the 
asbestos. A machine would have 
rated Mussolini the hit of the show 
with Miss Abba’s impromptu appear- 
ance second best. ‘The remainder 
offered too little to impress as a 
national theatre for the city boasting 
heey Italians, native and foreign 
orn. 


Immediately following the closing 
of the picture the stage was lighted 
up for the appearance of Marta Abba, 
star of the film portion, who is cur- 
rently appearing in Gilbert Miller’s 
production of ‘Tovarich’ on Broad- 
way. Miss Abba’s thespic ability 
was keenly felt by the entire audi- 
ence which sat hushed during a 
brief discourse on the production of 





the film, which was later interpreted | 


for the uninitiate. She was en- 
thusiastically salvoed. 
Announced as vaudeville. show, 


14-piece pit band under the direc- 
tion of Vincenzo Alberti, aided by 
a mixed duet in an operatic aria 
from ‘Traviata,’ opens. Anonymity of 
the pair on the program is probably 
for the best since they lack both 
vocal and personal appeal. Dead 
pans stance while waiting cues 
isn’t good showmanship. 

Stage fare proper got in swing 
with curtains parting ona cabaret 
scene, location for entire per- 
formance. Set is dominated by Gigi 
Mattioli as director of the boite and 
m.c. Unwinding is very windy 
with Mattioli talking for minutes at 
a time with only an occasional punch 
line. Evidently meant as comedy, 
it frequently missed and couldn't 
hold the audience which started to 
walk when show was half over. 


Individual acts were spotted when- 
ever the m.c. could be quieted. First 
of the acts was Peppino Manna, 
Italian crooner, whose pop tunes in 
native language were well received. 
Manna _ sings everything in 
style. He is obviously, from billing, 
to be a_ stock perfo-mer with the 
show. Corradina Corradetti, femme 
counterpart of Manna, is also pos- 
sessed of sweet pipes, but like her 
predecessor should use a mike or else 
reach deeper. Both seem inadequate 
to fill the house with their voices. 


Only straight vaude act is Do- 
lores and Rossini, ballroom dance 
team. They doa regulation ballroom 
routine of two numbers. Their 
novelty finale if brushed up should 
get better results. Girl leads her 
masked partner in a vamp routine 
that reveals male in a plenty shivery 
makeup. Resolves into girl being 
carried off in a pseudo-faint and also 





Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Picture here is billed over the 


the vaudeville, for ‘Head Over 
Heels in Love’ (GB) is taking a wal- 
loping from the papers. Swell line- 
up of flesh talent should overcome 


vocal end of the band act with a/ the fi'm blasting, though. Al Trahan | explains the 


does top honors and the Three Sam- 
uels-do a close second in a well 
rounded vaudeville bill. 

Trahan, next to closing, is doing 
more singing these days, but the 
same sock comedy bits are in. The 
blonde Yukona Cameron continues 
to act as foil, ‘Lo, Hear the Gentle 


Lark’ and all, but the wrestling bit | 


isn’t done either as seriously or as 
strenuously as before. Act is tops 
whether going for the hoke, or sing- 
ing. Trahan does a couple numbers 
that are more than just pleasing, and, 


| half nude. Maria Nucci, cigaret girl 
}in the cafe set, banters with Mattioli 


the other highlight of the band | stage show, but when the customers | throughout and sings one song, also 
| come this week, they’ll come to see 


|rendered by the two billed singers. 
It might have been left unsung. 
House _is operated by the Nuovo 
|Mundo Film Corp., with the aid of 
the Italian government, which also 
‘class’ attendance on 
;Opening night. Since folding of 
‘original Cine-Roma (now Minsky’s 


|Oriental, across Broadway) a few 
months ago, outfit has been looking 
for another showcase for Italian 


product which is guaranteed them by 
semi-official backers. If opening 
night is any barometer of what can 
be expected in the future it looks 
like the Cine Teatro Roma would be 
better located in the Italian sector 
since it has little appeal to Ameri- 
cans and others, Film ‘Loyalty of 
Love.’ Hurl 





same | 


——~—- 


STATE, N. Y. 


Looks like old sod week at this 
Loew house, which means that the 
Broadway wise-guy Patronage won't 
find the appetizers sharp enough 
Pic is ‘The Plainsman’ (Par), a man’. 
product, atop of which the 50 min- 
utes of vaude have only one femme 
solo turn, and no other gal stand- 
outs whatsoever. Over-emphasis in 
favor of the male makes for poor 
balance among the ingredients. 


Stepin Fetchit gives the State FS) 
strong name for the Marquee. Bat- 
ting in the clean-up slot, Fetchit 
follows the Four Kraddocks, Strictly 
male, but has a hard time Setting 
any response after the peppy 
comedy-acrobatic turn. His patter 
is the same as on all previous per- 
sonal appearance junkets, and that’s 
a stint that has to take a lot for 
granted in a big house. Fetchit 
essays to make the most of his lazy- 
comic pic buildup, but that requires 
shuffling away from the mike with 
the result that his lines become com- 


back. Even at 10 minutes, the turn 
creates uneasiness with this‘type of 
audience, although a more typically 
nabe patronage would undoubtedly 
consider the proceedings whammo. 

Powell and Nedra open the vaude 
end to good novelty results. Their 
paintings created sans brushes or 
paint (powdered chalk, spread on 
with the bare hands, is used) have 
color and conciseness. 


Rachel Carlay follows—and she’s 
the only fernme who gets the spot- 
light all the way through. Using the 
same Frenchy song style as in the 
niteries and via the ether (NBC) she 
whips out a trio of ditties that on 
this viewing (25) became so much 
waste effort. Poor gowning one 
drawback, and tra-la-la gestures an- 
other. 


Four Kraddocks (New Acts) fire a 
peppery volley whose smoke is 
cleared away none too well by 
Stepin Fetchit and the Mattison 
Rhythms flash act. Latter has one 
good male hoofing turn, but as now 
utilized the femmes are excess bap- 
gage and the applause is milked. 
For an act of this size—eight people 
—only ho wv scenery is used, which 
somewhat dulls the meaning of the 
billing, flash act. 

Population of the place sized up as 
fair on the Thursday eve viewing. 
but the gang stuck their hands in 
their pockets and refused to accord 
any response. Edga. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 27. 


Last week, initial week under Fox 
banner, found this house pounding 
|the stretch for great $14,000. Pic 
was ‘On the Avenue’ (20th). Cur- 
jrently camera fodder is ‘Love Is 
| News’ (20th) with Fox news and 
/a short subject. Vaude is above 
j}average, Week augurs another fine 
gross. 

Running a vaude shop in this sec- 
tion of the country is no dahlia hed. 
Most acts fail to show in time for a 
rehearsal which results in time diffi- 
culties and also causing acts grief 
when they must barber their ma- 
terial at last minute to fit require- 
ments. Eight minutes down to five 
is usual stint acts must work. Three 
production numbers were slated for 
current show but one of ’em had to 
be junked. The two numbers re- 
tained hew to musical comedy stand- 
ards, something seldom seen on this 
stage, and get across nicely. Prob- 
lem facing the producer, Frank 
Tracy, is in fact that clientele is 
showing a shift to more discriminat- 
ing patrons. Short wardrobe is on 
the wane so far as line is concerned 
with ‘smartness’ creeping in. Tracy 
is trying to pace ’em to please both 
types of audiences. 
| . Mabel Todd, last seen locally with 
|Al Pearce Gang, is sure fire for this 
| part of the country with her dumb 
|femme stuff and her warbling. Lat- 
| ter is straight. She gets by here as 
|a single where she might not else- 
where. 

A comic team from the old school, 
Red Donahue and his educated mule, 
get nice returns. The routine goes 
clear back to when. A decade closer 
to present comedy standards it would 
be pretty bad. 

The Three Heat Waves get top bill- 
ing. They worked themselves and 
the mob into a fine lather at show 
caught with their fiddle-kazoo-trum- 
pet rhythms and vocalizing. They 
pump their stuff direct to the mike. 
All audience gets first hand is some 
mugging. They might do well to re- 
| verse the order. A mike in a house 
| as small as this isn’t necessary in the 
| first place. It grows pretty monoton- 
lous to see all acts bee-line for the 
|mike and glue themselves there. 
| Jimmy Harris is a Negro hoofer 
'with possibilities featuring a ‘Bo- 

iangles’ style. Lad can really dance 
| but was badly handled on his ap- 
|pearance here. He's brought out to 
|stand and gape during finale of his 
|build-up. It’s tough for him to gct 
| underway as pace of show has been 
| entirely killed. 

Lester Harding has his usual whirl 
at a pop, this time in production, and 
carried it off well enough. Ted Cook, 
m.c. isn’t much in evidence except 
for a lyric-speaking go with the line. 
Never since he’s been here has Cook 
been given an opportunity to do any- 
thing worthwhile other than to typ- 
ify a soft-spoken, modest young man 
and it stifles his potential effective- 
ness, Hoyt. 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 53 





cil N 


Embassy Newsre}l, N.Y. 


thing really outstayding in the 
Hanae 4 this week, with ‘the 
supreme court argument leading off 
and the Spanish war for the rear 
guard. In between are two dishes 
of Lew Lehr, girl athletes, fashion 
show, a regular Heinz assortment of 
skiing, sit down strikes and, of 
course, the Duke of Windsor and his 
regal ‘brother. Just a flash of the 
former, but the King visits an ex- 
position; one of the jobs the former 
ruler wanted to escape. Dowager 
Queen Mary also present. Flood 
news is confined to one shot of a new 
angle, a Universal shot of the waters 
frozen and making further trouble. 
Par got the royal family, but Pathe 
has a full outfit of the royal regalia, 
including the crowns. Apparently 
the real thing and not the paste re- 
productions now on this side. In- 
teresting because intelligently nar- 
rated. 

Pathe leads with the Hoover Chi- 
cago speech and follows with opin- 
ions from several well-known citi- 
zens, mostly adverse to the Presi- 
dent. Then a vignette of Roosevelt 
faded in to get the only applause 
attracted. Neither important nor 
timely at this late day. Metro makes 
its chief contribution in a series in 
the Bureau of Engraving and Print- 
ing as a lead to the story of counter- 
feit money. Only other Metro con- 
tribution is some flashes including 
Harry Warner getting a new college 
degree and carefully placing the 
tassel on the wrong side of his mor- 
tarboard. 

Universal makes some real pic- 
tures out of blessing the fishing fleet 
in some French port, and Par shows 
Helen Wills Moody as a fashion de- 


signer for sports wear. She has a 
nice camera presence. Fox and 
Pathe both show snow stuff, Fox 


having three clips of French, Ba- 
varian and Italian troops in the 
snows, followed by a civilian meet 
in France (Par) and the Lake Placid 
events (Pathe). Dust storm picture 
(Par) might have been taken from 
the files except that it shows the 
dust thick packed on top of snow- 
banks, which serves to give a clear 
idea of the depth of the deposit. 
Pathe repeats with more dust as the 
lead of its flashes with the Presi- 
dent’s mother driving the first nail 
in a new housing project and quit- 
ting before she mashes her thumb. 
Spanish shots show Madrid and 
Malaga, both Fox and both well 
done, the Malaga shooting offering 
greater life. Par starts off a race 
at Santa Anita for local color with 
Fox registering the race itself. Sports 
offer men and girls in racing shells 
and a Canadian girls’ hockey team. 

Lehr dialects an elephant getting 
a manicure: passable, and a cock- 
eyed surrealist party which probably 
would have been omitted had there 
been more material in the current 
issues. Score is Pathe, 11: Fox. 13: 
Par, 8; Universal and Metro, four 
each. 

Fillers are Universal's ‘Going 
Places’ No. 30, Chinese river stuff, 
and a Par Sportlight, ‘Sporting Pals’ 
with otters as hunting companions: 
an unusual and absorbing subiect. 

Chic. 


ST. LOUIS, ST. L. 


St. Louis, March 2. 
Eve Ross and Johnny Perkins, who 
produce stage shows at Fanchon & 
Marco’s combo house, the St. Louis, 
must be awarded the palm with stars 


for the novel opening of current 65- 
min. bill and finely trained Roxy- 
ettes give thanks for fact that their 
routines are reduced to a mere two 
for second time in six months. 


Although stunt may be in vogue 
elsewhere it’s first time it has been 
used here. At end of regular news 
reel screen becomes blank and Per- 
kins comes onto apron and asks pro- 
Jectionist to continue with shots. 
Soundless pix of a wrestling bout; 
fancy ice skating exhibition shots: 
Bob Pastor, box fighter, in training, 
and Three Jackson Boys doing their 
stuff on top ledge of Empire State 
building are then shown with Per- 
kins supplying wise cracks that kept 
audience chuckling. As last bit of 
Jackson boys fades from screen cur- 
tains part and there are the three 
boys ready for their hand balancing 
act that clicked. 

Perkins entertains with some new 
Stories; he seems to have an inex- 
haustible supply, and announces a 
Candy Cane Blues’ routine for the 
line which is capably done. After 
girls retire Perkins exchanges candy 
for peanuts with kiddies in front 
row and wins house when he pre- 
Sents a 2 and 4 pound peppermint 
Stick of candy to the young ‘uns. 

Curry and Cooley, in next slot, do 
a good eccentric dance routine and, 
as they troop off apron, Perkins gags 
with tooters who agree they are 
tired and don’t want to play. They 
accept Perkins’ invite to light their 
Ciggies and suddenly Perkins grabs 
baton ,and paces boys through 
Margie’ and ‘The Old Gray Bonnet’ 
with individual members doing spe- 
Cialties for audience approval. 

Betty Lewis, one of line, does a 
short blackout skit with Perkins that 
Sittees like. She comes on apron 
with a gun muttering she is going 
to bump herself off because she pos- 
Sesses a singing voice and no one 
will give her a chance. Perkins takes 
sun and offers her a chance. When 
she statrts to screech Perkins knocks 
her off with one shot from gat. Next 


comes Charles Carrier, a juggler 
with an English accent. Jet cee a 
fine routine one bit of which is 
halving an orange tossed to the top 
of a 15-foot pole in which is im- 
planted a knife, the pole being bal- 
anced on his chin. For an encore 
Carrier brings out a tray on which 
are ten water glasses and receptacles 
for holding pieces of orange, cubes 
of ice and a cherry for each glass 
and by quick manipulation of the 
tray deposits orange, ice and cherry 
in glasses in that order. 

It remains for Terry Howard and 
Jack Tally to cop top honors -and 
they do this with much eclat. The 
Terry femme, a blonde looker with 
her baby talk, awkwardness and 
comedy performance at piano has 
mob out front in high glee right 
off the bat and merriment doesn’t 
stop until she lisps ‘Goody Goody’ 
and a cry baby bit for an encore 
after four bows. Tally does well as 
straight. 

Line does’ a smart routine to 
“Morning, Noon and Night,’ emerg- 
ing from behind venetian blind as 
rest on bill come on for final hand. 
House has withdrawn second feature 
from matinees and currently is con- 
fining screen offering to ‘That Girl 


From Paris’ (RKO) (2d run). Biz 
nice despite cold and_ blustery 
weather. Sahu. 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, Feb. 27. 

Vaude is back at the Tabor, and 
started out with seven acts. It’s just 
| plain, unvarnished vaude, that will 
| have to stand on its own, and not 
backed up nor augmented nor held 
back (as you wish) by a line, nor a 
band on the stage. The orch, a six- 
piecer, is in the pit, led by Howard 
Tillotson, oldest and most experi- 
enced of the vaude orch directors in 
Denver, having bossed the band at 
the old Orpheum for years. 


_ Ralph Lee, manager of the Tabor, 
is bringing back vaude without a 
line as the result of a questionnaire 
submitted to Tabor customers. They 
voted heavily against the girls. 

Jack O’Day, half of one of the acts, 
acted as m.c. 


Bartino’s dog act opened. Usual 
canine stuff, with good bits in it. 
One of the dogs balances on two feet 
on a 30-foot slack wire, and later as 
Bartino revolves around the wire 
one of the dogs walks around his 
body. 

Jack and Mary O'Day, hoofers, do 
straight and comedy hoofing. March 
and Play, male and femme, play the 
piano, sing and juggle. Evelyn 
Luckecis tickles accordion keys 
rapidly, Earl School sings two songs 
in pleasing voice, and Solly Ayers 
does radio impersonations that get 
across. 

Headliners, Darédevil Dault & Co., 
balance atop four small tables (one 
atop another), four bottles and a 
chair on top. Another chair is used 
when both are balancing. The tables 
are close to the footlights 

With ‘Three Men on a Horse,” on 
the screen, the new vaude policy 
opened auspiciously at the old Tabor. 
It’s one of the oldest theatres in the 
state, having been built by H. A. W. 
Tabor of ‘Silver Dollar’ fame, in 
1885. It had the first large balcony 
with no supporting posts west of the 
Mississippi. House seats 2,000, and 
has a 25c. top. It’s third run. Rose. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 


With Belle Baker and Roy Atwell 
dividing the spotlight, this spot has 
its second zippy show in a row cur- 
rently. Comprises only four acts, 
which were considered sufficient in 
view of attractions, but runs out a 
full 50 minutes without dragging. 

Besides Atwell and Miss Baker, 
the remaining turns comprise the 
Condos Bros., formerly with Carroll’s 
‘Vanities, and the Great Yacopis, 
teeterboard artists. 

Only four acts leaves. spotting 
rather bad, but in the main things 
worked out quite satisfactorily. Only 
other drawback is absence of settings 
again for the second consecutive 
week. True, a standard parlor scene 
is provided as background for Miss 
Baker, but that hardly constitutes a 
bona fide setting. 

At show caught, Miss Baker off on 
the wrong foot with a long stage 
wait which wasn't _ satisfactorily 
explained. But, once torcher got into 
the swing of things, audience soon 
forgets antagonism and _ virtually 
brings down the house on her dialect 
tune. After several of her old 
favorite melodies, she has to do an 
encore and then beg off after that. 

Atwell, occupying the deuce spot. 
gets over well with his usual 
gumming-up of the English language, 
pulling most of the stuff from recent 
radio broadcasts and getting in plugs 
for several products, on whose pro- 
grams he’s appeared. Closes with a 
twisted bedtime story, which has 
crowd in stitches. 

Speed and precision are chief forte 
of the Condos Bros. (2), who open 
vaude. Snappy appearing, they know 
how to sell their tapping and as a 
result garner plenty of applause. 
Their sit-down terping not only is 
fast and furious, but sets patrons on 
their ears. Closing, the seven Yacopis 
teeterboard artists. Appearing first 
with flashy matador costumes, fellas 
and one femme offer a round of 
thrilling stunts, including numerous 








ing with tumblers piled four high. 
Audience liked it. 

Selections from ‘Carmen’ comprised 
the overture, under Sam Jack Kauf- 
man’s baton. Special pop tune was 
played for Frank Connors’ tenor 
pipes. Kaufman also handled the 
m.c. chores, plus a little buffoonery 
with Miss Baker in one of her 
encores. 

Downstairs jammed at late show 
Friday evening (27). On screen: ‘On 
the Avenue’ (20th). Pete. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Feb. 25. 


Continuing Grace Moore’s ‘When 
You're in Love’ (Col) a second week, 
and his 


unit get away 


opening at the Congress hotel, Chi- 


bill, booked in for eight days, affords 
versatile entertainment. Caught 
opening show, doings ran 58 minutes. 

Nice lineup of four acts is headed 
by Téd Claire and includes such 
standards as Royal Swedish Bell 


considerable following in this town 
during the permanent m.c. period at 
Loew’s Century, is now working 
with two femmes underlined as the 
‘Original Rhythm Red Heads.’ Act 
got a nice reception opening show. 

Frolic opens with the Bell Ringers 
doing their usual styiff, including one 
number on water glasses. It’s old 
stuff, of course, but old enough to be 
new to some of the up and coming 
youngsters who don’t remember. 
Judging from the response, act can 
still hold its own on any bill. 

At least, it’s a bit different as an 
opener and spotted here creates a 
swell niche for Sue Ryan and Co., 
eon number two. The Co. is a piano 
player who works unobtrusively and 
practically unseen in the blacked- 
out background. Miss Ryan, looking 
chic in white evening gown, wangs 
out a solid smash with her comedy 
song impressions and stops proceed- 
ings cold. Did three numbers, the 
French chanteuse doing ‘Speak to 
Me of Love,’ the torch singer giving 
out with ‘Out in the Cold Again’ 
and the operatic P.D. in vocal pyro- 
technics. For encore, a smart ver- 
sion of ‘Alexander’s Rag Time Band,’ 
as offered in 1913, and then in the 
hi-de-hi swing of today. Had to beg 


off. 

Ted Claire and the Rhythm Red 
Heads are next (New Acts), followed 
by Paul Remos and the Wonder 
Midgets in a socko melange of hand 
balancing, contortion control, a bit 
of xylophone playing and roping and 
a cute finale of hoofing. Act has a 
world of appeal and plenty of sock. 
As a closer here this week, it put a 
bang-up finish to a good vaudeville 
show. Burm. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 28. 
Maintaining newly-adopted policy 
of top grade entertainment in stage 
shows, Fox again presents a bill this 
week. Show is slightly shorter than 
usual, timing about 35 minutes, but 


quality. Pic is phooey stuff, ‘John 
Meade’s Woman’ (Par). Biz fair. 

Top spot brings Mary Lewis, Met 
opera lyric soprano, back to variety 
boards first time in five years. Miss 
Lewis’s voice is sweet and appealing, 
but not very voluminous for wide- 
spread 2,400-seat Fox. The opera star 
is a good trouper and doesn’t go 
prima donna despite usual difficul- 
ties of opening performance. Ac- 
companiment provided by own 
— and Jeno Donath and his Fox 

rc. 

Selection of numbers good. Gives 
chirper opportunity to exhib trill- 
work. No encore despite quantities 
of palm-smacking. 


Entree selection, ‘Les Filles de 
Cadiz.’ operatic, is warbled_ in 
French; then to ‘Ay, Ay, Ay,’ 


Argentine folk song. From. there 
Miss Lewis goes pop, ‘I’m Shooting 
High’ and waltzes out with ‘Blue 
Danube.’ Stage entirely unadorned, 
with plain silvery backdrop. 

Royal Uyenos (billed as 8, but best 
this mugg could count was 7, six men 
and one femme), open. Act is best 
Jap tumbling combo seen in Philly 
for some time. 

Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore, 
mixed duo, do some fancy tapping 
and loose bright line of chatter. Get 
away with snappy gab and biz for 
usually sedate Fox stage. Open with 
pattered song that’s not bad, thence 
into the gab stuff, and hoof off. Duo- 
tapping up and down a pair of steps 
is nifty. Have plenty of what it 
takes. Herb. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, March 1. 


Francis Lederer, locally popular in 
pix, is the big attraction currently, 
appearing in person at this house. 
He gets the fans going from the first 
and holds them with songs, patter 
and stories. Half a dozen acts in sup- 
port had good opening house Friday 
(26), which was held week-end in 
spite of excellent ski weather which 
took a lot of people out of town. 

Eddie Sanborn and orch play 








jumps and somersaults and climax- 


through part of show. Girl line well- 


more than compensates for that in { 


New Acts 





TED CLAIRE and RHYTHM 
HEADS (2) 

Variety 

24 Mins.; One, 

Hipp, Baltimore ; 
Ted Claire, long identified as a 

single and an m.c., is carrying a 

sister team with him this time. 

Experienced in the tricks of the 

trade, he should be able to whip this 


RED 


into an entertaining turn. Caught 
here, act could stand about 10 


minutes of cutting, mostly in the 
contributions made by the femmes. 





Hipp was able to let Bob Crosby | 
Wednesday | 
night (24) to make a Thursday night | 
vocalizing. 


cago, and start its new stage show 
one day earlier than usual. Current | 


Remos and his Wonder Midgets. 
Layout maintains a good balance | 
throughout. Claire, who built up 


| to Claire's 








Underlined as the Rhythm Red- 


heads, Claire’s partners look well in | 


and are 
Introduced by Claire 
after a bit of gagging with the audi- 
ence, gals do nice swingy arrange- 
ments of ‘Lady in Red’ and 
Man River.’ Follow 


evening gowns 


eliminated without hurting matters 
a bit, and some weak crossfire which 
ends with one of the girls doing 


; |‘When I’m with You’ to some clown- 
Ringers, Sue Ryan and Co., and Paul | : ; 


ing by Claire. This part too could 


| well be sacrificed in the interest of 


sock. 

Claire goes to town here with his 
standby impression of a slap-happy 
snowbird. 

As set at present, the Redheads 
come back for some more warbling 
hoofing, which is okay, 
but lacks value because done in vest 
and shirt sleeves, sans coat and tie, 
shedded for previous bit. Cutting 
some time ‘from the gals and holding 
their talk to a minimum, plus a 
showmanly closing, and Claire should 


be able to fill a spot on any vaude 
show. Burm. 
FOUR KRADDOCKS : 


Comedy Acrobatics 
10 Mins.; Full (Special) 
State, N. Y. 

Imported originally by the French 
Casino, N. -Y., this quartet is now 
making the-vaude rounds with a 
sked that includes Washington and 
Boston after the termination of the 
current State, N. Y., employment. 
Boys have zip. and socko stunts. 
Sure click for vaude or the firstline 
nitery route. 

Quartet is divided into a trio Which 
carries on a series of difficult head- 
stands and other strong-man stuff, 
while- the fourth member, the little 
guy, performs violent mayhem on his 
cohorts for the comedy end. Balance 
between legitimate acrobatics and 
merciless face-slapping is good 
enough to keep the act from pound- 
ing itself to pieces. Backdrop, de- 
signed like a sailboat with an over- 
size hatch, enables the boys to make 
pronto enirances and exits with 
comedy effects. 

Turn is dumb all the way through, 
and built along the lines of a first- 
class European specialty. Subtlety is 
confined wholly to the acrobatics, 
which means that the rough-house is 
not burdensome. Plenty to offset it. 

Edga. 


JIMMY BYRNES 
Dancing 
10 Mins. 
Casino, Pittsburgh 

Diminutive hoofer is formerly of 
team of Byrnes and Farney, of the 
night clubs and units.- Youngster re- 
cently split with his partner after 
touring with a Nils T. Granlund unit 
and currently in burlesque for short 
time breaking in his single before. 
hitting Broadway again for rehear- 
sals in Dwight Deere Wiman’s ‘Babes 
in Arms.’ Byrnes is an attractive- 
looking youngster and can match 
any of the coming Bolgers and As- 
taires step for step. 

He has developed a sharp, smart 
routine, mixing eccentric steps with 
straightaway tapping, and for 10 
minutes delivers with surefire ac- 
curacy. Little, but the type the 
femmes will label ‘cute, Byrnes could 
use a personable femme under cer- 
tain conditions, but that isn’t essen- 
tial. Kid has enough on the ball 
right now to click handily on his 
own. 

Usually lackadaisical burlesque 
audience, intent only on seeing the 
dames peel, wouldn't let youngster 
get away, and that’s a pretty good 
tip-off in itself. Cohen. 





drilled and snappy with half a dozen 
show girls also up to standard. Acts 
that stand out are Wilfred Dubois, 
who juggles tennis rackets and balls 
and has a trick with coins and a 
tumbler of water that got him calls 
and encore; also Sally and her dog, 
Bobo, both of them acrobats that 
team well. 

Joe and Jane McKenna put on a 
humorous turn that is just over the 
line in spots, but the fans like it, so 
they garnered an encore. Lorraine, 
Oriental dancer, with Les Curries, 
make a turn that is worth more ap- 
plause than it gets, but got better 
attention after opening night. On the 
stage Parisian Melodians, all-woman 
band, look and play nicely. Louise, 
ballerina, is looker and does her toe 
steps to good applause. Show closes 
with Novelle Brothers, more acro- 
batics who throw in comedy patter. 

On the screen ‘Breezing Home’ 
(WB) and ‘The Holy Terror’ (20th). 

Lane. 


fair in| 


‘Old | 
this with some | 
burlesque recitations that could be | 


| 








ZEKE MANNERS AND RADIO 

GANG 
Variety 
14 Mins.; Two 
Roxy, N. Y. 

This singing.- hill-billy . outfit has 
been around in radio for some time, 
but this is the first time caught on 
theatre’ stage. Billed as_ radio’s 
modern hillbillies, Zeke Manners and 
his four aides indicate considerable 
talent, but act needs re-framing if it 
is to cut much of a swath in vaude, 





As is, they lack proper timing, 
| familiarity with stage technique and - 
labove all need better gag material. 
For one thing, Zeke Manners is 
| thrust into foreground too much, 
| Places too heavy burden on him, and 
he is not backed up with strong 
ichatter. Needs it, because he’s not 


|a natural comic. 
are aged, in 


Most of puns either 
poor taste o1 indiso, 


Reference to child brides down in 
|his country might have been built 
for real results, but permitted to die 
here. 

Manners is dextrous in handling 
his big accordion, knows a_ neat 


shuffle step but his song talk inter- 
ludes aren't so forte. His accordion 
solo, introduced as a modern swing 
tune, is a strange combination of fast 
and slow tempo with no swing dis- 
cernible. 


Elton Britt is the most versatile 
member of troupe asice from Zeke. 
Manipulates the guitar and displays 
| fine voice, both straight and yodeling. 
|Art Echo also indicates good vocal 
|chords, but should get away from 
the imitations of Bing Crosby and 
Rudy Vallee. He’s the violinist ‘n 
the instrumental trio. Other two 
members of act are used largely 
in the quartet warbling. Wear, 
DARE and YATES 
Comedy Acrobats 
7 Mins.; Two . 
Roxy, N. Y. 

It’s unusual when a new acrobatie 
act gets into the Roxy. Hence, it 
is a safe bet that the turn must have 
something. This has. Not in the 


files, but the two athletic men ber- 
form with such skill that it is likely 


they’ve been around under another 
tag or combination. Predicated on 
basic skill as acrabats and hand- 


balancers, these two lads prab con-’ 
tinuous laugh returns through droll ~ 
mishandling of intricate feats, . 
They go through difficult routine 

wearing street clothes and quickly 

grab audience attention. One is tall, 

other male short, which further adds 

to clown gyrations. Put in tough’ 
spot here, but mopped up. Wear. 
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arena, but doing the type of stuff 
that’s a sock in niteries. 
For the rest there is the Bob 


Crosby orchestra, which indicates 
possibilities on the college element 
because of its wild hotcha style. 
Band was far too blasting on open- 
ing night, though this defect will 
probably be corrected as soon as the 
musicians get accustomed to the 
room. Crosby has a nice vocal man- 
ner and should create a_ personal 
following for the band among the 
younger set. Gold. 





MIRROR ROOM 


(PHILADELPHIAN, PHILLY) 
Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Another good semi-new show 
opened at this spot. Three acts are 
new and three holdover. Walter 
Donohue, __ singing-dancing emcee, 
also stays on, as does Joe Frasetto’s 
band. 


Among newcomers to this show 
are Arno and Zola, magic act. Arno 


is clever with cigarettes and cards. 
Makes an everlasting supply of 
lighted ciggies appear out of empty 
air. Does same with cards, in addi- 
tion to usual trick shuffles and di- 


tomime. Stooged by Zola. 

Marley and Elsa are two gals who 
do very slapstick burlesque of ballet 
dance, then of two debs on a spree, 
and encore with a boy and gal at 
end of a marathan dance. Debs’ rou- 
tine is best. No subtlety whatsoever 
to comedy, merely flopping all 
over the place, but got laughs and 
good hand. 

Third new one is Ginger Dewbow, 
a singer without a voice, but one 
who mahe up for the deficiency 
with a volume of facial expressions, 
business and showmanship. Does no 
pop numbers, sticking to trick stuff. 
Finishes with corking takeoff of 
Martha Raye singing ‘Solitude.’ 

H. o.’s are The Townsends, a ball- 
room team; Joanne Andrews, swell 
little torchy singer; and the Whirling 
Aces, skaters. Townends are very 
smooth, but would be much better if 
the femme member wiped the bored 
look from her pan. 

M.c. Donohue does some swell 
hoofing and fair warbling. Nice looke 
ing, good peeeny and not smarte 
alecky. rasetto’s eight pieces cae 
pably play show and provide dance 
rhythm. Spelled by Marty Landis’s 
three strings, tymp and_ivories, 
Show is booked by Harry Pear! from 





New York. Herb. 
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Farsiwerth Nomed 
WPA Shifts Barber 





Although it was stated by Hallie 
Flanagan recently that there would 
be a shake-up in the WPA’s Federal 
Theat.e Project in New York, such 
virtual changes were announced 
Monday (1). William P. Farnsworth, 
who has been the Washington con- 
tact for national director, Mrs. Flan- 


the administrator of 


agan, will be 
the project in the metropolis. The 
rather confusing announcement, 


the effect that she 
will ‘assume personal supervision’ of 
the FTP in N. Y. 

Philip Barber, who was head man 
of the project here with the title of 
regional director, is to be in charge 
of production, with Walter Hart as 
assistant. Latter stated he was 
leaving the project soon. It is 
known around the FTP that execs 
taking vacations find upon returning 
that their status has been changed. 
That appears to be true of Barber, 
recently returned to the job. 

For some time there has been fric- | 
tion between the arts projects, in- 
cluding the theatre and the WPA 
headquarters (70 Columbus avenue) 
in charge of Lt. Col. Brehon B. Som- 
ervell, whose staff includes a major 
and others with military titles. The 
situation was described as a con- 
test between ‘the army and the art- 
ists Announcement is that Harry 


however, is to 


+— 





Good Alibi 


FTP Chief in N. Y.: 
to Production Post 





Boston, March 20. 

George Holland, Boston 
American columnist and critic, 
is doing a p.a. at the Keith 
Boston, along with ‘Don’t Tell 
the Wife’ (RKO), based on his 
original story, ‘Pie in the Sky.’ 
He explained to the press dele- 
gation at the end of his first 
show: 

‘I wouldn’t have gone through 
this horrible experience if I 
hadn’t been desperate. I needed 
a new suit.’ 


T. Equity Balloting 
Metheds Revamped 








WPA Aetors Practically 
Rehearsed Show 1 Year 


‘Treasure Hunt,” a WPA attrac-| 
tion, said to have been in rehearsal | 
in N. ¥. for more than one year, is | 
scheduled to open at the Majestic, 
Brooklyn, tonight (3). Show, de- 
scribed as the ‘first published Amer- 
ican cemic opera,’ was also known 0 

| ° 











as ‘Disappointment.’ It was written 
in 1767. Presentation is in the form 
of a drama, according tq announce- | 





ments. 

In the cast are around 30 persons. 
It is charged that while some pro- 
fessionals are in the company, three- | 
quarters are either amateurs, people | 
from dramatic schools or pros who | 
never were able to secure engage- 


To Aveid Criticism 





Equity’s council again went on 
record as being opposed to the secret 
ments in regular productions. |balloting for officers, rating that 
Claimed that those persons have |method unwieldy and unnecessary. 
been getting salaries for little or NO | was asked to rule on the second 
labor. have been kept on the job . ial d t t] ne 
through ‘politics or favoritism’ and propose rare — on the secre 
have no idea of seeking outside em- | ballot subject, having already put 
ployment, figuring they would not/thumbs down on the first amend- 
earn as much as the relief allow-| ment, though both are to be voted on 
ance. | at the March 19 quarterly meeting. 


The council, however, has decided 

to revert to its former method of 

‘ TTO’ N BY caer nas ie ie dale 
MULA 0 IXED registering the votes and it is ex 
MW’ LAUGHLIN IN MD |of either of the secret ballot amend- 
*;ments being adopted. Envelopes 

|containing all votes filed prior to the 
jelection will be placed unopened 


|into the locked ballot boxes. For the 
|past 10 years the envelopes mailed 








‘Mulatto,’ play dealing with mis- 
ecegenation, has been turned down 


on a proposition to play one of the 


in were opened and the votes then 





Aldrich and Myers Disclaim Being ™ 


~~ Financially In on Be So Kindly 





‘Noose’ Meller a Hit; 
No. 2 Troupe Planned 


Pittsburgh, March 2. 
M. E. Fierst and Clyde MeFall, co- 
producers of thriving old-time music 
hall meller, ‘Snatched from Noose,’ 
here, busy recruiting another com- 
pany which they'll install after Easter 


in tap room of a Baltimore hotel. 
Show now in its fourth month at 
Fort Pitt hotel and, up until Lent, 
had been showing consistent profit. 
Enough party bookings already lined 
up, however, to keep it going well 


into summer and indications are that | 
it will stick at hostelry and not move | 
to a nite club, as contemplated short | 


time ago. 

Cast of show composed of locals 
and they’re operating with producers 
on co-op basis. 


ERLANGER, PHILLY, INTO 








Richard Aldrich ard Richardson 
Myers disclaim having any financial 
responsibility in the presentation of 
‘Be So Kindly’ (‘In Gold We Trust’) 
which folded at the Little, N. Y.. ar. 
ter one week, recently. The show. 
men also state that the use of their 
names ou the program as co-pre. 
senters was not authorized, 

Corrected billing read Richard 
|Skinner and Hope Lawder, in asso- 
jeciation with Aldrich & Myers, as 
having presented the show. Credits 
jalso ineluded Capt. Pierce Power 
Waters, as general manager, which 
he claims is in error; also the name 
of Francis R. Hart, Jr., as general 
stage director. Latter is stated not to 
have had any hand in the staging, 
He occupies that post with Aldrich & 
| Myers. It is alleged that Henry J. 
|Herzog, said to be in the cloak and 
| suit business, was the backer who 
|took a walk. Aldrich & Myers add 
jthat their only connection with 
‘Kindly’ was to render supervisory 
assistance as a gesture to Skinner 

that no representations oi 





| PIX FOR REST OF SEASON mee of any kind were made t : 


pected that will lessen the chances | 





Philadelphia, March 2, 
Erlanger theatre, Yokel-controlled 


the theatre by them. 

Theatre man:_ ment insists, how- 
ever; that Aldrich & Myers and Capt. 
| Waters put the okay on the ‘Kindly’ 


| legit house, goes film March 14 with \finances, although the Little has re- 


booking of ‘Cloistered,’ English- 
dubbed Freneh pie. It’s penciled in 


Mesapy the amount of its claim. Book- 
jing was for $2,000 weekly as a 
guarantee to the house, but since it 





for two weeks, but may be extended. | was closed for two weeks, only the 
Looks like pix will wind up season. | "et of $600 weekly and certain ex- 











L. Hopkins, the national administra- 
tor, ordered the theatre project be 
returned by Somervell to Mrs. Flan- 
agan’s direction. Somervell has been 
boss since last summer, but the FTP 
will be operated as formerly ‘by 
Washington.’ Understeod the order 
‘decentralizes’ the other arts or white 
collar projects in N. Y., also discon- 
nects the business management end, 
at 8 East 39th street. Generally 
agreed that trouble started because 
the arts projects did not operate 
easily under the same rules applic- 
able to work projects. 


Hopkins’ statement that the non- 
relief percentage in WPA must be 
cut from 10% to 5%, has not been 
solved so far as the theatre project 
is concerned. Explained that the 
general idea of the plan is to reduce 
the number of persons receiving sal- 
aries as high as $200 monthly and 
more. 

Whether actors will be included in 
the let-outs is not definite, but if 
cuts are ordered Equity is prepared 
to demand that the semi-professionals 
be dismissed. Claimed there are sev- | 
eral hundred rated amateurs on the | 
relief payroll in N. Y., although the 
project was designed to aid profes- 
sionals only. 

Contended that the only way fed- 
eral funds could be confined to pro- 
fessionals would be to discontinue 
present schedules and devote the 





money to supporting stoek and tour- | 


ing shows operated by known show- 
men, 


Katharine Cornell Gets 
’37 Achievement Award 





In Washington, Mar. 30 





‘Wingless Victory,’ current at the 
Empire, will lay off night of March 
30 so Katharine Cornell can hop to 


Washington and receive, at a White 
House spread tossed by Mrs. F. D. R.. 
the gold medal given actress as Na- 
tional Achievement Award, an- 
nually presented by Chi Omega 
sorority to a woman for outstanding 
work of any sort. 

Miss Cornell is first representative 
of show biz ever to snag award. At 
the dinner Alex Woollcott will make 


a speech; the First Lady will make | 


the presentation. 
‘Victory’ cast will be paid for per- 
formance skipped. 





Fred Donaghey, Ex-Legit 
Critic, Ill in Chicago 


Chicago, March 2. 

Frederick Donaghey, former dra- 
matic critic of the Chicago Tribune, 
and later. head of the Dramatic 
League for the Shuberts in Chicago, 
ie seriously ill at the County hos- 
pital here. 

Doctors state he is suffering from 
high blood pressure. 











two Baltimore indie houses because 


of its inter-racial angle. 

Play has been on tour for Jack 
Linder, who secured the _ road 
rights from Martin Jones, play’s 


presenter on Broadway last season. 
Trouping a series of engagements in 
indie houses, 
land, Linder wanted to put 
play into Baltimore for a week. 
Leonard B. McLaughlin, operator 
of the two Balto indies, Auditorium | 
and Maryland, nixed ‘Mulatto’ 
the grounds that it would not sit 


the 


on | 


| placed in the boxes. 


using the old method there can be 
no chance of the administration’s op- 
|ponents to charge chicanery. It ap- 
|pears that members. voting in 
through the hinter- |¥2"Cé, have also enclosed in the en- 

velopes, dues and other remittances. 
| For that reason they were opened 
,after members complained they had 
jnot received paid up cards or other | 
| acknowledgment. 


Last legit show at house was try- 
out of ‘The Meal Ticket,’ Herman J. 
Mankiewicz comedy, which closed 
after single week of scheduled two- 
week stand. ‘Point of Honor’ 
‘Glory for All’ tryouts had preceded 
that. In last few seasons the Erlanger 
has been operated as rotary stock 


Equity takes the position that by | 


ad- 





sional pix bookings. 


Vreom Rejoms Miller 





Enclosed return envelopes for the 


well on the stomachs of Balto the- |May election, therefore, will be 
atregoers, who retain Ol’ South |Prominently marked ‘for ballots A “Chitt } ? 
characteristics and attitudes. only. It is realized that by im- $ e Yr. 


Play made a stand last week at 
the Belasco, Washington, town which 
is geographically farther south than 
Balto. Capital, however, is teeming | 


with cosmopolites and_ transients iar lager of ‘Th . Dr. Clitter- 
= wu ‘a the voter is in good standing or | 2° e Amazing Dr. itter 

from the north and west, and is not thaeetion. otinthie ta anak bis Ge har | house,” which opened at the Hudson, | 

considered a Dixie burg like Balto. ballot. 6 s | N. Y., Tuesday (2). | 


This is the play which Philadel- 


i reeks ago.| . 
phia mayor banned two weeks ag | cided 








Coast Players to Bolster 





Los Angeles, March2. | 
Two groups of players from the 
| Federal Theatre Project have been 
transferred to New Orleans and San 
Antonio to boost productions in those 
cities. Carol Wood, Walter Armit- 
age, Eugene Beaumont and Agnes 
Johns went to the Louisiana city, | 
while James McMillan, Edith Hollo- | 
way. Dorothy Kingdon and George 
Kern went to Texas. 
Another group, headed by Jean 
Robinson, is expected to go to 
|; Omaha shortly. 


Shews in Rehearsal 


‘Farewell Summer’ — Nearly 
Inc. 

‘Babes in Arms’—Dwight D. Wi- 
man. 

‘Candida’—Katharine Cornell. 











30, 


‘Amphitryon’ (Lunts, on tour)— 
Theatre Guild. 

‘One’t Upon a Time’—Marty 
Forkins. 


‘Arms for Venus’—Mary Hone. 
‘Sun Kissed’—Bonfils and Somnes. | 
| ‘Bis Excellency’ — Bushar and |} 
| Tuerk. 
*‘Priftbwood’—Cyrus Babcock. 





| 


Ex-Crick’s Original 
Chicago, March 2. 
Fritz Blocki into N. Y. to produce 
and stage his new comedy, ‘Sweep- 
stakes.’ 


Slated to open sometime in March 


; 





Withers in Coast ‘Boy’ 
Hollywood, March 2. 
Grant Withers will have ‘the cow- 
, bey vole in Henry Duffy's produc- 
tion of ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ opening | 
next Sunday (7) at the El Capitan. 
Femme lead goes to Helen Chandler. 
Arthue J. Beckhard directs. 





|pounding all mailed votes the result 
‘of the election will be delayed per- 
haps for 
former method involves checking up | 
on each ballot to discern whether 


checking could be done in advance 
and for that reason all envelopes 
| were opened. Result was that when 
|an opposition group developed with- 
in Equity, it questioned nearly every 


FTP Shows in Other Spots. 2 Exit, it auesti 


| that is seeking the secret ballot. 





Lodewick Vroom, formerly gen- 


eral press agent for Gilbert Miller, 
is baek with that producer as man- 


several days because the 


Vroom handled the St. James, giv- 
ing the house that name, after its 
original label of Erlanger was 
dropped. He also managed the 
Adelphi, now rented to the WPA. 


To facilitate the voting, it was de- 


some years ago that such | 





‘Driftwood,’ by Samuel John Park, 
announced for March production by 
Cyrus Babcock, 


It is this group 








| the 





J. J, (Jeff) McCarthy. who died on the Coast Thursday (25), before 
accepting a film for roadshowink, invariably stipulated that he have com- 
plete charge of staffing the units. He used legit advance men and com- 
pany managers exclusively, stating that he wanted showmen familiar with 
Broadway and the road, refusing to accept any people from film offices. 

When he and Teddy Mitchell Handled ‘The Big Parade’ and ‘Ben Hur,’ 
which ran concurrently on Broadway at $2 top, 44 roadshows were sent 
out. 
the time. 

MecCarthy’s hobby was getting jobs for other fellows. 





He knew everv 


agent and manager in the legit field and they congregated in his office | 


in the Longacre building, at 42nd street and Broadway. When he couldn't 
place his showmen friends with one of his roadshow outfits, he would 
eontact legit and picture offices, generally landing them in berths. Even 


recently, when he was desperately ill in Beverly Hills, he sent an apoli- | 
cant into a picture office in New York with the request that he be placed. 


: When the time comes around, in April, for the N. Y. Drama Critics’ | 
Circle to huddle for the purpose of selecting the recipient of this season’s | 


Critics’ Prize plaque, a number of members will be absent and have to 
vote by proxy. 


Whitney Bolton of the Morning Telegraph, Robert Benchley of the New | 


Yorker and George Jean Nathan of Esquire and Judge will be in Holly- 
wood. Gilbert W. Gabriel of the American may also be there. Walter 
Winchell, N. Y. Mirror, now on the Coast, is expected back by then 
although Robert Coleman, technical-~No. 2 receiver, has been seeing most 
of the openings. 


Cost of postponing the premiere of ‘Having Wonderful Time’ Lyceum, | 
N. Y., because of difficulty with the settings is said to have added $10,000 | 
With the elimination of a material percentage of 


to the production cost. 
sets, the backstage crew will be reduced. Stewart Chaney, scenic 
designer, denies there were many settings discarded, stating woodwings, 
borders and backdrops for one scene made about one-half of a truckload. 

Mare Connelly, who presents the Arthur Kober comedy, with Bela 
Blau associated, states that his former collaborator, George S. Kaufman 
had no hand in staging the show, although he was present during a dress 


rehearsal. Mel Hammett is back with the show, Bill Fields being the p.a. 


When Sam H. Harris arrived in Palm Beach recently, he was ill with 
pleurisy contracted on the trip south. 
Expected to be out in the sun this week. 


house by Jules Leventhal, with occa- | 


Broadway was almost stripped of capable agents and Managers at | 


Has been abed for over two weeks. 


|penses plus the theatre’s red the first 
|week, reduced the claim to about 
| $2,200. Aldrich & Myers insist they 
are not obligated legally or other- 
| wise. 


and | 





Chi Group Theatre 
Readies ‘The Angel’ 


| Chicago, Mareh 2. 
Chicago Group Theatre, which has 
been rated a little theatre organiza- 
tion by Equity, decided to go ahead 
with production plans despite its in- 
| ability to meet loop theatre rental 
| prices. First production will be ‘The 
| Angel,” by Dorothy Bates and T. A. 


Walker, director and producer, re- 
spectively, of the Group, and is 
scheduled for the Forresters’ the- 


| atre, Mareh 28. If successful, com- 
| pany will be moved to the loop. 
Recognition as a little theatre or- 
| ganization followed an appeal to 
Equity for permission to use non- 
| Equity members in ‘Angel,’ and forth- 
coming productions. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of March bh) 











Ballet Russe, Converse College, 
Spartanburg, S. C., March 1: 
Page Aude, Durham, 2: Ogden, 
Hampton, Va, 3; Academy of 
Music, Roanoke, 5; Marshall Col- 
lege, Huntington, W. Va., 6. 

‘Biography,’ Brighton, Bright- 





| on Beach. 

| 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ American. 
| St. Louis. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- 
| ton. 


D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Er- 
langer, Chicago. 

‘Enemy of the People’ (Walter 
Hampden, Chestnut, Philadel- 
phia. 

‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), Cur- 
| Yan, San Francisco. 
| ‘Follies,’ Grand, Chicago. 
| ‘Great Waltz,’ Nixon, ; Pitts- 


burgh. , 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Lunt 
Fontanne), Colonial, Boston. 
‘Jane Eyre’ (K. Hepburn), 
English, Indianapolis, i-3; Pav- 
amount, Toledo, 4; Hartman, Co- 

lumbus, 5-6. 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Post Road), 
Selwyn, Chicago. 
| ‘On Your Toes,’ Forrest, Phil- 


and 


adelphia. 
‘Parnell,’ Shubert, Newark. 
‘Reflected Glory’ (Tallulah 


Bankhead), Cass, Detroit. 

Ruth Draper, Auditorium, Sac- 
ramento, 28; Lobero, Santa Bar- 
bara, 1, 3; layoff, 2. 

San Carlo Opera, War 
morial, O. H., San Francisco. 

‘Storm Over Patsy,’ National. 
Washington. 

‘Tobaceo Road,’ Scottish Rite 
Aude, New Castle, Pa., 1; Drake 
Oil City, Pa., 2; Shea’s, James- 
town, N. Y., 3: Shea’s, Bradforc 
Pa., 4; Grand, Canton, O., 5, 6. 

‘You Can’t Take lt With ¥ »: 

i Harris, Chicago. 


Me- 
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BARD'S BIG BRO 





Dead End’ Cast’s Salary Slice, 


With Equity 0.K., Cuts Payroll $500 





+ 

Cast of ‘Dead End, which is ap- 
proaching the year and one half 
mark at the Belasco, N. Y., has ac- 
cepted a salary cut, with the assent 
of Equity. As a matter of record 
Equity had little to say about the 


matter, being faced with a take it 
or leave it situation for the first time 
the association adopted special rules 
for salary slicing and established a 
Cuts Board to consider reasons for 
such reductions. 

It appears that the cast agreed to 
a reduction, salaries not having been 
disturbed during the 70 weeks the 
drama has played. Under the rules 
the management is required to pre- 
sent’ box office statement to the 
board and set forth the cost-of- 
operation figures indicating unprofit- 
able business before a cut is okayed 
by Equity. 

That procedure was not followed 
in the case of ‘End,’ Nick Holde, gen- 
eral manager of the _ attraction, 
frankly told the board that he was 
not asking for permission to reduce 
the nut. He said that if the reduc- 
tion was not allowed he would en- 
gage pcople in the road company 
which closed in Baltimore, such 
players getting lesser salaries than 
those in the original cast. 

Holde also stated that, while the 
attraction had been, profitable, it 
was not the.management’s intention 
of continuing if, by so doing, the 
show operated in the red. He also 
asserted that the attraction had been 
getting support from cut rates but 
that the deal with Leblang’s would 
soon expire and would probably not 
be renewed. Equity, therefore, 
okayed the cut; in fact, there ap- 
peared to be no alternative. 

There are 69 in the ‘End’ cast, in- 
clusive of juveniles. Those getting | 
minimum or junior salaries approxi- 
mate 40 in all. Understood the cut | 
will reduce the weekly payroll 
slightly more than $500. 

Joseph Downing, who plays the 
gangster in the meller, is leaving to 
join ‘Once Upon a Time,’ Francis 
De Sales, of the road company, re- 
placing him. 


‘DEAD END’ SUIT FACES 
APPEAL IN U. S. COURT 


Edna Buckner, playwright and 
scenarist, is expected to file an ap- 
peal in N. Y. Federal Court this 
week to the decision of Judge John 
M. Woolsey, who on Feb, 24, tossed 
out her $2,000,000 plagiarism suit 
against Sidney Kingsley involving 
the latter’s play ‘Dead End,’ current 
at the Belasco. 

In dismissing the action after hear- 
ing Kingsley deny Miss Buckner’s 
claims, Judge Woolsey declared that 
for one author to accuse another of 
character lifting was a serious ac- 
cusation and must be fully backed 
up by proof. He declared from the 
testimony of all of the witnesses, in- 
cluding the plaintiff, he did not be- 
lieve the evidence was favorable to 
the plaintiff. 














Harmon Casts on Coast 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Sidney Harmon is on the prowl 
for talent to cast ‘Ivory Towers,’ his | 
next Broadway entry. 

He'll also gab with Dan Totheroh, 
who’s preparing a play for his ap- 
proval. | 
| 











Helburn Prize Winner | 
To Get Mich. Showing | 


Theresa Helburn’s Bureau of New | 


|which was out under 


| during current 





Wants Money’s Worth 


Would-be customer telephoned 
the box office of the Elliott, 
N. Y., where WPA’s successful 
revival of ‘Dr. Faustus’ is cur- 
rent, asking what seats could be 
had on the lower floor. He was 
advised all downstairs tickets 
were sold, the voice asked the 
price of balcony tickets. When 
told it was 40 cents, he then 
wanted to know: 

‘Who are the 
play?’ 


) LEGITS FOLD 
ON THE ROAD 


stars in the 











The road lost four attractions last 
Saturday (27) and at least one more 
will fold at the end of this week. 
Indifferent business is the reason for 
all calling it a season although at 
least three shows among the quin- 
tette draw sturdy grosses in most 
stands. That pair is ‘Hamlet’ (Leslie 
Howard) which is. winding up with 
one nighters this week, ‘Pride and 
Prejudice’ which stopped in Wash- 
ington and ‘Dead End’ which closed 
in Baltimore. 


‘End’ after touring several months, 
earned goodly profits after leaving 
Chicago. Nazimova who did well 
last season with Ibsen dramas was 
withdrawn in Philadelphia after a 
comparatively short tour. ‘Mulatto,’ 
several man- 
agements, finally gave up in Wash- 
ington. 


PITT LEGIT’S TOP YEAR 


AT NIXON SINCE 1928 


Pittsburgh, March 2. 

Legit season at Nixon, heading for 
last round-up, with unofficial finish 
coming week of March 15, when 
Katharine Hepburn brings in ‘Jane 
Eyre.’ There'll be a couple of other 
attractions late in April, Hampden’s 
‘Enemy of People’ and Pitt Cap and 
Gown club’s annual musical, but for 
month straight house will go pix 
with a couple of roadshow engage- 
ments. 

Col’s ‘Lost Horizon’ opens March 
21 for a fortnight and will be fol- 
lowed for same length of run by 
Metro’s ‘Good Earth.’ Also a possi- 
bility that U will send in ‘Top O’ 
the Town’ for a showing as well 
before Nixon puts up the shutters. 

House, by the way, will have had, 
at the blow-off, its best season in at 
least a decade. Counting two-a-day 
films, Nixon will have put in around 
34 weeks for 1936-37, 10 weeks 
above last year and top season since 
1928 when Harry’ Bannister-Ann 
Harding summer stock gave site 50 
weeks. 

What’s more, house so fer has had 
only one real losing week. That 
was with ‘Two Mrs. Carrolls,’ which 
gave Nixon an all-time low, around 
$1,800. Otherwise, the dough has 
been rolling in, with year’s high be- 
ing reached by ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ at 
close to $45,000 on 11 performances. 





‘Boy’ Encores St. Louis 
St. Louis, March 2. 
‘Boy Meets Girl returning to 
American theatre for second time 


stand Sunday (28). 


a 








EVANS’ ‘RICHARD’ 
DRAMA LEA 


English Star Met with Much 
Trouble Finding Producer 
This Little Known 


Shakesperean Drama 








for 


STANDEE TRADE 





New phase in the history of show 
business is being developed on 
Broadway by ‘King Richard II,’ one 
of the oldest plays written by Wil- 
liam Shakespeare. The gross for the 
third week ending Saturday (27) 
was $21,000.at the St. James’ topping 
every drama on the boards except 
those which played extra matinees 
(Washington’s Birthday). 

This draw is phenomenal consid- 
ering the record of ‘Richard,’ neg- 
lected over here and infrequently 
presented in England. It is attract- 
ing regular theatre patronage, not 
mere students and lovers of the 
Bard’s works, and when schools re- 


lease pupils for the Easter vacation | 


it is expected ‘Richard’ will be in 
greater demand than now. At Satur- 
day’s matinee there were 106 stan- 
dees. 


At the present pace ‘Richard,’ un- 
known to the present generations, 
since it has not been on the Broad- 
way boards for 50 years, is exceed- 
ing that of ‘Iiamlet’ (Gielgud), 
which preceded it at the same the- 
atre (moved from Empire) and cre- 
ated new box office and run rec- 
ords. It would seem this season that 
Shakespeare is on top. 

Again a socialite, Robinson Smith, 
one of the youngest of the Park ave- 
nue showmen, comes into the mana- 
gerial limelight with the presenta- 
tion of ‘Richard.’ Last season he at- 


tracted attention as co-producer of | 


‘Parnell.’ No fewer than three man- 
agers turned down the idea of reviv- 


ing the play, one of them saying ‘no | 


Shakespeare for me.’ Max Gordon 
first talked about doing it after he 
withdrew ‘St. Helena,’ but went to 
the Coast instead. Gilbert Miller 


and Guthrie McClintic were also ap- | 


proached with the idea, but were not 
interested. 

One of the most surprising angles 
to ‘Richard’ is that its production 
outlay has already been earned back. 


Presentation cost $24,000 and that | 


amouni of operating profit was virtu- 


ally shown after three weeks and. 
two days of showing. Play, like all | 
Shakespearean works, has no roy- 


alty, which is a considerable saving 
over other shows. ' 


Persistence Wins 

‘Richard’ came about through the 
persistence of its star, Maurice 
Evans, who attracted attention by his 
performance in ‘St. Helena’ and who 
won distinction on the stage of Old 
Vic., London, for his portrayal of the 
king in the drama. Evans backed 
up his conviction by offering to put 
up $25,000 of his own money, if some 
showman would match that figure, 
even though it was figured the pro- 
duction would not cost that much. 

That deal was made through the 
efforts of Capt. Pierce Power 
Waters, who was general manager 
for ‘Parnell.’ He brought Evans and 
Smith together and laid out pians for 
its presentation. He arranged for the 
origiual designs, obtained from Lon- 
don, and, at his suggestion, Margaret 


Webster, who staged Evans’ ‘Richard’ | 


in London, was sent for. Waters also 
secured some costumes from the 
wardrobe of ‘Richard of Bordeaux,’ 
while others were made from origi- 
nal designs also brought over. 


season, began week} his part in the venture Powers has 
Paul Beisman, | been 


declared in on the show, 


mgr. of America, has plastered town ; which he originally was to have han- 


with paper on show in effort to ex- 


dled. He is general manager for Al- 


Plays prize winner, ‘They, Too, Arise,’ | ceed take of previous stand, when| drich and Myers. 
by Arthur A. Miller, University of | approximately $15,000 was collected. | 


Mich. junior, will be produced by | 
Hillel organization for presentation | 
March 11-12. Frederick Crandall, | 
former Broadwey legiter, is direct- | 
ing, 

Slight chance play will be done on 
Broadway later, Theatre Guild hold- 
Ing an option, 


‘Boy Meets Girl’ will be succeeded 
by MGM's ‘Good Earth’ being road 
showed here for two weeks, starting 
March 7. 

Claude Morris and Irv Waterstreet, 
MGM exploiters. have been in town 
for three weeks building up exploita- 
tion campaign for screen feature. 





‘Richard’ is a triumph for Evans. 
whose performance has won ream: 
of copy in the dailies, and it brings 


young Smith into the foreground as | 


a showman. The booking of the St. 
James was arranged on a straight 
70-30 sharing percentage basis, with 
the hcuse furnishing all the stage 
hands. In consideration for that ar- 
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Quick Fame 


Indicated record for inter- 
views was set last week when 
Katherine Locke appearing in 
‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Ly- 
ceum, N. Y., was quizzed by 17 
reporters representing as many 
publications and news services. 
Miss Locke was accorded en- 
thusiastic praise in the press, 
and, although on the stage sev- 
eral seasons, was virtually un- 
kno\ 

Most of Miss Locke’s previous 
appearances were in flop plays. 
There is mention of Miss Locke 
having a Paramount tie-up but 
is under a run of the play con- 
tract with ‘Time.’ 


“ETERNAL ROAD 
~ ROYALTIES CUT 














Having cut the operating expense 
of ‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan 


Four Broadway Legits Affected 
By Death, Illness, and “Act of God’ 


+ EE — = 

Death, sudden illness and ‘an act 
of God’ struck at four Broadway 
attractions over the weekend, caus- 


ing one to suspend, another to post- 


pone the premiere, a third to an- 


nounce the final two weeks, while 
the fourth narrowly missed being 
forced to ring down the curtain. 


Latter show is ‘Tobacco Road,’ For- 


rest, N. Y., Maude Odell dying in 
her dressing room just after the 
show began Saturday (27) night. 
Noel Coward is abed with an 
attack of the grippe and all per- 


formances of ‘Tonight at 8:30’ were 
cancelled this week at the National, 
N. Y. British star was ill Saturday 
but managed to complete both per- 
formances. Sunday three physicians 
were in attendance as Coward de- 
veloped a high fever at his quarters 
in Westchester. John C. Wilson, who 
is presenting Coward and Gertrude 
Lawrence, immediately decided 
against attempting to continue with 
an understudy. Show is slated to 
resume next Monday (8). Some re- 
funds are anticipated but the man- 
agement expects that most patrons 
will exchange tickets for subsequent 
performances. 

The presentation of ‘Now You've 
Done It’ scheduled for Monday (1) 
was forced to postpone for the sec- 
ond time when John Alexander, one 





Opera H., N. Y., in a number of 
directions, the management is effect- 
jing a cut in the royalties. Four 
persons are on a royalty basis with 
the spec, Max Reinhardt being down 
for the largest percentage, with Nor- 
|man Bel Geddes slated to 2% of the 
gross, total royalties being over 14% 
under the original arrangement. 

Formerly major 
for not more than 6%. Although 
more recently score and _ book 
writers received a larger share, none 
approached the high slice for ‘Road.’ 
Understood that Kurt Weill, who 
composed the spec’s score, and Franz 
Werfel, who wrote the play, con- 
tracted to split 5% of the gross. All 
percentage participants are said to 
have agreed to a less percentage, 
dependent on Werfel, who is abroad, 
and who has been asked to take 
less, 


While no payments have been 
| made to Werfel since ‘Road’ opened, 
| it is said that he was protected by 
an unprecedented advance royalty 
payment of $20,000. 


SHUBERTS FORCED 
TO PAY OFF ‘SWING’ 


Shuberts must pay for three un- 
played performances of ‘Swing Your 
Lady’ during its final week in mid- 
January. Coin was held out under 
the claim that John Alexander, a 
| featured player, was ill. While his 

name was so billed some time after 
the show opened, actor’s status as 
feature player was not set forth in 
his contract, and arbitrators last 
week decided in favor of the cast. 

Contended there was no under- 
| study, but it was stated that was 
only a half truth. Originally there 

was an understudy who was let out 

for economy purposes. 





musicals called 











SCHAAF RECOVERS FROM FLU 


Hughie Schaaf, formerly auditor 
for Jed Harris, also a company man- 
lager and income tax consultant, is 
out of the hospital on crutches after 
being confined six weeks with influ- 
enza. Disease settled in ankle and 
an operation was necessary. 
Schaaf must have the 
member placed in a cast. 


infected 


| 





MONTGOMERY’S PLAY 


Pasadena, March 2. 
Douglass Montgomery is writing a 
play for spring production at the 
Community playhouse. 
Actor also will direct. 








of the leads, was stricken with ap- 
pendicitis. He was successfully op- 
erated on at the Polyclinic hospital 
Sunday (28). Walter Greaza was en- 
gaged for the part and the premiere 
is now dated for Friday (5). Show 
had been set back for script cutting 
after previews early last week, 
No Sullavan Successor 

Decided Saturday that ‘Stage Door’ 
would be withdrawn after two weeks 
and the closing is set for Saturday 
(13) of next week. The lead, Mar- 
garet Sullavan, an expectant mother, 
said she did not care to continue 
beyond that date. It was hoped that 
either Janet Gaynor or Joan Bennett 
would replace Miss Sullavan but 
neither cared to follow another ac- 
tress in a play. 

Closing of ‘Door’ means that 85 
people will be out of jobs. The Music 
Box, N. Y., Broadway's most con- 
sistently lucky theatre has no suc- 
ceeding attraction. ‘Babes In Arms,’ 
mentioned for the spot is now figured 
for a larger house. When the final 
two weeks were announced there 
was a jump on the ticket demand 
for ‘Door.’ About $8,000 worth of 
balcony tickets sold into April will 
be refunded, 

The dramatic fatality in the ‘To- 
bacco Road’ cast, created a most 
unusual situation on the stage. When 
Miss Odell was stricken with a 
heart attack and did not make her 
second entrance, James _ Barton 
sensed something was wrong and 
started ad-libbing. Players were not 
told of her death until after the show 
and were instructed to continue the 
performance. Stricken actress had 
been on, going upstairs to change 
her hair dress. Ann Dere, of the 
cast, substituted lines. Off stage she 
read Miss Odell’s lines from the 
wings and on stage she spoke off 
stage as though talking to the miss- 
ing character. 

Monday, Vinnie Phillips, who has 
been playing Miss Odell’s part on 
the road with Taylor Holmes, went 
into the New York cast. The part 
on the road was assigned to Lonnie 
Nace. 





Guild Switches Pair 


From ‘Masque’ to ‘Patsy’ 
When the Theatre Guild hands sea- 
son contracts to troupers, their 
services are certainly utilized. Case 
in point is fact Claudia Morgan and 
Leo G. Carroll were papered by 
Guild for season, and to date both 
have been in three shows for con- 
tractor. 

Both are in cast of latest Guild 
production, ‘Storm Over Patsy,’ 
which bows on Broadway, Monday 
(8). They were in ‘Masque of Kings,’ 
current at the Shubert, but replaced 
and spoited in the incoming piece. 





rangement, Eddie Dowling, who' 
, operates the theatre, is in as co-pro- | 
ducer. 


Earlier in season Miss Morgan ape 
peared in ‘And Stars Remain,’ which 
eked out mild run; Carrol! played in 
‘Prelude to Exile,’ which flopped, 
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Plays Out of Town 





STORM OVER PATSY 


Washington, March 2. 





Comedy in three acts by Bruno Frank; 
adapted by James Bridie; directed by 
Philip Moeller: sets designed by Ian Mce- 
Lean; production supervised by Theresa 
Helburn, Lawrence Langner and Philip 
Moeller; presented by Theatre Guild at 
National, Wash., D. C.. March 1, °37; 
$2.75 top. 

Victoria Thompson.......-Claudia Morgan 
DRONNG. 6-6 5 das ins 60548 soeeee Valerie Cossart 

Sie eis 0 kc 5s 6 60ebe eee Oger Livesey 
Mrs. Honoria Flanagan......Sara Allgood 
Lisbet Skirving........-cee. Brenda Forbes 
Willia rhomeon, IP of Baikie 

lan “icLean 

Joseph MecKellar..seccecess Franci Pierlot 
Horace Sl! . PETE UTE TTT Oe ! 
‘ourt Usher ..Clement O’ Los en 
Pie of the Court... .s.cseren Farrell 
The Sheriff Sub tute ase Leo G. Ca 
Mr. Fraser, the Procurator Fiscal, 

Louis Hector 

Mr. Men Ix ..John Hoysradt 
Mr. Menzi« FUNIOF. 2 cave ton Kendall Clar! 
Stenogra Dn atiees atete Jack Frurl 
IMIS ics ss040aenes Herbert Standit 
D1 Cassid pheewesO4b6S O88 Jack Byrr 
Pater . s< 6é6deos hatkson eee 
Court Spectator Florence Keady, Frances 
Kidner. Flizabeth A, Jones, Seymour Gross 
and Daniel Rutstein, 





That the Theatre Guild’s newest 
importation is pleasant entertain- 
ment there can be no debate. That 
it will stand the acid test of Broad- 
way, however, may still be argued 
weeks after it arrives. Key to the 
whole question lies in title, ‘Storm 
Over Patsy’—and fact that Patsy is | 
just a mongrel dog. 

Whole plot centers around confis- 
cation of canine by authorities in 
Baikie, Scotland, because an old lady 
couldn’t afford a license. Results in- 
clude defeat of a candidate for Par- 
liament, two threatened divorces, 
biggest court trial in town’s history 
and a romance. Everything, how- 
ever, hinges on the dog and audience 
is constantly reminded of fact. 

Shakespeare got away with much 
the same thing, even calling it ‘Much 
Ado About Nothing.’ The Bard suc- 
ceeded by using it as an excuse for 
some topflight verse and, even so, it 
isn’t his most popular work. Author 
Frank and Adapter Bridie have fol- 
lowed same plan to justify some 
clever banter and the question re- 
solved itself into how amused you 
are. Even first-nighters who shook 
their heads after second act, perked 
up after third and admitted they had 
a good time. It’s this cagey approval 
that makes play question mark at 
present highly enjoyable, but no 
meat, no philosophy, no contribu- 
tions to life or the theatre. The kind 


rincipals are on hand as witnesses. 
n trying to prove that Burdon had 
political motives, the Procurator Fis- 
cal drags in many ramifications with 
the judge constantly trying to re- 
mind all concerned that this is mere- 
iy a trial of a man accused of stealing 
a dog. Act is a beautifully paced 
satire on Scottish smali ceurt pro- 
cedure. Fact that it possesses more 
charm, than sharpness, however, 
again makes for question mark. Ef- 
fect gentle, 
i|humor rather than series of belly- 
| laughs—sending customers away 
lsmiling, but sufficently aroused for 

only three curtain calls. 
In 





iS 


perfectly sustained | 





| 


| 


wager with St. Francis, also of the 
heavenly band, that he, Nappy, can 
precipitate a war in any earthly 
country chosen at random from a 
map, and Dunkelstein is selected. So 
a radiogram is sent to the unfortu- 
nate nation informing it that it is at 
war, 

The news comes in the midst of a 
peace celebration while all are _ 
ne 


gaged in making sacrifices on 
altar of peace. At once the scene is 
changed. The offerings are re- 


trieved, the banners, songs, speeches 
and the whole attitude of the popu- 
lace is reversed, and they march 
forth as followers of the war go 

They have a tough time digging up 
an adversary, but finally fall upon 
‘an heredary’ enemy’ to make the 


conflict a success. Then follow a 
|succession of unrelated episodes de- 
picting the horrors that ensue when 
Mars in the saddle. When the 
| war ceases to be unprofitable, the 
strife is called off and peace again 
reigns with the hint that the next 
move will be made by Mars. The 
|conclusions are that money makes 


Perfect cast does a fine job. 
| fact, success of many lines depended 
!so obviously on way they were han- 
'dled that even non-pro critics were 
observing audibly that in lesser 
hands wouldn’t be anything. Top | 
|honors, as indicated by frequent | 


|smatterings of a >rplause, rated by 
|Claudia Morgan, as Victoria, Roger 
Livesey as Reporter Burdon, Sara 
Allgood as Mrs. Flannagan, Ian Mc- 
Lean as Thompson, Leo G. Carroll as 
the judge and a shaggy canine as 
Patsy. Except that Livesey stepped 
on Patsy’s foot, performance was re- 
markably free from first-night trou- 
ble. 

Two sets, Thompson living room, 
using full stage, and court room in 


| three, entirely adequate, but nothing 


to get excited about in themselves. 
Craig. 


NO MORE PEACE 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Feb. 28. 
Comedy in two acts and seven scenes by 
Ernst Toller; translated from the German 


by Edward Crankshaw; lyrics adapted by 
W. H. Auden; music by Homer Pearson; 
produced by the Experimental Theatre of 
Vassar College at Poughkeepsie, N, Fes 
under the direction of Lester D, Long, 
Feb. 26, °37. 

MOOR, 6. Kd 60d 60 SA »»-Maurice Manson 
Re: PRAGEIS. 6006 Fc siscees «e.Francis Uridge 
The Angel..c.cccessscccccces Mary Stewart 
res Pe Charles Gordon Post, Jr. 
DERBUEL 2000 snes ee Seer »-Richard Fulmer 
SMURs <Genetcbetesveceesdiees Edward Kovacs 
EMDAM.cccccdccscccccsee Thomas MacKenzie 
David. cc ccoccececcteccese Louis von Kracke 
BaCOD. .cccce pes beh ehs 6640sdE0 Nelson Griggs 
Rachel. ..cccsceoss (Friday) Nancy Freeman 
Rachel.......(Saturday) Madeira Schwartz 
The Fat Man......ccocsceeeee Larry Smith 
Whe “Wee Mam... ssc cececse Spencer Barnett 
The Little Man....cee. eoeeee- Archie Jones 
3 eer Tee ...Francis Matteson 
APG. 6 oc cbrcievedcooese Elizabeth Walling 
The Doctor...ccrrcccse «+++. Bertram Smith 
HOcrates. ..cccccccesccseces Theodore Moller 
The Warder.esccsseseses ecseess Fred McCoy 


It has been said’ for long that there 





of a play Prof. Allardyce Nicholl 
might fiunk a student for writing 
and then carry around in his pocket 
for a month to show his cronies. 
Opens in home of William Thomp- 
son, Provost of Baikie, on eve of his 
big speech to launch campaign for 
election to Parliament. Victoria, his 
wife, and Lisbet Skirving, whose 
husband runs a newspaper backing 
Thompson, discuss situation at great 
length. During evening a reporter 
from Skirving’s paper comes to in- 
terview Thompson. Honoria Flanna- 
gan also bursts in to demand Thomp- 
son give her back her dog, which has 


is nothing new under the sun, and 
the situation remained totally un- 
changed after the presentation of ‘No 
More Peace.’ Ernst Toller, eminent 
German dramatist, probably went on 
a bit of a lark while concocting this 
fantasy. It is sort of ‘It Can’t Hap- 
pen Here’-ish in theme and manner 
of treatment. Toller also likely 
knew what he was doing when he 
permitted its premiere presentation 
at a college theatre. It is a good 
guess that it will never get beyond 
the realm of school, little theatre, 
women’s club and such auspices, 

Its acceptance by Broadway as a 





been impounded. Thompson, whose 
mind has soared to bigger things, 
orders her out of the house. 

Next act, the following evening, 
discloses the renorter, who used to 
watch carters beat horses, and re- 
solved as a child to ‘strike up at 
cruelty wherever he found it’ has 
sneaked tirade against Thompson 
into the paper. Audience at town 
meeting drowned Thompson’s speech 
by barking at him. All hands show 
up by “second act curtain and, 
after polite banter, wind up with 
Lisbet soothing Thompson, Victoria 
siding with reporter, who has told 
her his life story, and arrival of 
town officer with word that dog, 
which was in his custody, has been 
stolen and returned to Mrs. Flanna- 
an. Last act. which will get all the 
onors for whatever success play 
achieves, takes place in court two 
months later. Reporter Burdon is 


’ being tried for stealing the dog. All 


strictly commercial proposition is 
out of the question, for, viewed 
superficially, its punch is not suffi- 
cient to enable it to get by, and be- 
sides, it has been pretty well demon- 
strated that the stem does not relish 
the unentertaining task of figuring 
out an author’s symbolisms, if the 
play is viewed from that angle. 
Neither does ‘No More Peace’ show 
screen material. 

There are a few gags interspersed 
that would worthily fit into bur- 
lesque and several characters, in- 
cluding a quartet, burst into song 
on occasion at the whim of the 
author, rather than for any purpose 
of the play. Napoleon smoking a 
cigaret on Olympus and going ga-ga 
over the telephone operator was 
amusing aside from the idea of the 
Little Corporal reaching such a sanc- 
tuary in the colony beyond the 
clouds. 





















“Bolero” in Carnelian Pinrib 
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Accessory Affinities in Car- 
nelian bags, belts, hosiery and 
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war, that money ends war, and that 
the human race will have to be re- 
constructed before permanent peace 
can be hoped for. All of which 
not particularly new or novel. 
The entire action is shown in one 
set, a platform above the stage rep- 
resenting the upper regions. With 
the diversity of location of the vari- 
ous scenes this might be improved 
upon, but maybe the drama is reach- 
ing for surrealism. The cast was all 
amateur, the femme members un- 
dergraduates of the school. The men 
were from the ranks of the embry- 
onic thespians of Poughkeepsie. 
Poughkeepsie will go to any extreme 
to preserve the prestige of the old 
brewmaster, Matt Vassar, whose 
name the college bears and who, 
with the Smith Bros., Trade and 
Mark, has been a general benefactor 
of the community. The amateurs 
succeeded in bringing out the au- 
evident intent. Some of the 
performances were really 
sive. The audience made up of Vas- 
sar faculty and students with a good 
share of the town folk, almost en- 
tirely feminine, seemed to like Angel 
11,000, the celestial telephone oper- 
ator, and the characterization of 
Napoleon. Crawford. 


EMMA 


Pasadena, Feb. 26. 


A comedy dramatization of Jane Austen's 


1S 






novel by Dewitt Bodeen; directed by Philip 
Van Dyke; settings by Robert Lee Tyler. 
Presented at the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse, Feb. 23, °37. 

Pre seeeesedames Westerfield 
Crandall.......scccccsevescss Makine Rystrom 
Harriet Smith eeeess Georgia Mae Cook 
Robert Martin......cee ».»-Murray F. Yexts« 
KHmma Woodhouse. ....sccceess+-Mary Todd 
OS Sere ee-Florence Bates 
es COO 6 5a 50 0048s eoee KE. Marie Bullis 
Mr. Elton..... seoceeslsynn McKinlay 
Mr. Woodhouse coeceee- Ferris Tavlor 
a. Sere -Robert Morgan 
Mr. Knightl «sseeeessss Wilfrid Henry 
Mrs. Weston.............Talayha Lippman 
er ore Denis Tankard 
Jane Fairfax......... Bonnie Jean Dunfiam 
Frank Churchill......0. eoee-Sellwyn Mvers 
Mrs. Elton..... seeveeeeeMary Greene 


Beautiful from a production view- 
point, well acted in all its phases, 
‘Emma’ is nonetheless boring from 
start to finish and has little chance 
of expanding beyond the precincts of 
the Pasadena Community Playhouse. 

Undoubtedly the result of much 
research work on the part of Dewitt 
Bodeen, who dramatized the Jane 
Austen novel of English life in the 
early 19th century, the play comes 
a cropper because it does not hit a 
20th century pace. The antiquated 





language of a century ago, the slow 
and involved personal courtesies and 
the costumes are intriguing, but not 


in a quantity that overcomes bore- 
dom, 


The entire action takes place in the 
drawing room at Hartfield, the home 


bury, a small village about 16 miles 
from London. The show is broken 
long intermission, 


that between 








scenes four and five, 


The story is built around Emma 
Woodhouse, daughter of a country 
squire. who has ambitions to become 
a matchmaker. She centers her ef- 
forts on marrying Harriet Smith. a 


| beautiful but unsophisticated young 


friend, to the village rector, after 


}denouncin? her intentions to wed 


| farmer. 


We introduced it January 
17th! On February 17th, 
Carmel Snow, editor of 
Harper’s Bazaar, emphasized 
“lovely mahogany red” for 
shoes .. . bags .. . gloves, 
in her international broad- 
cast. American women have 
already accepted it so enthu- 
siastically we've had to re- 
plenish our stocks! 








49 W. 34th ST. 450 FIFTH AVE. $62 FIFTH AVE. 1552 B'WAY 


Robert Martin, a middle class 
In the long series of events, 
Emma succeeds in getting everything 
horribly messed up. The men she 
tries to mate with other women fall 
for her and in the end she thinks 
she has lost her real love, 
Knightley. 


finally merried the farmer, Martin, 
and that Mr. Knightly is her own. 

The slow 
about a number of parties held with- 
in the W 
peculiarities of the different per- 
sonalities are brought out in a force- 
ful and convincing manner. This 
fact is a tribute to the acting talents 
of the entire cast and to the fine di- 
rection of Philip Van Dyke. 


Mary Todd’s portrayal of the part | 


of Emma Woodhouse is excellent. 
Florence Bates gives a_ standout 
characterization of a talkative spin- 
ster neighbor, whose loose gossin 
creates numerous situations. 


aged father, dominates many of the 
scenes in which he appears, giving 
a fine portrayal of the part of an 
old English squire, Murf. 


impres- | 


of the Woodhouse family, in High- | 


up into seven scenes, with only one | 


moving plot revolves | 


oodhouse home, wherein the | 


SCANDAL IN WYSLIP 


Pasadena, Feb. 28. 


Play in three acts (four scenes) by Essex 
Dane. Presented by Pasadena Community 
Playhouse Laboratory theatre. Directed by 
Toni Merritt; Gilmor Brown, supervising 
director. At the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse’s theatre, Pasadena, Feb. 28, ’37. 









Mra. VenMOP..ceceescsccccesess Sylvia. Hem 
M.xion -Prince. eseecesss-ee- Patricia Corelli 
Mabel Brown .ccocccecsceesssees Ola Lorraine 
Dorothy LineS..ecceeees-Frances Dickerson 
Joanna Trine....... see iasdse Frances Reid 
Rev. James Almond,...Houseley Stevenson 
Carl Despard....... eovcesse Sidney Sanner 
Miss Ellen Almond, ... Esther Gay 
SeOrMe.cccccccccccescccsssesies FOUL BOwer 
Renton. cecesccccecvceccsess George Reading 
BraGes.ccccccccccccccsccsoeses Charles Wood 





| 


| Melodrama, sprinkled with a few 
| saucy lines, and several juvenile at- 
|tempts to be naughty, this little 
theatre tid-bit has a distinct sopho- 
morish flavor. Another of this group’s 
experiments, piece is tagged to get 
no further than the laboratory. 

It has no picture possibilities, as it 
lacks even a wisp of an idea for the 
screen; relying mostly to get through 
three acts on speeches. While some 
of the comedy quips get giggles, most 
of the stress for laughs is placed on 
outmoded writing tricks, such as the 
banality of misplaced words and 
misconstrued meanings. 

Theme is all about a schoolmarm’s 
suppressed desires which crop out 
after a few years of straight-laced 


|living as mistress of a_ religious 
| orphanage. Teacher finds romance 


in a photograph, taking the name of 
the owner and tagging on herself 
with a Mrs. Returning to the school 
she is confronted with all kinds of 
unreasonable difficulties, maintain- 
ing that er husband is dead and she 
a widow. 

Owner of the photo shows up. He 
decides to play the game, although it 
turns out he originally came _ to 
; Shake down the girl for the fraud. 
|His henchmen further complicate 
| matters with a little thieving 
'their own. This involves the 
| with the law, but the teacher, now 


| genuinely in love with the photo's 
| human original, sticks by him. Every- 
| body chips in to straighten things 
out. 

Staged in three acts and four 
scenes, piece obviously provides lots 
of amusement for the boys and girls 
in the play, giving new players ex- 
perience and keeping the oldtimers 
in trim, and the sparse audience of 
the faithful followers of the theatre 
evidently enjoying the proceedings. 

Frances Reid, as the teacher, has 
the most important role and shows 
acting ability, displaying good stage 
presence and a distinct personal 
charm. As the rector, Houseley 
Stevenson garners practically all the 
comedy there is in the play. His 
experienced work puts the naive 
efforts of the greener players in the 
shade. Sidney Sanner plays opposite 
Miss Reid. 

Authored by Essex Dane, play is 
directed by Toni Merritt. Barr. 


(Yale Dramatic Association) 
New Haven, March ]. 

in two acts, five scenes, by 
Hauptmann: staged by Halsted 
| Wells; sets, Henry Darbee. Presented by 
Yale University Dramatic Association at 
Yale Theatre, New Haven, Feb. 27 and 
March 1, '37. 





Tragedy 
| Gerhart 


A program note on this winter 
| production of Eli’s thespians states, 
| ‘We feel we should offer to the pub- 
\lie plays on which the professional 
| producer cannot risk investment.’ 
All of which is a tip-off for the audi- 
ence not to expect too much. : 
The Dramat has put on a wide 
variety of plays in its existence and 
seems to have its best luck with 
lighter-vein productions. One hardly 
expects to find finished actors among 
a bunch of youngsters whose time 
| for theatrical development is limited 








| and this makes it tough for the boys 
|to get very far with character roles 
|considerably beyond their years. 
There are a number of such roles in 
'the Hauptmann tragedy, but fortu- 
nately play doesn’t rely too much 
| on histrionics to get by. It’s more a 
| matter of direction than acting and 
| Halsted Welles has done a commend- 
‘able job with one of the largest 
'easts ever used by the Dramat. 

| In addition to regular members of 
| the association, a group of girls from 
| the Sarah Lawrence drama depart- 
'ment augmented the cast, a depar- 


|ture from the Dramat’s usual prac- 


| tice of filling femme roles from their 


own troupe. 
Theme of play. which hasn’t been 
|done in this country since about 


Mr. | 1905. is particularly timely, being the 


to Miss Smith, only to} 
learn with joy that Miss Smith has | 


revolt of the underpaid weavers of 
. German community in 1844 against 
the slave-driving of the manufac- 





‘urers, with the eventual destruction 
bv the weavers of the property of | 


| the rich masters. 
Pace of play is nicely alternated 
exist- 


‘o contrast the drab normal 
ence of the weavers with the fury 
of these same people when finally 
|; aroused to action. Final scene of 


nlav is especially good along these | 


lires. 

Sets by Henry Darbee aid mate- 
| vially, with a svecial bow to a room 
in a weaver’s home showing looms 
being operated by half-starved mem- 


gi | bers of his family. Excellent lighting 
erris | 
Taylor, as Mr. Woodhouse, Emma’s | 


facilities of Yale’s model theatre are 

used to good advantage. 

‘The Weavers’ is not the Dramat’s 

best production, but it is a creditable 

piece of work by a collegiate group. 
Bone. 





| 











|subjects for dramatists has 





WPA 
THE SUN AND I 


Drama three 





in acts (six seenes) hy 
Barrie and Leona Stavis; presented by Popu- 
lar Price Theatre of Federal Theatie 
Project (WPA); staged by Edward (CooJ- 
man, assisted by Lucius Moore (ook: 
music, Thomas K. Scherman; orchestrate i 
in collaboration with Leslie Loth: se 
Tom Adrian Cracraft; costumes, Char 
Hawkins, At Adelphi, N. Y., Feb. 26, ‘37; 
S5c, top. 
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One of the most tempting biblical 
always 
been that of Joseph and his brethren. 
Here it is once more, treated from 
a semi-satirical standpoint and with 
undertones of comparison to modern 


| times, 
of | 


hero | 


Federal Theatre Project has gone 
to town on the production, giving it 
all it could. But the original play 
isn’t much good, which negates the 
whole thing. Authors muffed the 
point pretty badly. It is possible 
that with a more experienced cast of 
actors the text might have meant 
something. Possible, but not likely. 
It is one of those idea plays. Quite 
obviously the idea is intriguing. 
Working it out is another matter. 
Maybe Bernard Shaw could have 
done it. Even he would have had 
to work harder than the Stavis duo 
seem to have. 


Notion seems to be to compare 
Joseph with the dictators of today. 
He wants to rule Egypt only be- 
cause he thinks he can help the peo- 
ple. In order to help them he en- 
slavs them and makes them follow 
orders to the nth. They do and they 
prosper and they don’t like it. And 
eventually they rebel. 


The analogy is pretty obvious— 
whether the authors are thinking 
of President Roosevelt or the various 
dictators abroad. But in order to 
make it successful the dialog should 
be bright and witty and sparkling 
every moment of the way. It isn’t. 
As a matter of fact, it’s dull most of 
the way. 


Tom Adrian Cracraft’s sets are ex- 
cellent; in fact, much superior to the 
script they decorate. There’s a 
rather fancy musical score to ac- 
company the play which may or may - 
not be good. It is impossible to 
judge on its own because too pomp- 
ous and uncalled-for. 


The actors are better than average. 
There is now no longer any doubt 
that there are some admirable actors 
on the project. payroll. Just look 
at the number of them who have left 
to take up work in pro shows every 
now and then (there are at least half 
a dozen of them in ‘Having Wonder- 
ful Time,’ Lyceum, N. Y.) and in the 
troupe in this show. 


Gustave Gordon is probably tops 
as Potiphar, with Frederic Tozere as 
Pharaoh a close second. Suzanne 
Caubaye is best among the women in 
the Vashnee role. There are some 
pretty bad (inexperienced?) actors, 
too, but any play boasting the work 
of this trio in roles such as these, 
cannot be passed off lightly from an 
acting standpoint. Kauf. 





























Anna Anderson 


Just completed a new sophisti- 
cated toe routine with only a 
spotlight as her partner—created 
and arranged by MR. TED 
ADOLPHUS. 
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B’way Legits 


Big Grosses 








(Continued from page 1) 
aided by an extra matinee, most at- 
iractions playing nine performances, 
‘Tonight at 8:30,’ $23,000; “Tovarich,’ 
$22,000, and ‘King Richard II,’ $21,- 
000 were the other straight show 


toppers. 

Additional good money getters in 
that division: “Victoria Regina,’ ‘Yes, 
My Darling Daughter,’ $17,000; *You 
Can’t Take It With You,’ $17,000; 
‘Masque of Kings,’ $17,000; ‘Stage 
Door,’ $16,000; ‘Brother Rat,’ ‘The 
Wingless Victory’ and ‘High Tor’ all 
around $15,000. 

‘The Show Is On’ tops the field 
and musicals, with last week’s pace 
around $37,000; ‘White Horse Inn,’ 
$29,000; ‘The Eternal Road,’ $27,000; 
‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ $25,000; Fred- 
erika,’ $18,000. 

Early this week business was re- 
ported on the downgrade, but the 
newest success possibility, ‘Having 
Wonderful Time,’ drew strong Mon- 
day patronage. It got around $10,000 
for the first week at the Lyceum, in- 
cluding a postponed preview sellout 
at moderate rates. 

IiIness of Noel Coward caused 
‘Tonight at 8:30’ to suspend this week 
at the National, and postponed the 
premiere of ‘Now You’ve Done It,’ 
Miller, until Friday (5). ‘Stage Door’ 
will go off at the Music Box after 
another week, also because of physi- 
cal disability—Margaret Sullavan's 
expectant motherhood. 

Due next week: ‘Storm Over Pat- 
sy,’ Guild; ‘Arms for Venus,’ Golden; 
‘Candida’ (to alternate with ‘Wing- 
less Victory’), Empire; ‘Sun Kissed,’ 
Little; ‘Driftwood’ (probable), 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (67th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30), Nine performances 
and with extra matinee Washington’s 
Birthday best gross in some time; 
nearly $10,000, 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ Mansfield (8th 
week) (D-1,079-$3.30). Also played 
nine performances and fared very 
well; gross quoted over $10,000. 

‘Brother Rat, Biltmore (12th 
week) (CD-991-$3.30). Plenty of 
coin drawn here; with an extra 
matinee the takings approached the 
$15,000 mark. 


‘Dead End,’ Belasco (7lst week) 
(CD-1,000-$3.30). One of the best 
money-makers in seasons; picked up 
last week: nearly $9,000; should 
stick into late spring. 

Frederika,” Imperial (5th week) 
(O-1,468-$3.85). Excellent matinee 
Graw; business better than generally 
figured with last week’s takings 
around $18,000. 

‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ Morosco (4th 
week) (CD-961-$3.30). Moved up 
somewhat last week, with gross 
around $7,500, but pace not up to 
expectations. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Hudson 
(2a week) (CD-1,094-$3.30). Had 
promising first week, with takings 
around $10,000; included as party 
sell-out at moderate rates. 

‘High Ter,’ Beck (8th week) 
(D-1,214-$3.30). Should run through 
season; though not with dramatic 
leaders, is consistent money-maker; 
last week $15,000 in nine perform- 
ances, 

‘Howdy Stranger,’ 46th St. (8th 
week) (C-1,375-$3.30). Just about 
getting by; + ings approximated 
$4.000 with cut rates figuring. 

‘Masque of Kings,’ Shubert (4th 
week) (D-1,382-$3.30). May double 
subscription period; could do more 
but grosses are substantial; $17,000 
in nine times, 


‘New You’ve Done It,’ Miller (ist 
week)  (C-944-$3.30). | Postponed 
from last week; due to open Friday 
(5); delayed by script changes and 
cast replacement through illness. 

‘Red, Hot and Blue, Alvin (19th 
week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Had eased 
off under $25,000, but with fine holi- 
day matinee start takings equalled 
or bettered than mark. 

‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (11th 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40). No extra 
matinee, but benefited by holiday 
trade and takings for gross leader 
increased to $37,000. 

‘Stage Door,’ Music Box (20th 
week) (C-1,012-$3.30). Moved up to 
$16,000 last week with aid of extra 
holiday matinee; hit will go off next 
week, however. 

‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhousc,’ 
Hudson (1st week) (D-1,017-$3.30). 
Presented by Gilbert Miller; written 
by Barre Lyndon; English melo- 
crama opened Tuesday. 

‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan 

O. H. (9th week) (M-2,780-$4.40). 
Spectacle played nine times last 
week with the gross around $27,000; 
figured better than even break under 
revised operating schedule. 
‘The Wingless Victory,’ Empire 
Giith week) (D-1,099-$3.30). No 
extra performance, but holiday mati- 
nee strong as with all others; tak- 
ings around $15,000. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (10th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Got biggest 
gross of engagement; $23,500 in nine 
performances; new high mark. 

‘Tobacco Road, Forrest (169th 
week)  (D-1,017-$1.65). Approxi- 
mated $9,000 last week in nine per- 





formances; plenty okay; touring 
company in Pittsburgh cleaned up. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ National (15th 
week) (C-1,132-$4.40). Forced to lay 
off this week through illness of Noel 
Coward; over $23,000 last (14th) 
week; due to resume next Monday. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (21st week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Not far from $22,- 
000 mark last week when an extra 
matinee helped up the pace. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (53d week) (D-1,110- 
$3.30). All matinees to capacity and 
night ‘trade big, too; no extra per- 
formance, but takings over $18,000. 

‘White Horse Inn,’ Center (23d 
week) (M-3,321-$3.85),. With holiday 
matinee start, but no extra perform- 
ance, pace moved forward to $29,- 
000; expected to stick into May. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (4th week) (C-878-$3.30), Hit 
around $17,000 last week in nine 
performances: with standees in most 
times no doubt about click. 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ 
Booth (12th week) (C-704-$3.30). 
Played the extra matinee and went 
to $17,000 again; should run a year 
despite out-of-town. company (Chi- 
cago). 

REVIVALS, E's. 

‘King Richard II,’ St. James: amaz- 
ing business last week; got $21,000 
in eight performances. 

‘Marching Song,’ “ayes: 
support of downtown 
fairly good money. 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Music 
Hall; meller with drinks, 

WPA 

Mr. Faustus,’ Elliott: big. 

‘The Sun and I,’ Adelphi; drew 
fair notices. 

‘Power,’ Ritz: also fair mention. 

‘Bassa Moona,’ Daly’s; withdrawn. 


LUNTS GRAB OK 
$23,500 IN HUB 


‘ Boston, March 2, 
Idiot’s Delight’ opened with a 
bang and the Colonial was sold prac- 
tically solid every performance for 
the first week of a two-frame visit 
of the Lunts under auspices of the 
Theatre Guild. One of the biggest 
hits to land in town this season. 

‘Brother Rat’ at the Plymouth is 
doing beaut biz on its own and is 
also getting trade from the Colonial 
overflow. Second week very good, 
with help of extra holiday. 

Walter Hampden comes to the 
Shubert, March 8, in ‘Enemy of the 
People’; the D’Oyly Cartes arrive at 
the Colonial, April 5. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Tdiot’s Delight’ (Colonial; $3.30, Ist 
week). Always a big draw in the 
Hub, Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
found the usual hefty welcome to the 
tune of $23,500 for the opening stanza 
of a two-week date. 

‘Brother Rat’ (Plymouth: $2.75, 
2nd week). Great holiday attraction 
and steady biz getter for the balance 
of the week, taking around $16,500, 
very good. 


groups and 











Frisco Gives Howard 


Nice $18,000, at Exit 


San Francisco, March 2. 

The matrons went gah-gah over 
Leslie Howard, who is quite a fa- 
vorite here, boosting biz consider- 
ably at the Curran theatre where 
Howard concluded a two weeks’ en- 
gagement last Sunday (28). Show 
was to fold on a Saturday, but How- 
ard decided that biz warranted his 
staying on an extra day. 

‘Battle Hymn’ never did very much 
at the Columbia theatre, where it 
closed Saturday (27), but at that the 
biz done the fourth week was the | 
best during the entire run of the 
John Brown play. 





getting | 


|impressions, El 





Estimates for Last Week 
‘Hamlet’ (Curran) (2d week) (1,- 
500; $2.50). Howard did all right by | 
himself here where he took in a nice | 
$18,000 during the second week of 


his engagement, topping previous | 
stanza by one grand. | 
WPA 

‘Battle Hymn’ (Columbia) (4th | 


week) (1,700; 50c.). Although voted | 
the best thing the FTP has done 
here, this one never came close to | 
paying, what with 100 in the cast. | 
Fourth stanza the best of the lot at} 
$3,300. 


Calling B’way’s ‘Bluff’ 


Hollywood, March 2. 

Ernst Toller and Bernice Johnson 
have made arrangements with Guth- 
rie McClintic for the Broadway pro- 
duction of their play ‘Blind Man’s 
Bluff.’ 

Toller currently is screenplaying 
‘Heavenly Sinner’ at Metro, 








Bankhead $10,500, Cincy 


Cincinnati, March 2. 

Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Reflected 
Glory’ was given splendid press sup- 
port last week, enabling the Cox to 
pull approximately $10,500 for a 
winner. Top was $2.75. 

Theatre is dark until March 14, 
when ‘Tobacco Road,’ with Taylor 
Holmes in the lead, returns for a 
week’s engagement. ‘Road’ did bet- 
ter than $9,000 at the Cox early in 
the season, at $1.70 top. 


Jane Cowl L.A.’s 
First Lady for 








$18,000 Take 





Los Angeles, March 2. 
Jane Cowl wound up highly profit- 
able 10 day stay at the Biltmore (27) 
with house dark until (7) when Ruth 
Draper comes in for a week of her 
Capitan 


Coast production of ‘Boy Meets Girl. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘First Lady,’ Biltmore, (C-1.656; 

$2.75) (2nd-final week). Smash draw 


brought nifty $18,000 on second 
stanza (six days) which plenty 
profitable, Matinee trade was turn- 
away. 


WPA 

‘House of Connelly,’ Mayan. Social 
drama of the Old South, authored by 
Paul Green, got away (26) to cus- 
tomary slow start, but with prospects 
of building. 

‘Roaring Girl,’ Hollywood Play- 
house. After couple of weeks down- 
town this story of newspaper life by 
John C. Moffitt moved to Hollywood 
for what looks like prosperous stay. 

‘Revue of Reviews,’ Mason. Trans- 
ferred downtown after long stay at 
Hollywood Playhouse and is ticketed 
until (21). 

‘Wisdom Tooth,’ Musart. Comedy 
by Marc Connelly debuts (4). 


‘PREJUDICE’ 106 





0.K. FOR WASH. 





Washington, March 2. 
Fact that ‘Pride and Prejudice’ 
opened here year ago didn’t prevent 
show from winding up road tour at 
National Saturday (27) with approxi- 


mately $10,000, couple of thousand | 


over expectations. Critics made few 
comparisons to original leads, even 
giving road group edge in some re- 
spects. Scenery was donated to 
Washington Civic theatre, local co-op 
am crowd, by Max Gordon. Deal 
was arranged by Carter Barron, lo- 
cal Loew boss, MGM having interest 
in show. 

‘Mulatto’ disappointed at Belasco, 
although fears that cops would inter- 
fere groundless, Theatre insists not 
a line was changed, Debate over 
mixed cast and race angles figured 
to create interest, but Cap is far 
enough south so that interest and 
prejudice about cancelled each other, 
leaving it just a roadshow version 
of a Broadway play. 

‘Storm Over Patsy’ makes U. S. 
bow as Guild offering at National 
this week, with ‘On Your Toes’ to 
follow. Belasco now has ‘Night of 
January 16,’ with ‘Parnell’ next. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Pride and Prejudice’ (National: 
$1.65). Opened here year ago and 
wound up road tour Saturday (27) 
with $10,000. 

‘Mulatto’ (Belasco; $2.00). Stirred 
up plenty talk but couldn't better 


| $5,500. 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Edith Atwater, Richard 
‘Masque of Kings. 

Frank Gabrielson, Lowden Adams, 
‘His Excellency.’ 

Russell Hardie, ‘Sun Kissed.’ 

Hortense Alden, 
‘Arms for Venus.’ 

Selena Royle, Lois Wilson, 


Hale, 


| well Summer.’ 


Edgar Nelson, Jack Irwin, Charles 
Ryder, Junior Beylin, Ruth Holden, 
Adele Klaer, Leon Stern, Clarence 
Chase, Barry Mahool, Waltei Armin, 
Carmen Lewis, Gloria Pierre, ‘Onct 
Upon a Time.’ 

Valerie Cossart, Louis Hector, 
Clement O’Loghlen, Francis Pierlot, 
Jack Byrne, Kendall Clark, Jack 
Burley, Herbert Standing. Farrell 
Pedley, ‘Storm Over Patsy.’ 

Francis de Sales, ‘Dead End.’ 

Alan Davis, Walter Klavun, ‘Arms 
for Venus.’ 

James Kirkwood, Catherine War- 
ren, ‘Driftwood.’ 

Ruth Weston, 
mans.’ 

Vinnie Phillips, ‘Tobacco Road.’ 


Friends and Ro- 





relights | 
about same time with Henry Duffy’s | 


Felton Bickley, 


‘Fare- | 


Loop Biz Booms, 


Can't Take It 


«Lifts to 317,000 Follies’ $25,000 





‘Dead End’ Gets $12,200 
At Ford’s, Baltimore 


Baltimore, March 1. 

Very nice going for ‘Dead End’ at 
Ford’s. Coming in after a socko sell- 
out for the four-day engagement of 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ at a $3.33 top, road 
show company of the Bel Geddes- 
Kingsley hit rang up a splendid $13,- 
800 at a popular-priced scale from 
$2.22. Had ’em coming in good style 
for every show, 

Looks like town will go dark for 





next few weeks with no advance 
bookings mentioned except Kath- 


arine Hepburn’'s ‘Jane Ayre,’ week 
of March 29, and Jane Cow] in ‘First 
Lady,’ May 3, both at Ford’s. No 
word at all from indie booked Mary- 
land, town’s other legit house. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Dead End’ (Ford’s) (1,988: $2.22). 
Good reception from crix had them 
|; coming right from blowoff Washing- 
ton’s Birthday matinee, and main- 
tained healthy pace throughout en- 
tire week to swell $12,200. 





PHILLY BIZ OFF: 


———__ 


Philadelphia, March 2. 
Still no signs of any more legit 
| biz this spring here in Philly al- 
though, even in recent poor seasons, 
there have been bookings up to May. 

The return engagement of ‘The 
Great Waltz’ (two weeks) starting 
next Monday (8) at the Forrest re- 
mains the last show now on the 
calendar, 

Chestnut has Walter Hampden’s 
‘Enemy of the People’ this week but 
then gets roadshow pic, ‘Lost Hori- 
zon,’ and may not get any more 
show bookings. Erlanger has a re- 
ligious film and not any prospects 
beyond. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Ghosts,’ Chestnut (1,500; $2). One 
week only. Last year Nazimova did 
a whale of a biz in this Ibsen revival. 
She was okay with ‘Hedda Gabler’ 
last fall. No dice this time, how- 
ever, with a scant $5,500. 

‘On Your Toes,’ Forrest (1,800; 
$2.50) (Ist week). Rave notices but 
biz was very rocky in downstairs sec- 
tions. $20,000 claimed, Staying this 
week, 


New 6th Ave. 


(Continued from page 1) 

















transportation systems, this is one 
factor in the favor of Broadway. 
Time required to build up name of 
the avenue as a theatrical district, 
its narrow breadth and unwilling- 
ness of managers, producers, et al, 
to alter their already established 
positions, are other reasons why 
burghers do not see an amusement 
future for the street after its face- 
lifting. Feeling is that shoppers will 
| be near enough to the theatrical dis- 
| trict to be sufficiently attracted to 
take the one block hike. 

Cognizance of the financial condi- 
tion of the Hippodrome, which has 
tried an assortment of theatricals and 
amusements, is also lending much 
| doubt of theatrical success to any 
| opposition to Broadway or attempts 
to move it east. Exception to this, 
| of course, is Radio City. Latter is a 
development and not considered just 
a single site that is hoping to get by 
It has the support of the Rockefeller 
family, is an internationally known 
lure for rubbernecks, and has tre- 
|mendous business enterprises 
| offices contained within its 
block tract. 





ana 
ana 





Poor Vaude 








| (Continued from page 1) 


| es 
a split-weel. policy as has the 
Majestic, Paterson, N. J. Bronx 
theatre, nee Bronx Opera House, is 
|offering a three split-weeks of two, 
'two and three days. Harlem Opera 
| House has a two-day weekend. Other 


nabe houses with one-night amateur | 


{policy are the Chaloner and Par! 
|Lane in Manhattan; the Albee, Fox, 
| Granada, Tivoli, Walker and Ridge- 
{wood in Brooklyn. and the Conress, 


Fleetwood and Parkway in the 
| Bronx. 

Although classed as amateur, 
shows are more frequently com- 





ra 


+ 


TOES’ $20,000 


three- | 





Town still waiting for some ne 
plays. ‘You Can’t Take It With Yow 
is now a solid run hit, and is selling 
ducats six weeks in advance. D’Oyly 
Carte Gilbert & Sullivan troupe, 
scheduled to depart March 6 are 
holding off until March 11. However, 
| Ziegfeld Follies,’ originally figured 
to March 20, will cail it a run on 
March 13, Show had a_ beautiful 
stay of it, with beaucoup profits at 
near capacity for the greater part of 
its local sojourn. 

Long-runner of the loop continues 
to be ‘Leaning on Letty,’ now in its 
15th session, and slated to stick an- 
other month or so without any diffi- 
culty. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75) (15th week). Holding to near- 
ly $11,000. Had a great Washington’s 
Birthday session. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (4th week). Up 
in the bucks and selling tickets far 
ahead into April. Grossed $17,000 in 
10 performances last week, mighty. 
‘Ziegfeld Follies,” Grand (1,300; 
| $3.85) (9th week), Siated to leave on 
March 13, Had a high-money run 
here, and first show in years to get 
$3.85 top. Touched $25,000 last week, 
good, 


Chicago, March 7 





Other Attractions 
D’Oyly Carte Gilbert and Sullivan~ 
| Rep. Erlanger. 


(1,400; $2.75) (4th 
week). Will hold here for five weeks 
to March 13, Nifty last week at 
$13,000, 

WPA 


‘In the Good Old Summertime,’ 
Blackstone. Not strong. 

‘O, Say Can You Sing?’, Great 
Northern. Bang-up publicity helping 
this one into long run and good coin, 





TOBACCO ROAD’ 
$17,500 WOW 
IN PITT 


, Pittsburgh, March 2. 
The Nixon is still trying to get af 
a 





breath after the whirlwind th 
passed through last week in the for 
of ‘Tobacco Road.’ Legit house ha 
never seen anything like it, playin 
to SRO at every performance an 
grabbing off $17,500 at $1.50 top. A 
that scale, take is the most sensatione 
al attraction site has had in years, 
and show could have stayed on in- 
definitely at handsome profit. They 
were still clamoring for tix the last 
day. Almost $4,500 was the take for 
Saturday’s two performances. 

That sort of biz is all the more 
amazing in view of fact that ‘Road’ 
played here for three weeks only a 
year ago. Top then was $2.85, and 
piece did close to $45,000 on the run 
and was believed to have squeezed 
itself dry then. Tip-off came early 
when show opened with a Monday 
matinee on Washington's Birthday, 
first time Nixon has ever done this, 
and they were standing. A couple 
of cricks, bent on getting a daytime 
glimpse and figuring on snatching a 
seat at random, neglected to inform 
the management and had to see it on 
their feet. Throughout entire week 
house had 67 extra seats in orchestra 
pit, and they went clean, as well as 
all the boxes, which usually go un- 
occupied, 

House now admits it made a mis- 
take in not booking ‘Road’ in origi- 
nally for a run, but not even the 
most optimistic hired hand gave it 
an outside chance of 15 grand. 
Everybody would have been well 
satisfied with half that gross. Nixon 
has another repeat, ‘Great Waltz,’ 
current, with still a third, ‘Boy Meets 
Girl,” coming in next week, and 
everybody’s hoping the ‘Road’ fever 
for second visits may be contagious. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road’ (Nixon: 2.100; 
| $1.71 )—Gawega cracker comedy, after 
| three sensational weeks last season, 
came back to tear house records 
wide open again, getting $17,500 at 
lowest top of year for eight per- 
formances. Show went clean that 
many times, excepting just a few 
57¢c seats in gallery and including 67 
extra chairs in ork pit and every 
one of the boxes. Could have stayed 
on indefinitely. 








‘FROG’ IN CAPETOWN 


Capetown, Feb. 5. 
Edgar Wallace’s ‘The Frog’ is bes 
| ing presented at the Empire theatre, 
| Johannesburg, by an Australian co, 
Judy Kelly, Aussie film star, is 
| heading the cast. 


—— 
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Shakeup on N. Y. Journal 

In a shakeup among forces work- 
ing on neighborhood and suburban 
editions of the Evening Journal, 
N. Y., around 20 people have been 
dropped. Those out do not include 
any of the advertising men working 
on the Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens 
editions, 





Ben Leider Killed in Spain 

Ben Leider, 36, a founder of the 
Newspaper Guild of New York, was 
killed in combat near Valencia, as 
a flyer for the Spanish Popular 
Front, on Feb. 19, it was revealed in 
New York this week. He had been | 
with the Spanish Government 


forces since last September. etails | 


of his death have not yet reached 
this country. 

He was the owner of his own 
plane, having begun flying in 1930, 


and is said ta have been one of the | * 


first flying reporters. He was also 
said to be the first to picket from the 
air, and in 1934 rolled and looped 
above the incoming Aquitania to 
picket an incoming publisher. He 
had worked for several New York 
newspapers and also for the City 
News Association. 

A widow, both parents and five 
brothers survive him. 





Fiction Contest Starts 

Little, Brown and the Atlantic 
Monthly Press are jointly offering a 
$10,000 prize for the most interest- 
ing unpublished work of fiction be- 
tween 50,000 and 200,000 words sub- 
mitted to them before Feb. 1, 1938. 
There will be $5,000 awarded as an 
outright prize, and $5,000 as an ad- 
vance on royalties. Prize money is 
for book rights only. 





N. ¥. Times Sports Editor Dies 

Capt. Bernard William St.* Denis 
Thompson, 63, sports editor of the 
New York Times since 1915, died of 
pneumonia on February 26 in St. 
Luke’s hospital, N. Y., after an ill- 
ness of less than three days. 

Born in Point Fortune, Quebec, 
he was the son of a well known 
Canadian- newspaperman.- -He was 
trained at the Harvard Law School, 
but preferred newspaper work and 
became a staff writer for the old 
Chicago Record-Herald. He was 
Sunday editor of the N. Y. Sun when 
that publication had also a morning 
paper, and, after two years there, 
joined the Times, becoming sports 
editor in December, 1915. 

Under his direction the sports de- 
partment of the Times grew from a 
staff of six writers to 46 and from 
12 columns of space to its present 
size. He fostered the growth of the 
specialist system, having sports cov- 
ered by men who were experts. 
Throughout his career, however, he 
kept himself in the background and 
was little known to the general 
public. 

His wife and a son survive him. 





Nan O'Reilly Dies in Hospital 

Nan O'Reilly, 41, golf editor of the 
Evening Journal, N. Y., died in the 
Doctors hospital, on Feb. 27, after a 
two days’ illness from an intestinal 
ailment complicated by a weak 
heart. She had been in newspaper 
work continuously for 21 years, and 
during her career had worked for 
every paper published in New York. 
Since 1929 she conducted a daily 
golf column for the Journal and was 
believed to have been the only 
woman to do so. 

Miss O’Reilly was co-author, with 
Rupert Darrell, of a play titled 
‘Four o’Clock,’ produced in 1933. She 
is survived by her husband, Silas C. 
Newton, an oil company official and 
high ranking golfer. Also surviving 
are her mother, eight sisters and 
three brothers. 


Maz Maintains Democracy 


Fre2 America is a new monthly 
magazine published by the New 
York Distributist Group. Editors 
are Herbert Azar, of the Louisville 
Courier-Journal; Ralph_ Borsodi, 
Bertram B. Fowler, Katherine Gauss 
Jackson, Chard Smith and Chauncey 
Stillman. Georges F. Havell is man- 
aging editor, and Chauncey Stillman 
is president of the organization, 
which has its headquarters in New 
York Cit:-. Mag is pledged to main- 
tain ‘economic democracy.’ 





L. A. News Guild Set 

Officers of the Los Angeles Chap- 
ter, American Newspaper Guild, 
were installed on Feb. 20. Morgan 
Hull, national organizer, presented 
the charter at a party held at the 
home of Edward Everett Horton. 
Chapter has 150 members. 


Officers are: Roger John&on, pres- | 
ident; Ted LeBerthon, Norman Ja- | 


coby, George Rogan, vice-presidents; 
Tom Cullen, secretary, and Frank 


‘Mittauer, treasurer. 


White House Correspondents Dine 

With Presiderit Roosevelt, his cab- 
inet, foreign diplomats, and numer- 
ous politicians looking on, White 
House Correspondents Association 
installed new officers Saturday (27) 
at annual no-speech dinner in Wash- 
ington. 

Group which will steer relations 
between Capital press corps and the | 
White House includes Walter Trohan, | 
Chicago Tribune, president; Earl | 
Godwin, Washington Times, vice- | 
president; Robert Henderson, Cen- | 
tral News, secretary-treasurer, and 
John O’Donnell, New York News; 
John O’Brien, New York Herald Tri- 
i and Harold Oliver, Associated 
Press, executive committeemen. 
Entertainment for the feast was 
provided by Columbia Broadcasting 
System with Bob Trout, web’s Pres- 
| idential announcer, emceeing. Talent 
shipped down from New York in- 
cluded Mark Warnow’s orchestra; 
Patti Chapin, Lanny Ross, Red Dust, 
a dog act; Three Speeds, skating act; 
Dorothy Young, dancer; and Signor 
Wences, ventriloquist. 











| 
Store Plays Host at Tea 
Frances Parkinson Keyes, author | 
of ‘Honor Bright,’ was given a re- 
ception and tea last week in N. Y. 
by Arnold Constable and Co., which 
firm is mentioned in the book. Store 
does not have a bookshop, however, 
jand claimed the tie-up was unique 
as it was in honor of an author’s 
work and her family’s shopping tra- 
ditions. Both the author’s mother | 
and grandmother were customers of 
the firm in the last century. Pro- | 
ceeds from the sale of books went to 
the flood relief fund. 
One guest, Mrs. Honor Bright Al- 

len, daughter of a former Lt. Gov- | 
ernor of New Jersey, whose maiden 
name was the same as the leading | 
character in the novel, met the 
author there for the first time. 





Boddy’s New L. A. Weekly | 
New weekly publication devoted to 
Southern California has been an- | 
nounced by Manchester 
owner of the L. A. Illustrated Daily | 
News and the L. A. Evening News. 
Ken Frogley, radio head of Boddy’s | 
tabs, has been named editor. Jim 





turns to the paper at the head of 
the radio department. Ray Buffum 
deserts the KFWB publicity staff to | 
take over Harper’s spot in the Rob- 
ert Taplinger publicity department. 
No name has been selected for the 
paper, but it will be patterned after 
the format of the other Boddy | 
sheets. No attempt at news cov- | 
erage will be made beyond the 10 
Southern California counties. 


| 





Pen and Pencil Officers Elected 

Edward S. Bowman has _ been 
named president of the Pen and Pen- 
cil Club in Philadelphia. Other of- | 
ficers elected for coming year are 
Thomas P. O'Neil, vice president; 
John J. Kerrans, treasurer, and Wil- 
liam D. Long, secretary. Elected to) 
board of directors were Thomas P. 
O’Malley, Guy C. Morris, Joseph J. | 
Curran, Raymond A. Goldsmith, and 

David F. A. Mason. | 

The club, founded by newspaper- | 
men in 1891, has recently been on the | 
chute. Sheriff took Spruce Street 
clubhouse two years ago. Attempt 
now being made to revive the organ- 
ization, and clubrooms have been 
opened in Hotel Walton. 











Modern Age Books for Ne-ws-stands 


fiction for _ distribution through | 
nows-stands. Books will be priced | 
at from 25 to 50 cénts per copy and) 
aim for circulation of at least 50,900. 


Richard S. Childs, Louis P. Birk, | 
Samuel Craig and Arthur Pound. | 
Latter was formerly with Macmil- | 


act as editor. 
in N. Y. 


Headquarters will be 





Utely Book Banned in Japan 
Branded as_ unfriendly, Freda 


published by Faber & Faber, Lon- 
don, has been banned by the home 
office in Tokyo, Japan. Book is based 


thor was in Japan in 1929 writing 
‘Lancashire and the Far East,’ a 


Film Fun, American fan mag, has 
also been permanently banned, be- 
cause of its pictures. 








And No Wonder 


| ineland, no longer handle Caval- 
cade, a weekly publication which has 
devoted a good deal of space to rather 


frank discussions of the Duke of | 


Windsor and Mrs. Simpson. 
| No official explanation. 


|appendix operation. 
j;ardson took over the struggling four 


Boddy, lhis 


Harper, former aide to Frogley, re- | 


Modern Age Books, Inc., is a re-| 
cently formed firm which will pub- | 
lish a list of both fietion and non-| 


Those associated in the venture are | 


lan’s text book department and will | 


Utely’s book, ‘Japan’s Feet of Clay,’?} 


on material gathered while the au- | 


trent’se on the cotton industry there. | 


W. S. Smith & Son, largest dis- | 
\ributors of papers and magazines in | 


Trailer Mags Bloom in U. S. 

Automobile trailers have brought 
in their wake a special literature 
and are opening up new writing 
fields and markets. There are al- 
ready three magazines out for those 
who keep house on wheels and at 
least two publishers are putting out 
books on the subject. 

First of these is titled “Touring 
With Tent and Trailer’ by Winfield 
Kimball and Maurice A. Decker. 


|Another by the same authors is 


titled ‘The Trailer for Pleasure and 
Business’ and is due out in April. 

Coward. McCann has _ published 
Trailers’ by Freeman March on 
Feb. 25. Book tells how to choose 
a trailer, what it should cost anc 
contains a complete list of camps 
ind a digest of state laws affecting 
trailers. 

The three mags are Trailer Travel, 
Western Trailer Trails and Trailer 
Caravan. Trailer Travel is com- 
bined with Trailer Life and is edited 
by Robert Hale Dixon in Chicago. 
It gives information on where to 
lcamp, ete. Western Trailer Trails is 
edited in San Francisco and Trailer 
Caravan is published in Detroit. 
| There is also a monthly supplement 
ito the Automotive Daily News known 


|as Trailer Trade published in New 
| York. 


Des Moines Register and Tribune 
recently sent a reporter to Florida 
for a month on a trip with his wife 
in a trailer called ‘Good News Jr.’ 
to give daily reports on life in a land 
yacht. 

J. N. Darling (Ding) bought a 


itrailer and started doing a daily 
itrailer travelogue titled ‘The Cruise 


of the Bouncing Betsy,’ which was 
sold through the Herald-Tribune 
syndicate to about a dozen papers. 





Jefferson Richardson Dies 
Jefferson F. Richardson. 75, for 


|many years publisher of The Green- 
ville (S. C.) News, died in Green- 
ville, S. C., Feb. 22, following an 


In 1880, Rich- 


six-column-page paper and under 
guidance the Greenville News 


|grew steadily, joining the Associated 


Press in 1886 and later becoming one 


lof the south’s foremost morning 


sheets. 
At his death Richardson was in the 


|\textile supply business. 





Fisher’s Pro-Spain Spieling 
Louis Fisher, back from five 
months of covering the civil strife in 
Spain for Nation mag and handful 


'of newspapers, is on lecture tour try- 


ing, in his platform purrs, to win 
U. S. sympathy for cause of the 
|Loyalists now defending Madrid. 

Fact that Fisher is so openly ad- 
mitting he’s making his stump tour 
in interests of the Spanish socialistic 
government has created theories in 
many quarters that Madrid is bank- 
rolling his U. S. trek. 





Chi Guil@ Grinding 

American Newspaper Guild is be- 
|ginning some real organization ac- 
| tivities in Chicago and is busy rus- 
\tling up memberships. 

Guild is also getting ready to gird 
for a campaign on the Chicago Daily 
Times, tab, and will wrangle for a 


| basic wage and hours setup for the 


| newsmen on that paper. Figures that 
ithe tab Times is particularly ripe 
for the battle, and prefers to start 
|against it, rather than the more es- 
|tablished papers. 





Fred Feldkamp Joins Fawcett 

Fred J. Feldkamp, book critic for 
Today, recently merged with News- 
weclh, has gone over to Fawcett pub- 
lications as editor of ‘For Men Only,’ 
Most of the Today editorial staff has 
| been absorbed by Newsweek, with 
11 out of 16 taken on following the 
| merger. 


| 
Two Out in Harlem 
| Obie McCollum, managing editor 
| of the Amsterdam News, Harlem 
newspaper, was discharged last week 
allesedly for insubordination. Roi 
Ottley, sports writer and drama 
| critic, was also let out at the same 
time. Newspaper Guild will contest 
| both firings. 








Ziffren on Pic Deal 

Lester Ziffren, United Press for- 
|eign correspondent, who hustled out 
of Madrid because of alleged insur- 
gent threats, is in Hollywood talking 
|picture writing deals. Zifiren re- 
lcently sold to Esquire and Current 
History mags some Spanish revolu- 
} tion yarns. 





California Publisher Killed 

Ralph Therrien, 42, publisher of 
the Imperial California Enterprise, 
was killed on Feb. 28 when his car 
collided with another on desert. The 
driver of the other car was also 
killed and another not expected to 
live. 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending Feb. 27, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc, 
Fiction 
‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00) ...........+++++-By Margaret Mitchell 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50) ..........+2.+.-By W. D. Edmonds 





"Yane and Yin’ (93.50). ccs ccscececesss +eeeeeeee By Alice T. Hobart 
"The Sisters’ ($2.50) ....cece becdvvcccccerecccetees BY Myron Brinig 
‘Late George Apley’ ($2.50) .....+..eeseeeeeeeeeeby JOHN Marquand 
‘Honeyball Farm’ ($2.00) ......e.see. ch adtieebe sneer Mee me Dele 
: Non-Fiction 
Mow to Win. Friends (6600) - ics cscs ck 63 vind .....By Dale Carnegie 
‘Nine Old Men’ ($2.50) ........ By Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 
‘An American Doctor's Odyssey’ ($3.50)......By Dr. Victor G. Heiser 
‘The Hundred Years’ ($3.00) ....ccccoce seeeeeee- BY Philip Guedella 
‘Live Alone and Like It’ Ee 6. does sc0esadadavan By Marjorie Hillis 
Dancer ot Larse (Gates ieee ies ctaesaeeace cis By Francis Yeats Brown 











CHATTER thea Brande’s ‘Wake Up and Live’ 


John Macrae back from Europe. | a been — Negotiations are 
d : ; .., | under wa r ¢ é iti 

Leslie Merrick back in Paris with | y for a Jap anese edition. 

| The book is now published > 

her father in nine 
Ballvh : bh a | languages. 
yhoo has put out a parody on ‘ , 

mer P P : Scribner’s starts an American 


Digest mags. | Painters series in the March issue 
Artists Union to have a benefit on| with reproductions of outstanding 
March 14 in N. Y. American painters in a six- color 
Bill McCleery, of the A. P., va- | Viennese process never before used 
rationing in Florida. in the U. S. 


Dr. Arnold Genthe has returned to Phillip M. Chancellor, who has 
N. Y. from Los Angeles. }a personal experience yarn in the 

Max Miller in Southern California ;March number of Outdoor  Liie 
working on his first novel. about hunting goats on Catalina 

Bret Harte’s ‘Luck of Roaring | {12nd is a ) pier color pho- 
Camp’ to be filmed by Monogram erage Se CRpwerer. 

Marion Nicholl Rawson in Vir- oe al tha Wee aon tan Pong 
ini llecting materiz , Abe , =o In 
nan’ collecting material for a new Philadelphia last week. Other offi- 

ae cers named at the annual meeting 
Picture rights to Myron Brinig’s| were Thomas P. O’Neil vice-presi- 
‘The Sisters’ have been sold to} dent; John J. Keirans, treasurer, and 
Warner's . William D. Long; secretary. 

Archie Binns new novel, ‘The Look, the picture mag, has been 
Laurels Are Cut Down,’ postponed| panned in Germany until further 
until April 15. notice. Editors believe story of 

Jim t‘eid, of Harcourt Brace, back | Goering’s life and rise to power of- 
from a two months’ 10,000 mile trip | fended censors. Judge was also re- 
around the country. cently banned in Germany until 

Elizabeth Curtiss’s first book. a | further notice because of its special 
mystery titled ‘Nine Doctors and a| Jewish number. 

Madman,’ ou* this week. 


Bice Clemow, news editor of Edi- | 
tor and Publisher, will join the 
A. P.’s newsphoto department this 
month. 

Donald B. Chidsey travelling in 
the South Pacific and working on aj}. : 
new novel he expects to finish in industry moguls and trade associa- 
the spring. tion experts are still striving to find 

Club, founded by newspapermen the answer. 
in 1891, once boasted 900 members,| A few questions they ask in seek- 
including some of the biggest names | ing the solution to the present legis- 
in writing and the stage. lative onslaught include every phase 

B. M. (Beatrice Mathieu), for-|of the problem. They are wondering 
merly Paris fashion reporter of the|if it is due to general legislative un- 
New Yorker, now associated with|rest following the depression; com- 
the publisher’s office in New York.|parabie to the current outbreak of 

Elected to the board of directors | strikes, which are known to industry 
were Thomas P. O’Malley, Guy C.|!as ‘growing pains,’ indicative of a re- 
Morris, Joseph J. Curran, Raymond |turn to properity. In this regards, 
A. Goldsmith and David F. A.|some film observers realize that 
Mason. every legislator believes that he has 

Charlie May Simon in Mexico;some panacea for every problem. 
with her husband, where they will] Others ask if it is traceable to the 
stay until next summer. She is] general epidemic of government in- 
working ~n a book for juves about! terference in biz. Some feel that it 
Mexico. possibly is an aftermath of prohibi- 

Barry Benefield, author of ‘Valiant | tion, reflecting the quest of the re- 
Is the Word for Carrie,’ visiting |former attempting to find a new 
Texas, his native state. He is work- | source of livelihood. 
ing on a new novel, which is due Just a Habit? 


om in the tall. Still others believe that it may be 


Morton Thompson, columnist on th h of utied entarec! 
the Hollywood Citizen-News, and un- e growth of undivided en esprise 
on the part of people now looking at 


til recently on the N. Y. Journal, has te Sten tient ith é : 
returned to the Coast to talk story ree usiness wit longing eyes 
on the boxoffice in hopes that any- 


terms with Metro. ‘ : << 3 ‘ 
George Bagby, author of three thing which will interrupt the status 


murder mysteries and creator of the Soo permit them to crash en 
character Inspector Schmidt. has Some industry executives believe 
finished another titled ‘Murder Half the ws. o wrapped up in the 
Baked,’ due out in April. outstanding fact that the Govern- 
William Hawkins, chairman of the ment, nationally, by states, and 
board of Scripps-Howard news- locally, is tax-hungry. 
papers, and Robert P. Scripps, at-| One major legal light summed up 
tended the running of the Santa|the situation by saying that it was 
Anita Handicap on the Coast. simply an expression of the spirit 
The Tucson (Ariz.) Daily Star | of the times, the feeling of numer- 
published a special edition last | US legislative solons that they must 
month to merk the 13th annual | reform simply because it is the thing 
rodeo. Edition went to eight sec-|to do. He felt that the industry had 
tions and contained 118 pages. clean hands currently but that it was 
French and Italian rights to Doro- | being singled out, apparently, be- 
cause some legislators may feel that 
it must fall in line with current be- 











Lawmakers 











(Continued from page 5) 








Malraux Lecture March 11 liefs. 
Andre Malraux, who arrived here , : ; 
from Paris last week, will give his Another attributed the legislative 
first public lecture on March 11 at upheaval which has attempted to 
Mecca Temple in N. Y., under the | ™@ke th® Picture business the goat, 
auspices of the North American | 2S °nly part of the New Deal pro- 

Committee to aid Spanish Democra- | ®™@™- 
cy. He has been leading the Inter- Others on legal staffs of important 
national Air Squadron in defense of | film companies expressed the belief 
Madrid. that the urgent need for money by 
; sine both state and national governmental 
Vincent Connelly Dies bodies primarily was back of the 
Vincent T. Connelly, 69, formerly | Current campaign to lambast the pic- 
night city editor of the N. Y. Eve-| ture biz. 
ning Journal, died in Jersey City on Attitude of certain industry spokes- 
Feb. 27. Death was caused by aj|men is that the picture business al- 
heart attack. Connelly had worked | ways has played ball all down the 
on the Jersey Observer, the Wall St.| line with the legislators, and has 
Journal and for the Standard News | paid its full share of tax bills. And 
Association. even with all this, it had remained 





Surviving are his widow, one son|as the one constructive medium o* 





and two sisters. 


entertainment and news. 
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Met Opera Plans 
At Least 16 Week 
Season Next Year 


Met Opera board of directors is 
planning to extend season in New 








York longer than the 14-week stands | 


made this year and last. At least 16 
stanzas will be sung during the ’37- 
'88 season, according to present indi- 
cations. The very good biz the Met 
has had this year, and the renewed 
out-of-town interest in operas 
prompted the Met’s move. Spring 
tour of troupe will this year be long- 


er than any in years, and guaranteed | 


against loss in all towns touched. 


Met hasn't, in regular season, €X- | , counting suit brought against him 
| by Harry Hollander, agent, be tossed 


sometimes slapped on, had as many | was denied Feb. 26, by N. Y. Su-| 


clusive of the light-opera extensions 


as 16 weeks in N. Y. since 1930. 

The Met season closes April 19 
with a one-nite stand at Rochester, 
N. Y., dropping final asbestos on out- 
fit’s 36-37 year. 
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Miss Monath Injured, 
But Plays at Concert 


Hortense Monath, pianist, who was 
smashed up in a taxicab accident in 
Brooklyn last Saturday (27) and 
was knocked wnconscious, receiving 
a deep cut in the head and a swollen 
hand, nevertheless appeared at Town 
Hall concert, the next day, for her 
scheduled appearance for the New 
Friends of Music, 


Audience was unaware of her ac- 


cident as she played the two sched- 
uled numbers, 








‘Thibault Claims 


Hollander Debt 
Was Paid in Full 


Conrad Thibault’s request that the 





| preme Court Justice Joseph M. Cal- 


| lahan. 


1A Causes Symph’s | 





Lynchburg, March 2. 

Local IATSE has blacklisted the 
auditorium of Randolph-Macon Wo- 
man’s College, swank Methodist 
school here, because President Theo- 
dore Jack declined to hire union 
stagehands for the performance of | 
the National Symphony Orchestra, | 
scheduled for March 6. Orchestra, | 
whose members are affiliated with 
the AFL, has cancelled out on a ‘road 
call’ issued by Svcretary Michael J. 
Day, Lynchburg IATSE head. 

College gave out statement in 
which it declared that the only need 
for a stagehand would have been ‘to 
turn on lights in the auditorium and 
to arrange chairs on the stage. To 
this demand the college officials were 
not willing to yield, and as a result, 
the appearance of the orchestra has 
been »nrevented by action of the na- 
tional officers of the union.’ 

While admitting the college’s con- 
tention that its musical attractions 
are of educational value and chiefly 
for the benefit of the students, Day 
declared that tickets are sold to the 
public by the college, and hence the 
events should be regarded as regular 
theatrical attractions. He denied the 
charge that the union attempts to 
spread work by putting on more help 
than is actually needed. 

He also announced that the Audi- | 
torium theatre, where downtown | 
concerts are given, is also on the 
‘unfair list.’ 


Milwaukee May Try | 
Pep Outdoor Operas 


Milwaukee, March 2. 

Milwaukee this summer may see 
opera under the stars at prices rang- 
ing 25 cents to 75 cents 
ent plans of Rowland Douglas, head- | 
ing a group of Milwaukee and Chi- 
cage music lovers, materialize. 

Douglas resigned his post of man- | 
ager of the Fox-Wisconsin theatre, | 
ace film house of city, to devote 
all his time to promote the under- | 
taking which will probably see the | 
erection in Milwaukee county of a) 
huge ampitheatre with a seating ca- 





Plaintiff claims singer failed 
to pay him for his services as busi- 
ness rep. 

In his suit Hollander charges he 
and Thibault entered a 
agreement in February, 1932, under 
which he was to get 20% cut on Thi- 
bault’s gross earnings. Not only did 
the singer hold out on him, Hollan- 
der avers, but he also violated the 


| agreement by accepting engagements 


| other than those arranged by the 
agent. 
Thibault answers the action by 


if pres- | 


pacity of more than 5,000. | 


Outdoor theatre will resemble a 
huge saucer with a 90x200 curtain- 
less stage. 





‘Purim’ World Premiere 


Vienna, Feb. 19. 

‘Purim’ opera in three acts, had 
its world premiere in the Jewish 
Cultural theatre here. Music by H. 
Waghalter, formerly the orchestra 
leader of the Charlottenburg-Berlin 
State opera, who lost his job soon 
after the political zshanges in Cer- 
many. 

Story of Ahasver, Haman, Esther 
and Maedochai written by young 
Austrian Alfred Werner. Entire per- 
formance praiseworthy. 





Utah Has WPA Sinfonetta 
Salt Lake City, March 2. 

Utah has dubbed its Works Prog- 
ress Administration-supported  or- 
chestra as the ‘Utah State Sinfon- 
etta.’ 

Under leadership of Reginald | 
Beales. state director, 26-piece out- | 
fit will present 20 recitals in Salt | 
Lake City during summer months. 


{ 
! 
| 


| it fine for her to sing English. 


stating that the original agreement 
with Hollander was revised twice 
and that he was paid in full. 





Clandestine Marriage 


Opera in two acts (four scenes) presented 






by Metropolitan Opera House, N. Y., Feb. 
25, ‘S37; Italian libretto, Giovanni Bertati;: 
based on David Garrick’s play of same 
name; Bnglish version, Reginald Gatty, 
Albert Stoessel:; music, Domenico Cima- 
rosa; conductor, Ettore Panizza; seis, Jonel 
Jorgulesco; $7.70 top. 

Geronimo. ..eces cowesscess. Louie BD’Angelo 
ths 6 ttaeteseebenaee Natalie Bodanya 
Caroline. cccccvvccccccs Muriel Dicksen 
PIGS. « «000000000000 ----iIrra Petina 
Count Robinson...e. ecccceccse Julius Tluefin 
POOLING . 1200 00 00 00 00000009 00+ George Rasely | 


Met is on the right track here, but 
the wrong train. There is no longer 
any doubt that what the Met needs 
is more opera in English. With a tal- 
ent staff now pretty well studded by 
folk who know what good diction 
is, and with several experiments 
along this line tucked away and 
proven okay, there remains no ques- 
tion that opera can be sung in Eng- 
lish and—more to the point—can be 
understood and enjoyed in English. 


The current work was written by 
Cimorosa 145 years ago and is pro- 
duced at the Met now for the first 
time. It doesn’t really belong as 
opera, but as an experiment or nov- 
elty it is perhaps welcome. It is 
sung in English, sung well, and en- 
joyable. It’s fault is that it is too 
slight and unimportant for inclusion 
in the regular Met repertoire. Thus. 
with a program full of heavier and 
more important (musically) items 
which a goodly portion of the audi- 
ence is likely not to understand, 
along comes this little feathery item 
which is up anyone's alley as to fol- 
lowing the theme and subject—but 
who cares? 


It’s too small, not only in subject 
|; matter but in execution, for the Met. 


large stage has to be masked off to 
an intimate scene which is pretty 
much out of place against the very 
large auditorium. Jorgulesco designed 
some cute sets, but cute is the word. 

Cimarosa’s music, too, is hardly 
stable enough for this day and age. 
It is tinkly and pleasant in a sort of 
minor-Mozart fashion. Again, per- 
haps, it is unfair to judge it here. It 


should be heard from a modest small | 


orchestra of 20 or so musicians, not 


| the full Met set-up. 


| 
| 


Only six characters in the piece 
and Muriel Dickson is tops. She's 
the lassie who comes to the Met by 


| way of the D’Oyly Carte. That makes 


Her 
voice is clear and her diction clean. 


She fits perfectly and should be a 


distinct asset to the Met in future 


| English language productions. 


Rest of the cast is creditable with 
Louis d’Angelo and Irra Petina top- 


| ping the support. 


There was a funny accident at the 
opening. Natalie Bodanya lost her 
petticoat—or <lmos. It kept slipping 
and she kept trying to keep it from 
tripping her. She had to hold on to 
it tightly for quite a while before 


| she could leave the stage. ‘Clandes- 


tine Marriage’ is so entrancing mu- 
sically and so enthralling as drama 


that the audience was more initer- 
ested (or so it seemed) in Miss Bo- 
danya’s petticoat and whether it 


would slip than anything. When she 
managed to get off the stage without 
dropping it, she got the most ardent 
hand of the evening. And the esca- 
pades just ahead got her the moct 
laughter of the evening. too. al- 
though Irra Petina was supposed to 
be the comedienne. Kauf. 


three-year | 


Philly Orch Tour Nixes 
Sunday Pop Concert Plan 


Philadelphia, March 2. 

Grandiose scheme of Mayor Wil- 
son to have Philly Symphony give 
Sunday pops in Convention Hall. 
with seats 10 cents to a buck, ap- 
parently hit Flanders Field this 
week. Idea met public approval, 
but didn’t go so hot with orch man- 
agement, 


House Committee 


x_n 


in Washington 


Gets an Earful From the Minskys 
At Dickstein Bill's Discussion 





Mayor still insists ‘We’re working 
on it,’ but inasmuch as the band 
leaves on transcontinental tour in 
little more than a month, concerts ‘ . 
no doubt are out this season and} Manager Afraid Stripper Would 








possibly forever. They were sup- | Grew Stale 
posed to begin early in January. | y 

Further assurance that idea is | Chicago, March 2. 
dead is fact that no action has been| Milt Schuster. hav ing heard some- 
taken yet by Board of Managers of | where that musicians must keep 


Orchestra Association or the Mu- 
sicians’ union, both of which would 
have to approve. A scheduled } with thei: 
| meeting of Reginald Allen, orch! when 
manager; A. A. Toemi, union prexy, | Rialto. 
and Wilson, has failed to come off. | 
Allen admits he’d rather forget the | 


practicing whether 
figures that the 


working or 
same must be 
strip girls. Consequently 
Charmaine, stripper at 
requested a vacation, Schus- 
ter said he reckoned it would be 


not, 
true 


all right for her to take one, and 
whole works, as he has plenty of | then booked her for two weeks at 
other headaches. | the Palace, Buffalo, followed by a 


| A final.stopper might be the Sun-! week at the Roxy, Cleveland, and 
_ day blue laws, which forbid con-| two more at the Casino in Toronto. 
certs where admish charged, despite Explanation was that he 


was 
| fact proceeds were to go to milk | 


afraid the girl would get cut of 
| fund. | practice disrobing in public. 
| When concerts were announced,| Ada Leonard replaced at the 
| much ballyhoo handed to a band | Rjalto. 
| shell which Maestro Leopold Sto- | basins Seite niatliacatall cacti 
|kowski was supposed to design 
| specially for the program. Inas- | 


| much as Stoki is in Hollywood study - 
| ing lines for new pic, this looks 
| pretty dead, too. 


‘MARTHA GRAHAM (0S 
COAST-TO-COAST TOUR 


Martha Graham will take her 
group of 12 dancers on a transconti- 
nental tour of the U. S. after con- 
cluding a two-performance engage- 
ment at the Guild theatre, N. Y., this 
| week. She will also give a return 
| engagement at the Guild theatre on 


Burlesque Crix Assn. 


Started in Washmgton 


Washington, March 2. 
Formation of Burlesque Critics 
Association announced in Capital 
this week. 








has developed into super-serious or- 
ganization with national ambitions 
and stated purpose of ‘campaigning 
to improve the position of burlesque 
in the American theatre.’ 
Association's statement says it has 
‘aligned itself squarely on the side 
of the industry, espousing a helping 
hand policy, ideas for change to be 
advanced with this hought in mind’ 
Group also favors ‘cooperation with 
managers and producers with »con- 





| May 2 when she returns. 
Leaving on March 5, company 
will stop at Minneapolis, Chicago, 
| Denver, Vancouver, Tacoma, Seattle, 
| San Francisco, Los Angeles and sev- 


jon smaller cities. On way back | structive suggestions rather than 
'east will hit Washington, D. C.,| harsh indictments.’ 
Pittsburgh, etc. Louis Horst will Discussion at preliminary meet- 


| conduct music throughout tour, ings even touched upon annual 


pers, et al, as possible activity of 
It’s Amfitheatrof outfit. President indicated associa- 
tion has ‘received sympathetic ex- 


St. Paul, March 2. 

In signing Dimitri Mitropoulos’ 
|assistant conductor for next year, 
| Mrs. Carlyle Scott, manager of Min- 
ineapolis Symphony orch, asked the 
jathletic Athenian how to spell the 
|name on the contract. 
| Mitropoulos, who was a classmate 
of his new assistant, said it was 
|Daniles Amphiteatroff, Another ex- 
|schoolmate said it was Amphithea- 
\trof. The new assistant’s father, a 
|Russian historian, spells it Amphi- 
|teatrov. Mrs. Scott decided to cable 
\the conductor-composer at Turin, 


pressions from out-of-town sources.’ 

Officers of Washington Circle 
Number One, which hopes to be 
nucleus of national organization, are 
Arthur R. Johns of Herald. presi- 
dent; W. A. Whitney of Post, vice- 
president, and Chris Mathisen of 
Star, secretary-treasurer. Rumors 
are that first-string critics will be 
extended honorary membership, but 
organizers won't talk, now that 
they've turned serious. 

Jimmy Lake, operator of Gayety, 
only local burley house, hosted for- 
mation meeting at local Variety 





| Italy. Club last Sunday. Definite program 
The answer was signed Amfithea- | will be formulated at meeting to- 
trof. morrow (3). 


| 





Burlesque Reviews 








achieve minor 
Shubert. 


With handsome billing Miss Corio 
naturally dominates. Sings a ‘kiss’ 
song while meandering aisles plant- 
ing lipstick on shiny domes and 
tossing candy kisses to audience. 
Goes over well. 

In de-clothing keeps well inside 
mark, same as other strippers. Then, 
with continued encores, passes be- 
yond what is allowed for others, 

There are three other strippers, all 


pretentiousness of 


SHUBERT, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 

With two Izzy Hirst wheel burley 
|/houses already operating here, Max 
Wilner has_ installed ‘Glorified 
Burlesque’ in Shubert, which once 
was tops in legit. 

Philly’s ‘Glorified’ version differs 
in three respects from burley of 
other houses here. First, girls wear 





; ; ngage ne + - care A 
clean costumes; second, comedy is used, in ; addition, in skits. Prin 
. 3 cipally Connie Fonsleau. She has 
sent to the cleaners, too. Stays just|fair comedy sense and a singing 


this side of being too bad to bring 
your mother-in-law (the boys have 
a job keeping it that way and once 
in a while it slips); three, the strip- 
pers are fairly conservative. 

Wilner has been jockeying chorus 
and ballet back and forth between 
his Apollo, N. Y., and the Shubert 
about every three weeks. Strippers 
are wheeled around weekly, while 
comedy leads sometimes stay two 
weeks and don’t come back quite so 
often as line, but more often than 
strippers. 

Catering strictly to white collar | town 
trade, Shubert has met fair success; Wet.: Capitol, Reading,  Thure.-1 
here. With Ann Corio the attraction | ““it"tie. Y)MiMUneport, Satna 
last week. biz was very okay, Your Baby’—Empire, Newark 

Although prices are ‘Noth ne But Dames ~H« ward, 
(Shubert is getting 90c. top) and nt seg yr te yoy 
houses are smaller, the Hirst Troc | ¢j\\, li at 
and Bijou are both believed to be ‘Paris By Night’ 
netting bigger b.r. than Shubert. Monte Carlo Girl 
This principally because poorer loca- par ae 
|}tion means lower overhead and be- eases gall 
j}cause no attempt even made to 


voice that is good even when she has 
(Continued on page 62) 


Week of March 7 
‘Ladies in Lingerie’—Casino 
Oriental Girls Open 
‘Swing Girls Rialto, Chicago. 


“Toy land En route. 
Quilt’—Casino 





Pittsburg. 


Toronto, 
Show’ Lyric 


de Allen 
Mon.-Tues Ma jestic Harrisburg, 


‘Swing 


Loston 


cheaper 


Gavety., Washinegte 
Gavyety. Kalt 

Capitol Tolede, 

Gavyety, Detroit 

W heezes’—Guarrick, 


nore 
lems 





the | 


Outfit grew out of joke | 
started by local strip reviewers, but | 


awards for best skits. comedy, strip- | 


Trion | 


Washington, March 2. 

Double-feature, combining = strip- 
tease and gangster melodrama, was 
played last week before the House 
Immigration Committee currently 
pondering the Dickstein alien actor 
bill. 

Unclothing of cuties was exptained 
| in detail for interested Congressmen, 
by Herbert and Morton Minsky, mo- 
guls of American burlesque. Chiller 
involving the Metropolitan Opera, 
| the Little Augie Pisano gang, and a 
‘mob from Milan,’ was staged by 
Anthony Pisci, opera singer, who as- 
sertedly has been kept off the Met 
boards 15 vears by gun-men. 

Show started with the Minsky 
Brothers swearing they would hire 
no foreign strippers for their 10 bur- 
ley houses. ‘Stripping is definitely 
an American art,’ Herbert announced, 
‘and we don't want any foreigners.’ 

Brothers enlightened the committee 
on fine points of training strippers 
by explaining that a:tists were em- 
ployed to teach ga!s to undress. Mue- 
sic, proper light effects and rhythmie 
Sestures also ave necessury to pro- 
duce polished articles like Ann 
Corio, Gypsy Rose Lee and Hinda 
Wausau, Minskys explained. 

Representative Dickstein of N. Y.— 
pappy of the bill which would put 
artists on a reciprocal trade basis— 
was pleased, however, to hear that 
Minsky’s wowld remain ‘the cradle of 
American burlesque’ and would re- 
fuse to admit foreign strippers. 

Chief complaint of Herbert Minsky 
against alien talent was directed 
against actors seeking jobs in N. Y,. 
‘This foreign competition will keep 
us from reemploying vaudevillians,’ 
he said, explaining that burley ab- 
| sorbs many old-time vaude players 
who have been eased out by the ad- 
vent of talking pictures, He had, he 








| said, ‘no objection to great foreign 
| Opera stars being admitted.’ 
Foreign Competish 

After an attack on the French 

Casino’s establishments at N. Y., Chi- 


cago, Miami and Cleveland, 
(Continued on page 62) 


BEAUCOUP MINSKYS 
SCRAMBLES CREDITS 


Profusion of Minskys on Broadway 
including ‘real live ones,’ ‘original 
variety’ and otherwise, causes plenty 
of confusion for the customers. Ad- 
vertising by two of the Minsky houses 
does not clarify matters much and 
makes it a free ad for the one house 
that don’t publicize. 

Exchange and advertising passes 
for different houses frequently find 
their way to houses of the opposi- 
tion. Paper for the Oriental and 
Minsky’s Republic often rejected at 
the Gaiety and vice versa. Patrons 
don’t stop toe think, or don't know 
that there exists a trio of houses 
operating under that name. 

Illustration occurred this week 
when callers at various Minsky 
houses (Gaiety, Republic and Ori- 
ental) congratted operators on pub- 
licity coup pulled off in Washington 
in connection with hearings on the 
Dickstein alien actor bill. Herb and 
Mort Minsky advantageously can- 
nected themselves with the hearing 
in defense of U. S. born strip-teasers 
being infringed upon by 
Credit, however, was spread among 
all three houses, with each taking 
bows, 


which 





Chinese Stripper Joins 
‘Maids of Manhattan’ Co. 


Chicago, March 2. 
Amy Fong, Chinese strip dancer, 
has been set in the ‘Maids of Man- 
hattan,’ Independent circuit show, 
for the remainder of the season by 
| Milton Schuster; replacing Eleanor 
| Wood. 
Opens 
St. Louis. 


this week at Garrick, 


| Empress, Cincy, Reopening 





Cincinnati, March 2. 
Art Clamage has taken possession 
of the Empress here and will open 
' | Friday (5), playing Independent cire 
cuit shows. 
Opening bill will be the Billy Wate 
son Beef Trust show. 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pubd- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit for 





East 


V. E. Meadows, Hollywood make- 
up expert, to give N. Y. women free 
beauty advice at Paramount hotel 
this week. S»onsored by the World- 
Telegram. 


Brooklyn supreme court finds 
Edward J. Reilly. Hauptmann counsel, 
insane. He has been under observa- 
tion for some time. 

Elsa Maxwell running a_ beauty 


contest for a local department store. 
Prize is a trip to Hollywood for a 
screen test under Mervyn LeRoy. 

Fighting what it declares to be a 
$1,000,000 business, Post Office is 
framing a law to make the recipient 
of obscene literature equally culp- 
able with the sender. 

Clemence Dane here for premiere 
of ‘Fire Over England’ at the Music 
Hall tomorrow. She wrote the script. 

James H. Harper, shorts director, 
back from Hawaii to find his wife 
had walked out of their Great Neck 
home. She was treasurer of a lumber 
company and it is said the police 
want to question her about shortages. 
Company refuses to make a state- 
ment. 

Federal Theatre Project dickering 
for the Venice (formerly the Jolson), 
for a new stand for WPA shows. 

Sitdown strike of unemployed 
dancers on WPA ended Thursday 


when Mrs. Flanagan promised to 
meet them today (Wednesday) for 
conference. 

Albert Bannister and J. Edmund 
Byrne sent an emissary to Holly- 
wood last week to sig Carol Stone 
and Charles Colfins for ‘When the 


Cat’s Away.’ If they ink in, it will 
be a spring production. 

_ Newton, Mass., advertising a civic 
job as harmonica instructor. Must 
pass a civil service test. Job pays $2 
a day. : 

Couple weeks ago Mitzi Mayfair 
posed for a series of motion pictures 
explaining the new traffic laws in 
N. Y. Then she got a summons last 
week for parking in a restricted area. 
Given a suspended sentence. 

Lew Leslie coming back from Lon- 
don and may present a new ‘Black- 








birds’ over here. 
Samuel J. Parke will do the direct- 


ing on his ‘Driftwood’ which Cyrus |‘Gilbert Meets Sullivan.’ 


J. Babcock will produce. 


years ago, reassembies for 20th an- 
niversary performances of ‘The 


Dybbuk,’ which first brought the or- | 


five per- 
theatre 


Gave 
National 


ganization to fame. 
formances at the 
last week. 

David Sarnoff announces 10 broad- 
casts for next season with Toscanini 


directing the NBC orchestra aug- 
mented to symphonic strength. 
Leader will draw $4,000 per broad- 
cast. Concerts not to be sold to 
sponsors. 

Lloyds has issued a policy for 
$50,000 to the sponsors of Gladys | 
Swarthout’s radio program. As- 
sures her appearance. 

N. Y. World’s Fair plans trans- 


plantation of 500 large trees to orna- 
ment the grounds. Will cost 
$100,000. 


Loew theatres in N. Y. announces | 


abandonment of bank nights in all 
theatres. But not until accrued 
$15,000 has been disposed of. 


High school boy pinched Sunday 
for shooting a blank cartridge in the 
Dyckman theatre, N. Y. Told the 
police he did it to win a two-bit bet, 
About half the 1,200 persons in the 
audience got to the street in a hurry, 
but no one was hurt. 

Charles G. Newman, 62, died Sun- 
day night in the Stoddard 
theatre, Broadway at 90th 
Due to heart failure. 

Berkshire Symphonic Festival has 
$11,250 pledged for the development 
of the Tanglewood site, recently 
given the Boston Symphony for a 
festival center. 

American Arbitration Assn. 
Milton Shubert and Warner 
owe $420.60 to the cast of ‘Swing | 
Your Lady.’ For performances } 
skipped Feb. 12-13 due to the illness 
of a cast member. 

‘Eternal Road’ heads 
taking the spectacle of 
Bowl this summer. 

N. Y. World’s Fair announces 18 | 
states have bills pending to ensure | 
co-operation. | 

Questionnaire of N. Y. Children’s 
Aid Society reveals that 12 kids go 
to the pictures for each one who 
stays home to read. On_ 10,000 
blanks 47% stated they went twice a 
week, while 49% made it once every 
seven, days. Only 2% confessed to 
going daily. 


street. 


Bros. 


i 


considering 
Hollywood 


Hassard Short decides to lay off | 
The es- 
sential G. & S. music is still re- 


Old Vilna troupe, disbanded six | stricted in England and would pre- 
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CRAWFORD POWELL 
MONTGOMERY 


“Last of Mrs. Cheyney” 


= 











Coming: “ROMEO and JULIET” 
2d BIG WEEK 


GEORGE ARLISS 


IN HIS GREATEST TRIUMPH 


“MAN OF AFFAIRS” 
New CRITERION — Continuous — 


B’way at 45th St. 
Opens 9 A. M. Midnite Show Nightly 











picture | 


rules | honorary 


vent the making of a picture version. 
And that’s where the profit is. 

Sidney Franklin left for Madrid 
last week. Says it’s to fill some bull 
fight dates. Ernest Hemmingway on 
the same ship and to same destina- 
tion. To do a spot of correspondence. 

Yacht Club threatened with loss 
of its likker license on a techni- 
cality. 

Post office announces sweep news 

will be barred from papers in mail. 
| Says it means it this time. 
Kids attending a morning special 
'show in Mexia, Tex., went on a sit- 
‘down strike when the announced 
|feature was not shown. Refused to 
leave and permit adult patrons to 
enter, and won their point. 

Natalie Bodanya, at the Met, cre- 
ated a diversion Thursday night 
when her undies dropped around her 
ankles. Kicked the garment into 
the wings and went on with her 

| singing while the house whooped. 





Cornelia Otis Skinner to discard 
advance programs. Will let recep- 
tion of her first sketch determine | 
the reaction of the audience and | 


frame the rest accordingly. 

Jack Dempsey using musicales as 
| Sunday nite attraction at his N. Y. 
| restaurant. Started last week. 
Ruth Slenczynski, California child 
| prodigy, forced to end her first Lon- 

don concert at 10 o’clock in defer- 
| ence to child labor law. *Also de- 

nied permission to play for Sir 

Thomas Beacham on a Sunday. It 
| will be all right on a week-day 
night. 

With the road ‘Dead End’ closed, 
Francis,deSales will replace Joseph 
| Downing in the N. Y. production. 
| Starts Friday. 

Nine men and three women taken 
in a raid on the Monarch Demo- 
| cratic Club, Feb. 25, held in Brook- 
| lyn for hearing March 8 on a charge 

of having given an indecent per- 

formance. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke, breaking in 
| ‘Dr. Clitterhouse’ in Toronto, made 
member of the mess of 
the Royal Canadian Dragoons sta- 
tioned there. 

Look, Des Moines mag, barred in 
Reich. Thinks it’s because of a 
story on Goering 


| 





Coast 





Bette Davis and her chauffeur 
were named in a $25,850 damage suit 
| filed in L. A. by Frances Coghlan, 
| 19-year-old model. Complaint asks 
| damages for asserted personal in- 
| juries received in an auto collision 
| Jan. 30. 
| As echo of a fist fight in a Holly- 
wood nitery Feb. 21, Sherman D. 
| Stearn, visiting New Yorker, filed a 
| $25,000 damage suit in L. A. against 
Pat Di Cicco, actors agent, charging 
assault. Fight was claimed to have 
followed alleged battle between the 
agent and Dan Topping, Ariine 
Judge’s escort at the time. 

Tom Mix was injured slightly 
when his auto overturned at Casa 
Grande, Ariz., Feb. 23. Harry Knight, 
his wife, the former Thomasina Mix, 
and Mrs. Mix, following in Knight's 
car, rescued the cowboy actor. 

Jean Rouverol, actress daughter of 
Aurania Rouverol, writer, announced 
in Hollywood that she'll wed Hugo 
Butler, non-pro. 

Juanita Quigley, six, Patricia 
Walthall, 18, Dickie Moore, 18, and 
Marie Marks, 18, actresses, had their 
picture contracts approved in L. A. 
court. Youngest member of the 
quartet will receive salary running 
from $200 to $1,000 weekly over 
seven-year period at Metro. Miss 
Walthall, daughter of Henry B. 
Walthall, is scaled from $75 to $1,000 
at Warners. Miss Moore holds a 
similar pact at RKO. Miss Marks 
will receive $75 to $750 at the same 








PARAMOUNT:\."%: 
“MAID OF SALEM” 
MacMURRAY and COLBERT 


—ON THE STAGE— 
BENNY GOODMAN AND HIS ORCH. 
- . . With FRANCES HUNT, GENE 
KRUPA ... TEDDY WILSON , 

LIONEL HAMPTON 











studio. 

Arline Judge has dropped her suit 
for divorce filed in L. A. Attorneys 
said actress shortly will go to Reno 
to establish residence to divorce 
Wesley Ruggles, director. Property 
settlement has been effected. Miss 
Judge gets custody of their son and 
$1,000 monthly. 

Elizabeth Young Mankiewicz 
dropped her suit for divorce from 











Joseph Mankiewicz, Metro producer, 





SATURDAY, MARCH 6 
“NANCY STEELE 
IS MISSING” 


With 
McLAGLEN « CONNELLY - LORRE 


UNITED RIV Oo L 


B'WAY 
ARTISTS ne ote 


49th St. 


in L. A. Wikewise, a $50,000 out of 
court settlement will be withdrawn. 

Mayo Methot, stage and screen 
actress. received a divorce from 
Percy T. Morgan, in L. A 

Phil Revan, picture crooner, his 
wife, Josephine Dwyer, and their 
four children, celebrated actor’s 13th 
wedding anniversary, Feb. 24, in 





—— 














Hollywood. Their marriage in 1924 
| was kept secret until a few weeks 





om MUSIC HALL 


“FIRE OVER 
ENGLAND” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





| ago. 

Dorothy Sebastian, actress, and 
Sam Hoffman, Hollywood theatre 
promotion manager, were charged 
with defrauding an imnkeeper in 
complaints filed in San Diego. The 
two went there to play a benefit, but 
later cancelled out. 


Robert D. Garden, 84, father of 
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| Mary Garden, suffered a fractured 
| hip in a fall at Riverside, Cal. Mrs. 








ith Av. & 50th &. 


ROXY 


ALL to 
iE \ts20"y P.M. 


“LOVE IS 
NEWS” 


On The Siage: 
MR. AND MRS, 








JESSE CRAWFORD 
RADIO RAMBLERS 


| Garden is en route to the Coast from 
Aberdeen, Scotlana. The daughter 


ETERNAL MASCULINE 


Flirting Ok’d (of All Places) By 
Pennsy Court 








Philadelphia, March 2. 

There ain’t any law against flirting 
in Pennsylvania, a 12-man jury de- 
cided here this week. They found 
Peter Pawlich not guilty. Pawlich 
offered to aid a brunette who was in 
trouble with the law for speeding. 
In court he said he offered aid be- 
cause ‘She was so attractive, I want- 
ed to meet her.’ 


MONTANEZ WINS: 
MAYBE NEXT CHAMP 


By JACK FULASKI 


Pedro Montanez, the little fight. 
ing machine from Porto Rico, de- 
feated Enrico Venturi, the Italian 
ruler of his class, at the Garden 
Friday (26), On that performance 
and previous victories, it looks like 
the kid will be the next lightweight 
champion. He certainly qualifies as 
an opponent for Lou Ambers, the 








Judge Lamberton instructed the 
jury, ‘You should not convict Paw- 
lich just because of his flirtatious 
propensities.’ 


MARRIAGES 


present title holder, and Tony Can- 
|zoneri, who are matched to box it 
out again, 

In going the full 15-round 
tance the speedy 
Montanez proved himself all the 


dis- 
yet hard-hitting 





Arch Oboler, to Eleanor Helfand, 
non-pro, in Waukegan, IIl., Feb. 22. 


Groom is a radio scribbler. 
Sally Haines, film actress, to Bert 


Feb. 26, in Beverly Hills. 
for both. 


Third try 


to Louis Grussmeyer, Feb. 26, in Los 
Angeles. 

Gladys Cox to Wayne Varnum in 
Chicago, Feb. 20. Groom is with 
KSO and WMT, Des Moines. 
Marion Payzant to Benedict Hard- 
man, in Des Moines, Feb 19. Groom 
is news editor of KSO, Des Moines. 


Marge Morin (Morin Sisters) and 
Bob Casey (King’s Jesters), in Chi- 
cago, Feb. 27. 

Roma Bower to William Mull, 
Jan. 12, at Yuma, Ariz. Groom is an 
assistant director at Columbia. 


Mrs. Irene D. Butterfield to Max- 
well A. Goodwin, Feb. 22, in Atlan- 
ta, Ga. Bride is widow of Col. 
Walter S. Butterfield, theatre mag- 
nate. 


Helen Weimer to R. E. Knight, in 
Lexington, Va., Feb. 1. Groom is 
theatre manager and brother of 
Fuzzy Knight of pictures. 

Elmer N. Brendel, 24, son of El 
Brendel, obtained a license in Phil- 
adelphia Feb. 28 to marry Marjorie 
A. Stohler, 24, a-nurse. : Brendel gave 
his occupation as salesman, 





Coronation 








(Continued from page 1) 





that the country has never seen such 
a flow of gapers. 

There are other adjuncts, too, such 
as the Paris Exposition, figured to 
be open at about the same time. It 
will thus be possible for tourists to 
see the sights here and take in the 
thrill of a generation, then move 
across the channel and spend some 
more coin at the first important ex- 
position in Europe since before the 
World War. 


It is this very factor of many tour- 
ists and onlookers which has the 
government here worried and which 
may lead to the roping off exercises. 
Obviously, police authorities are tak- 
ing all possible precautions, re- 
gardless, 

With European political difficul- 
ties still another factor, the presence 
of representatives from all govern- 
ments of the world is another reason 
to sidestep any roughhouse antics 
from various political sects. 





Roping off London’s West End 
town Manhattan’s Times Square sec- 
tor, from Columbus Circle to the 
Herald Square, and Radio City west 
to 9th avenue, only the W. FE. ex- 
tends even further, 





son formerly was the wife of James 
Cruze, film director. 

Harold E. McCroskey, 
operations 
studio in Hollywood, was ordered to 
pay $140 monthly to his wife pend 
ing trial of her divorce action. 

Emmett J. Flynn, film director, has 
been sued for senarate maintenance 
by his wife in L. A. She charged 
he spent $3,000 of her money and 
had been unable to support her. 

Joseph W. Martin, Hollywood pic- 
ture actor, was sentenced to San 
Quentin following his plea of guilty 
to passing two bogus checks. 


assistant 


atrical Agency filed suit against Wal- 
ter Catlett, screen comedian, in L. A. 
seeking $3,405. Agency charged that 
Catlett signed a contract July 12, 
1932, under which he promised to 
pay 10 per cent of his earnings in re- 
turn for services. Although Catlett 





lis training vocal talent at Metro 


| studio. 
Marie Tierney filed suit for divorce 
|from Eddie Tierney, picture dance 
director, in L. A, 
Betty Compson, former film player, 
filed suit for divorce in &. A. from 
i Irving Weinberg, agent. Miss Comp- 





| has received $35,000 for work since 
| Feb. 14, 1933, according to the suit. 
| he has only given the firm $1,095. 
| Alice Fraser, screen actress, re- 
| ceived divorce in L. A. from Austin 
M. Fraser, non-pro. le is heir to 
a fortune but can’t get hold of coin 
to support her, she testified, 


Wheeler, stage and screen comedian, | 


Ila Mae Harlacher, screen dancer, | 


would be much like closing mid- | 


manager at Paramount | 


Frank Joyce-Myron Selznick The- | 


fighter he was rated. The odds were 
nine to five he would cop, and while 
most experts thought it should be 
even money, the layers had it right. 
| Attendance about doubled that of 
the previous week’s card, when 
| Freddie Steele successfully defended 
his middleweight title by licking 
Babe Risko. That was a dismal affair 
|compared to the Montanez-Venturi 
meeting. Gate was over $31,000 at 
| $5.75 top. The galleries were jammed 
|with Manhattan Latins, many of 
| whom screamed throughout the 
| hour’s milling. Last time Pedro 
| showed at the Garden they got so 
excited up there that things were 
thrown. That was a signal for 
Johnny Broderick and his moppers- 
| uppers to go into action. This time 
cops watched the top shelf denizens 
closely with their backs to the gal- 
lery rail as the bell clanged. There 
was no disorder. 


Venturi is quite a boxer and has 
not been kayoed over here. He had 
a shade up to the seventh round 
and then Montanez clipped him in 
the chin with a right, knocking the 
| Italian off his pins. The lad jumped 
up and weathered the session, but 
from then on Pedro was distinctly 
‘out in front, 


In a hectic final round Montanez 
again felled Venturi, who refused to 
take more than a three count. With 
two minutes to go, it seemed he was 
due to be leveled. Glassy-eyed, 
Enrico managed to stay. He couldn't 
hit, but pawed with his mits, and 
| although Pedro got in some more 

lusty wallops, Venturi was vertical 
| at the end. 

Over at the Hippodrome on Wednes- 
day there was a goodly gathering to 
| watch the Finn Gunner Barlund mix 

it up with Nathan (Chester) Mann 
|of New Haven. Mann put up a good 
| argument for five rounds and then 
started to fold, as he usually does. 
He slammed over a left hook that 
had the Finn wobbling, and again a 
right shook Barlund, but he refused 
to go down. 

Gunnar hit low on several occa- 
sions and lost a round or two be- 
cause of that. Otherwise he should 
have won or received a draw. In 
the latter rounds Barlund shortened 
his punches, and had the fight been 
more than a ten-rounder it might 
have been curtains for the Mann guy. 

Tonight at the Hipp, Eddie Blunt 
and Leroy Haynes, two _ colored 
heavies, will meet. Blunt knocked 
out Jack Trammell recently and for 
a time trained with Barlund. Lat- 
| ter’s manager paid off Eddie and said 
he was too serious, also refusing to 
fight him. The Garden is currently 
occupied with a six-day race, but 
will have a boxing show Friday of 
next week. 











Sentence Lyman Hess 
To 23 Years in Prison 





Lyman Hess, one-time theatrical 
_attorney, was sentenced in New York 
| last week to two and one-half years 
in prison on a stock fraud indict- 
ment. 

Lymea Hess Co., Inc., 545 Fifth 
avesmie, New York, involved the bar- 
rister and Sidney Torwitt, his asso- 
ciate. Latter drew a four and one- 
half year sentence. Both were 
charged with inducing oldsters, the 
youngest of them not under 78, to 
invest cash or exchange stable secur- 
ities for oil royalties, on representa- 
tions of a 30% income yield. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Meggs, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Feb. 23. 
Father is an artist at Paramount 
studio, 

Mr. and Mrs. Henri Verstapien, 
son, Feb. 27, in Hollywood. Father 


is assistant story editor at Republic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Frankl, daugh- 
ier, Feb. 25, in Hollywood. 
is a studio designer, 


Fathe 
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y Broadway 


lau’s child very ill. 

a Reith and bride in Florida. 

One bookie paying off in shiny sil- 
ver dollars. ; ; 

Julian T. Abeles becoming quite 
an art collector. 

Charles Ford, Universal’s newsreel 
editor. in Florida. i 

Crdini will sail for England this 
month for the Coronation. ; 

Right Price Social Club again 
functioning at the Lyceum. 

Ward Morehouse (Sun) writing a 
play with Peggy Wood in West- 
chester. 

RKO service staff fourth annual 
ball held Monday (1) night on Astor 
hotel roof. 

Mickey Baron, of the Yokel office, 
is looking for Joel Sayre, for a script 
revising job. 

Jean Dalrymple, former secretary 





to Jose Iturbi, back with John 
Golden office. 
Arthur Boran, CBS comedian, 


signed by Music Corp of America 
fo™ one year. 

Irving Weingart switched from 
contract to tax department of Loew 
booking office. _ 

Bob Milford has returned to ‘The 
Great Waltz,’ having laid away 
‘Glory For All.’ 

Harry Martin’s dogs barking and 
is wearing carpet slippers in St. 
James box office. 

Frank V. Brown, 
father, 
op in Washington. 


Helen Hayes’ 


Al Altman, Metro talent executive 


in east, back from jaunt for 
faces in middle west. 


new 


Rebecca Braunstein, of Equity’s le- 


gal department, married and 
Mexican honeymoon, 


Press Photographers Assn. of N. 
Y. is holding its annual dance at the 
Commodore April 9. 


In his daily column in the Mirror 
Mark Hellinger is predicting sports 
results and doing very okay. 

Ed Schwartz, production manager 
of Columbia Pictures advertising de- 
partment, low with pneumonia. 


Peggy O’Donnell, legiter, leaves 
Saturday. (6) for the Coast and 
screen tests for Carl Laemmle, Jr. 


Leonard Gaynor, of 20th-Fox, in- 
vited to White House Correspon- 
dents’ ball in Washington last Sat. 


The Jim Kendises and the Epes 
Winthrop Sargents (Variety) cele- 
eg their 27th anniversaries this 
stanza. 


Tom Kearns, former p.a. for Fan- 
chon & Marco, switched to press the 
Casino Parisien, Chi, for Blackstone 
agency. —- 

Jay Howard, formerly with Dave 
Rubinoff as p.a., has set up a book- 
ing office and press bureau in Kan- 
sas City. 


Tim Marks, ex-radio editor of the 
Brooklyn Times-Union, now -with 
George D. Lottman’s radio publicity 
organization. 

Columbia’s special press: trade pre- 
view last night for ‘Lost Horizon’ at 
the Globe in advance of the formal 
premiere tonight. 

Jim Miller, Al Glaser and Johnny 
Adams, after a year or so at Bill’s 
Gay Nineties, now at Armando’s up- 
stairs Blue Room. 


Ritz Bros. due back on the Coast 
for their next 20th-Fox assignment 
and thence to Goldwyn for the 
‘Goldwyn Follies.’ 


Allen Schnebbe’s wife, Marguerite, 
lost pocketbook at Treasurers’ Club 
show, and, if getting papers back, 
would be satisfied. 

Trib’s sports columnist, George 
Daley, picked the 14 to one winner 
of the Santa Anita Derby, Fairy Hill, 
but didn’t play the horse. 


Sid Skolsky turned sports writer 
for day covering the Santa Anita 
handicap for the News. Said Al Jol- 
son went for Red Rain, also ran. 


Mrs. Marvin Schenck remained 
with father J. H. Lubin in Holly- 
wood, Fla., though Marvin returned 
early last week. Lubin is still ailing. 


George Hirose, Japanese baritone, 
last here with the Chartock’s Gil- 
bert and Sullivan revivals, is back 
od oe with Toho theatre cir- 

lt. 

Arthur Howard, sales promoter for 
the Astor hotel, changed his name to 
Howard Arthur because of name 
conflict with Robert Howard, ban- 
quet manager. 


Current pop, ‘Darling, Je Vous 
Aime Beaucoup,’ which was written 
exclusively for Hildegarde, song- 
stress, is the work of her manager, 
Anna Sosenko. 


Leon (and Eddie) Enken’s son 
phones him nightly from Cornell to 
the L. & E. West 52d street nitery. 
Reverses charges, of course, by 
parental request. 


Joe Israels. 2d, sailed for British 
Guinea this week on a six-week com- 
bined vacash and writing jaunt. Will 
resume lectures on Ethopia and pub- 
licity on kis return, 


Ted Todd, ex-Chi American police 
reporter, now public relations coun- 
sel for the Wilson Packing Co., has 
an assignment in New York to make 
Broadway ‘ham con: ious.’ 


Almost every London visitor with 
a show biz flare now insists on a 
sight-seeing tour to the Savoy ball- 
room. Word-of-mouth in London on 
the ‘Stompin’ at the Savoy home- 
srounds must be terrific, 


on 


recovering from emergency | 


London 





Harry M. Warner due here for the 
Coronation. 

Bert Firman back from a conti- 
| nental jaunt. 

John Murray Anderson back to 
New York March 3. 

Sandy McPherson, Empire organ- 
ist, back from America. 

All 32 retiring 
Variety Artists Federation re-elected. 

George Mozart celebrating his 
| golden wedding. He is 73 years old. 


hold its 34th annual dinner on 
March 7. 
| ' Jimmy Savo off to Italy to see his 
|folks. Will sail from there to 
America. 

George Sherwood, husband of 
Pauline Starke, here to stage a 


Broadway play. 

Jack Goldie and Charles Tucker 
reminiscing on the Hammerstein 
vaude days in 1912. 

Vera Zorina, girl who clicked big 
here in ‘On Your Toes,’ at the Palace, 
is wanted by Metro. 

Lorri Bara, sister of Theda, here to 
join Ward Wing on location at 
| Ceylon for a picture. 

Sir Oswald Stoll and Lee Ephraim 
reviving “The Vagabond King’ at the 
| Coliseum on March 18. 

Charles Cochran presenting a new 
cabaret bill at the Trocadero April 
| 5, titled ‘Eve in the Park.’ 

Fred Bernhard taken suddenly ill 
in Manchester and remaining in hos- 
pital under a specialist’s eye. 

Mark Leddy in town and taking in 
four shows daily. Goes to Paris and 
other continental spots from here. 

Lee-Sims and Ilomay Bailey off the 
Victoria Palace bill, due to latter’s 
*flu, with Carolyn Marsh substituting. 

Billie Houston and Nina Devitt, 
latter an Australian and local radio 
name, to join forces as a vaudeville 
act. 

Thomas Dodds, chairman of 
Atlantic Films, bound for New York 
with a negative of “Thunder in the 
City.’ 

Ralph Reader clicking for three 
year film contract with Herbert Wil- 
cox. Will be tutored into a star 
position. 

Two Leslies (Leslie Sarony and 
Leslie Holmes). intend to visit New 
York in June. Team has a big radio 
rep here. 

Alfred E. Newbould, head of 
Palmer, Newbould & Co., GB official 
advertising agency, fortnighting at 
Droitwich. 

Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl off to New 
York early in March; wants to get 
there in time for Walter Wahl, Jr.’s 
10th birthday. 

Chris Gill, formerly with the Four 
Flash Devils, brought over here for 
one of the Palladium ‘Crazy’ shows, 
doing a single at the Windmill. 

‘George and Margaret,’ recently 
tried out for a Sunday performance 
by the Repertory Players, replaces 
‘Because We Must’ at Wyndhams. 

George Dalison, for 15 years with 
the Leadlay publicity office and 
official photographer to Charles 
Cochran, launching out on his own. 

Ann Harding sued by Film Rights, 
Ltd., for commission alleged due for 
engagement in ‘Love from a 
Stranger’, defendant denying liability. 

Ed Ryan, recently here as one of 
leads in ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ now 
in the play producing business. Has 
the English rights to ‘Leaning on 
Letty.’ of 

George Elliot and Anthony Vivian, 
of the Murray-Elliot-Vivian combo, 
to be official publicity reps for the 
Dorchester and Mayfair hotels. Henry 
Sherek fixed the deal. 

Leon Gordon, honeymooning here, 
assisting the scenario department of 
Metro’s British unit on scripts of 
‘Rage in Heaven,’ ‘Wind and Rain,’ 
and ‘A Yank at Oxford.’ 

Freddie Carpenter to stage dances 
for a new revue sponsored by Paul 
Murray and Robert Nesbit, starring 
June Knight. Show opens out of 
town late in March and comes to the 
West-End in April, with the Savoy 
theatre likely. 








New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Yeggs get $3,500 haul from Arena. 

Rudy Vallee in for Yale Junior 
Prom. 

D’Oyly Carte due at Shubert week 
April 5. 

Elsie Janis set for soldiers’ benefit 
here April 18. 

Bob Carney celebrating five years 
of married life. ; 

Business in film spots holding up 
well despite Lent. 

Hal Welles directed Yale Dramat’s 
latest, ‘The Weavers.’ 

Henry Busse hopped back to pit 
directing a stage show briefly. 

Studes disrupted Yale Art School 
ball by crashing doors and windows. 

Alex Dean will return to town to 
chairman drama tournament com- 
mittee. 

Donald Oenslager due to shed 
Yale drama faculty briefly to get 
married. 

Carl Goodman will operate Guil- 








members of the | 


Gallery First Nighters’ Club will | 








ford’s Chapel Playhouse this sum- 
mer solo. 

A fall on the head required sur- 
gical embroidery for John Hesse’s 
youngster. 

Lunt-Fontanne combo busted Shu- 
bert records with three-performance 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ sellout. 

Janet Marshall doing an off-again, 


on-again with that $2,500 prize won | 


in Bureau of New Plays contest. 


Paris 


Elysees 79 dark. 

Ray Goetz back in town. 

Greta Keller to Vienna. 

Clifford Whitley in town. 

Ed. Beaudu to New York. 
Bluebell girls off to Cannes. 

Jo Bouillon at the Alhambra. 
Pizella back at the Casanova. 
Cook and Brown at the A.B.C. 
Max Weldy flying to London. 
Jacques Dufier off to Cannes. 
Sybille Schmitz in from Berlin. 
Sterner Sisters have a new dog. 
Marie Glory vack from Brussels. 
Jacques Maugest off to Brussels. 
Ivan Petrovich in for a few days. 
Alina de Silva at Le Poisson d’Or. 
Les Athenas setting a new comic 


| act. 





Oscar Schlesinger over from Lon- 
don. 

Irne Hilda back from a 
tour. 

Morris Gilbert returning to New 
York. 

Few American 
Paris. 

Sacha Guitry back from 
sports. 

Danielle Darrieux taking English 
lessons. 


21-day 


acts working in 


winter 


Greta Keller postcarding from 
London. 
Virginia Vaughan s=ssailing for 
America, 
Harry Baur seriously ill in 
Brussels. 


Roland Toutain clowning at Chez 
Florence. 

Jean Sablon giving a farewell cock- 
tail party. 

Lyne Clevers slated for the next 
Bobino bill. 

Marguerite Gilbert singing over 
Radio-Cite. 

Claude Lapham postcarding from 
New York. 

Lily and Emy Schwartz tops on the 
new A.B.C. bill. 

Cinema photographer 
turning director. 

Annabella only making one film in 
France this year. 

Lillian Ellis doubling at the Al- 
hambra and Lido. 

Frehel and Pierre Dac set for the 
new Trianon show. 

Jean Sablon off to New York to 
fill radio contracts. 

Jean, Jac and Jo scheduled for 
Chez Josephine Baker. 

Three Bonos doubling at the Casino 
de Paris and Alhambra. 

Yvonne Printemps off to London 
for a gala at the Queen’s. 

First national congress of music 
opening in Paris, Feb. 22. 

Cirque Medrano Voyageur opening 
its second season at Levallois. 

Paris music hall, dance and circus 
critics giving their annual gala. 

Carmencita Moreno doing imita- 
tions of Paris film and stage stars. 

Gabriel Gabrio signed by Marcel 
Pagnol for his next ‘Regain’ by Jena 
Giono. 

Pierre Larquey engaged by Rene 
Sti for ‘Et Avec ca, Madame’ which 
is starting soon. 

‘Radio-Lune,’ new revue by Ded 
Rysel and Raymond Vinay, opening 
at the Lune Rousse. 

Countess Liev de Maigret off for 
Italy, where she is making a film at 
Pisa with Jules Berry. 

Arthur Strutt Payne, 59, colored 
manager of the Kentucky Singers, 
died at the American Hospital here. 

Augusto Genina here from Italy 
for presentation of his film 
‘L’Escadron Blanc’ (‘White Squad- 
ron’). 

Jacques Houssin shooting scenes in 
a subway station for ‘Le Controleur 
des Champs Elysees,’ starring Jules 
Berry. 

Closing date of ‘Jeux Dangereux,’ 
starring Danielle Darrieux, at The- 
atre de la Madeleine again post- 
poned. 

Jany Holt signed for femme lead 
in ‘Troika,’ which Jean Dreville is 
making with Jean Murat and Charles 
Vanel. 

Dany Lorys engaged for an im- 
portant role in Pierre Colombier’s 


Kreuger 


latest film ‘Ignace,’ starring Fer- 
nandel. 
Maurice Chevalier, Henri Varna 


and Helena Greasley celebrating 
after the premiere of the new revue 
at the Casino de Paris. 

Vera Korene engaged for the 
femme lead of Felix Gandera’s 
‘Double Crime Sur la Ligne Magi- 
not,’ starring Victor Frauceu. 


Film Joan Warner is making being 
variously called ‘Cinderella,’ ‘La 
Grande Illusion’ and ‘Seduction.’ ‘La 
Grande Illusion’ is also the name of 
a film Jean Renoir is finishing with 
Jean Gabin and Dito Parlo. 














Berlin 


Bock beer season in full swing. 

Germany has 600 open-air thea- 
tres. 

New opera house being planned 
for Breslau. 

Veit Harlan signed by Ufa to di- 
rect three pix. 

‘Ball im Metropol’ playing 32 first 
run houses in Germany. 

Johannes Riemann to direct ‘Con- 
flict? and ‘Red Cherrivs,’ films. 

Jack Hylton’s two-week stand at 
ithe Scala extended a fortnight. 

Next production at the English 
theatre to be ‘Barrets of Wimpole 
Street.’ 


Wolf Neumeister, author of ‘Ball 
im Metropol,’ at work on a military 
comedy. 


Richard B. Wainwright on a flying 
trip from London to look over film 
material. 

Gustav Gruendgens directing and 


playing in ‘Capriolen,” new Willi 
Forst pic. 

Jannings back from Italy, where 
outdoor shots for ‘Der Herrscher’ 


were taken. 

Jung - Dschu - Djuens, Chinese 
actress, such a hit that two repeats 
were given. 

Teiko Kiwa to sing the title role 
in ‘Mme. Butterfly’ at the Deutsches 


Opernhaus. 


Dr. Matthew Taylor Mellon has 
donated an organ to the university 
of Freiburg. 

‘Frau Luna,’ Paul Lincke’s success- 
ful operetta, has reached its 250th 
performance. 

Fritz Fuhrmeister, composer, one 
of the last of Liszt’s pupils, died at 
the age of 75. 

Karin Evans doing her 
her Fatherland with a 
eight-pounder. 

‘Die Schwarze Kunst,’ 
Gutenberg and _ the 
printing, broadcast. 

‘Pygmalion,’ with Jenny Jugo and 
Gustav Gruenagens, showing again 
at the Kamera theatre. 

‘Country Doctor’ (20th at the 
Atrium and ‘Early t» Bed’ (Par) at 
the Astor doing good biz. 

Rehearsals fcr Sidney Jones’ 
‘Geisha’ nearing an end. Production 
set for the Nollendorf theatre. 

Paul Henckels playing in Bira- 
beaus ‘Mein Sohn, der Herr Minis- 
ter,’ due at the Komoedienhaus. 

Premiere of ‘Prozess um Kalifor- 
nien,’ General Suter drama by Her- 
mann Ebbinghaus, given in Meinin- 
gen. 

In exchange for German talent to 
London, Sir Thomas Beecham is to 
baton twice at the State Opera House 
here. 

Franz Niklisch has a part in Kurt 
Heynicke’s new comedy, ‘Frau im 
Haus,’ to open soon at the Kleines 
Haus. 

All but one of the 76 opera houses 
in Germany have announced produc- 
tion of contemporary operas this 
season. 

Ernest, Yvonne and Marion, cur- 
rent attraction at the Wintergarten, 
off to South America, Havana and 
Mexico in May: 

‘Don’t Promise,’ stage hit now at 
the Kleines Haus, to be filmed by 
Tobis-Europa with Luise Ullrich and 
Viktor de Kowa in the leads. 

Flaubert’s ‘Mme. Bovary’ gone to 
the studio, with Pola Negri as star. 
Manuscript by Erich Ebermayer and 
Gerhard Lamprecht directing. 

Big get-together of German sing- 
ing groups in Breslau this summer. 
Saengerbund of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
headed by Dr. Seyffarth, to partici- 
pate. 

Frida Leider, Herbert Jansen, Ru- 
dolf Bockelmann and Max Lorenz 
among the German singers to make 
their London debut during corona- 
tion ceremonies in May. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


duty by 
bouncing 


tale about 
invention of 








C. J. Lattas plotting short vacation 
in Florida early next month. 
Paul Block, Jr., has joined staff of 
his dad’s morning Post-Gazette. 
C. J, Lattas going to Florida in a 
couple of weeks for a vacation. 
Gene Kelly will direct Pitt Cap 
and Gown club’s show this year. 
Nelson Eddy’s concert at Syria 
Mosque postponed until March 27. 
Both of Tony Conforti’s young sons 
recuping from mastoid operations. 
Hap Slater has closed his pub at 
Motor Square Garden during Lent. 
Harry Kalmine’s cards from Pana- 
ma arrived back a week after he did. 
Bill Dahlman took over ailing sis- 
ter’s band at Union Grill for a week. 
Herman Middleman’s frau back 
from Miami with a swell coat of tan. 
Hank Whitehouse and Bonnie Beye 
eloped to Stubenville, O., few days 


ago. 

Joe Hiller was busy all of last 
week denying reports that he passed 
away. 

More than 500 at testimonial din- 
ner to John J. Maloney, MGM ex- 
change manager, Monday night (1). 

John Maganotti took night off to 
go up to New Bethlehem to help 
mother celebrate her 72nd birthday. 


Hollywood 





George Brent back from Florida. 


Arthur Loew motored in from 
Mm. YF: 

Dixie Dunbar had her tonsils 
yanked. 


Sidney Salkow has gone to Mexico 
for a vacash. 

Rosalind Russell is 
vacash in Mexico. 

Leo Robin eased in 
months in Manhattan. 

Ted Healy received a broken finger 
in a ping-pong batile. 

Universal had 31 writers working 
on 23 yarns last week. 

Mel Washburn of the New Orleans 
Trib is here gathering film gossip. 

Morton Downey ha’ planed to 
Memphis and St. Louis for auto show 
dates. 

William Wyler has been recalled 
from Europe by Sam Goldwyn for 
script work. 

John F. Wharton, S-I treasurer, 
and Walter Pollack, his law partner, 
in from N.Y. 

Ted Shapiro in town with his Flor- 
ida bride to wax some songs with 
Sophie Tucker. 

Bill Grady denies he has an agency 
deal on, but says he’s ogling some 
studio exec spots. 

D. A. Doran, Col story exec, has 


lining up a 


after two 


arrived in Hollywood for confabs 
with Harry Cohn. 
Paul Everton, N. Y. stage actor, 


will make his pic bow in ‘The Story 
of Emile Zola’ at WB. 
Following a three-month stay-in at 


the Glendale sanitarium, S. Jay 
Kaufman is around fown. 
William Powell’s optic trouble 


stalled start of ‘The Emperor’s Can- 
dlesticks’ at Metro last week. 

Erin O’Brien-Moore planed in 
from N. after a three-month 
honeymoon with Mark Barron. 

William Pross, formerly with the 
Tri-State theatres in Des Moines, has 
joined Paul Savoy in the agency biz. 

John McTigh, one of the Kenny- 
wood Park, Pittsburgh, owners, re- 
turned home after six-week sojourn. 

Sol Londoft has been named as- 
sistant studio manager at Selznick- 
International’s new lot in Culver 
City. 

Following six months’ vacash in 
England, Rod LaRocque and his 
wife, Vilma Banky, returned to the 
Coast. 

George Cukor is returning to Hol- 
lywood from Europe around March 
15 to pitch in on S-I’s ‘Gone With the 
Wind.’ 

Eleanor Powell sprained a ligiment 
in her ankle while rehearsing for 
her next Metro pic. She’ll be home 
two weeks, 

Mary Young, actress, w » conducts 
a stock company in Maine during 
the summertime, has been ‘spotted in 
a pic at Metro. 

Mady Correll, who appeared in the 
roadshow production of ‘Dead End,’ 
arrives here soon under contract to 
Major Pictures. 


j 
a 


Chicago 





Paul Luther vacationing in Wis- 
consih. 


Gregory Deane visiting the home 
folks in town. 


Frances Abrams off for a_ six 
weeks’ vacation. 


Charlie Riley handling Preisser 
Sisters publicity. 

John Baker, WLS mikeman, father 
of a four pound boy. 


Gene Morgan of ‘Myrt and Marge’ 
shows rating Metro screen test. 


Balaban & Katz ushers tossed a 
party at the Oriental last week. 


Pat Buttram doing a week at his 
native Winston County, Alabama. 

J. J. Shubert in for some confabs 
with Sam Gerson and J. J. Garrity, 

Jack Pollock ducked in after a 
season ahead of a Major Bowes unit. 

Ray Linton flooding Chi with those 
comic snapshots from Hot Springs. 

Joe Rogers and Lou DuFour, Texas 
Centennial concession owners, in 
town. 

Bea Angell returned to loop after 
a sojourn in Arizona to stifle a 
sinus. 

Jack Redding and frau, Virginia 
Seeds, of WLS, in Miami for two 
weeks. 

Harry Iirsch, operator of Gayety, 
Mpls., in town efter vacash in Hot 
Springs. 

Duke Hickey around town again 
after many weeks on the road ahead 
of Universal pix. 

Bill O’Toole has re-opened the 
former Jack Kearns restaurant here 
as the Tic Toc Tabarin. 

Bill Burton in to start ball rolling 
for the new show at the Congress 
Casino by Rockwell-O’Keefe. 

Phil Fein, director «. the St. Paul 
inuni opera, in town for a couple of 
weeks readying plans for next pro- 
duction, 

CAPA club tossing its second 
annual ‘April Foolies’ dance in the 
Bal Tabarin (Sherman House) on 
April 10. 

Bob Nathan has opened offices 
here for the Apex Film firm to turn 
out 16 and eight-millimeter Apak 
home camera film. 

Tommy Kearns comes in as ex- 
clusive p.a. for the Casino Parisien 
in the Morrison hotel. Fritz Blocki, 
who formerly handled press, will 
devote himself in the future to his 
p.a. job with the Jones, Linick & 





Schaefer theatre circuit. 
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OBITUARIES 


SIR GUY STANDING ; 

Sir Guy Standing, 63, British stage 
screen actor, died in Hollywood Feb. 
24, following a heart attack. Actor 
collapsed in a Hollywood garage and 
died in an ambulance enroute to a 
hospital. 

Born in London, he was the eldest 
son of Herbert Standing, British ac- 
tor. His theatrical career started 
with a stock company in England. 
Later he joined Mrs. Bernard Beere’s 
stock company and toured Australia 
and America. 

After 20 years on the stage, he 
joined Famous Players shortly be- | 
fore Great Britai.: entered the World 
War and was to star in ‘The Silver | 
King.” However, he joined the Brit- 
ish navy from which he emerged 
five years later as a Knight Com- 
mander. He then spent nine years 
in the motor transport business in 
Enzland. 

Revisi:ing the United States, he 
agreed to play opposite Ethel Barry- | 
more in “The Constant Wife’ for Gil- | 





bert Miller. Other plays followed | 
and in 1°33, going to Los Angeles | 
with the ‘C.-nara’ company, he de- 
cided to enter pictures again. He 


returned to Parsmount and had ap- 
peared in some 15 pix. Among his | 
productions were ‘The Story of | 
Temple Drake,’ ‘The Eagle and the 


Hawk. ‘Midnight Club,’ ‘Hell and | 
High Water,’ ‘Cradle Song,’ ‘Death | 


In Loving, Tender Memory 


X01 COOPER MEGRUE 


Feb:uary 27, 1927 





Takes a Holiday,’ ‘The Witching | 
Hour.’ ‘Double Door,’ ‘Now and For- 
ever, ‘Lives of a Bengal aeet, | 
*Car 99,’ ‘Annapolis Farewell,’ “The 


Big Broadcast of 1936, ‘Palm | 
Springs’ and ‘Bulldog Drummond | 
Escapes.’ 


Surviving are his widow, Dorothy 
Hammond, actress; four brothers, ! 
Wyndham, Aubrey, Herbert and 
Percy Darrell; son, Guy Standing, | 
Jr.: daughter, Katherine, both of the | 
latter living in London, and his step- | 
mother, Mrs. Herbert Standing of | 
Hollywood. His first wife was Isabel 
Urquehart: second was Blanche Bur- 
ton, both English actresses, and lat- | 
ter was mother of the children. 


After the body lay in state at the 
mortuary last Sunday (28) services | 
were held following day. Burial will | 
be in his native England. | 

As a mark of respect, all activity 
at the Paramount studio was sus- 





Daniel Frohman’s. production of 
‘Nerves’ and was in the original cast 
|of ‘The Prisoner of Zenda.’ She 


ganization by Fritz Scheel. 
signed in 1911 to join Sousa. 

The final years of his life were 
spent in teaching music. He was di- 
rector of the Sauder Conservatory. 


He re- 





MAUDE ODELL 

Maude Odell, 65, who had been on 
the dramatic stage for 47 years, died 
in her dressing room of the Forrest 
theatre, N. Y., Feb. 27, while waiting 
for her call for the second act of 
“Tobacco Road,’ in which she has 
been playing Sister Bessie since the 
play’s premiere. 

She made her professional debut in 


spent more than 20 years in various 
Shubert companies. Ann Deer read 
her lines from the wings, and the 
audience was not aware of the trag- 


edy. Death was ascribed to heart 
trouble. 
KURT RUHRSEITZ 

Kurt Ruhrseitz, 35, assistant con- 
ductor of the Metropolitan Opera, 
N. Y., died in Dresden, Germany, | 
Feb. 28. 

Born in Nurmberg, Germany, he 


came to the U. S. 12 years ago. Dur- 
ing his career he was accompanist 
for former singer. Edward Johnson, 
now director of the Met., and Editha 
Fleischer. He joined the Met two 
years after his arrival and had been 
with that group every season since, 
except for short fime in 1935, when 
he was ill. 

He returned to Germany to con- 
valesce from a nervous breakdown. 
His widow and parents survive. 








EDWARD N. NOCKELS 

Edward N. Nockels, 67, secretary 
and legislative representative of the 
Chicago Federation of Labor, died 
suddenly in Chicago on Feb. 28. 

Nockels had been secretary of the 
Chicago Federation for 34 years, and 
was responsible for the founding 
and operation of WCFL, the Labor 
station in Chicago. Not only was he 
the founder of this station, but also 
was its general manager. 

Widow and sister survive. 
in Chicago. 


Burial 





ROBERT EASTON IRWIN 

Robert Easton Irwin, 67, for many 
years manager of Proctor’s 5th Av. 
theatre in its heydey, died in New 
York Feb. 28 of cardiac asthma. 

He had been company manager for 
various shows including Grant 
Mitchell in ‘The Champion,’ Hol- 
brook Blinn in ‘The Play’s the Thing,’ 
the ‘Vanities,’ and most recently one | 
of the ‘Tobacco Road’ companies, in | 





pended for five minutes during the | 1935. 


obsequies. 





MAX MALL 
Max Mall, trainer of chimpanzees 
at Forest Park Zoo, St. Louis, died 
of a complication of diseases at his 


A— home there Feb. 27. 


—~. 


Mall, 60 years old, was born in 
Germany and worked with animals 
most of his life in circuses and 
shows. In 1916 he was first employed 
,at St. Louis Zoo in the lion house 
and when the monkey house was 
erected became trainer of chimps 
who performed in daily shows. He 
is credited with having taught monks 
more tricks than anyone else in that 
part of the country. Before going 
to St. Louis Mall was supt. of zoos at 
Memphis. Tenn., and Kansas City, 
Mo. Ill health caused his retirement 
Dec. 10. 

His widow and three step-children 
survive. 

EDWARD IRWIN 

Edward Irwin, 70, died in London, 
Feb. 25. Better known to the Brit- 
ish stage than in this country, his 
last appearance here was in 735, in 
‘Eden End, in which he played a 
part specially written for him. J. B. 
Priestly saw him in ‘Once Upon a 
Time’ and wrote the new character 
into his own play. 

His outstanding roles were in 
‘Sunday,’ ‘The Sign of the Cross’ and 
‘Quinney’s.’ In the latter he ‘ap- 
peared for five seasons with a record 
of 1,500 performances. 


ADOLPH SAUDER 

Adolph Sauder, 74, former mem- 
ber of the Philadelphia Orchestra 
and Sousa’s Band, died last Feb. 24 
in St. Luke’s Hospital, Philadelphia, 
following an operation. 

Mr. Sauder wa a member of the 
old Philharmonic Orchestra, con- 
ducted by Charles M. Schmitz. Then 
he played the oboe in the Phila- 
delphia Orchestra following its or- 


: 


He had done advance work for | 


‘The Big Parade’ and for several 


Douglas Fairbanks films. 





| GEORGE E. AMES 

George E. Ames, 77, died Feb. 25 at 
Beverly Hills home of his daughter. 
Courtney Flinn, wife of John C. 
Flinn (VARIETY). 

A native of Fitchburg, Mass., de- 
ceased with his wife had been visit- 
ing their daughter for past two 
months. 


Hills, Feb. 27. 





GUY NEWALL 
Guy Newall, 51, one of the earliest 
stars of British-made motion pic- 


an illness of only a day. He had 


| He went to work for the London 


for service in the World War. 

At the termination of the conflict 
he went back to pictures as manag- 
ing director of George Clark Film 
Productions. 


DE WITT JENNINGS 
| De Witt Jennings, 65, film charac- 





| ter actor for 16 years, died sudden- | 


ily in Hollywood March 1 


After many years of legit trouping 


he cast his lot with pictures in 1920 
|and remained on the Coast. He ap- 
| peared in many films, finishing re- 
| cently in ‘This Is My Affair’ at 20th 
| Century-Fox studios 





| his widow, three children and his 
father. 

| J. J. MeCARTHY 

Josenh Jefferson McCarthy, 58, 


| died in Hollywood Feb. 25 of dia- 
| betes and complications. He was 
the best-known figure in the Broad- 
way exploitation and road-showing 
of feature films starting with ‘The 


Other survivors are a son, | 
Melville Ames of Boston, a brother | 
and two grandchildren. Private fu- | 
neral services were held in Beverly | 


tures. died in London Feb. 25, after | 
just completed work in a picture. | 


Film Co. in 1912, quitting to enlist | 


Surviving are. 


Birth of a Nation’ and including 
‘The Big Parade.’ 

He is survived by a wife, Sadie, 
and a sister who resides in New 
Orleans. Story on page two. 





BAYONE WHIPPLE HUSTON 

Bayone Whipple Huston, 60, di- 
vorced wife of Walter Huston, and 
for many years his vaude partner 
in an act (Whipple and Huston), 
died at Balboa Island, Cal., Feb. 21. 
She married Huston in 1915 and 
they were separated in 1927. 

A niece, Caroline Kasper, with 
whom she lived, and son, John, sur- 
vive. 








HERMAN MAYER 
Herman Meyer, 62, for 15 years | 
manager of the Arena, Philadelphia, 
and honorary president of the Ama- | 
teur Athletic Union, died in the | 
Pennsylvania hospital last Feb. 24. 
Meyer gave up the Arena manage- 
ment because of illness: four years 
ago. He continued his interest 
sports promotion, however. 


in | 





HARRY M. CRANDALL 

Harry M. Crandall, 68, pioneer 
motion picture theatre operator of 
Washington, D. C., died at his home 
in the capital, Feb. 26. 

He is survived by his widow and 
three daughters, one of them the | 
wife of John J. Payette, now Warne1 
zone manager in that territory. He 
was buried locally. Story in film 
section. 





DANIEL J. SULLIVAN 

Daniel J. Sullivan, former actor, 
who was employed as stage doorman 
at the St. James, N. Y., died sud- 
denly Feb. 27. 

He was a vaudevillian, but his last 
appearances were in Eddie Dowling 
musicals including ‘Sally, Irene and 
Mary,’ ‘Honeymoon Lane’ and ‘Side- 
walks of New York.’ 

Decez2sed was over 60. 





Gottfried Huppertz, 49, composer 
and chamber singer, died at Berlin, | 
Germany. Feb. 7. 

Since 1923 his life was closely as- 
sociated with the film industry. His 
comositions were used in numerous 
films including ‘Metropolis’ and ‘Ni- 
belungen.’ 


GOTTFRIED HUPPERTZ | 
| 
} 
| 





Jan Trojanawski, ballet master, 
died in Berlin, Germany. 
Born in Poland, he studied in 


Warsaw and St. Petersburg, and un- 
der the famous Cecchetti. He was 
for yeers head of the opera ballet 
at Munich and Dresden. 





ROBERT ROSENTHAL 
Robert Rosenthal, 50, agent gen- 
eral for Paramount in Switzerland, 
died of a heart attack in Zurich, 
March 1. Rosenthal had been with 
Paremount for 15 years preceding 
his demise. 





MARIE MORRIS 
Marie Gorensino Morris, 92, died 


in Lewes, Del., Feb. 24. For some | 


| 
| 
JAN TROJANAWSKI | 


ruined by one scene. 


| Harry 


| They 


| all. 
| won't lift their arms. 


| peared in niteries about town. 


| average. 


| carnival 


| earlier balloon dance 
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Burlesque Reviews 








SHUBERT, PHILLY 


(Continued from page 59) 





clothes on. Others were Marie Voe 
and Mary Joyce. 

Comedy is best seen here in burley 
this season. Skits show thought and 
planning and lines are clever. It’s 
unfortunate this good effect is 


Joey Faye carried top comedy 


honors this week. He’s really funny. 


Gets good co-op from Bert Grant, 
Clexx and Russell Trent 
(and Fonsleau). 

Weak spot in show is the line (15) 
and backstocks (8). They’re gammed 
okay, but absolutely no_ lookers. 
This might even be skipped, how- 
ever, if girls didn’t make it so ap- 
parent that all they want to do is 
get the show over with and get out. 

y act as if they’re doing the 
customers a favor by appearing at 
So lackadaisical, they can’t or 


Added vaudeville presentation— 
Martinelli, a showmanly, though not 
outstanding magician, who has ap- 
Also 
added is a specialty, a sepia tapner: 
okay. Unfortunately he wasn’t billed. 

Herb. 


PARIS BY NIGHT 


(CASINO PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 26. 


There’s more real talent in this 
one than the Indie wheel attrac- 
tions have flashed in a long time. 


It’s fast, funny, and the costuming 
is considerably above burlesque 
And that George Jaffe is 
determined to keep the femme trade 
coming here can be found in the 
fact that the show is more than 39 


| minutes old before the first stripper 
|; puts in an appearance. 


Of the two featured comics, Harry 


| (Shuffles) Levan and Jack Diamond, 


latter is the best. For that, he can 
hand out some thanks to his straight 
man, Ray Parsons, a topnotcher, who 
keeps feeding Diamond in regal 
fashion. Diamond and Levan get 


| together once at the close in a hoke 


bit in which they use a 
live snake and it’s the big howl of 
‘Paris By Night.’ Comedy bits, by 


| the way, are unusually blueless and 


get 


laughs just the same, which 
should prove something or other. 

Show’s No. 1 stripper is Mimi 
Reed, a good-looker who has the 
peeling down pat and shows in an 
number that 
she can handle legitimate routines 
as well. Others are Sally O’Day, 
who’s getting a little plump, and 
Curley Kelly. Latter is invaluable 
in the sketches, a girl who handles 
lines well. 

It’s unusual, too, for a_ burley 
show to carry a male hoofing single 
of Jimmy Byrnes’ (New Acts) cali- 
bre, but he’s not sticking long. soon 
quitting for assignment in ‘Babes In 
Arms,’ which isn’t hard to under- 
stand. Burns stopped the show cold 
with his smart routines and that’s 
practically unheard of here. Tommy 
Seymour handles the straighting for 
Levan adequately and Donna Wamby 


reveals a nice soprano voice but un- | 





fortunately hasn’t the looks to go 


20 years she played in various pro- | With it. 


| ductions, including a 
tour in Australia. 
bibles 
W. GRANT SHROP 

W. Grant Shrop, 73, a former 
president of th Stark County Agri- 
cultural society, died Feb. 20 at his 
home, at Marlboro, O. 


three-year 





Mother of Osgood Perkins. actor. 
Mrs. Helen V. Perkins, 78, died at 
her home in West Newton, Mass.. 
Feb. 28. 
ter also survive. 


| Jacob A. Brugh, 82, grandfather of 
Robert Taylor, died of influenza 
March 1. Brugh recently was found 
living on $16 monthly relief. 








| Charles A. Farrell, 63, father of 
Glenda Farrell, film player, died 
Feb. 27 in Los Angeles. 





Sanders’ H’wood Post 


Bob Sanders, of the Rockwell- 
O'Keefe: office, leaves Saturday (6) 
to join the Hollywood office of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists. 
there have not been definitely de- 
cided. 


Before going with Rockwell- 
O'Keefe, Sanders was with Irving | 
Mills. 


R-0’K’S CHI OFFICE 
Chicago, March 2. 


Rockwell-O’ Keefe readying to open | 


|a Chicago office. Tommy Rockwell 
| has been figuring on local quarters 
to cover R-O’K activities in Chicago. 
Detroit, Minneapolis, Cincinnati, St. 


Louis, Indianapolis and other Mid- 
| west keys. 
Foilows considerable increase in 


R-O'K bookings in this tervitory. 


Her husband and a daugh- | 


His duties | 


Chorus is always augmented by 
four local girls, giving shows a line 
of 16, and in this attraction, they 
really look like something. , 
even a number that permits half a 
dozen of them to do a toe ballet 
and while it’s hardly Met stuff, for 
this crowd that’s real caviar. 

Cohen. 


“NATIONAL, DETROIT 


Detroit, March 1. 
Contrasted with show caught 
| month ago, current attraction does 


not measure up. Not as many peel- | 


| ers (and fewer good ones): costum- 
| ing of line is way off, and jokes are 


| ancient. 
| 


return of ‘Scurvy’ Miller, comedian. 
who has been working Toronto half 
of the Metropolitan Burlesk wheel. 
of which this spot is a co-member. 
‘Scurvy’ is considered ace come- 
dian by burly patrons in this area. 
and he proves it despite decrepit 
jokes. 





|; and His Mad Gang,’ title this time 
| at least means something. Show 
| runs close to 90 minutes and played 
before a well-filled house 
evening performance opening night 
| (25). 

Something new 
| here is offered near close of show, in 
the ‘Spider Man’ (Henri Eniser), in- 
troduced as hailing from 
Paree, Paris. Wearing a 


of nifty contortions and feats on a 
| huce rope web. 

Strippers include Dolly Dawson; 
Wilma Horner, top-billed, and the 
best warbler of the lot; Peggy Del- 


mar; Coral Brooks, good-looking 
brunet, and Virginia Myle, taken 
out of the line for one solo. Miss 


Dawson is the standout, drawing 
the only appreciable applause in 
the bunch. 

Comedy skits have been length- 





ened considerably, and to better ef- 
fect. ‘Scurvy’ and a new comedian, 
Charles Robinson, alternate between 
the skits. and then appear together 
near end. While most of jokes are 
’98’ers, comics’ antics and situations 
seem to satisfy. 

Eleven girl line, on about five 
times with different routines, lacks 
flashy costumes. Pete. 





Minskys 











(Continued from page 
he claimed were ‘really keeping great 
talent out of work,’ Minsky warned 
that the new International Casino, 
skedded to open at Broadway and 
44th Street in about toiir months 
would aggravate the situation by al- 
so employing an all-alien cast. 

Possibility that film audientes may 
see their favorite strippers on the 
screen was hinted darkly by Minsky, 
during brief argument with Re>re- 
sentative Kramer of Los Angeles 
Asked by Kramer if any strip-tease 
artists appeared in films, Minsky re- 
plied, ‘not yet.’ 

New York burlesque king indig- 
nantly denied that burley was ‘on 
the down grade,’ saying that --ii any- 
thing—biz was on the upturn. He 
also resented crack by Kramer that 
public was seeking ‘cleaner, less vul- 
gar’ entertainment in flocking to film 
houses. 


Act II of the Wednesday hearings 
opened when Anthony Pisci, New 


59) 





There's | 


Chief feature of current show is | 


Since the show is tagged ‘Scurvy | 


at early | 


in burly houses | 


the Gay | 
é weird. | 
looking spider head, provides round | 


York opera singer, startled the com- 
mittee with charges that ‘my life is 
threatened almost daily’ by gangsters 
| operating with an alleged ‘opera 
| claque.’ 
Put on the Spot 


Mobsters decided in 1921—shortly 
after the death of Caruso—who 
should be chosen to take the great 
singer’s place, Pisci insisted. Since 
that time, he charged, gun-toters 
have been extorting tribute from Met 
stars, and singers ctherwise eligible 
for Met engagements are being ter- 
rorized and kept out. Pisci asserted 
that he could get into the Metropoli- 
tan if he would come across with 
60% of his life’s earnings and said 
that because he refused the ‘gang’s’ 
approacies, he was forced to pay 
from $100 to $150 to mobd.ters who 
wait for him at his dressing room 
| when he keeps concert engagements. 


Jittery appearance of the singer 
'apparently affected several cf the 
committee and he was several times 
urged to ‘get back to the bill.’ ‘It 
seems your statement would better 
be directed to the Department of 
| Justice,’ Kramer suggested. 

Pisci finally declared that he was 
,in favor of the actor's boycott bill 
| because it would ‘starve out the Met- 








| ropolitan claque and compel Amer- 
ican managcrs to emoloy American 


| actors, such as myself.’ 
| Congressmen breathed more regu- 


| larly when the wild-cyed tenor de- 
parted, and Stuart Beebe, elderly 
; member of the American Players’ 
| Association, took the stand. Although 
many leading producers hire Eng- 
lish actors, numerous young Amer- 
_icans also can wear dress clothes, 
| Beebe told the committee. Beebe’s 
| testimony was badly damaged when 
jhe admitted he had not read the 
| Dickstein bill and was not familiar 
with present laws governing the ad- 


mission of foreign talent to the U. S. 


| Declaring that Toscanini was the 
only foreign artist who could not be 
| replaced by an American Nicolai 
| Sokoloff, director of the Works Prog- 
| ress Administration music project, 
' defended the bill and advised that 
| the U. S. follow the example of Great 
Britain in setting up talent barriers. 


| ‘Astonishing development of young 
English musicians, during the past 
few years, was attributed by Fed rep 
to barring of foreigners from English 
orchestra pits. Sokoloff pinned the 
blame for American unemployed mu- 
sicians on Hollywood, however, 
rather than on the seepage of alien 
talent into the country. 


‘The films have killed at least 
| 50,000 musicians,’ he charged, refer- 
ring to the elimination of orchestras 
from film houses, due to the develop- 
ment of sound pictures. Sokoloff es- 
timated the number of out-of-work 
fiddlers and other instrumentalists 
| and musicians now working for WPA 
| at 13,600. He did not explain wheth- 
| er he was appearing before the com- 
mittee as a representative of the US. 

Hearings broke up at noon, but 
Dickstein assured the audience that 
another performance would be staged 
tomorrow (3). 
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(ole Bros.-Beatty Vs. Arlington's 
Combo Looks Like Circus ‘War’ 





What may be, a season-long circus 
war impends between the Cole Bros.- 
Clyde Beatty show, one one hand, 
and the combined Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace and Forepaugh-Sells Circus, 
which will be operated by Ed Arling- 
ton under lease from the Ringling 
interests. The opposed outfits will 
start the argument in Chicago when 
the H-W. show opens at the Coliseum 
April 8 and the Cole Bros. Jumps to 
the Stadium April 11 after its Hippo- 
drome, N. Y., date. 

For a time last season Cole-Beatty 
harried the Ringling-Barnum & 
Bailey outfit, but it appears that the 
big top will be in the clear this sea- 
son. However, almost entirely to 
itself first Cole opens March 18 at 
the Hipp for 25 days. The Ringling 
outfit will not be able to get into 
Madison Square Garden until April 8, 
so that it will overlap but a few days 
with* the Cole-Beatty outfit. 

Cole-Beatty show is said to have 
made a profit of $250,000 on its first 
season, That appears to have in- 
spired Arlington for a yen to return 
to circus business. He has given up 
all hotel interests, including the 
Maryland, N. Y., and will devote all 
his time to the show. 

When Ariington suggested getting 
the H-W show out of the barns where 
it laid all last season, Samuel W. 
Gumpertz jumped at the idea, for 
there was an outfit to give the Coles 
a battle. Arlington, always known 
as a fighter, operated the 101 Ranch 
and several times played day-and- 
date with the Ringling show and the 
Barnum & Bailey circus before the 
two combined. 

Arlington will associate with J. 
Frank Hatch, formerly in the car- 
nival field, and operator of a chain 
of picture houses. Understood that 
Hatch is doing the financing. Deal 
is said to also include the John Rob- 
inson and Sparks circuses, which the 
Ringling interests have kept off the 
road. All four shows will probably 
be combined in the Arlington-Hatch 
enterprise. 

Press staff of the Cole show will 
be topped by Floyd King, whose 
staff will be AHen Lester, Ira Parks 
and Raymond B. Dean. 


Despite Walkathon Co.’s 
Expose, It’s Ordered Shut 


Dallas, March 2. 

Walkathons are not tests of 
strength, but are merely entertain- 
ment events which are reeled off ac- 
cording to script, two operators con- 
fessed in court here in an effort to 
keep the affair going. Judge Claude 
M. McCallum held otherwise, how- 
ever, and granted request of the dis- 
trict attorney for a temporary in- 
junction. 

Operators Max Grossman and A. 
L. Norton testified in their defense 
that they had planned to run the 
derby 56 days. It was closed after 
four days of operation, with counsel 
charging that theatres were respon- 
sible for district attorney’s action 
because bunion fiesta was tough 
competition. 

The operators said that contest- 
ants get a normal amount of rest, 
although public is handed list of reg- 
ulations restricting performers to 
two hours nightly. “We operate only 
14-16 hours a day,” he said. 

Contestants are not paid, but de- 
pend for remuneration on landing a 
“sponsor,” on goodwill donations and 
sale of pictures, etc. Those contest- 
ants who are unable to put on a 
vaudeville act are told to drop out. 
: Some of the contestants had been 
in as many as 44 derbies, the opera- 
tors testified. Rather than being an 
undue test of endurance, the per- 
formers improve physically during 
run of show. The operators claimed 
all this added up to “showmanship.” 

Owner of the spot where the show 
was being held was cleared of con- 
nection with affair when he pro- 
duced contract in court which had 
clause saying Grossman and Neston 
were to make test of floor materials. 

Heading defense counsel was Rob- 
ert Hurt, who last year tried to stop 
Similar show in his capacity as dis- 
trict attorney. 








Raise Balto Stagehands 


Baltimore, March 2. 
Stagehands in local picture and 
vaudfilm houses were given a five 
percent increase this week. 
Move restores cuts made some 
years back and follows similar in- 





eat 


Revive Carney Bill 


Lincoln, March 2, 


Nebraska’s bill to prevent carni- 
vals and circuses playing opposition 
to county and state agricultural 
shows, which was indefinitely post- 
poned recently (practically a kill), 
was revived and placed on general 
file this week when its sponsor, State 
Fair Secretary Perry Reed asked 
for it to come out with amendments 
making it less hard on the traveling 
shows. 

Amendments say it shall be up to 
the individual ag shows to determine 
whether license shall be allowed; 
that it shall only be an 18-day pro- 
tection at most; and that it shall in 
no way conflict with obtaining of 
licenses by traveling amusement en- 
terprises. 


N.Y. FAIR PLANS 
OWN BOOKERS 


Execs of forthcoming New York 
World’s Fair are planning the 
formation of their own booking 
bureau to eliminate agents and 
bookers from the engagement of acts 
for exhibits and attractions at the 
fair proper, exclusive of private en- 
terprises. Officials will also keep 
the midway clear of any honky-tonk 
attractions, barkers, and conven- 
tional midway shows in their drive 
for a conservative and ‘class’ show. 


Both sides, fair and outdoors book- 
ers and Fair Corp. do not see much 
in the way of employment for out- 
door acts other than in advertising 
exhibits sponsored by industrial 
firms. Freak shows, acrobats, etc., 
will be eliminated entirely from the 
midway and spotted, when and if 
passing the censorship of the Fair, 
in remote corners of the Flushing 
meadows. 


Aims are for theatres, high-class 
niteries, etc., in place of corny carny 
gimmicks. A repertory theatre is 
also planned in addition to the film 
house and kindred amusement estab- 
lishments. Thus far outdoor men 
have been ignored by the Fair offi- 
cials. One prominent booker was 
approached with a request to give up 
his well-established business and sit 
in on Fair, but rejected the offer. 
Since that time matters have been 
laid in the lap of legit and picture 
people, such as John Krimsky, the 
Shuberts, Max Gordon, et al. 

Officials do not want to make the 
mistake of the Chicago Fair in com- 
pletely eliminating showmen, as 
with the beginning of that Fair, and 
then in the end have to turn to 
them for salvation. 














FOR THE CUSTOMERS 


Michigan Would Legalize Gambling 
te Attract Tourists 








Detroit, March 2. 


While police are clamping the lid 
on local gambling spots, the Mich- 
igan legislature is considering plans 
to legalize all forms of gambling in 
the state as a ‘tourist attraction’ and 
revenue getter. 


Considerable pressure on legalizing 
slot machines and other gaming de- 
vices is being exerted by legislators 
from northern resort counties and 
larger cities in the state. 


The proposed bill, the most far- 
reaching and all-inclusive gambling 
measure ever introduced in the state 
legislature, includes provisions for 
legal bookmaking, slot machines and 
all conceivable types of gaming de- 
vices needed to operate big cstab- 
lishments, such as flourished until 
recently in nearby Macomb county. 





‘DUKE’ HITS THE ROAD 


Canton, O., March 2. 


Sterling (Duke) Drukenbrod, 
sideshow manager of the Al G. 
Barnes circus, who has been spend- 
ing the winter months with his par- 
ients here, has left for Los Angeles, 
Cal., winter quarters of the show, to 
‘ready his equipment preparatory to 





crease to booth men three weeks | moving into the opening stand, San 


ago. 


| Diego, March 20. 








Wally 











(Continued from page 1) 


and in the bar threatening disaster 
if any newspaperman attempted to 
enter the private room. The last 
Scotland Yard man was withdrawn 
last week much to his relief and the 
job of keeping Wally straight is en- 
tirely in the hands of French police. 

Dinner went off hilariously, the 
main and most popular dish being 
‘Poule a la King.’ Bert Marshall, 
colored British crooner from 
Cavalli’s nitery, sang ‘Shoe Shine 


Boy’ and someone asked for ‘King | 


for a Day.’ 


Nicoli Zographos, head man of the 


famous Greek gambling syndicate, 
paired off with Wally and monopo- 
lized most of her time with young 
Henry Clews asrunner-up Zographos 


wanted to take her to Cavalli's af- | 
but | 


terward for a real night out, 
Wally said no, thanks. She had to 
get back to Villa Lou Viei for an 


important telephone call from 
Austria. 
(The local lowdown is that the 


Duke of Windsor telephones Wally 
practically every night between mid- 
night and three o’clock in the morn- 
ing. When she’s not there to get the 
call, which is seldom, the Duke gets 
peevish and wants to know where 
she has been and all about it.) 

Five minutes to midnight Wally 
snapped her fingers and went home 
with the Rogerses and the French 
G-Man. The others, feeling that 
since they were all dressed up they 
might as well enjoy the night aut, 
scampered off to various Cannes 
niteries. 


Those Boys 


Ten minutes after midnight the 
cop was back at the Relais all in a 
heat asking who the cheeky 
photographer was that stuck his 
camera through the curtains and shot 
a picture of Wally dancing with 
Zographos because Mrs. Simpson was 
raising the roof about it. 

He didn’t get much satisfaction 
from the scribes and finally steamed 
«tf to the gendarmerie for reinforce- 
ments. Two hours later the photog- 
rapher was in Cavalli's offering the 
developed photo exclusively for 1,000 
francs. No takers as the news- 
hounds were too busy. with more 
serious things so he shipped it off to 
the AP in Paris. 

British papers headlined the mar- 
riage of the Duke and Wally early in 
May shortly after her divorce from 
Ernest Simpson becomes absolute, 
but the dope is, no plans for a wed- 
ding have yet been made, and won't 
be until the Duke comes here in 
April. 

Negotiations for the purchase of 
Chateau de L’Horizon, Maxine El- 
liot’s villa, where the Duke was to 
have stayed last summer, have defi- 
nitely fallen through. Although the 
place is the favorite villa of the 
Duke’s, Wally doesn’t like it and 
never has. Besides, Maxine has 
boosted the price since the franc 
devaluated and the Duke wants it at 
the same figure he could have bought 
it last year. 

Best information is that after the 
wedding, which is a cinch within a 
few months after Wally’s divorce. 
they will live on the Riviera, pos- 
sibly at St. Jean Cap Ferrat if a 
suitable villa can be obtained. But 
Mrs. Gloria Thompson’s Villa Gloria 
is out—not enough privacy to suit 
newlyweds. 

In anticipation of spending most 
of her future married life in France, 
Wally took up French lessons last 
week and is reported progressing 
rapidly. Her professor says she is 
grasping the lingo much more easily 
than most of his pupils. 

To kill time Wally takes long 
walks in the country dressed up like 
Greta Garbo in sports clothes and 
heavy shoes. Usually she takes the 
Rogers’s three Aberdeen terriers, 
Jock, Youyou and Moke, and being a 
good showwoman succeeds in at- 
tracting more attention than most 
highpowered Hollywood stars. Wher- 
ever she dines out crowds collect in 
the re.iaurant. However, she says 
she detests publicity and to prove it 
has ‘changed the number-plates of 
her automobile from British to 
French just to fool everybody. 





RAMSDELL’S 2D TRIAL 
Albany, March 2. 
Lon Ramsdell, former circus press 
agent, who pleaded guilty to partici- 
pation in state gas tax refund frauds 
and was sentenced to Clinton prison, 
was returned to Albany yesterday. 
He will go on trial next Monday 
on a joint indictment naming him 


and his sister, Mrs. Lila Papen, 
former head of the tax refund 
bureau. 


| 





More Competish in Texas Seen 


As Dallas Lines Up Geo. Marshall 
And Bigger Anti-Ft. Worth Lure 





Dancing Lights 





Paris, Feb. 21. 

‘Ballets’ consisting of col- 
ored lights dancing to specially 
composed music will be one of 
the big attractions of the Expo. 

With the Eiffel Tower as the 
center of the lighting system, 
equipped with 52 powerful na- 
val searchlights, entire grounds 
stretching along both sides of 
the river will have, added to 
the regular floodlights of the 
buildings, beacons playing on 
first one and then another of 
the various gardens and expo- 
sition structures. 

“Ballets” of lights will “dance” 
on a vapor released in the sky. 
Multi-colored harmonious lights 
will step to “music” of such 
composers as Henegger, Darius 
Milhaud and Jacques Ibert. 


STRONG U.S. TAP 
FOR N. Y. FAIR 
IN WASH. 


Washington, March 2. 

Federal appropriations aggregating 
$7,500,000 for promotion of the New 
York World’s Fair have been asked 
in Congress by Representative Mat- 
thew Merritt of Flushing. Amount 
is more than double the sum sought 
by California for the San Francisco 
exposition. 

In order to stifle opposition, Mer- 
ritt split up his request into two bills, 
obviously on the theory that indi- 


vidual appropriations would not be 
subject to as vicious an attack as 
one measure covering the entire 
amount desired. Furthermore, he 
based one on the idea that the ex- 
penditure would be for the benefit of 
the general public as well as helpful 
to the expo. 


The principal Merritt bill calls for 
a Federal grant of $5,000,000 for the 
customary purpose of financing erec- 
tion of buildings to house govern- 
ment exhibits and meeting expenses 
of the proposed U. S. New York 
World’s Fair Commission. Body 
would consist of secretaries of state, 
agriculture and commerce, with leg- 
work turned over to a $10,000-per- 
year commissioner and $7,500-per- 
year assistant commissioner. 


Part of the principal appropriation 
would be a Federal gift to the cor- 
poration staging the celebration. 
Merritt proposed that $2,000,000 
could be handed over by the Fed- 
eral Commission for construction of 
buildings to promote international 
trade and good will. 

The extra $2,500,000 included in 
the second bill would be an appro- 
priation to the War Department for 
navigation improvements which 
would aid in development of the site. 
Army engineers would use the cash 
to dredge an 18-foot channel from 
the East River through Flushing Bay, 
put up a permanent water gate, 
landing piers, docks and marine en- 
trance, dredge a boat basin and de- 
velop an esplanade. 


U. S. Backs Texas 


Washington, March 2. 

Continued federal participation in 
the 1937 edition of the Texas Cen- 
tennial exposition appeared assured 
last week. 

Senate quickly passed a resolution 
authorizing use of unexpended bal- 
ance of last year’s $3,000,000 appro- 
priation for government exhibits and 
kept the U. S. Greater Texas and 
Pan-American Exposition Commis- 




















| sion alive until six months after the 


fair closes, 

Legislation is slated for favorable 
action in the House of Represent- 
atives. 





Along with tying’ in the South 
American countries, and switching 
its tag to the Greater Texas Pan- 
American Exposition, the Dallas expo 
appears headed to give Ft. Worth’s 
Frontier Days celebration hot com- 
petish on the nitery end this year. 
Dallas expo opens June 1, while the 
Ft. Worth celebration resumes June 
12. Former will continue till Nov. 1. 

With confirmation last week of the 
appointment of George Marshall, 
sports promoter and ex-newspaper- 
man, as director of sports and enter- 
tainment for the expo this year, 
came a more concrete prospectus of 
what Dallas will Aold. Most radical 
change will be the incorporation of 
a mammoth nitery on the expo 
grounds, housed in the auditorium 
which last year held the General 
Motors exhibit. This will temper 
the Dallas expo’s strictly educational 


appeal of last year against Ft. 
Worth’s stress on its entertainment, 
nudity and huge Casa Manana 
nitery. Marshall’s plan to stage a 
Western Hemisphere Olympics, 


which will be patterned after the 
International Olympics, along with 
entertainment features to be incor- 
porated in different portions of the 
exhibition grounds, will make the 
transition of the Dallas expo prac- 
tically complete. 

Marshall, owner of the Boston 
Redskins pro football team, which 
he moves to Washington, D. C., next 
fall, will do the major portion of his 
talent buying through Charles J. 
Freeman, Paramount booker in New 
York. Freeman returned early last 
week from an 0.0. of the Dallas fa- 
cilities. Deal is in the making for 
Rudy Vallee’s band to top the open- 
ing show in the Dallas expo’s nitery. 


HAMID SHOWS HIS ACTS 
AT JERSEY STATE FAIR 


George A. Hamid, outdoor-act 
agent, who has commenced this year 
using facilities of grounds and build- 
ings at New Jersey state fair at 
Trenton, which he annually operates, 
as showcase and rehearsal hall for 
acts, already has half a dozen work- 
ing out there. 

Idea is to have spot where fail 
secretary could come and buy acts 
on the hoof, after seeing ‘em per- 
form, rather than old custom of buy- 
ing new imported turns from abroad 
either blind, or having to travel ex- 
tensively each summer to catch 'em 
at other fairs. 

Acts already lodged at Trenton 
include ‘The Rocket Man,’ projectile- 
act from Germany, which will show 
for first time in U. S.; ‘Juggling Jew- 
els,” German high-pole act; the Er- 
wingos, cloud-swinging troupe; Wal- 
dorf’s ‘Boxing Brown Bear.’ 

To be cast and put into rehearsal) 
later this month in Trenton are 
three units which will be sent out 
this summer by Hamid. Troupes will 
be titled ‘Revelations of 1937,’ ‘Win- 
ter Garden Revue,’ and ‘Revue oi 
Tomorrow.’ 


N.C. Favors N.Y. Fair 


Charlotte, N. C., March 2. 
Indications are that the legislative 
committees are favorably impressed 
with arguments in favor of North 
Carolina participation in the New 
York fair. 
The legislature has before 
proposal to establish an 
there at + cost of $50,000. 


Dates and Jobs 


Charleston, W. Va., March 2. 
West Virginia Association of 
Fairs, in a meeting here, fixed the 
dates for seven fairs to be held next 
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fail. They are: 
Kanawha Exposition, Sept. 4-12; 
Pocahontas County Fair, Aug. 23- 


28; Greenbrier Valley Fair, Aug. 30< 
Sept. 4; Braxton County Fair, Sept. 
13-18; Nicholas County Fair, week 
of Aug. 30; Jackson’s Mill 4-H Fair, 
Sept. 21-29; Clay County Fair, Sept. 
22-25. 

Officers were re-elected at 
annual meeting of the 
here. They are: J. W. Sydene 
stricker, Lewisburg, president; Dr. 
F. C. Allen, Marlington, vice-presfle 
dent, and J. C. Knapp, Morgantown, 
secretary. 


the 
association 
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THE CHAMPION GIRL 
bronco-buster and attrac- 
tive rodeo star, Rose Davis, 
says: “The Camels I smoke 
with my meals and after 
are most enjoyable of all.” 


“CAMELS HELP keep me 
pepped up,” this vivacious 
TWA hostess, Betty Steffen, 
says. “In my work I see 
many people. And most of 
them smoke Camels.” 


NATIONAL OUTBOARD 
MOTORBOAT CHAMPION, 
Fred Jacoby, Jr., faces strain. 
“My condition is impor- 
tant. That’s why Camel is 
my cigarette,” says Fred. 


a oe 


“MARK ME DOWN as a 
man who appreciates 
how mild and fine-tasting 
Camels are,” says all- 
events bowling cham- 
pion, Johnny Murphy. 


“| WANT A CIGARETTE 
that doesn’t jangle my 
nerves,” says master welder 
Dan Rafferty. “And Camels 
don’t. They go fine with 
meals too.” * 


“1M A SECRETARY,” says 
attractive Joselyn Libby, 
“and I often eat in a hurry. 
When I enjoy Camels with 
my food and after, I feel 
on top of the world.” 


“Because healthy nerves 
and good digestion are my best 
aces in the hole,” says smiling 
Jimmie Foxx—hard -hitting first 
baseman of the Boston Red Sox 


“1 STICK by Camels and Camels stick by 

me,” says Jimmie. “Camels set me right. 

I smoke Camels for their refreshing ‘lift,’ 

and for the aid they give my digestion. 

My appetite leans to plenty of good 

solid chow. Camels help me feel my food 
agrees with me.” 

Enjoy Camel’s costlier tobaccos the 
whole day through. At mealtimes Camels 
are an aid to digestion — speeding up the 
flow of digestive fluids—increasing alka- 
linity — bringing a sense of well-being. 
And when you're tired, get a “lift” ia 
energy with a Camel. Steady smokers 
prefer Camels. They are so mild! 


CHIEF ENGINEER 
George]. Buckingham 
stows up with Cam- 
els. “I wouldn’t want 
to be on the high 
seas without my 
Camels,” hesays.“It’s 
a strain keeping the 
machinery under 
control, Camels help 
ease the tension.” 


“THE SMART new touch 
in entertaining is to have 
Camels on the table from 
hors d’oeuvres to des- 
sert,” says Miss Dorothy 
Malone, food editor. 


GOING DOWN the com- 
pression locks. In the 
words of Sidney S. Wetzel, 
tunnel engineer: “My work 
involves danger. That’s 
why I smoke Camels.” 


THE LIGHTNING SWORD 
PLAY of Bela de Tuscan, 
fencing instructor, is faster 
than the eye. He says: “I 
welcome the ‘lift’ in en- 
ergy I get with a Camel.” 
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Salem, N. 0, 


ROSTER ARRIS 


Sa 


Camels are matte fram finer, MORE 


sf / EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS —Turkish and 


Domestic — than any other popular brand. 
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TUNE IN— 


show with Jack Oakie! Benny Goodman’s 


“Swing” Band! 


Hear “Jack Oakie’s 
College’”’—a full-hour 


Hollywood comedians 
and singing stars! Special college amateur 
talent every week! Tuesdays — 9:30 pm 
E.S.T., 8:30 pm C.S.T., 7:30 pm M.S.T 
6:30pm P.S.T., WABC-Columbia Network. 
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